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17 the Liborar
with Glenda Mulder
January 9, 2018

Happy New Year! Library staff has pulled some of our favorite books from
2018. This selection really highlights what a wide range of taste we have

in our reading material! They are displayed on the table by the circulation
desk. Come see if you agree with our choices. Or you might find your next
read there! .

Deb received word from the State Library recently that we will
be receiving funding for another round of the ALLI arts classes! She’s

tabulating the results of a patron survey and will be setting up a class : ‘
schedule. Watch for more details coming soon.

New fiction for 2019 includes Turning Point by Danielle Steel, G
New lberia Blues by James Lee Burke, Fulfillment by Barbara Delinsky,
Untouchable by Jane Ann Krentz, One Day in December by Josie Silver, 7he .
Boy by Tami Hoag, Verses for the Dead by Douglas Preston and Delicate
Touch by Stuart Woods. o

Because the new year is the time for resolutions, our January book club .
&
&
@

5 A id  choice will help with the need to clean out and organize. We have two

Ea rly Ch rlStm as treat \ books this month, 7he Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning: how to free
Laurens Public Library patrons were treated to - yourself and your family from a lifetime of clutter by Margareta Magnusson

Clarinet Christmas Duets on Bb Clarinet and Bass fJ and The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying up: the Japanese art of decluttering

i i Clarinet
gl:.;il:::anze:::ilz;s athI ‘:;l: Ufi“i,lel::ittl;!;f sa:udth D:;:;ea’ and organizing by Marie Kondo. Personally, I think they both need to
K:ci: Cox and Steven Bray’ volunteered their time and clean up and declutter their book titles, but you all know how I feel about

talents as they spread Christmas Cheer. Submitted [ that! Choose one or read them both. Then come discuss them with us on

photo. | auruns Suan ‘/1-' 19 : Monday, ]mw 28 at 7 p.m.
COMING EVENTS ' f

|

n—|— D 0" ! 7 * Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. b
h& (1§ p er la/lq * Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

o L v ews * Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month {
So neo Libra Y N ‘ * Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly ‘

The
Clarinet Christmas Duets Program at
the Library

. Laurens Public Library patrons were treated to Clarinet Christmas Duets
on Bb Clarinet and Bass Clarinet recently. Music Education and Clarinet
Performance majors at the University of South Dakota, Kacie Cox and
Steven Bray, volunteered their time and talents as they spread Christmas
Cheer.
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with Glenda Mulder

The Pepr”

At the Library

on Thursday. What a great way
to learn about new ideas in the

of Law by John Lescroat, Sugar
Run by Mesha Maren, Her One

January 16, 2018 }Ult/) Gl;;’d;lo‘;lgulder library world — right from our Mistake by Heidi Perks and Death
anuary 23, desks!! Plus we get continuing of an Eye by Dana Stabenow.

I told you last week of our book club choices for January. Believe it or nor, education credits towards our

I brought home 7he Life-Changing Magic of Tidying up: the Japanese art of We have two choices for book recertification for attending, We COMING EVENTS

club this month. Choose one of
these books, or read them both:
The Gentle Art of Swedish Death

decluttering and organizing by Marie Kondo and have already read it! I could
hardly wait to start my decluttering, bur the author’s directions were to finish
the book first, so I did. Her method groups like items, then we are to go through
them, touching each item to see which “spark joy” Her recommendation was to

agree that our favorite hour of * Tot Time Every Monday at 10
the day was the keynote, Ryan a.m.
Dowd’s “How to Compassionately * Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the

begin with out of season clothes, so I piled all my short sleeve tops on the bed. Cleasing: hou./ ey otfrse‘lf Manage Problematic Behavior.” Lst Tuesday of the month

(At this point I feel the need to remind you of my former career as a clothier.) and your family from lifetime of He was so dynamic and has some * Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday
Oh my, where did they all come from? I said goodbye to just over a third of cluster by Margareta Magnusson great ideas. Deb attended all six of the month

them and moved on to my long sleeve tops, sweaters, skirts, sweaters, pants, and/or The Li e—C/mnging Magz’c different live presentations that e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th
shoes, exercise clothes — you get the idea. ’'m happy to report this method is of Tidying up: the Japanese art of were offered, but I o nly made it Tuesday monthly

working for me. My closet and drawers (her method of folding is interesting
so I'm giving it a try!) are no longer packed full; I can actually see what’s there
and T know I will feel good in every piece of it. T have just a few categories
remaining in clothing, then I have to decide if I want to work further on their
reorganization, or to move on to decluttering some other areas of our home.

We also have a second option for a book this month, Zbe Gentle Art of
Swedish Death Cleaning: how to free yourself and your family from a lifetime of
clutter by Margareta Magnusson. Choose one of these books, or read them both,
then join our book discussion Monday, January 28 at 7 p.m.

Speaking of decluttering, in the library we call it weeding our shelves. We are
currently weeding our adult fiction section. We are examining novels that have
not been checked out for six years or more, or that are in bad condition. We've
only made it to the authors whose last name begins with D and our discard table
is full! So, whether you would like to add to your personal collection, or make
some book page art, check out our selection next time you are at the library. We
can’t go any further until that table clears a bit!

New fiction includes: Wazching You by Lisa Jewell, The Current by Tim
Johnston, Liay, Liar by James Patterson, Zhe Dreamers by Karen Walker and Best
of Us by Robyn Carr.

We still have a couple open spots in our card making class which will be held
Tuesday, January 22. The fee is just $5 for everything needed to make 3 fabulous
cards, including the instruction! Stop at the library, pay your fee and get signed
up if you are interested!

decluttering and organizing by
Marie Kondo. With the debut of
Marie Kondo’s Netflix series and
all the publicity it has garnered,
our timing couldn’t be better,
Plus, what better way to start the
new year than with an organized
home! Grab a book or two, or
even just watch the “Tidying Up”
series, then join our discussion
on Monday, January 28 at 7 p.m.
Bring pictures of your progress, if
youd like!

Deb & I attended the State
Library of lowa’s “Innovative
Libraries Online Conference”

through five before I just couldn’t
take being tethered to a computer
anymore! You know me, I needed
to move, and felt much better
after my walk to the post office.

Also this week, most of the
County Librarians (There are nine
and it’s hard to get us all rounded
up at the same time!) met with the
Pocahontas County Supervisors.
We got them up to date with the
happenings in our libraries, and
thanked them for the funding
they provide to us. And of course,
requested that it continue!

New fiction includes Freefall
by Jessica Barry, 7he
Suspect by Fiona
Barton, 7he Only
Woman in the Room

by Marie Benedict,
COMING EVENTS The Paragon Hotel
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. by Faye Lyndsay,
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month :
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month g e G“zrl L
Greer Hendricks, Rule

e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

Laaarumnd Sean

Laurens ‘//v
Library new
designated

news drop-

off site

Laurens residents who have
news items may now drop those
items off at the Laurens 1
for the Laurens
library’s night drop b
also be uszed.

The Laurens Sun is looking
for siory suggestions, ioo. If
you kmow someone who has an
interesting hobby, a Laurens-
Marathon graduate who is
pursuing a unique career or
who has achieved success,
please let the Laurens Sun staif
know. Please include comtact
information for those story
ideas, either a phone number
or an email address.




By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Pocahontas County
librarians  approached  the
Board of Supervisors Jan. 15
seeking a 10 percent increase
for the 2019-20 budget.

If granted, the increase
would raise the total amount
given to the libraries by about
$9,200. Pocahontas Public
Library Director Lola DeWall
said the 2 percent increase
this year resulted in -just a
$97 increase for the county’s
smallest libraries — enough to
purchase two audiobooks or
four regular hardback books.

“We do appreciate all you do,”
DeWall told the Supervisors.

The county this year gave
about $92,000 for the nine
libraries to split; the libraries
serve both city residents and
rural residents, with some
cities also providing funding.
DeWall spoke at the Pocahontas
City Council meeting Jan.
14, outlining the case for an
increase in city support for the
library, too.

Many of the librarians in
the smaller communities said
their aging populations would
benefit most from additional
access to audiobooks and
large-print books, which are
more expensive that regular
hardcover books.

Linda Mercer from the Fonda
Public Library said she also
uses the state’s interlibrary loan
system to borrow large-print
books, at a cost of just a few
dollars instead of $30 to $35,
but she would like to refresh the
library’s large-print collection.
Mercer and most of the other

R

The Harry Potter book series is seen in audiobook format. Librarians from
communities across Pocahontas County asked the Board of Supervisors for a 10
percent funding increase for next fiscal year. Most librarians hope to purchase siore
audiobooks next year. Photo by Erin Sommers.

librarians also highlighted the
programs they use to reach the
county’s youngest residents,
with preschool story times.

“If I had more funding, I'd get
more STEM projects,” Mercer
said, referring to science,
technology, engineering and
math. “Science is the way to
go.”

In Varina, Librarian
Stephanie Archer said the
library is open just five hours a
week.

“The only funding we get is

through the county,” she said.

Having those small libraries
is “hugs for rural residents,”
Archer said. “We always have
the coffee pot on.”

Laurens Librarian Glenda
Mulder said her library packed
the fall full of events, but
community residents may have
noticed a lighter schedule of
late.

“I learned early one you don’t
schedule programs in January,
because you reschedule and
reschedule,” Mulder said.

Supervisor Clarence Sispker,
whose district includes
Laurens, said the library is a
popular spot.

“l know in Laurens, you
drive through town and there’s
nothing, but you get to the
library and there’s always cars,”
Siepker said.

The Plover Library recently
started a senior exercise class,
Gloria Gunderson said. At
the first class, several people

See BUDGET, Page 12

BUDGET: Update computers

From Page 1

attended, including one man.

“I notice when they come
in (for events), they check out
books,” she said.

Plover’s library is the
smallest certified library in
lowa, which means the library
is open 10 hours a week and
meets other criteria as set by
the state. In addition to a need
for more audiobooks and large-
print books, Gunderson said
two of the Plover Library’s three
public computers need to be
replaced.

A large percentage — more
than half — of Rolfe residents
use the library, Director Terry
Kipfer said. She has been
working to upgrade the library,
which now sports a new paint
job on the inside. i

DeWall said county libraries
circulated more than 12,000
items to rural county residents
alone last year, and some of the
libraries also provided county
patrons with access to e-books
and digital audiobooks. Other

online resources include
digitized versions of more than
100 years of The Pocahontas
Record-Democrat newspapers
and numerous Chilton auto
repair manuals. Website users
can access a law library and
learn about the requirements
to start a new business.

Library patrons who come
to use computers will do so to
apply for jobs, fill out online
forms and scan documents.

“A lot of these people can’t
afford internet at home, they
can’t afford computers,” DeWall
said. “We also offer computer
classes computer classes and
technological assistance.”

She would like to update the
Pocahontas Public Library’s
computers, she said.

Supervisors took the request
under advisement. They will
make determinations about
any increases when they work
on the 2019-20 budget later
this month through March.

Lousress Sen ({aalq

Laurens
Public
Library

January
2019
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THE GENTLE ART
OF SWEDISH
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MA the life-changing
magic of tidying up
the Japanese art of decluttering

and organizing

mane kondo

Please return

this book by our

discussion

Monday
1/28/19
@ 7:00 pm




ANNUAL DINNER &
AWARDS CEREMONY

HOSTED BY THE POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOUNDATION &
POCAHONTAS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

The mission of the Pocahontas
County Foundation is to foster
private giving, strengthen service
| providers and improve the
P ocC ah ontas County. The F0undati<.)n.
’—————. promotes endowment building,
county foundation community betterment,
g grant-making, organizational
collaboration, and public

leadership for the benefit of
Pocahontas County.

The mission of the Pocahontas
County Economic Development
Commission is to increase
economic opportunity through
business formation, job creation

and appropriate business and

community development POCAHONTAS COUNTY

strategies for the citizens of ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Pocahontas County.

Many public and private entities contribute to the Pocahontas County Economic Development Commission.
The Pocahontas County Foundation appreciates the projects completed by organizations that enhance our
county. Thank you for generous contributions and continued support.

‘‘‘‘‘
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2019 GRANT RECIPIENTS

2019 HIGH IMPACT AWARD WINNER - POCO EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTE
CPR TRAINING MANNEQUINS

FONDA

Fonda Public Library - Technology For
Teens

PALMER ROLFE

Palmér Hometown Pride - ADA Rolfe Hometown Pride/City of Rolfe -
Accessible Restroom in the Community Campground at Three Rivers Trail Head
City of Fonda - Let The People Know - g %jﬁbs. g fe Library/City of Rolfe - Connecting
Sign the Generations - Escape Room
GILMORE CITY

Gilmore City Fire Department -
Emergency Rescue Kit

b,

\'?éfﬂ‘nﬁ Hometown Pride - Generation Swing
POCAHONTAS COUNTY
HAVELOCK ISU Extension - Robots

Havelock Hometown Pride - Pocahontas Hometo\ Upper Des Moines Opportunity - Back to
Havelock City Improvements - Cabin Lighting School Program

Gilmore City Hometown Pride -
Sunset Park Landscaping

;I:f\‘/)t:lo’:ﬁbi!:;:é; 1,000 Books ::::sl;;:et;s Library - Circulation Desk Pocahontas Co. Conservation - Kayaks : |
Lo b
PAC Foundation - PAC E| tary Tech P Co. Health Dept. - Rental 1

Ity Refresh ¢ Equipment :

L-M Charger Pride - Collaborating
Through Music Scene Lighting

Laurens Care Center - Yard Fencing Pocahontas Community Hospital

: Ny AWARDED
Laurens Public Library - Music Ambulance Service - Fluid Warmer $95,643‘2 Al

Pocahontas Firefighters - Emergency Pocahontas Co. Sheriff - Community Safety

- Garden Enhancements IN 2019
Pocahontas
county foundation
b “LBuildng OYOithin Communities”

LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

2079 Pocatantas County Ghant Recipient
Music Garden Enhancement
SPrgject Fanded
Clwarded an this day, Oechesdy, . January 23, 2079
5o voctsde e Ltrrzze

Bill Winkleblack ~ Steve Trimble )
Chair, Pocahontas County Foundation Vice-Chair, Pocahontas County Foundation
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Laurens business and boss honored at
second PCEDC event
Foundation awards nearly $96,000 in grants

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com
 Glenda Mulder, the
(Laurens librarian, was named
{ Pocahontas County’s first boss
| of the year.

Mulder, who has worked for
the Laurens Public Library since
2006, accepted the inaugural

|honor at the 2019 Pocahontas
| County Economic Development
| Corp. and Pocahontas County
Foundation annual dinner and
|awards ceremony Jan. 23 in
| Rolfe.
| John Pohlman, who
| presented the award, said
| nominators. noted Mulder’s

. | extensive knowledge of the

| library, skill with the library’s
| finances and push to schedule
hundreds of events for young
| children, teens and adults each
| year.
| “It’s amazing to me and I was
| kind of blown away,” Mulder
| said of learning she had won
| the award. “I can’t believe I was
nominated even.”

She told the crowd filling the
Rolfe Community Center she
had good bosses who trained
her over the years. One was
her boss at a clothing store in
Laurens, who told her to work
hard and play hard, and to
teach her employees the skills
\they needed to succeed.
| When she began working
for the former Laurens Library
|director, Mulder also learned
important things about being
in charge. :

“A good boss is part of a
team,” she said. “I've got a great
team. My staff is amazing. They
know what needs to be done
| and they do it. It’s hardly even
like being at work.”

"~ The second Business of
the Year Award also went
to Laurens, to Cuts to Dye
For, owned by Erica Svuba.
Svuba was unable to attend
the awards dinner, but she
recorded a message for the
event attendees. She thanked
whoever had nominated her,
the PCEDC for giving her the
award and for her family for
supporting her while she ran
her business and volunteered
around the community.

The keys to success, Svuba

-said, are showing up every day,

ready to work, and continuing
to learn. Successful people
keep moving, she added, and
they don’t quit.

“Concentrate on what you
do well and do it better than
everybody else,” Svuba said.
“Have a positive attitude.
Your attitude determines your
actions.”

Svuba praised the retail
trade group in Laurens for the
work its members are doing to
promote and improve the town.

“We just have a great thing
going in this town,” she said. “If
we don’t work together, no one
is going to win.”

She said she hopes to
instill in her own children
the importance of community
involvement and volunteering.
The greatest rewards, she said,
are the opportunities she has
to help people and be involved.

“I wish I could convince
everyone in each town to
volunteer just once a year,”
Svuba said. “That would be
amazing.”

A  three-member  panel
comprised of Pohlman, Helen
Beneke and Janell Rittgers
also talked about the value of
community volunteerism.

Beneke said her father
pushed her into volunteering.

“My father, he was the
ultimate in volunteering —
his children,” she said, with
a pause to emphasize how he
told his children they would
help others, particularly their
eight uncles who farmed in
Buena Vista County.

Pohlman also picked up
the drive to volunteer from his
parents, and it’s something he
said he hopes to see his own
son and grandchildren do, too.

“I enjoy jumping in,” he said.

Rittgers was on the panel to
represent her brother and her
late mother, she said. She and
her brother decided to create
an endowment, through the
county foundation, to provide
money to Gilmore City for
ongoing improvements around
the town. As she talked,
Rittgers’ voice filled with

7

emotion.

“She loved Gilmore,” Rittgers
said. “She loved everything
being done in Gilmore.”

Rittgers said she loved being
on the foundation and seeing
projects go from proposal and
grant request to a completed
product.

The panel moderator, Joe
Sorrenson of the Greater
Des Moines Community
Foundation, asked panelists
what one thing would be a
game changer for Pocahontas
County.

“The trails,” Beneke said.
“County wide trails.”

Pohlman agreed.

“It would connect us with
the rest of the world,” he said.

PCEDC officials provided
updates on 2018 successes,
and they also debuted the first of
several video spots highlighting
Pocahontas County. The videos
will primarily be shared via
social media, at least initially,
officials said.

The = foundation handed
out $95,647 in grants at the
event. The Pocahontas County

Emergency Response System |

received the 2019 High Impact
Award, a higher dollar amount
grant to support a larger-
scale project. The emergency
response group will use the
grant to purchase new CPR
mannequins, because of
changes in the recommended
CPR procedures, and host CPR
trainings across the county.

Other winners were
follows:

] Fonda Public Library,
technology for teens;

° City of
electronic signs;

. Gilmore City Fire
Department, emergency rescue
kit;

. Gilmore City
Hometown Pride, Sunset Park
landscaping;

U Havelock Hometown
Pride, city improvements;

. Havelock Library,
1,000 Books before
Kindergarten program;

. L-M Charger
instruments;

as

Fonda,

Pride,

| [Boss of the Year

% Glenda Mulder, Laurens
|Public Library director,
{thanks the Pocahontas
§County Economic
|Development Commission
{and her staff for the 2019
|Boss of the Year Award.
Mulder received the award
January 23 during the
PCEDC dinner and awards
iceremony. Photo by Erin
Sommers.

Laurens business and
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honored at second PCEDC event
nearly $96,000 in grants

Foundation awards

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com
—~~Glenda Mulder, the Laurens
librarian, was named Pocahon-
tas County’s first boss of the
ear.

Mulder, who has worked for
/'the Laurens Public Library since
12006, accepted the inaugural

honor at the 2019 Pocahontas
County Economic Development
Corp. and Pocahontas County
[Foundation annual dinner and
wards ceremony Jan. 23 in
Rolfe.
| John Pohlman, who present-
ed the award, said nominators
i‘noted Mulder’s extensive knowl-
}edge of the library, skill with
|the library’s finances and push
|{to schedule hundreds of events
for young children, teens and
Jadu.lts each year.

“It’s amazing to me and I was
|kind of blown away,” Mulder
|said of learning she had won
|the award. “I can’t believe I was

| |nominated even.”

| She told the crowd filling the
|Rolfe Community Center she
thad good bosses who trained
ther over the years. One was her
boss at a clothing store in Lau-
rens, who told her to work hard
and play hard, and to teach her
employees the skills they needed
fto succeed.

When she began working for
|the former Laurens Library di-
|rector, Mulder also learned im-
portant things about being in
Icharge. s

2

Recipients of the 2019 Pocahontas County

Foundation grants are seen at the Rolfe

Community Center Jan. 23. The foundation handed out more than $95,000 i t
this year. Photo by Erin Sommers ; Wi

“A good boss is part of a
| team,” she said. “I've got a great
| team. My staff is amazing. They
| know what needs to be done and
| they do it. It’s hardly even like

being at work.”

The second Business of the
Year Award also went to Lau-
rens, to Cuts to Dye For, owned
by Erica Svuba. Svuba was un-
able to attend the awards din-
ner, but she recorded a mes-
sage for the event attendees.
She thanked whoever had nomi-
nated her, the PCEDC for giving
her the award and for her family
for supporting her while she ran
her business and volunteered
around the community.

The keys to success, Svuba

PCEDC: Foundation awards grants

From Page 01

dren,” she said, with a pause
to emphasize how he told his
children they would help oth-
ers, particularly their eight un-
cles who farmed in Buena Vista
County.

Pohlman also picked up the
drive to volunteer from his par-
ents, and it’s something he said
he hopes to see his own son and
grandchildren do, too.

“I enjoy jumping in,” he said.

Rittgers was on the panel to
represent her brother and her
late mother, she said. She and
her brother decided to create an
endowment, through the county
foundation, to provide money
to Gilmore City for ongoing im-
provements around the town. As
she talked, Rittgers’ voice filled
with emotion.

“She loved Gilmore,” Rittgers
said. “She loved everything being
done in Gilmore.”

rest of the world,” he said.

PCEDC officials provided up-
dates on 2018 successes, and
they also debuted the first of]|
several video spots highlighting
Pocahontas County. The videos
will primarily be shared via so-
cial media, at least initially, of-
ficials said.

The foundation handed out
$95,647 in grants at the event.
The Pocahontas County Emer-
gency Response System received
the 2019 High Impact Award, a
higher dollar amount grant to

support a larger-scale project. ﬁ

The emergency response group

will use the grant to purchasefics
new CPR mannequins, because[g®

of changes in the recommended
CPR procedures, and host CPR]
trainings across the county.
Other winners were as fol-
lows:
» Fonda Public Library, tech-

said, are showing up every day,
ready to work, and continuing
to learn. Successful people keep
moving, she added, and they
don’t quit.

“Concentrate on what you do
well and do it better than every-
body else,” Svuiba said. “Have a
positive attitude. Your attitude
determines your actions.”

Svuba praised the retail trade
group in Laurens for the work its
members are doing to promote
and improve the town.

“We just have a great thing
going in this town,” she said. “If
we don’t work together, no one is
going to win.”

She said sl hopes torinstill
in her own children the impor-

tance of community involvement
and volunteering. The greatest
rewards, she said, are the oppor-
tunities she has to help people
and be involved.

“I wish I could convince ev-
eryone in each town to volunteer
just once a year,” Svuba said.
“That would be amazing.”

A three-member panel com-
prised of Pohlman, Helen Beneke
and Janell Rittgers also talked
about the value of community
volunteerism.

Beneke said her father pushed
her into volunteering,

“My father, he was the ulti-
mate in volunteering — his chil-

See PCEDC, Page 02

: ~Glenda Mulder, Laurems Public Library director,

hanks the Pocahontas County Economic Development
Commission and her staff for the 2019 Boss of the Year}us
| Award. Mulder received the award Jan. 23. Photo by Erin|
|Sommers

Rittgers said she loved being

™! on the foundation and seeing

& | projects go from proposal and

| grant request to a completed
product.

The panel moderator,
Sorrenson of the Greater Des
Moines Community Foundation,
asked panelists what one thing city improvements; ——
would be a game changer for e Havelock Library, 1,000 :é“_‘_":
Pocahontas County. Books before Kindergarten pro-z

“The trails,” Beneke said. : BT
“County wide trails.”

Pohlman agreed.

“It would connect us with the

nology for teens; i
e City of Fonda, electronicl
signs;
¢ Gilmore City Fire Depart-|
ment, emergency rescue kit;
Joe ¢ Gilmere City Hometown
Pride, Sunset Park landscaping;
« Havelock Hometown Pride,

-
9

am;
e L-M Charger Pride, instru-|
ments;
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Boy, did we have an exciting
night last week! We received

a $3,000 grant from the
Pocahontas County Foundation,
which will be used to purchase a
set of 4 musical flowers for our
Music Garden. These will be
installed in front of the Library
in the Spring.

That same night Pocahontas County Economic Development
Commission named me as their “Boss of the Year 2019.” I'd like to again
express my thanks to the PCEDC for this award, as well as the amazing
teams who make the Library a great place to be — The Library Board, the
Foundation Board, and of course, the staff! I am still on Cloud 9!

February 5th will bring about a Valentine themed “Take it Tuesday”.
Starting at 6:30, our crafty Deb will have everything you need to make

your own unique Valentines for all of your loved ones! Class size is limited,

so please sign up at the Library for this FREE evening!

New books include the fiction selections Weight of a Piano by Chris
Cander, Letzers from a Peaceful Lane by Janet Dailey, Judgement by Joseph
Finder, What Doesn’t Kill Her by Christina Dodd, 7he Wedding Guest by
Jonathan Kellerman, Connections in Death by J.D. Robb, Before We Were
Strangers by Brenda Novak, 7he House Next Door by James Pacterson, The
Au Pair by Emma Rous and the nonfiction book Inberitance: a memoir of
genealogy, paternity, and love by Dani Shapiro.

COMING EVENTS

e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
e Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

‘Janet Dailey,
Kill Her by C|

by Jam
nonfiction baoo

Kellerman, Connections in Death

Were Strangers by Brenda Novi Hou
tterson, The Au Pair by Emma Rous,

Ppaternity, and love by

/5

3
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will be used to purchase a set of four musical flowers for ¢ U
rden. These will be mnstalled in front of the library in | -

The House Next Doo

Dani Shapiro. .

COMING EVENTS

: ; Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. Sao

‘Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

; Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month :
. Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
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Wowsal What did you think of that “Polar Vortex?”.
| Downright chilly, wasn't it? You'll be glad to know your library
ing station if needed.

remained open and ready to be a
I was sutprised, but we did have people in most all the fime.

Don't you thini that sometimes people just need to prove to-

themselves that they can get out? The library is also a great
place to relieve your cabin fever! - : BIOhEE

And to those of you that are wondering; Yes, I still walked to
work! bundled up in my snow pants, boots, parka, mittens,
and scarf, then waddled my four bloeks to the Library. I really

wasn't bad when properly dressed, but it was way more fun

walking with the wind than against it[

. Things pretty much ground to a stop in the M‘idWeSt:,”so-wéj"

didn’t even get any new books inl e s
*OQur February Beok Club choice'is The Boston Girl L

Anita Diamant. I enjoyed the other book I read by this author,

so am looking forward to reading this onel Our catalog

‘describes it this way: “Recounting the story of her life to-

her granddaughter,’ octogenarian Addie describes how she

was raised in early-twentieth-century America by Jewish |

immigrant parents in a teeming multicultural neighberhood.”
Sounds like great historical fiction! Grab a. copy, then plan to
join our discussion Monday, February 25 at 7. p.m. B 1

. COMING EVENTS ;
" Tot Time every Monday at 10 a.m. :
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month .
Book Club is 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

I'Y with Glenda Mulder
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Cuts to Dye For
and Glenda
Mulder Honored
with Pocabontas
County Business

Awards

In January, the
Pocahontas
County Economic
Development
Commission
(PCEDC) honored
the recipients of the
2019 Pocahontas
County business
awards. Cuts to Dye
For of Laurens, Iowa
; was selected as this
M) year's Business of the
Year, and Glenda
Mulder, Director of
\y the Laurens Public Library, was recognized
as the very first Pocahontas County Boss
of the Year. |
PCEDC created the Pocahontas

o v
S. ¥\( go{ ‘.J‘Uj County Business Recognition Program

last year to formally recognize excellent
businesses and individuals that contribute
to the economic vitality and quality of

life in Pocahontas County. Community
members across the county submitted
nominations for businesses and individirale

At the Library The Poprr
with Glenda Mulder

February 6, 2019

Wowsa! What did you think of
that “Polar Vortex”? Downright
chilly, wasn't ic> You'll be glad

to know your library remained
open and ready to be 2 warming
station if needed. I was surprised,
but we did have people in most
all the time. Don’t you think that
- sometimes people just need to prove to themselves that they can get out?
The library is also a great place to relieve your cabin fever!

And to those of you that are wondering: Yes, I still walked to work!
I'bundled up in my snow pants, boots, parka, mittens & scarf, then
waddled my four blocks to the library. It really wasn't bad when properly
dressed, but it was way more fun walking with the wind than against it!

Things pretty much ground to a stop in the Midwest, so we didn’t
even get any new books in!

Our February Book Club choice is 75 Boston Girl by Anita Diamant.
I enjoyed the other book I read by this author, so am looking forward to
reading this one! Our catalog describes it this way; “Recounting the story
of her life to her granddaughter, octogenarian Addie describes how she was
raised in early-twentieth-century America by Jewish immigrant parents
in a teeming multicultural neighborhood.” Sounds like great historical
fiction! Grab a copy, then plan to join our discussion on Monday,
February 25 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
* Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

new ideas, and she’s not afraid of a little —
or a lot — of work. In 2018 alone, Glenda
and her team held 199 programs for
grade school students, 73 programs for
adults and 27 programs for teens, totaling
about 5,000 attendees.

Glenda is often the first to volunteer,
and her fellow workers and community
members can rely on her to get things
done. She has a passion for her work
and her community; and she plays an
active role on various committees and
boards including the State Library Panel,
Pocahontas County Foundation board,
Laurens swimming pool fundraiser, and
more. Mulder is an exceptional boss,
leader and innovator, and a great asset to
Pocahontas County! |

PCEDC thanks all who submitted
nominations for the Pocahontas
County business awards this year and
strongly encourages everyone to submit
nominations for both Boss of the Year
and Business of the Year during the next
awards cycle. “We have a lot to be proud
of,” proclaimed Tiedeman, “so let’s show )
itof” “TNe Poger 4|13

explaining how they've made an impact in
the community. “Is wonderful to see the
pride and admiration that communities
have for their local businesses and leaders,”
said PCEDC marketing coordinator
Gretchen Tiedeman. “We are thrilled to
show off the tremendous people and places
that we have in Pocahontas County by
giving out these awards each year.”

Erica Svuba, owner of Cuts to Dye
For, opened up shop in her twenties and
reached her milestone tenth anniversary last
year. Over the years, Svuba
managed to continually
grow her business, offering
new products and services,
all while balancing family
and kids and a very active
role in the community.
Erica serves on the board
of the Laurens Chamber
and Community Boosters,
continues to be a key part of
organizing community events
like the Easter Carnival,
and has played a vital role
in developing and running
county organizations such as
Pocahontas County Young
Professionals and 100+ Women Who Care.
Erica is an outstanding businesswoman and
volunteer, and as many will tell you, a great
friend.

| Glenda Mulder has served as the

Director of the Laurens Public Library
since 2006. Not only is her vibrant and
charismatic personality captivating for all
those around her, but she also demonstrates
the skills and attitudes of an exemplary

leader. Glenda is an out-of-the-box thinker '
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Tuesday, February 5th @ 6:30 pm

Come join us to create your own Valentine Cards using our supplies.

Sign-up as class size will be limited.
This is for adults. Children can participate if accompanied by an adult

Laurens Public Library
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We will have some stories, songs, games and a craft.
See you then!
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At the Library e By

with Glenda Mulder
February 20, 2019

Did you miss me last week? We spent the week playing with a couple of our
favorite almost 2 year olds. I had forgotten how much sleep they require and
didn’t bring enough books! I took this as a sign that I was supposed to try an
ebook. I followed the “Bridges” link on our webpage, just like I've instructed so
many patrons to do. The process really is casy and I was glad to have the option.
Now I can say I have read a few ebooks! I do have to admit, I still prefer the
paper copy, but can see that this is a good alternative when traveling!

New novels lately include: Never 72/l by Lisa Gardner, Devil’s Daughter by
Lisa Kleypas, Chefby James Patterson, Golden Child by Claire Adam, Playing for
Keeps by Jill Shalvis and 7he Nowhere Child by Christian White. Waomen Rowing
North: Navigating life’s currents and flourishing as we age by Mary Pipher is a new
nonfiction selection.

Our February Book Club choice is 7he Boston Girl by Anita Diamant.
enjoyed the other book I read by this author, so am looking forward to reading
this one! Our catalog describes it this way; “Recounting the story of her life
to her granddaughter, octogenarian Addie describes how she was raised in
early-twentieth-century America by Jewish immigrant parents in a teeming
multicultural neighborhood.” Sounds like great historical fiction! Grab a copy;
then plan to join our discussion Monday, February 25 at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
* Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

At the Library The Pop,

with Glenda Mulder
February 27, 2019

I was scheduled to take a couple online
continuing education classes last week.
T usually try to do them before the
library opens, but that’s not always
possible. Well, luck was on my side
this time, it was pretty quiet in here on
Wednesday when I was taking them!
The All Iowa Reads program has been
around for years. Last year they introduced kids' book selections. So my webinars
were about 2019 nonfiction adult selection 7his Blessed Earth: A Year in the

Life of an American Family Farm by Ted Genoways and the kids book Amina's
Voice by Hena Khan. Both authors spoke, information was given about the All
Iowa Reads program, and ideas for implementation this year were given. It was
actually a great way to spend a snowy day!

New novels this week include: 7he Lost Man by Jane Harper, The Last
Romantics by Tara Conklin, No Exit by Taylor Adams, Justified Murder by Jude
Devereaux, Chocolate Cream Pie Murder by Joanne Fluke, The Lost Girls of Paris
by Pam Jenoff, Lost Children Archive by Valeria Luiselli, Dear George, Dear Mary:
A Novel of George Washington's First Love by Mary Calv and Finding Dorothy by
Elizabeth Letts.

Deb has fun plans for a St. Patrick’s Day themed Take it Tuesday, March Sth.
Class size is limited, so contact the library if you'd like to sign up!

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 am
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 pm the 1st Tuesday of the month

Lauren?
Public

Library
February
2019
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THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

ANITA DIAMANT

Mo wd THE BED YENT and DAY AFTER mIGHT

Please return
this book by our
discussion

Monday
2/25/19
@ 7:00 pm
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Tuesday, March 5th @ 6:30 pm
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Come join us to create your own St. Patricks Wine Bottle.
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Deborah ‘Burow, .
about her “Let. Your P
‘how to create fun, 3 sical, colorful creatures in a relaxed
atmosphere where you will be free to play with WATERCOLOR
paint without fearing you are “messing up.” If you paint tightly
and want to loosen up or don’t paint at all, this class will begin
to set you free. Mess ups are accidents that lead to wonderful
- art opportunities to color outside the lines and create beautiful
art that comes from the joy and loving to create that lives in
you. Using watercolor paints we will play with the paint, fill
a watercolor paper with YOUR favorite colors, add lines with
whimsical shapes (you DO NOT need to be a skilled iltustrator),
learn how to add to a basic design to fill it with art elements
and LOTS of details that make smile. You can use my sample
art as a guideline, copy it, or change colors or words, or add
shapes to make it your own. There are no right or wrong ways
to paint in this class. It is a chance to try new ideas, learn from
each other, and ask me any questions you may have.
*_ “This is not a learn to draw class. We will all try to move out
of the box that we are familiar with and create art that is more
free than what we have produced in the past. We will have
fun playing with color and paint and break many art “rules.”
Instead, our art hearts will rule. We will learn basic facts about
using watercolor paints, mixing colors, and discovering art
elements to pull it all together.” Wow, that sounds fun! We will
have sign up information soon:
- New novels this week include: Silent Night by Danielle
- Steel, Forgotten Hours by Katrina Schumann, First Lady
by James Patterson, The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides,
‘ Good Riddance by Eleanor Lipman, Last Woman in'the
Forest by Diane LesBecquets, Early Riser by Jasper Fforde,
' Cemetery Road by Greg lles, Perfect Alibi by Phillip Margolin,
‘Friend by Sigrid Nunez, When You Are Near by Traci Peterson,
| The Huntress by Kate Quinn, Island of Sea Women by Lisa
 See, and California Girls by Susan Mallery. New nonfiction
includes, Grateful American: A Journey from Self to Service
| by Gary Sinise, and Girl, Stop Apologizing: A Shame-Free
Plan for Embracing and Achieving Your Goals by Rachel
Hollis. SR S i : A
__* OurBook Club choice for March is the classic dystopian novel
1984 written by George Orwell. This book will. be celebrating

70 years in print this year. I read this book in high school.
((back when 1984 was in the futurel) but am looking forward'
to reading it again. The novel is set in the year 1984 when

~most of the world population have become victims of perpetual
‘war, propaganda, and ever present government surveillance.
‘Independent thinking is persecuted. Come pick up ‘a book and
join our discus Monday, March 25 at 7 p.m.. '

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
March 6, 2019

What do you think of all this snow?
Well, you know I think it’s gorgeous,
but it does make some things a bir
more of a challenge! Did you know
the Library delivers to patrons who
are homebound? If you are having a
hard time getting to the Library or
know someone who is, please call
the library and take advantage of this
service!

Deb has been working with
Arts on Grand for the next set of
ALLI art classes. Classes will be on
4 consecutive Thursday evenings
beginning April 11. Our instructor
will be Deborah Burow, Painter of
Joy. Here’s what she has to say about
her “Let Your Paintbrush Dance”
classes: “We will learn how to create
fun, whimsical, colorful creatures in
a relaxed atmosphere where you will
be free to play with WATERCOLOR
paint without fearing you are
“messing up”. If you paint tightly
and want to loosen up or don’t paint
at all, this class will begin to set you
free. Mess ups are accidents that
lead to wonderful art opportunities
to color outside the lines and create
beautiful art that comes from the joy
and loving to create that lives in you.
Using watercolor paints we will play

. with the paint, fill a watercolor paper

with YOUR favorite colors, add lines
with whimsical shapes (you DO
NOT need to be a skilled illustrator),

Not a newo Service, but +ry Mé o Make peocple

learn how to add to a basic design to
fill it with art elements and LOTS
of details that make you smile. You
can use my sample art as a guideline,
copy it, or change colors or words,
or add shapes to make it your own.
There are no right or wrong ways to
paint in this class. It is a chance to try
new ideas, learn from each other, and
ask me any questions you may have.
“This is not a learn to draw class.
We will all try to move out of the
box that we are familiar with and
create art that is more free than what
we have produced in the past. We
will have fun playing with color and
paint and break many art “rules”.
Instead, our art hearts will rule. We
will learn basic facts about using
watercolor paints, mixing colors, and
discovering art elements to pull it all
together.” Wow, that sounds fun! We
will have sign up information soon.
New novels this week include:
Silent Night by Danielle Steel,
Forgotten Hours by Katrina
Schumann, First Lady by James
Patterson, 7he Silent Patient by Alex
Michaelides, Good Riddance by
Eleanor Lipman, Last Woman in the
Forest by Diane LesBecquets, Early
Riser by Jasper Fforde, Cemetery Road
by Greg lles, Perfect Alibi by Phillip
Margolin, Friend by Sigrid Nunez,
When You Are Near by Traci Peterson,
The Huntress by Kate Quinn, Island
of Sea Women by Lisa See and
Culifornia Girls by Susan Mallery.
New nonfiction includes: Grateful
American: A Journey from Self to
Service by Gary Sinise and Girl, Stop

Apologizing: A Shame-Free Plan for
Embracing and Achieving Your Goals
by Rachel Hollis.

Our Book Club choice for March
is the classic dystopian novel 1984
written by George Orwell. This book
will be celebrating 70 years in print
this year. I read this book in high
school (back when 1984 was in the
future!) but am looking forward
to reading it again. The novel is
set in the year 1984 when most of
the world population have become
victims of perpetual war, propaganda,
and ever present government
surveillance. Independent thinking
is persecuted. Come pick up a book
and join our discussion Monday,
March 25 at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st
Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of
the month
* Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday

The Q‘_F., monthly
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
March 13, 2019

QOur Book Club
choice for March
is the classic
dystopian novel
1984 written by
George Orwell.
This book will
be celebrating

surveillance. Independent

Monday;, March 25 at 7 pm.

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnewe@gmail.com

A few times a month, groups
of Laurens-Marathon students
grab their brown bag lunches
— and their colorful lunch
bags, too — and hit the road.

They don't have far to go,
though. They’re just walking
the block from the school to the
Laurens Public Library, where
they quickly take seats at tables
near the children’s section.

On a recent Friday morning,
retired kindergarten teacher
Jeri Wenell was waiting for
them, with several books pulled
out, ready to be read.

The first, “I am a Donkey,”
walked the fourth-grade
students through a humorous
exchange based on grammar
rules. The second, was more
historical, giving the students
a look at the lives of children
left behind during World War II,
while their fathers were at war
and their mothers headed off to
work in factories.

“We love the brown bag
lunch,” teacher Jo Ann Behrens
said. “Glenda (Mulder) and Jeri
find.fun books.” :

70 years in print this year. I read
this book in high school (back
when 1984 was in the future!) but
am looking forward to reading it
again. The novel is set in the year
1984 when most of the world
population have become victims
of perpetual war, propaganda,

and ever present government

thinking is persecuted. Come pick

up a book and join our discussion

Deb has been working with
Arts on Grand for the next set
of ALLI art classes. Classes will
be on 4 consecutive Thursday
evenings beginning April 11.
Our instructor will be Deborah
Burow, Painter of Joy. Here’s part
of what she has to say about her
“Let Your Paintbrush Dance”
classes: “We will learn how to
create fun, whimsical, colorful
creatures in a relaxed atmosphere

Each class that participates’

register.

Lunch time is story time for Laurens

comes once a month. The
program has gone on for years
— since well before Mulder
became librarian. Mulder and
Behrens couldnt even decide
who, for certain, started the
program.

After

Wenell finished

reading, children packed up |
their lunches, then headed to |

the bookshelves.

Aidan Garman said he likes
the program.

“We get to eat at the library
when she’s reading,” he said,

adding that feels a little like |

breaking the rules.

Diana Wiley was excited to
look up some new books.

“We get to read,” she said,
her enthusiasm evident in her
voice.

Wiley especially enjoys the
Goosebumps series and other
scary books, she said.

After checking out their
new books, the fourth-grade
students donned their coats
and hats — the sun was
shining, but they still had to
wear their cold-weather gear —
and headed back to school, just
in-time for recess.

where you will be free to play with
WATERCOLOR paint without
fearing you are “messing up”. If
you paint tightly and want to

art opportunities to color outside
the lines and create beautiful

art that comes from the joy and
loving to create that lives in you.
This is not a learn to draw class.
We will all try to move out of
the box that we are familiar with
and create art that is more free
than what we have produced

in the past.” Classes are limited
to 20 participants each and are
filling fast! Contact the library to

New novels this week include:
Silent Footsteps by Jo Bannister,
Vacuum in the Dark by Jen
Beagin, Walf Pacz by C.]. Box,
Run Away by Harlan Coben, A/
the Wrong Places by Joy Fielding,
Beautiful Bad by Annie Ward,
Hbuse on Fire by Bonnie Kistler,
Chronicles of a Radical Hag by
Lorna Landvig, Liztle Faith by
Nichola Butler, Jrz Another Time

and the Six by Taylor Reid.
In nonfiction we received
loosen up or

don't paint at Gunner, His Enemy, and a

3 " Fakic classes, contact the library right supplies.
:Vﬂjltlil:gjaz [C}Oé; u;&f:lz_;f I\IZ:L:ZSIL?(;idte‘;‘%r away, f:lasscfs are filling up fast!
set you free. Order, Inner Calm: Declutter gh'cscblndlllvgual -L&tnzour‘ £ COMING EVENTS
Mess ups and Organize to Make More DRI 5 aHCe VLS ¢ Tot Time Mondays at 10 a.m.
are accidents Room for Happiness by Gretchen Watc.rcolor classes are "ﬂ:u?r fday ¢ Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the
that lead to Rubin. svenings from 6-8 Pa April 11, 1st Tuesday of the month
wonderful 18’321{5 aiMalez‘ '_I‘?}ign uff for one, * Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday
or take them all! These classes are =
COMING EVENTS . of the month :
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. Enadc possible b).' an ALLI Grant e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th
o Talth 15 Thiselliy 6:30 .. the Lt from the State Library of lowa Tuesday monchly L

Tuesday of the month
the month
monthly
¢ ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m.
April 11, 18, 25 & May 2

May 6 at 7 p.m.

Good book, g .
Jerli Wenell, a retired kindergarten teacher,
Public Library !l-.mh» 185. Photo by Esln Somme:

by Jill Cantor, Stranger Diaries
by Elly Griffiths, and Daisy Jones

Spearbead: An American Tank

© Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of

* Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday

¢ POWs in Iowa with Linda McCann

ood food ~cwrens Scin Merch 3T 2089

The First Tuesday of each month,
Deb shares a creative craft idea,
gathering all the goodies needed.
Tuesday, April 2, will bring cute
little Easter Bunnies! Please let us
know if youd like to attend, so
we can be sure to have enough

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
March 20, 2019

[f you want to be a part of the fun
of our free watercolor painting

ind will be taught by Deb Burow
rom Arts on Grand.,

Our Book Club choice for
March is the classic dystopian
a0vel 1984 written by George
Orwell. This book will be
selebrating 70 years in print this
7ear. The novel is set in the year
1984, when most of the world
>opulation have become victims
>f perpetual war, propaganda,
wnd ever present government .
wurveillance. Independent
‘hinking is persecuted — I can
»nly imagine what my book club
riends will have to say about that!
Come pick up a book and join
sur discussion Monday, March 25
1t 7 pm.

Take it Tuesday is becoming a
avorite monthly library program!

° ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m.
April 11, 18, 25 8 May 2

e POWs in Iowa with Linda
McCann May 6 at 7 p.m.

Public
Library
March

; AL :
from the State Library of Towa and will be taught by Deb Burow
i from Arts on Grand. e i 5
.+ Our Book Club choice for March is tl ssic, :
| novel 1984 written by George Orwell. This book be
celebrating 70 years in print this year. I read this book in high
I school (back when 1984 was in the futurel] but am lcoking
forward fo reading it again. The novel is set in the year 1984
 when most of the world population have become victims of
perpetual  war, propaganda, and ever present government
surveillance. Independent thinking is persecuted. Come pick|
up a book and join our discussion March 25 at 7 p.m.
‘Take it Tuesday is becoming a'favorite monthly library
programi The First Tuesday of each month Deb shares a creative
craft idea, gathering all the goodies needed, Tuesday, April 2,
will bring cute little Easter Bunnies] Please let us know if you’d
| like to attend so we can be sure to have enough supplies’
New novels include: Silent Footsteps by Jo Bannister,
Vacuum in the Dark by Jen Beagin, Wolf Pack by C.J. Box,
Run Away by Harlan Coben, All the Wrong Places by Joy
Fielding, Beautiful Bad by Annie Ward, House onFire by
Bonnie Kistler, Chronicles of a Radical Hag by Lorna Landvig,
Little Faith by Nichola Butler, In Another Time by Jill Cantor,
Stranger Diaries by Elly Griffiths, and Daisy Jones and the
Six by Taylor Reid. In nonfiction we received: Spearhead:
An American Tank Gunner, His Enemy, and a Collision
of Lives.in World War II by Adam Makos and Quter Order,
Inner Calm: Declutter and Organize to Make More Rooin
for Happiness by Gretchen Rubin. ’

Please return
this book by our
discussion

Monday
3/25/19
@ 7:00 pm

COMING EVENTS S S
- Tot Time Every Monday at 10 am. - N
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the st Tuesday of the month
30 Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month {
- Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
ALLI Paint Classes 6 - 8 p.m. April 11, 18, 25, and May
;i POWs in lowa with linda McCann May 6 at 7 p.m.
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Did you miss me last week? ] was on Spring Break plc'mg
with four of my favorite kids ‘and forgot to ask Deb to fi

much fun to worry about itt Now I’m back and of course, i h g Vic
a lot to say.

New movels this week mclude Celtic Empire by ¢
Cussler, My Lovely Wife by Samantha Downing, Blood i
by Linda Fairstein, Hunting Party by Lucy Foley, Darlk Tribute
by Iris Johansen, deerbox by Beverly Lewis; The Last Year
of the War by Susan Meissner, Desp Hatrbor by Fern Michasls
Library of Lost and Found by Phaedra Patrick, Cornwalis er»,_
Gone by James Patierson, Fifth Doctrine by Karen Robards,
Age: of Light by Whitney Scharer, American Princess by
Stephanie Thornton; Wild Card by Stuart Woods, You -Owe:
Me a Murder by Exleen Cogk, Lost Roses by Martha: Kelly,
Two Weeks by Karen Kingsbury, Triple Jeopardy by Anne
Perry, Someone Knows by Lisa Scottoline, Wonderful Stxolke
of Luck by Ann Beaty, The List by J.A, Jance, and Miracie at:
St Andrews by James Patterson. They are joined by a. couple|
nonfiction selections: Don't Stop Bellevin® by Olivia Nawion
John and American Spirit: Profiles in Reailience, Coutage,
and Faith by Tara Kyle.

There are still a few spots Ieft in each of our upcormﬁg "Lct
Your Paintbrush Dance: Whimsical Watercolor” classes. Tueee-

made possible by an ALLI Grant from the State Library of
and will be taught by Deb Burow from Arts oo Grand. |
. Our Book Club choice for April is also this year’s Al I
Reads selection, This Blessed Earth: A Year in the Life:n
American Family Farm by Ted Genoways. I think this
will resonate with many of our patrons. Here’s the descri 1
“The famﬂy farm lies at the heart of our national identity, yet
its future is in peril. Par from an isolated refuge beyond the
reach of global events, the family farm is increasingly at the'
crossroads of emerging technologies and international detents,
Ted Genoways explores” this rapidly changing landscape of
small, traditional farming operations, mapping as it umola-.
day to-day.
~ “For forty years, Rick Hammond has raised cattle and ‘,roys
on his wife’s fifth-generation farm. But as he prepares to hznd
off the operation to his daughter Meghan and her husband
Kyle, their entire way of life is under siege. Confronted by rising
corporate ownership, encroaching pipelines, groundwater
depletion, climate change, and shifting trade policies, st
farmers are often catight in' the middle and fightin,
to preserve their way of life. Following the Hammonds
harvest to harvest, This Blessed Earth is both a history =
American agnculture and a portrait of one family's strugz'e
hold on to their legacy.” So grab a copy and join the d13cv
Monday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m, the 1st Tuesday of the moxn *rn
Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month i

Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly :
ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m. April 11, 18, 25 & May % "
POWs in lowa thh Linda McCann May 6at7 p.m.
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
April 3,2019 “Th e
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Did you miss me last week? I was
on Spring Break playing with 4
of my favorite kids and forgot to
ask Deb to fill in. By the time I
realized this, it was too late and

I was having too much fun to

worry about it! Now I'm back and

of course, I have a lot to say.
New novels this week include:
Celtic Empire by Clive Cussler,
My Lovely Wife by Samantha
Downing, Blood Oath by Linda
Fairstein, Hunting Party by
Lucy Foley, Dark Tribute by Iris
Johansen, Tinderbox by Beverly
Lewis, 7he Last Year of the War
by Susan Meissner, Deep Harbor
by Fern Michaels, Library of Lost
and Found by Phaedra Patrick,
Cornwalls are Gone by James

Patterson, Fifth Doctrine by Karen

Robards, Age of Light by Whitney
Scharer, American Princess by
Stephanie Thornton, Wild Card
oy Stuart Woods, You Owe Me a

Murder by Eileen Cook, Lost Roses

oy Martha Kelly, Zivo Weeks by
Karen Kingsbury, Zriple Jeopardy
oy Anne Perry, Someone Knows by
Lisa Scottoline, Wonderful Stroke
of Luck by Ann Beaty, The List

oy J.A. Jance and Miracle at St
Andyrews by James Patterson. They
wre joined by a couple nonfiction
selections: Don't Stop Believin’ by

Olivia Newton John and American
Spirit: Profiles in Resilience,
Courage, and Faith by Tara Kyle.

There are still a few spots left in
each of our upcoming “Let Your
Paintbrush Dance: Whimsical
Watercolor” classes. These will
be Thursday evenings from 6-8
pm April 11, 18, 25 & May 2.
Sign up for one, or take them all!
These classes are made possible
by an ALLI Grant from the State
Library of Iowa and will be taught
by Deb Burow from Arts on
Grand.

Our Book Club choice for
April is also this year’s All lowa
Reads selection, 7his Blessed Earth:
A Year in the Life of an American
Family Farm by Ted Genoways.

I think this book will resonate
with many of our patrons. Here’s
the description: “The family farm
lies at the heart of our national
identity, yet its future is in peril.
Far from an isolated refuge
beyond the reach of global events,
the family farm is increasingly

at the crossroads of emerging
technologies and international
detente. Ted Genoways explores
this rapidly changing landscape
of small, traditional farming
operations, mapping as it unfolds
day to day.

“For forty years, Rick
Hammond has raised cattle and
crops on his wife’s fifth-generation
farm. But as he prepares to hand
off the operation to his daughter

Meghan and her husband Kyle,
their entire way of life is under
siege. Confronted by rising
corporate ownership, encroaching
pipelines, groundwater depletion,
climate change, and shifting
trade policies, small farmers are
often caught in the middle and
fighting just to preserve their way
of life. Following the Hammonds
from harvest to harvest, 7pis
Blessed Earth is both a history

of American agriculture and a
portrait of one family’s struggle to
hold on to their legacy.” So grab
a copy and join the discussion
Monday, April 22 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time Mondays at 10 a.m.
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the
1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday
of the month
* Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th
Tuesday monthly
® ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m.
April 11, 18, 25 & May 2
* POWs in Iowa with Linda
McCann May 6 at 7 p.m.
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

April 10,2019 T ﬁ
opos”

I booked a couple lowa programs
that I thought sounded interesting.
Hope you do, too! On Tuesday,
April 30 at 7 p.m., Dave Baker will
be here to talk about Jowa: The 29th
State. He says, “Ours is a state of
99 counties; filled with 945 unique
incorporated communities, dozens
of unincorporated villages, scores of
ghost towns, and countless depots,
post offices, churches, cemeteries,
and landmarks. They all deserve
recognition, both the large and the
small.”

Then on Monday, May 6th
historian/author Linda McCann will
again join us, this time to talk about
her newest book, POW5 in lowa.
Linda’s Facebook page says about
the book, “Towa had about 25,000

sponsored by the Laurens Public
Library Foundation, so we'd like to
take 2 moment and thank you all for
your support!

We are about ready to kick off
our “Let Your Paintbrush Dance:
Whimsical Watercolor” classes. These
classes will be Thursday evenings
from 6-8 p.m. April 11, 18, 25 &
May 2. As I write this, there are a
couple spots left in the last 2 classes.
Let us know if you'd like to sign up.
These classes are made possible by an
ALLI Grant from the State Library
of lowa and will be taught by Deb
Burow from Arts on Grand.

Our Book Club choice for April
is also this year’s All Iowa Reads
selection, 7his Blessed Earth: A Year

COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st
Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of
the month
¢ Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday
monthly
o ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m.
April 11, 18, 25 & May 2
* Towa: The 29th State 7 p.m.
April 30th
* POWs in Iowa with Linda McCann
May G at 7 p.m.

At the ib ,,,Z/I/I'y with Glenda Mulder
BN 1 _:“"ls\ :

This is not much notice, but Representative Steve King will
be at our library Wednesday, April 17 for a Town Hall Meeting
from 2 to 3 p.m. Hope you can join us to hear what he has to
say, ask questions, and share your viewpoint on the issues
that concern you most. : ;

Some interesting new books have come in recently. Here’s a

L oo S,

v

rary.com
April 17,2019 :

in the Life of an American Family
Farm by Ted Genoways. The author
followed a year in the
life of a Nebraska farm
family, their triumphs
and challenges. Stop in

At the Library

Neon Prey by John Sanford, Under
the Table by Janet Evanovich and

downs of their profession. 'm hoping n of Troublesome Creek by Kim Richardson,

sampling of fiction: Redemption by David Baldacci, Mister by
E.L. James;, Miss Julia Takes the Wheel by Ann B. Ross, One.
Summer in Paris by Sarah Morgan, 13 Minute Murder by

James: Patterson, The Better Sister by Alafair Burke, Before
=07 7 nd by favorite Iowa author Heather Gudenkanif,

a few farmers attend this meeting,
and can share how this book relates

by John Sanford, Under the Table by Janet
nd August Isle by Ali Standish. In Large Print

with Glenda Mulder April
17,2019 “Tlne Pofes

August Isle by Ali Standish. In Large

Print we received The Gown: a novel

Ihe Gown: a novel of the Royal Wedding by

and pick up a copy and
son and Lost Roses by Martha Kelly, author of

German, Italian, and Japanese
join the discussion on

prisoners of war in the state from to them.

Monday, April 22 at
7 p.m.

1943-46. These were soldiers that
had been taken during battles, etc.
Algona and Clarinda were the main
camps, and there were about 17
branch camps in Iowa. The branch
camps were short-term, usually
during summer and fall, and most
were working in the fields or canning
factories. Linda has spoken with
many people who worked with the
POWs or got to know them, and she
shares their memories.”

Hope you can join us for both
programs, each at 7 p.m. Programs
such as these at our library are

Watercolor Class
at the Library

The paintbrushes were dancing in the
Laurens Public Library recently at

the first Whimsical Watercolor class.
Participants were guided through the
basics of watercolor painting, as well as
techniques to create a whimsical aardvark.
The painters took it from there, as some
followed Arts on Grand’s instructor

Deb Burow’s steps closely and some had
their own visions. It was fun to see the
differences and similarities in the pictures.
Most in the class had never used
watercolor before, a few had painted with
it, but all enjoyed their evening!

This free class was made possible by an
ALLI grant from the State Library of Towa
and the Iowa Arts Council. There are a few
openings in the remaining classes. Contact
the library if you are interested.

This is not much notice, but.
Representative Steve King will be at
our library Wednesday, the 17th for a
Town Hall Meeting from 2 to 3 pm.
Hope you can join us to hear what he
has to say, ask questions, and share
your viewpoint on the issues that
concern you most.

Some interesting new books have
come in recently. Here’s 2 sampling of
fiction: Redemption by David
Baldacci, Mister by E.L. James, Miss
Julia Takes the Wheel by Ann B. Ross,
One Summer in Paris by Sarah
Morgan, 13 Minute Murder by James
Patterson, The Better Sister by Alafair
Burke, Before She Was Found by
favorite Iowa Author Heather
Gudenkauf, Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek by Kim Richardson

Tne @W L—(ll'{hq

of the Royal Wedding by Jennifer
Robson and Lost Roses by Martha
Kelly, author of Lilac Girk.

The Library Foundation received
a donation from the friends and
family of Jean Larson, in memory of
her love of libraries. Some of the
above books, especially the mysteries
and large print, we purchased in her
memory and there are more to come!

With the first day of the month
on a Monday, our Book Club
meeting is coming up fast! We will
meet Monday, the 22nd at 7 pm to
discuss this year’s All Iowa Reads
selection, This Blessed Earth: A Year
in the Life of an American Family
Farm by Ted Genoways. This book
follows a Nebraska farm family
through a year to capture the ups and

Be sure to mark your calendar
for the upcoming programs of local
interest. April 30 at 7 p.m. David
Baker will be here to share interesting
stories and pictures from around
Towa: The 29th State. The next week,
historian/author Linda McCann will
return on Monday, May 6 at 7 p.m.

ry Foundation received a donation from the
amily of Jean Larson, in memory of her love of
me of the above books, especially the mysteries
1'1t, we purchased in her memory and there are
rst day of the month on a Monday, our Book Ciub
jming up fast! We will meet Monday, April 22 at
icuss this year’s' All JTowa Reads selection, This
h: A Year in the Life of an American Family
i Genoways. This book follows & Nebraska farm
th'a year to capture the ups and downs of their

She will be talking about her new
book POWs5 in Iowa, focusing on the

WWII years. ist. April 30 at 7 p.m. David Baker will be here to
ting stories and pictures from around Iowa: The

'he next week, historian/author Linda McCann

COMING EVENTS n Monday, May 6 at 7 p.m. She will be talking

m hoping a few farmers attend this meeting, and
w this book relates to them.
mark your calendar for the upcoming programs

e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the st
Tuesday of the month

s Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of ok Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
ird Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
Paint Classes 6-8 p.m. April 18, 25 & May 2
Iowa: The 29th State 7 p.m. April 30

in Jowa with Linda McCann May 6 at 7 p.m.

the month

e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday

monthly

o ALLI Paint Classes 6-8 p.m. April
18, 25 & May 2
° Jowa: The 29th State 7 p.m. April

30th

* POWs in lowa with Linda McCann
May 6 at 7 p.m.

:w book POWs in. Iowa, focusing on the WWII

COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
uesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

525

Whimsical watercolors

The paintbrushes were dancing in the Laurens
Public ' Library recently at the first Whimsical
Watercolor class. Participants were guided through
the basics of watercolor painting, as well as technigues
to create a whimsical aardvark. The painters took
it from there, as some followed Arts on Grand’s
instructor Deb Burow’s steps closely and some had
their own visions. It was fun to see the differences
and similarities in the pictures. Most of in the class
had never used watercolor before, a few had painted
with it, but all enjoyed their evening! This free class
was made possible by an ALLI grant from the State
Library of Iowa and the Iowa Arts Council. There are
a few openings in the remaining classes. Contact the
library if you are interested. Submitted photo.




TOWN HALL MEETING

Congressman Steve King

Representing the 4th District of lowa
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By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Congressman Steve King
knows Iowans are suffering
financial losses as trade wars
with China stretch-on.

King, who met with a crowd
of more than 40 people at the
Laurens Public Library April
17, talked at length “about
trade and what he hoped to
see as the result of President
Donald Trump’s attempts to
wrestle better agreements from
American trade partners.

“I would never have opened
up NAFTA,” King told the
constituents, referring to
the North American Free
Trade Agreement, which the
president is in the process of
renegotiating.

Still, King said, once the
president made that decision,

“I said, Let’s get the best deal
| we can.”

The draft version of the
revised NAFTA was supposed
to be unveiled in mid-April;
King said he thinks it may be
released soon. Once it is made
public, Congress has 30 days to
comment on it.

“Get ahold of us if there’s
anything that concerns you,”
King told the crowd.

What about the soybean
tariffs, Librarian Glenda Mulder
asked, passing along a question
she received via a social media
post prior to the town hall.

“That would be wrapped up
in the Chinese tariffs,” King
said, referring to the tariffs
China imposed on U.S. crops
after Trump enacted steep
tariffs on some Chinese imports
last year. “I think they will be
gone if we get a Chinese trade
agreement.”

He wasn’t so hopeful on when
that might happen, though.

“That’s a lot bigger and
harder,” he said, comparing the
Chinese trade situation to the
NAFTA negotiations. “I'm not
seeing the evidence that says
we're going to get a Chinese
deal in the short-term.”

The White House is more

accordingly. King said he did
argile with former Speaker of
the House Paul Ryan about
Republicans’ efforts to repeal
the ACA. Those bills were too
complex and ultimately failed.
King said he would support
either a wholesale repeal or
piecemeal legislation; no such
efforts have succeeded since
Congress approved the ACA in
2010.

He said he supports states
getting back in the health
insurance market, rather than
the federal government.

But is health insurance even
ht discussion, another
luent asked.
fith all the talk about
id for all, at what point
does government look at rising
health care costs, rather
ingurance costs,” Karla
sen asked.

regulate the cost
es, well have less
King said.

A retired teacher asked
King what he thought of U.S.
Depariment of Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos, who
has called for substantial
cutbacks.to education funding
natinnwidq, and whose own
department is looking at a
budget

we

King said he hasn’t
ized himself much
with what’s going on with
that department, “I'm not an
aggressive cutter there. Il
watch that a little more closely.”

Latis Todd wanted Kino

King hopeful o

h some tr
=i

Sommers.

optimistic, King said. Trump
also signaled about a month
ago that he would be willing to
lower tariffs on Chinese steel
in exchange for lower tax rates
on American grain headed to
China, King said.

The Congressman  said
he does see another positive
opening, for the U.S. to increase
trade with the European Union
and the United Kingdom.

“All it is is an opening,” King
said.

But if that happens, or if
the U.S. and Japan make any
headway on opening new trade
negotiations, which King said
might also happen, “we could
be in better shape in the long
run than we have been.”

Constituents pressed King
on health care — even people
who first thanked King for his
work in Congress then went
on to question some of King’s
proposals, such as a plan that
would let Americans opt out of
Medicare in favor of investing
their earnings in an account to
be drawn on once they hit 65.

the second-highest number
of amendments passed, King
said. This session alone, King’s
staff said he has introduced 26
bill amendments, which King
said are essentially bills at the
Congressional level.

will legislators ever

introduce legislation that the
average American can read and
understand, that’s limited to
a single topic and conforms to
a page limit, a woman asked
King.
King said he’s tried.

“I can’t win that argument
on narrowing it down to a
single topic,” he said.

He said he has been
particularly critical of former
Speaker Ryan on that very
subject, that legislation Ryan
supported in the realms of

- health care and immigration
was just too complex.

“I'll keep making the case,”
King said. “I'm glad you did
today. It’s the right thing to do.”

Kingfielded several questions

about immigration. The first
asked the Congressman to
weigh on the impact of Trump
levying political consequences
less aid to Central
American nations from which
thousands of undocumented
migrants are coming to the
United States. That seemed
like Trump was putting politics
over people, the man said.

King pointed out that Trump

hasn’t followed through on
that threat. He said the U.S.

ionnraed nrohlame

emsbe el astes

ade outcomes

U.S. Rep. Steve King talked about his hopes for trade
negotiations, and how the United States might benefit
from President Donald Trump opening talks om the
North American Free Trade Agreement. Photo by Erin

Just what figures are federal
officials working with that
would indicate the average
American has $20,000 or
more spare income to set aside
annually for such a program?

King acknowledged that
Iowans’ median income isn’t
terribly high, but he circled
back to what has been his
signature political issue since
President Barack Obama was
in office — that the Affordable
Care Act is a failure that needs
to be ended.

“Irefuse to give it the moniker
they want to use,” King said,
referring to the official name,
because the act did not lead to
the creation of affordable health
insurance policies. Whenever
King mentions the act, he calls
it Obamacare. “We’ll be in a bad
spot until the Supreme Court
decision comes down.”

That decision, hinging on a
case initiated by Texas officials,
calls again for the nation’s
highest court to invalidate the

See KING, Page 2

What about actual reform
to the immigration system,
changes that would make it
likelier for people to actually
comply with the laws to enter
legally, Kevin Kerns of Rolfe
asked.

The challenge with that,
King said, is that at any point,
about 5 million people are
waiting worldwide to emigrate
to the United States. How does
the government screen all those
people in a way that checks for
the kinds of immigrants who
would enhance the nation’s
economy and culture, bringing
in people with education and
financial resources that would
benefit the country as a whole?
King said other countries do
screen for all sorts of things,
pointing out that he thinks he
wouldn’t make the cut to move
to Canada, for example.

Of all of the issues facing
Congress right now, King said
immigration really is the most
complex.

Take a look at the U.S.-
Mexico border, which King
described as having an overload
of migrants.

“I don’t quite know how to
unravel what’s going on at the
border,” he said.

In response to a question
about “red flag gun seizure
bills,” King said he thinks gun
rights supporters will find an
ally in Trump, particularly
since Donald Trump Jr. is such
an avid hunter.
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By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Congressman Steve King
knows lowans are suffering
financial losses as trade wars
with China stretch on.

King, who met with a crowd
of more than 40 people at the
Laurens Public Library April
17, talked at length about
trade and what he hoped to
See as the result of President
Donald Trump’s attempts to
wrestle better agreements from
American trade partners.

“I would never have opened
up NAFTA,” King told the
constituents, referring  to
the North American Free
Trade Agreement, which the
president is in the process of
renegotiating.

Still, King said, once the
president made that decision,
“I said, Let’s get the best deal
we can.”

I The draft version of the
. Tevised NAFTA was supposed
| to be unveiled in mid-April;
. King said he thinks it may be

released soon. Once it is made
. public, Congress has 30 days
to comment on it.

“Get ahold of us if there’s
anything that concerns you,”

King told the crowd.
What about the soybean
. tariffs, Librarian Glenda

Mulder asked, passing along
; @ question she received via a
social media post prior to the
* town hall.
“That would be wrapped
. up in the Chinese ta:%;'
 King said, referring to the
tariffs China imposed on U.S.
crops after Trump enacted
{ steep tariffs on some Chinese
( imports last year. “I think they
¢ will be gone if we get a Chinese
trade agreement.”
He wasn’t so hopeful on
, when that might happen,
; though.
“That’s a lot bigger and
1 harder,” he said, comparing
. the Chinese trade situation to
the NAFTA negotiations. “I'm
(Dot seeing the evidence that

Lillliitar iegimiauvii, 10 sulil
efforts have succeeded since
Congress approved the ACA in
2010.

He said he supports states
getting back in the health
insurance market, rather than
the federal government.

But is health insurance even
the right discussion, another
constituent asked.

“With all the talk about
Medicaid for all, at what point
does government look at rising
health care costs, rather than
insurance costs,” Karla Sonksen
asked.

“If we regulate the cost of
services, we'll have less services,”
King said.

A retired

teacher asked

ﬂKing what he thought of U.S.

Department of Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos, who has
called for substantial cutbacks
to education funding nationwide,
and whose own department is
looking at a budget cut.

While King said he hasn't
familiarized himself much
with what’s going on with
that department, “I'm not an
aggressive cutter there. I'll watch
that a little more closely.” Erix

Laura Todd wanted King to
address his record of introducing

and passing bills during his
terms in Congress.

“I don’t know,” King said. “I

negotiations,

says we're going to get a Chinese
deal in the short-term.”

The White House is more
optimistic, King said. Trump

King hopeful on some

trade outcomes

U.S. Rep. Steve King talked about his hopes for trade
and how the United States might benefit
from President Donald Trump opening talks on the North
American Free Trade Agreement. Photo by Erin Sommers

also signaled about a month

ago that he would be willing to
lower tariffs on Chinese steel
in exchange for lower tax rates
on American grain headed to
China, King said.

The Congressman  said
he does see another positive
opening, for the U.S. to increase
trade with the European Union
and the United Kingdom.

“All it is is an opening,” King
said.

But if that happens, or if
the U.S. and Japan make any
headway on opening new trade
negotiations, which King said
might also happen, “we could be
in better shape in the long run

VIUS al uic LULIELCOSIULIal ICVEL,

Will legislators ever introduce
legislation that the average
American can read and
understand, that’s limited to a
single topic and conforms to a
page limit, a woman asked King.

King said he’s tried.

“I can’t win that argument on
narrowing it down to a single
topic,” he said.

He said ‘he has been
particularly critical of former
Speaker Ryan on that very
subject, that legislation Ryan
supported in the realms of
health care and immigration
was just too complex.

‘Tl keep making the case,”
King said. “I'm glad you did
today. It’s the right thing to do.”

King fielded several questions
about immigration. The first
asked the Congressman to
weigh on the impact of Trump
levying political consequences —
less aid — to Central American
nations from which thousands
of undocumented migrants are
coming to the United States.
That seemed like Trump was
putting politics over people, the
man said.

. King pointed out that Trump
hasn’t followed through on
that threat. He said the U.S.
ignored problems, particularly
corruption, in the Western
hemisphere at ite avwn mearil

|

than we have been.”

Constituents pressed King
on health care — even people
who first thanked King for his
work in Congress then went
on to question some of King’s
proposals, such as a A
‘mgd,lﬁt\mgim t::;g
Medicare in favor
their earnings in an account to
be drawn on once they hit 65.
Just what figures are federal
officials working with that would
indicate the average American
has $20,000 or more spare
income to set aside annually for
such a program?

King acknowledged that
lowans’ median income isn’t
terribly " high, but he circled
back to what has been his

See KiNG, Page 05
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the laws to enter legally, Kevin
Kerns of Rolfe asked.

The challenge with that, King
said, is that at any point, about
S million people are waiting
worldwide to emigrate to the
United States. How does the
government screen all those
people in a way that checks for
the kinds of immigrants who
would enhance the nation’s
economy and culture, bringing
in people with education and
financial resources that would
benefit the country as a whole?
King said other countries do
screen for all sorts of things,
pointing out that he thinks he
wouldn’t make the cut to move
to Canada, for example.

Of all of the issues facing
Congress right now, King said
immigration really is the most
complex.

Take a look at the U.S.-Mexico
border, which King described as
having an overload of migrants.

“I don’t quite know how to
unravel what’s going on at the
border,” he said.

In response to a question
about “red flag gun seizure
bills,” King said he thinks gun
rights supporters will find an
ally in Trump, particularly since
Donald Trump Jr. is such an
avid hunter.
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Laurens, Pocahontas I|brar|es to hos

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Dave Baker really just
wanted to show his college
roommate that Jowa had plenty
of things to see and do.

At first, Baker, then a
student at Central College in
Pella and an intern at the Pella
Historical Society, thought he’d
just run -out, take one picture
in each town in the county and
then show his friend some of
the neat buildings and features
Iowans can call their own.

It didn’t work out quite like
that.

“It mushroomed into
something much bigger,” Baker
said in a recent phone interview.
“It was pretty obvious within
the first two dozen towns that
wasn'’t going to suffice.”

Baker found himself asking
lots of questions, centered
around the theme of what
represents a particular
community. Fort . Dodge, for
example, was a town that lots
of lowans probably think they
have pegged as a post-industrial
city in decline. He doesn’t see it
that way at all.

“What is the essence of
Fort Dodge,” he said. “They've
got one of the best little art
museums in the country.”

The photos he takes,
bolstered by his research into
lowa’s ghost towns — towns

that disappeared as newly
built railways bypassed them,
for example, or just shrank
as populations concentrated
— coalesced into a project he
named The 29th State. The
project celebrates its 10th year
this year.

+Laurens-Marathon

Baker has been taking his
show on the road, so to speak,
for several years. His first
presentation was in 2015, in
Pella, thanks to his connections
from attending college there.

Next week, he has his first
triple-header planned and
it’s in Pocahontas County.
He'll start in the morning at
School,
then head to the Pocahontas
Public Library at 2 p.m. His last
presentation will be at 7 p.m. at
the Laurens Public Library. The
library events are free and open
to the public.

As he’s traveled the state,
Baker has learned a lot about
the dashed hopes and dreams
about lowans living in the 19th
century and early 20th century.

Take Pioneer in Humboldt
County that now has 22
residents, according to the
2010 Census. &

“Pioneer was a vibrant
commum'ty 100 years
ago,” Baker said. “This was
somebody’s pride at one point.”

Visiting  the shrinking
towns, where jobs are scarce
and schools have closed, has
_moments that Baker described
as real and raw.

“There really are people that
are struggling in the world,” he
said.

Northwestern Iowa doesn’t
have as many disappeared
towns as the eastern part of the
state. Baker said many of those
ghost towns were the result of
rail lines that didn’t come near
an already established town,
or the closure of coal mines.
He does not use the phrase
ghost town in any paranormal

Mothers by

~__Jean Larson

concen

18th Ahduetlon by Jamcs Pattersor

ghosts tovms,
‘cemeteries, and
.both the large and:

sense of the word, although he
does have a few ghost stories
from Tara in rural Webster
County. That town, now a
collection of a few houses, once
was the convergence point
for a number of railroad lines
and, as such, was the site of
multiple train collisions. Some
of lowa’s earlier documented
ghost stories were the result of
those crashes, Baker said.
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Steve King Visits
the Library

Towa 4th District Representative
Steve King visited Laurens
recently for a Town Hall
Meeting. Over 50 of his
constituents turned out to hear
where he stands on issues that are
important to them. He started
with an opening statement, then
took questions from audience
members.

Health care is on the minds of
many, as he answered questions
on rising health care costs and
Medicare for all. A citizen
expressed support of common
sense legislation i.e. bills that it
doesn’t take a law degree to read,
and King agreed there is a need
for this. King told a story of
hunting with Donald Trump Jr.
as he came out in strong support
of gun control. When asked, he
told he has a staff of 16 including

9th State

It’s just a little example of his
broader point — these towns
may be gone, but they were
unique communities not so far
back in the state’s history.

Finding information on the
state’s lost towns is fairly easy,
most of the time. Iowa’s state
archives have information on
even some of the most obscure
settlements, Baker said. “It’s amazing how many

So far, Baker has visited things you overlook,” he said.

April 24, £U19

68 of the state’s 99 counties,
and he’s finished document 34
counties entirely. Pocahontas
County will be his 35th
completed county.

Through his work, which
is actually his side gig, Baker
has gained a new appreciation
of what Iowa’s smallest
communities can offer.

...continued to page 6...

The Pospsr

Towa & Washington offices.
He went on to reveal that each
member of congress is allotted
1.3 million dollars annually for
staff and office expenses. Several
audience members expressed
concern over funding for
education, and Rep. King told of
his support of a voucher system.
A few questions, such as
student loan forgiveness, he was
unable to answer, but promised to
follow up with the answer in an
email to the questioner.
Representative King talked
personally with several constituents
after the meeting.

Oh what fun we are having in our ALLI watercolor paint classes! I've read
that it’s good for our brain to try new things. I don't know if it’s good for
my brain, but it feels like is good for my soul — maybe it's because of all
the laughing at the “happy little accidents.” For me, it’s not so much about
the outcome, it’s the creative process and being with others who aren’t
afraid to try something new. There are a couple chairs left in the remaining
classes, let us know if youd like to join the fun!

Just a few new books this week. Let’s change it up and do the nonfiction
first: Point of View: a fresh look at work, faith, and freedom by Elisabeth
Hasselbeck. Our new fiction selections include Mother in Law by Sally
Hepworth, Stone Mothers by Erin Kelly, Invited by Jennifer McMahon and
18th Abduction by James Patterson. We also received a few more large print
selections that were ordered in memory of Jean Larson.

Our lowa programs are coming up fast! April 30
at 7 p.m. David Baker will be here to share interesting
stories and pictures from around Jowa: The 29th State.
Here’s what his Facebook page has to say, “This is
Towa: The 29th State. It is a state of 99 counties; filled
with 945 unique incorporated communities, dozens
of unincorporated villages, scores of ghosts towns, and
countless depots, post offices, churches, cemeteries,
and landmarks. They all deserve recognition, both the
large and the small. Learn about the places we know
and love, but it is also about us—present, past, and
even future residents. Let's tell history, share memories,
honor ancestors, and learn how each community fits
_into the state and, more importantly, the country as a
whole.” He said he will concentrate his presentation on
Pocahontas County. '

The next week, historian/author Linda McCann will return on Monday,
May 6th at 7 p.m. She will be talking about her new book POWs in lowa,

focusing on the WWII years. COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. 4th Monday of the month
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with Glenda Mulder
May 1, 2019

Tomorrow evening brings our last
Whimsical Watercolor class with
artist Deb Burow. We have so
enjoyed it and stretched outside of
our normal comfort zones. Thanks to
the Iowa Arts Council and the State
Library of Jowa for giving us this
opportunity.
Oh goodness, Deb has been

busy processing new books this

week! In fiction we received: 7he Big
Kahuna by Stephanie Evanovich,
Antiques Ravin by Barbara Allen,
Little Darlings by Melanie Golding,
Courting Mr. Lincoln by Louis
Bayard, I Know Who You Are by Alice
Feeney, Wunderland by Jennifer Cody
Epstein, Road Home by Richard

Paul Evans, Miracle Creck by Angie
Kim, Inspection by Josh Malerman,
Tightrope by Amanda Quick, Sunset
Beach by Mary Kay Andrews, View
from Alameda Island by Robin Carr,
Willing to Die by Lisa Jackson,
Pursuits of Lord Kit Cavanaugh by
Stephanie Laurens, Far and Away by
Fern Michaels, Like Lions by Brian
| Panowich, 7he Overstory by Richard
Powers and Normal People by Sally
Rooney. Nonfiction selections
include: The Matriarch: Barbara
Bush and the making of an American
dynasty by Susan Page, A Dog Named
Beautiful: A Marine, a Dog, and a
Long Road Trip Home by Rob Kugler,
The Moment of Lift: How Empowering
Women Changes the World by
Melinda Gates, Gardentopia (What

1 beautiful book!) by Jan Johnsen,

7 2 i vﬁy““a
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29th State highlights history of Pocahontas County

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

In Pocahontas and Laurens
last week, Dave Baker of
Ankeny shared all he knew
about Pocahontas County,
focusing in particular on the
towns that have faded out of
existence.

Some of those towns weren’t
even towns at all, hobby
historian Baker said.

Take Shirley, in the southern
part of the county. Shirley
was more of a post office than
a town, and a post office that
moved as families moved on.

“There are literally thousands
and thousands of places in the
Midwest where there were post
offices,” Baker said. “We get
these places that have these ad
hoc communities that formed
around them.”

Shirley was never platted
and no buildings remain.

But one of Baker’s listeners
at the Pocahontas Public
Library April 30 knew more

than ‘a iile about shirey. 29th State facts

Corinne Peterson, whose known
for her work with the county’s Dave Baker, founder of the history site The 29th
Conservation — Office, grew State, talks at the Laurens Public Library April 29.

up near Shirley. Her parents Photo by Erin Sommers.
s13[19

lived there right after they got L 0 SEAT SEon
“Roadside attractions very tasteful and attractive”

*

= 7 ; 7 e ¥ married and her grandmother

SRer R e and great-aunt headed to
Shirley when they emigrated
from Norway.

“We have a trunk from my
grandmother who came from
Norway,” Peterson told Baker.

On the side is an address
label directing the trunk to the
Shirley Post Office.

Baker was delighted to hear
this tidbit.

“Shirley is not one I found
a whole lot of research on,” he
said.

Baker callsthese disappeared
communities ghost towns —
not in the sense of a haunted
locale, but in the sense that
what once was a thriving, if
often quite small, community
has faded out of existence.
While many of lowa’s ghost
towns can be found in eastern
Iowa, where established towns
disappeared when the railroads
passed them by, western lowa
isn’t without its own missing,
sometimes forgotten places.

Some are forgotten because
they didn’t last very long at all.

Look at Hard Times, a
Pocahontas place that lasted for

See 29th STATE, Page 2
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29th STATE:

From Page 1

lowa, the 29th State Program at
the Library < Pape- 539

Dave Baker illuminated Library patrons and L-M middle schoolers
about Iowa, the 29th State recently. Dave shared that his project
began when his college roommate said there was nothing to

Accidental Presidents: eight men who
changed America by Jared Cohen.
We ordered both the kids’ and adult
versions of American Moonshot: John
E Kennedy and the great space race

by Douglas Brinkley and Fly Girls:
how five daring women defied all odds
and made aviation history by Keith
O’Brien.

Next week, historian/author
Linda McCann will return to talk
about her new book POWs in Iowa.
Towa had about 25,000 German,
Italian, and Japanese prisoners of
war in the state from 1943-46.
These were soldiers that had been
taken during battles, etc. Algona and
Clarinda were the main camps, and
there were about 17 branch camps
in Jowa. The branch camps were
short-term, usually during summer
and fall, and most were working in
the fields or canning factories. Linda
spoke with many people who worked
with the POWs or got to know
them, and she shares their memories.
Join us Monday, May 6 at 7 p.m. to
learn more, or to get a copy of her
new book!

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
» Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
Tuesday of the month
¢ Book Club 7 p.m. May 20
(because of Memorial Day)
e Card Class 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday
monthly
e Last ALLI Paint Class 6-8 p.m.
May 2
* POWs in Iowa with Linda McCann
May 6 at 7 p.m.

one month under that name in
| 1872, then was renamed Spring
Flower, before being closed up
and rolled into Pomeroy.

Varina was a literal rolling
town when it was first started.
‘ Or, at least, the blacksmith

shop was a mobile one. Baker
| said the town’s founders built
‘ a hotel and the blacksmith
shop to accommodate the
railroads that did plan to come
| through the town. Once the
‘ railroad was established, the
[ blacksmith shop settled into a

‘ more permanent location.
He called up a picture of

Ware.

“Where is Ware?” an
audience member quipped after
reading the slide.

Ware was on the Chicago
and Pacific Railroad, on a
line that originated in Gowrie
and ran through Palmer and
Pocahontas. Francis Ware
owned the land that became
Ware in 1899. At one pointed,
it had & lumberyard, stores and
even a phone operator, Baker
said. There was an opera house
and 2 school. Once the same

i as Havelock, Ware just

moved on, many to Laurens,”
Baker said.

7/ Some structures are still
standing, though many of the
old buildings were damaged
by a tornado years ago, Baker
said.

The architecture in Iowa’s
towns says a lot about the
time each town was developed
and when each building was
constructed. Prairie churches
and early buildings were
functional, boxy with straight
lines and few decorative
finishes. Those buildings were
put up when settlers were
thinking about meeting needs.
Buildings had utility and
function, but form wasnt a
priority, Baker said.

Then, around the turn of
the century, towns wanted to
attract more residents and
they did so by constructing
buildings that sent the message
that the town was educated
and into arts. The buildings
met a specific type of taste,
Baker said.

“You had your music, you
had opera,” he said. “It was seen
as an indication of culture.”

1 e

e . N i s e

heyday, the building’s wooden
columns and other decorative
elements would have been
painted in bold, bright colors
to catch the eyes of passersby.
In Laurens, the building where
The Teapot Cafe now resides is
another example of that tasteful
architecture; in that case, the
building was designed in an
Italianette style, a long building
with repeating, tall windows on
upper floors.

Pocahontas has both that
Italianette style of buildings
— look for any of the brick
buildings that feature unique
design elements in the brick,
for example — as well as older,
more functional buildings. The

feature popped up in Iowa’s
small towns. While the first
half of the century was spent
trying to get people to step off
trains in small towns, mostly
through big, brick buildings
and striking architecture, the
1950s brought something new.

“Roadside attractions were
considered very tasteful and
attractive,” Baker said.

__Why?

“Everybody’s got a car,” he
said.

As the 20th century moved
on, communities began facing
new troubles. The buildings
that were the source of so much

_pride proved to be expensive

“and difficult to maintain.

St. Peter and Paul Catholic —_Communities returned to more

Church was mostly designed
in a simple, functional manner,
with a few flourishes atop the
bell tower, he said.

Compare that with the bigger
Catholic church on Highway 3.
That building is an example of
a move by Catholic parishes
across the state in the early
part of the 20th century to
build churches that echoed the
design of historic, European

SO e ¢ R e

of a functional design, and
empty brick buildings that
had deteriorated beyond repair
were torn down, changing the
landscape of small town Main
Streets across the state.

Baker  brought photos
and stories of a few other
Pocahontas County places.
Ridotto was the smallest
incorporated place in Iowa.
Founded in 1950, Ridotto was

said. The town was specifically
incorporated so the ballroom
could sell alcohol, Baker said.

Blandon was never a town,
but was a farm community built
around a large farm owned by a
well-to-do farmer. The farmer
had housing for workers, his
own steam miller and other
amenities, and even convinced
the railroad to put a stop in
at the site. After his death in
1904, the land was parceled
out and Blandon disappeared.

He brought tidbits about
towns that still exist, too.
Palmer, Baker said, was
originally going to be called
Hanson. The U.S. Postal Service
put an end to that, noting that
name was too close to Manson,
which is just a few miles away.

Baker said his goal, through
his talks at libraries and
historical societies around the
state, and with his blog, The
29th State, is to get people to
share stories about these towns
and Iowa’s history.

“Each one has a story to
tell,” Baker said. “It’s a primary
source to a time and a place. ...
We need people to interact with

scotcheroos!

see in Iowa. This lead him to photograph Iowa places he found
interesting, which lead to the discovery of many small towns
and ghost towns. This inspired him to share his discoveries on
social media and he plans to publish a book (or maybe 5!) After
the program at the Laurens Library, audience members shared
stories, asked questions and snacked on the perfect Iowa treat —

The 28th State
www.iowathezethsmt ;
% £.00m




Did you know?
lowa had about 25,000
German, Italian, and Japanese
prisoners of war in the state
from 1943-46. Algona and
Clarinda were the main camps,
and there were about 17
branch camps in lowa.

Join us to learn more!
7 pm
Monday, May 6t

Laurens Public Library
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We've had so much fun learning from Library programs
about the State we live in recently. Now we are switching
gears and turning to Summer Reading. More details to

| come about that — it’s still May, right?! We've got plenty
of time.

You know how we have had a card making class the
4th Tuesday of the Month? Well, it’s going to change for
the summer. Card making will still occur at the library
the 4th Tuesday, but that’s about the end of the similarity.
This summer there will be no need to preregister, so an
(almost) unlimited number of you can join the fun! It
will be self-guided using the Library’s equipment. We
ask that you bring your own paper supplies, so there is
no limit to the number of cards you can make! You can
choose the occasion cards you most need to make, use
our Cricut, stamps, embosser, die cuts, glue and table
space to create your unique cards! Deb & Laura will be
here to offer advice, as well as to make their own cards.
This month they will be making sympathy cards, (but
you can make whatever you need!) Hope to see you on
May 28.

New fiction this week includes: Blessing in Disguise
by Danielle Steel, Before She Was Found by Heather
Gudenkauf, Yankee Widow by Linda Lael Miller, 7he
Guest Book by Sarah Blake, The Daughter’s Tale by
Armando Correa, Such a Perfect Wife by Kate White and
American Agent by Jacqueline Winspear. In nonfiction we
received A Woman of No Importance: The untold story of
the American spy who helped win WWII by Sonia Purnell,
The Pioneers: The heroic story of the settlers who brought the
American ideal west by David McCullough and Lessons
Jfrom Lucy: the simple joys of an old, happy dog by Dave
Barry.

COMING EVENTS
¢ Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. May 20 (because of Memorial Day)
¢ Card Making 6:30 — 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

' be no riced to preregister, so an (almost) unlimited number of
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© Weve had sq.m\';éh'fmlg learning i:qrﬂ Library programs
about the State we live in recently. Now we are switching gears
and turning to Summer Reading. ‘More details to come about
that - it’s stili May, right?! We've got plenty of time. .

< You know how we have had 2 card making class the 4th
Tuesday of the month? Well, it’s going to change for the summer.
Card making will still occur at the library the 4th Tuesday, but
-that’s about the end of the similarity. This summer there will

you can join the fun! It will be self-guided using the Library’s
equipment. We ask that you bring your own paper. supplies,
so there is no limit to the number of cards you can make! You
can choose the occasion cards you most need to make, use our
Cricuit, stamps, embosser, die cuts, glue and table space to
create your unique cardsl Deb and Laura will be here to offer
advice; as well as to make their own cards: This month they
will be making sympathy cards, (but you can make whatever
you needl} Hope to see you May 28th.

Newr fiction this week includes: Blessing in Disguise by
Danielle Steel, Before She Was Found by Heather Gudenkauf,
Yankee Widow by Linda Lael Miller, The Guest Book' by
Sarah Blake, The Daughter’s Tale by Armando Correa,
Such a Perfect Wife by Kate White, and American Agent by
Jacqueline Winspear. In nonfiction we received A Woman of
Neo Importance: The untold story of the American spy who
helped win WWII by Sonia Purnell, The Pioneers: The heroi
story of the settlers who brought the American ideal w
by David McCullough, and Lessons from Lucy: the simp!
Jjoys of an old, happy dog by Dave Barry.

COMING EVENTS
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Author talks about WWIl POWs in lowa at Laurens Library

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com
Iowa’s reception of German
prisoners of war — as well as
the overall treatment of such
prisoners during World War II —
likely hastened the end of that
war, author Linda McCann told
Pocahontas County residents

at two presentations last week.
American officials decided

to abide by the Geneva
Convention rules regarding
POWs, McCann told groups at
the Pocahontas Public Library
and Laurens Public Library
May 6. That meant hot meals
in exchange for work, at least
for enlisted men, good medical
care, fair treatment and, most
importantly, the ability to send
letters home. The goal, McCann
said, was for the POWs to tell
their families how well they
were being treated and for
those families to pass along
that info to military officials in
Germany, Italy and Japan, in
hopes of improving treatment
of American POWs.

That didnt happen. But

¢ something else did.

“At the end of the war, they
were getting 13- and 14-year-
old boys as prisoners,” McCann
said. “If they heard they were
fighting the Americans, they
would lay down their weapons.
They knew how they would
be treated. They did not lay
down their weapons for the
Russians.”

That isn’t to say the Iowans
living outside Algona and
Clarinda, where the military
built two POW camps in 1943,
were welcoming, at least not at
first. People were scared that
prisoners would escape, and
those nearby residents whose
sons, brothers and husbands
were fighting in the war, who
had been killed or taken
prisoner themselves, expressed

their concerns and their
distrust of the prisoners. But
eventually, the relationship
between the prisoners and
the communities in which
they were housed warmed, to
the point of prisoners and the
farmers for whom they worked
corresponding well after the
end of the war.

“When Germany
surrendered, the Germans
were just as happy as the
Americans,” McCann said.

Some -asked to stay in the
United States, but all were sent
back home by 1946, McCann
said.

The United States needed

the manpower the POWs
provided. Factories = were
shorthanded and could

contract with the government
to put the prisoners to work.
Factories paid the government
hourly for the prisoners’ work,
with a percentage of the wage
going to the prisoner to be used
as credit for the commisary,
while the government kept
the rest of the wage. It cost
the U.S. government about $1
million in 1943 dollars to build
the POW camps in 47 states;
with the labor contracts, the
government made more than it
spent, McCann said.

Mothers in Algona expressed
some concerns at how some
of the POWs would be seen
staring at their children. Then,
one day, a POW explained that
the child he was looking at was
the same age as his own child
at home, a child he had never
met, McCann said.

“Most of our prisoners in
lowa were the draftees,” she
said, men who didn’t want to
pick up weapons to begin with.
Many were professionals, such
as doctors or lawyers.

One such doctor said he
criticized Adolf Hitler. The next

Iowa author Linda McCann visited Pocahontas Public
Library and Laurens Public Library May 6 to talk about
the World War II prisoner of war camp in Algona.
McCann wrote a book about the history of POWs in

Iowa. Photo by Erin Sommers. | O reNs Swr

day, military officials came
to his house and told him he
would enlist in the army or his
entire family would be killed.
“He said the best day of his
life was they day he was taken
prisoner, because he knew he
would survive the war,” McCann
said. “They were very happy to
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Lots of fun looking new books have come in recently. I may
have to take a couple days of vacation to read! In nonfiction
we received: Nanaville; Adventures in Grandparenting by
Anna Quinland and About My Mother: True stories of a
horse-crazy daughter and her baseball-obsessed mother
by Peggy Rowe (sister of Mike Rowe, famous for “Dirty Jobs”
show). In fictton we received: Never Game by Jeffery Deaver,
Night Window by Dean Koontz, Cari Mora by Thomas Harris,
Hope on the Inside by Marie Bostwick, Resistance Women
by Jennifer Chiaverini, Red, White, and Royal Blue by
Case McQuiston, Bend in the Stars by Rachel Barenbaum,
Rules for Visiting by Jessica Kane, Someone Knows by Lisa
Scottoline, Blessing in Disguise by Danielle Steel, and The
Night Before by Wendy Walker.

I have to confess to being a little sad when I read to our 5th
grade Brown Bag kids. It was their last onel Next year they will
be in middle school. What fun to look at those faces we have
seen since they started sc¢hool and think of all the books we
have read to them over the years. We hope this instilled a love
of reading and of the library, and that they will visit us often!

Our May Book Club choice is Educated by Tara Westover,
This nonfiction book, which reads like a novel, has been on
the best seller lists since its release 62 weeks agol When [ was
reading it, I kept having to remind myself that it was truel
Tara was born and raised in Idaho by a survivalist family who
did not send their children to school. The first time she set foot
in a classroom, she was 17 years old and ready to take her
SAT tests because she wanted to attend college. If you've read
this book before, or read it this month, join us Monday, May
20 (a week early because of Memorial Day!) at 7 p.m. This is
sure to be a lively discussion!

COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Monday at 10 a.m. until Memorial Day!
Talke i+ Tnesdav 6:30 n.m. the lst Tuesdav of the month |

be in Iowa. They were relieved
to not be with the guns.”

While each Iowa camp was
built to house 3,000 prisoners,
at one point, all of the Clarinda
prisoners were sent to Algona,
as the military emptied Clarinda
to house Japanese prisoners.
While Iowans had warmed to

the German prisoners, lIowans
were more opposed to working
with the Japanese prisoners.
The Japanese POWs had a
different outlook on being
captured, too.

“These men were considered
dead men (by their families),”
McCann said. “The Japanese
refused to let their parents

know they were alive. It was a

shame they were alive.”

It took about 10 days before
the majority of the POWSs
started complying with the
guards’ orders to work.

“At any one time, about 40
percent were refusing to work,”
McCann said.

Eventually, many of
the Japanese POWs were
conscripted to work in plant
nurseries in the area.

A Des Moines Register article
at the time about the Japanese
prisoners speculated about
what the country would do with
“1,000 dead men” at the end
of the war. But prisoners did
end up going home. After all,
they said, their emporer had
admitted defeat, which seemed
to mitigate the shame of their
capture. :

McCann said only one
building that housed prisoners
remains standing today, but
she speculated the POWs left
behind many more smaller
items as evidence of their time
in Iowa. She said she’s heard
from a number of people whose
family received handmade gifts
from POWs who worked on
their farms, for example.

“The Germans wanted to be
active,” she said. “They wanted
to be productive. They formed
choirs and bands and had
performances.”

McCann wrote a book,
“Prisoners of War in Iowa,” on

the subject.
Looowens S, S‘Isl;q

POW Camps in lowa Program at the
Library Tre Poper Slishia

Historian and author Linda McCann educated us about POW camps in
Iowa recently at the Laurens Public Library. She told of how residents of
Clarinda and Algona first found out the camps were coming in 1943 —
their local newspaper! The camps were identical; built on 200 acres near a
rail line, housed 3,000 prisoners and 100 guards. Local manufacturing
plants and farmers contracted to use the prisoners to fill the gaps left when
our men went overseas to fight the war. The Library purchased her book, so
come check it out if youd like to learn more!
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Lots of fun-looking new books have
come in recently. I may have to take
a couple days of vacation to read! In
nonfiction we received Nanaville;
Adventures in Grandparenting by
Anna Quinland and Abour My
Mother: True stories of @ horse-crazy
daughter and her baseball-obsessed
mother by Peggy Rowe (sister of Mike
Rowe, famous for “Dirty Jobs” show)
In fiction, we received: Never Game
by Jeffery Deaver, Night Window by
Dean Koontz, Cari Mora by Thomas
Harris, Hope on the Inside by Marie
Bostwick, Resistance Women by
Jennifer Chiaverini, Red, White, and
Royal Blue by Case McQuiston, Bend
in the Stars by Rachel Barenbaum,
Rules for Visiting by Jessica Kane,
Someone Knows by Lisa Scottoline,
Blessing in Disguise by Danielle Steel,
and The Night Before by Wendy
Walker.

I have to confess to being a little
sad when I read to our 5th grade
Brown Bag kids. It was their last one!
Next year they will be in middle
school. What fun to look at those
faces we have seen since they started
school and think of all the books we
have read to them over the years. We
hope this instilled a love of reading

| and of the library, and that they will

visit us often!

Our May Book Club choice is
Educated by Tara Westover. This
nonfiction book, which reads like a
novel, has been on the best seller lists
since its release 62 weeks ago! When

I was reading it, I kept having to
remind myself that it was true! Tara
was born and raised in Idaho by a
survivalist family who did not send
their children to school. The first
time she set foot in a classroom, she
was 17 years old and ready to take
her SAT tests because she wanted
to attend college. If you've read this
book before, or read it this month,
join us Monday, May 20 (a week
early because of Memorial Day!)

at 7 p.m. This is sure to be a lively
discussion!

COMING EVENTS
¢ Tot Time Monday at 10 a.m. until
Memorial Day!
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
Tuesday of the month

* Book Club 7 p.m. May 20 (because
of Memorial Day)

* Card Making 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. 4th
Tuesday monthly

Public
Library
May
2019

TARA
WESTOVER

Please return
this book by our
discussion

Monday
5/20/19

(a week early because of
Memorial Day!)

@ 7:00 pm
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Stop in now to pick up everything
you need to get you through the
Memorial Day weekend! We will
e celebrating right along with
you, so the library will be closed
Saturday through Monday.

We had our last Tot Time of
the season last Monday. They -
will start up again after Labor
Day. We take the summer off
Tom these to concentrate on our
Summer Reading program. This
vear’s theme is “A Universe of
Stories.” Our story times will be
Wednesdays at 1 o’clock starting
[une 12th. As a bonus, we have
‘he Blank Park Zoo scheduled on

This is a more DIY program,
where you bring your paper
goods, come use the library’s
equipment and tables and make
cards with your friends! This
month’s area of emphasis is
sympathy cards, but you can make
whatever you need! Contact Deb
or Laura if you have questions.

COMING EVENTS
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the
1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th
Monday of the month
e Card Making 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
4th Tuesday monthly
e War of the Rebellion with Tom
Shaw June 17 at 2 p.m.

The Poper

Horses Visit the
Library

On a Monday morning recently,

a couple horses, along with their
cowgitls, visited the Tot Time kids at
the Laurens Library. Miniature horse
Daylyn brought Amy Stern-Domek
and Sami Hudson brought her horse,
Dayrton. The kids enjoyed learning
about the horses’ food, petting the
horses, as well as sitting on a saddle
that was set up inside the library.

The Paper

This little cowboy is Gannon Reed. Looks
like his parents, Mason & Hilary, should be

haorse shopping soon!

Thursday, June 20th at 3 o’clock.
More details in June!

New fiction this week includes:
Summoning by Heather Graham,
Missing Season by Gillian French,
Star Crossed by Minnie Darke,
Missing, Presumed Dead by Emma
3erquist, Mistress of the Ritz by
Melanie Benjamin and Biloxi by
Mary Miller. We also received
hhree books about the popular
snline game, Fortnight, after a
:ouple young patrons pointed out
'0 me that we didn’t have any!

On Tuesday, May 28th from
5:30-8 p.m. we will start our
ummer version of card making.

A o f—--
nside the Library Amy Stern-Domek lets the kids smell the horse food,
they didn’t think it smelled very delicious!

Amy Stern-Domek & her mini horse Daylyn get to know Carla
Gustafson and her grandson Gage and friend Hayden, as well as the
other Tot Time kids.

DEAI'Y vith tenda Mulder
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Stop in now to pick up everything you need to get you
through the Memorial Day weekend! We will be celebrating
right along with you, so the library will be closed Saturday
through Monday.

| - We had our last Tot Time of the season last Monday. They
will start up again after Labor Day. We take the summer off
from these to concentrate on our Summer Reading program.
This year’s theme is “A Universe of Stories.” Our story times
will be Wednesdays at 1 p.m. starting June 12. As a bonus, we
have the Blank Park Zoo scheduled on Thursday, June 20, at
3 o’clock. More details in June!

New fiction this week includes: Summoning by Heather
Graham, Missing Season by Gillian French, Star Crossed by
Minnie Darke, Missing, Presumed Dead by Emma Berquist,
Mistress of the Ritz by Melanic Benjamin, and Biloxi by
Mary Miller. We also received three books about the popular
online game, Fortnight, after a couple young patrons pointed
out to me that we didn’t have anyl

Tuesday, May 28, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. we will start our
summer version of card making. This is a more DIY program,
where you bring your paper goods, come use the library’s
equipment and tables and make cards with your friends! This
month’s area of emphasis is sympathy cards, but you can
make whatever you need! Contact Deb or Laura if you have
questions.

: COMING EVENTS
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6:30 — 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
War of the Rebellion with Tom Shaw June 17 at 2 p.m.
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Oh, this is rich. The week after
Memorial Day and I have a brand
new Christmas book to tell you
about, the first of the 2019 season!
Its a Christmas Thing is by Janet
Dailey. Other fiction selections
include; Queen Bee by Dorthea
Benton Frank, Stone Circle by Elly
Griffiths, Hot Shot by Fern Michaels,
Unsolved by James Patterson, and
How Not to Die Alone (Great title,
isn’t it?!) by Richard Roper.

New nonfiction this week
includes: Fall and Rise; the story of
9/11 by Mitchell Zuckoff and How
to Forget; a daughter’s memoir by Kate
Mulgrew (based in Dubuque, TA!)

Our children’s department will
be filled with “A Universe of Stories”
this summer; that’s the summer
reading theme! It’s so timely because
this summer will also be the 50th
anniversary of the landing on the
moon. Most of the action will take
place Wednesday afternoons at 1
o'clock, starting June 12th. Jeri, our
children’s librarian is choosing books,
games and activities and making
crafts in preparation. Join us every
Wednesday, or just a few, whatever
fits in your schedule! Special
programs and their dates are listed
below.

Laurens’ own Tom Shaw will be
presenting The War of the Rebellion
Monday, June 17 at 2 o’clock. This
program will be a blend of two of
Tom’s interests - genealogy and

the Civil War. Dressed in period
clothing, he will explain the role of
the Iowa 32nd Volunteer Infantry in
the Red River Campaign. The 32nd
was made up of heroes of the Battle
of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana. Tom had
2 grandfathers in this battle - one in
the 32nd, one in the 35th.

June 4th at 6:30 p.m. our Take
it Tuesday crafters will be painting
rocks. Paint something inspirational,
an animal or your own design. Your
imagination is the only limit! Then
keep your masterpieces for yourself
or put them where others can find
them. Please preregister at the library
so we know how many to set up for!

COMING EVENTS
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the st
Tuesday of the month
¢ Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday
of the month
¢ Card Making 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. 4th
Tuesday monthly
o War of the Rebellion with Tom
Shaw June 17 at 2 p.m.
¢ A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays
at 1 p.m. starting 6/12
e Otherworldly Animal Adaptations
— Blank Park Zoo Thursday, June 20
at 3 p.m.

° A Galaxy of Stories- Pocahontas
County Conservation Wednesday,
June 26 at 1 p.m.

* One Giant Leap for Reading
— Pockets Full of Fun Puppets
Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.

* Outer Space Odyssey! - Science
Center of lowa Wednesday, July 24
at 1 p.m.

wwlanrenspubliclihr;ry COmt
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Oh, this is rich. The weel after Mexmorial Daj and I have

a brand new Christmas book to tell you about, the first of |

the 2619 season! 1€s a Christmas Thing is by Janet Da.tley :

Other fiction . selections  include: ' Queen : Bee by ‘Dorthea

Benton Frank, Stomne Circle by Elly Griffiths, Hot Shot by
Fern Michaels, Unsolved by James Patterson, and How Not '

to Die'Alone (Great title, isn’t it?!) by Richard Roper.

w nonfiction this week includes: Fall and Rise; the story
of9/i1 by Mitchell Zuckoff and How to Forget; a daughter’s
memoir by Kate Mulgrew (based in Dubuquel)

1 children’s department will be filled with “A Universe of :
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v because: this summer will also be the 50th anniversary
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on Monday, June 17 at 2 ¢’clock. This program will be
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Otherworldly Animat Adaptations — Blank Park Zoo
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June 26 at 1 p.m.
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Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.
Outer Space QOdysseyl - Science Center of fowa Wednesday,
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New fiction this week includes: 7he
Scent Keeper by Erica Bauermeister,
Friends We Keep by Jane Green,
Montautk by Nicole Harrison, 7he
Confessions of Frannie Langton by Sara
Collins, The Seven or Eight Deaths

of Stella Fortuna by Juliet Grames,
Masters of Mischief by Rachel Russell,
and Skin Game by Stuart Woods.

The Library Foundation recently
received a check from the Pocahontas
Catholic School. The 5th grade class
raised money with a bake sale and
donated it to different local charities
and organizations. This money will be
used to purchase more space- themed
books for our Summer Reading
program. Thank you!

Our children’s department is
starting to look like “A Universe of
Stories”! That’s the summer reading
theme, and we start June 12¢h
at 1 o’clock. Wednesdays at one,
Wednesdays at one — I'm trying to
get it stuck in the kids” heads! The
only exception is when Blank Park
Zoo visits — Thursday, June 20 at
3pm! Jeri, our children’s librarian, is
choosing books, games and activities

and making crafts in preparation. Join |

us every Wednesday, or just a few,
whatever fits in your schedule!
Laurens’s own Tom Shaw will be
presenting The War of the Rebellion
Monday, June 17 at 2 o’clock. This
program will be a blend of two of
Tom’s interests - genealogy and

the Civil War. Dressed in period
clothing, he will explain the role of
the Jowa 32nd Volunteer Infantry in
the Red River Campaign. The 32nd
was made up of heroes of the Battle
of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana. Tom had
two great, great grandfathers in this
battle; one in the 32nd, one in the
35th.

Our Book Club choice for June
is nonfiction 7he Astronauts’ Wives
Club by Lily Koppel. Our catalog
says this book, “Describes what
life was like for a group of milicary
wives, including Annie Glenn,

Rene Carpenter, Betty Grissom,

and Louise Shepherd, who were
thrust into the spotlight when their
husbands became Mercury Seven
astronauts.” Sounds interesting

to me! Grab a copy and join the
discussion on Monday, June 24 at the
library at 7 p.m.!

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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New fiction this week includes: The Scent Keeper hy Erica
Bauermeister; Friends We Keep by Jane Green, Mositauk by
Nicole Hamson, The Confessions of Frannie Langton by
Sara Collins, The Seven or Eight Deaths of Stella Fortuns,

by Juliet Grames, Masters of Mischief by Ra::hel Russell ;

and Skin Game by Stuart Woods.

The Library Foundation recently recewed a check fmm the i
Pocahontas Catholic Schaal. The 5th grade class raised money

with a bake sale and donated it to different local charit

and organizations. This money will be used to purchase more :
space themed books for our Summer Reading pmgram._Than.k |

youl :
Ourl children’s depa.runent is staxhng £

Universe of Stories”l That's the summer

we start June 12 at I p.m. Wednesdays at ¢

at one ~Pm trying to get it stuck in the kids’ heads! The onk
exception‘is when Blank Park Zoo visits — that’s.a Thursday
{(June 20) at 3 p.m.t Jeri, our children’s librarian is choosing
books, games and activities and making crafis in preparahon

Join us every Wednesday, or just a few, Whatever fits in ym:&r '_

schedulel

Laurens’s own Tom Shaw will be presenting The War of
the Rebellion Monday, June 17 at 2 p.m. This program will
be a blend of two of Tom’s interests - genealogy and the Civil
War, Dressed in period clothing, he will explain the role of
the lowa 32nd Volunteer Infantry in the Red River Campaign.

The 32nd was made up of heroes of the Battle of Pleasant

Hill, Louisiana. Tom had two great, great grandfathers in this
battle one in the 32nd, one in the 35th.

Our Boak Club choice for June is nonfiction. The Astronauts’
Wives Club by Lily Koppel. Our catalog says this book,
“Describes what life was like for a group of military wives,
including Annie Glenn, Rene Carpenter, Betty Grissom, and
Louise Shepherd, who were thrust into the spotlight when
their husbands became Mercury Seven astronauts.” Sounds
interesting to me! Grab a copy and join the discussion Monday,
June 24 at 7 p.m.}

COMING EVENTS
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the
1st Tuesday of the month
Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 5 to 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthiy
War of the Rebellion with Tom Shaw June 17 at 2 p,m.
A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 p.m.
starting 6/12
Other worldly Animal Adaptations — Blank Park Zoo

e ———
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Laurens’s own Tom Shaw will be
presenting The War of the Rebellion
Monday, June 17 at 2 o’clock. Tom’s
interest in genealogy led him to
ancestors that served in the Civil
War. This sparked his interest in
this period. Dressed in clothing
appropriate to the time, he will
explain the role of the Iowa 32nd
Volunteer Infantry in the Red River
Campaign. The 32nd was made up
of heroes of the Battle of Pleasant
Hill, Louisiana. Tom had two great,
great grandfathers in this battle one
in the 32nd, one in the 35th. Join us
at 2 p.m. on Monday to learn more!

New fiction this week includes:
Recursion by Blake Crouch, 7he
Oracle by Clive Cussler, Summer
Guests by Mary Alice Monroe (CD
book too!), My Life as a Rat by Joyce
Carol Oates, Wherever You Go by
Traci Peterson, A Woman is No Man
by Etaf Rum, Honestly We Meant Well
by Grant Ginder, Friends We Keep by
Jane Green (CD book too!) Summer
0f 69 by Elin Hildebrand (LP & CD
book too!) Searching for Sylvie Lee by
Jean Kwok (LP too!) Mrs. Everything
by Jennifer Weiner (CD book
too!) and City of Girls by Elizabeth
Gilbert. Nonfiction selections
include 7he British are Coming by
Rick Atkinson, Code Name: Lise: The
True Story of the Woman Who Became
WWII's Most Highly Decorated Spy
by Larry Loftis and Sacred Duty: A
Soldier's Tour at Arlington National
Cemetery by Tom Cotton.

Our children’s department looks

out of this world, as we begin “A
Universe of Stories” this week. We'll
be getting together Wednesdays at
1 o'clock for books, games, songs,
crafts and fun! We've got programs
scheduled with Pockets Full of
Fun Puppets, Pocahontas County
Naturalist and the Science Center
of Iowa. The only exception is
when Blank Park Zoo visits — that’s
a Thursday (June 20) at three! As
we have done in the past, we will
be having LegoMania all day every
Friday also. Join us every week, or
whatever fits in your schedule!

It just occurred to me today that
our Book Club choice for June fits
perfectly with our Summer Reading
theme! 7he Astronauts’ Wives Club is a
nonfiction book by Lily Koppel. Our

Adaptations — Blank Park Zoo
Thursday, June 20 at 3 p.m.

* A Galaxy of Stories- Pocahontas
County Conservation June 26 at 1
p.m.

° One Giant Leap for Reading
— Pockets Full of Fun Puppets
Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.
® Quter Space Odyssey! - Science
Center of Jowa Wednesday, July 24
at 1 p.m.

o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday
of the month
e Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th
Tuesday monthly

catalog says this book, “Describes

what life was like for a
group of military wives,
including Annie Glenn,
Rene Carpenter, Betty
Grissom, and Louise
Shepherd, who were
thrust into the spotlight
when their husbands
became Mercury Seven
astronauts.” Grab a
copy and join the
discussion Monday,
June 24 at 7 p.m.!

COMING.
EVENTS
e War of the Rebellion
with Tom Shaw June
17 at 2 p.m.
¢ A Universe of Stories
— Wednesdays at 1 p.m.
starting 6/12
e Otherworldly Animal

The Pajper

Lovirens San
al'y wnth Glenda Mulder

WWW. Iaurenspuhhc rary. com
June 12, 2019

Laurens’s own Tom Shaw will be prcsentlng “The, War of the
Rebellion” on Monday, June 17, at 2 p.m. Tom’s interest in

‘genealogy lead him to ancestors that served in the Civil War. -
This sparked his interest in this period. Dressed in clothing |

appropriate to the time, he will explain the role of the Iowa
32nd Volunteer Infantry in the Red River Campaign. The 32nd
was made up of heroes of the Battle of Pleasant Hill, Louisiana.
Tom had two great-great-grandfathers in this battle; one in the
32nd, one in’ the 35th. Jom us at'2 p.m. en Monday to learn
morel

New fiction this week includes: Recuruon by Blake Crouch
The Oracle by Clive Cussler, Summer Guests by Mary Alice.

Mozuroe (CB book tool), My Life as a Rat by Joyce Carol Oates;-
Wherever You Go by Traci Peterson, A Woman is No Man by
| Etaf Rum, Honestly We Meant Well by Grant Ginder, Friends

We Keep by Jane Green (CD book tool}, Summer of 69 by Elin

Hildebrand {(LP & CD book tool}, Searching for Sylvie Lee by

Jean Kwok (LP tool); Mrs. Everything by Jennifer Weiner {CD
book tool), and City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert.: ‘Nonfiction
selections nclude: The British are Coming by Rick Atldnson,

Code Name: Lise: The True Story of the Woman Who‘
Became WWII's Most Highly Decorated Spy by Larry Loftis,
and Sacred Duty: A Soldier’s Tour at Arlingtou National

Cemetery by Tom Cotton.

Our children’s . department looks out of this world, as.
we begin “A Universe of Stories” this week. We'll be getting.
‘together Wednesdays at 1 o'clock for books, games, songs;

crafts, and funl We've got programs scheduled with Pockets
Full of Fun Puppets, Pocahontas County.Naturalist, and the

Science Center of Jowa. The only exception is when Blank

Park Zoo visits - that’s.a Thursday (June 20} at 3 p.m.! As we
have done in ‘the past, we will be having LegoMania all day
‘every Friday also. Jom us every week or whatever ﬂts in your
schedule! ;

- It just occu.rred to me today: that our Book Club ehoice
for June fits perfectly with our Summer Reading theme! The
Astronauts’ Wives Club is a nonfiction book by Lily Koppel.
Our catalog says, “Describes what life was like for‘a group
‘of military wives, including Annie Glenn, Rene. Carpenter,
Betty Grissom, and iouise Shepherd who were thrust into
the . spothght when their husbands became Mercury Seven
‘astronauts.” Grab a copy and ]011‘1 the dxscussmn Monday,
Jun324 af7me Sy ¢ A e

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
June 19, 2019

This week brings the Blank Park
Zoo to our library Thursday (June
20th) at 3 p.m.! Their program
is called “Otherworldly Animal
Adaptations.” Just as an astronaut
needs a spacesuit in outer space,
animals require many special
adaptations to survive in their
environments. Join a zoo educator
to meet animals from the zoo’s
Education Department and
learn about their “otherworldly”
adaptations. This program is
in addition to our Universe of
Stories, which is Wednesdays at
One, when we have books, games,
songs, crafts and fun! We also
have programs scheduled with
Pockets Full of Fun Puppets, the
Pocahontas County Naturalist and
the Science Center of lowa. As we
have done in the past, we will be
having LegoMania all day every
Friday also. Join us every week, or
whatever fits in your schedule!

New fiction this week includes:
The Last House Guest by Megan
Miranda, 7he Islanders by
Meg Mitchell Moore, Burning
Chambers by Kate Mosse and 7he
Lemon Sisters by Jill Shalvis in
regular and large print.

Next Tuesday, June 25, we will
be having open card making from
5 to 8 p.m. Bring your own paper

\\_)fe/r\e

M ke .//\—— C/
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3 ~
goods an((:l be creative with Deb
and Laura! They will be available
to help you with the library’s
resources, such as the Cricut,
embosser, die cut, stampers,
punches and so much more! This
is self-guided, there is no specific
theme; share your ideas, and learn :
from other participants! ‘

I'd like to say we planned
to have our Book Club choice
for June fit perfectly with our
Summer Reading theme, but that
wouldn’t be true! 7he Astronauts’
Wives Club is a nonfiction book
by Lily Koppel. I'm hearing good
things about this book. I suppose
I should start in on it! Grab a copy
and join the discussion Monday,
June 24 at 7 p.m.!
Did you notice that the

bushes are gone from
the South front of the
library? (Or were you
too busy looking at
the water tower?) This
is to make way for the
latest addition to our
Music Garden! Musical
flowers are coming soon!
These were purchased
with a grant from the
Pocahontas County
Foundation.

COMING EVENTS
* A Universe of Stories —
Wednesdays at 1 pm until Aug. 7
°* Otherworldly Animal
Adaptations — Blank Park Zoo
Thursday, June 20 at 3 pm
° A Galaxy of Stories-
Pocahontas County Conservation
June 26 at 1 pm
¢ One Giant Leap for Reading
— Pockets Full of Fun Puppets
Wednesday, July 10 at 1 pm
* Quter Space Odyssey! -
Science Center of Iowa
Wednesday, July 24 at 1 pm
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 pm the
1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 pm the 4th
Monday of the month
e Card Making 5-8 pm
4th Tuesday monthly
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Civil War Artifacts

from the collection of the
Pocahontas County Historical Society Museum

“During the war, Pocahontas County furnished eleven men,
which was one-third of the able-bodied residents of the county

at the time.” *

*Pioneer History of Pocahontas County, lowa
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We're in Laurens, and this is what we do’

By PETER KASPARI
pkaspari@messengernews.net

LAURENS - The longtime director
of the Laurens Public Library received
an unexpected honor earlier this year
when she was named the recipient of the
Boss of the Year Award.

Glenda Mulder, who has been the

Laurens Library director since July

2006, had the honor bestowed upon her
by the Pocahontas County Economic
Development Foundation.

The honor was extra special for

Mulder, as this was the first year the"

* foundation presented the award.

“I was just really blown away,”
Mulder said. “I was just totally amazed.”

She’s thankful to have received it.

“It still kind of amazes me,” she said.
“It kind of leaves me almost speechless,
which is kind of amazing.”

What’s interesting about the honor is
that Mulder didn’t intend to become a
library director, or to even work in a
library. She went to school for tailoring,
and spent much of her career working at
a clothing store, eventually becoming
owner before the store closed in 1999.

It wasn’t long after the store closed
that Mulder was attracted to the library.

In the spring of 2000, Mulder said she
saw an ad seeking a part-time librarian.
She was interested, but initially said no
because the job required her to work
Saturdays.

But after mentioning it to another
librarian, the director at the time con-
tacted Mulder and said another person
already on staff could work Saturdays
and Mulder would only work during the
week.

“So that’s how I ended up here,”
Mulder said.

She has always been attracted to liter-
ature, and oftentimes finds herself get-
ting lost in what she’s reading. She calls
it “the escape.”

“I like to just jump in,” she said. “The
next thing you know, it’s three hours
later and you go, ‘Oh my. I was in a dif-
ferent world for awhile.’”

Working in the library brings some-
thing new every day, which is what she
enjoys most about her job.

. “I like the variety,” she said. “Some
days it’s about visiting with the patrons,
the kids or the adults, or helping them
find just the right thing. And then the
next day it’s doing book work or order-

ing books or finding a next project or
program. There’s just always something
different to do.”

Mulder has overseen quite a few proj-
ects. Not long after she became director,
Mulder helped get wireless internet
installed in the building.

Technology has come a long way
since she first began working at the
library in 2000.

“When I first came, we had a giant
iMac in the children’s department.”

Today, the library has a couple iPads
that children and other patrons can use.

“The computers have changed a lot,”
she said. “They’ve changed how people
use the library and they’ve changed the
ease of running the library.”

Over the past couple years, Mulder
has helped build a music garden just out-
side the library. It contains giant musical
instruments that anyone is welcome to
play.

Mulder got the idea after attending a
meeting with other librarians and one of
them had mentioned seeing a music gar-
den at the library in Arnolds Park.

With the help of community support,
as well as a grant, all the instruments
were purchased and installed. Mulder

THE MESSENGER/FORT DoDGE, lowa 53

enjoys the musical instruments, and
admits that every time she walks past
them, she has to try them out.

“It’s very zen-like,” she said. “It’s
fun.” ;

Besides the library, Mulder also
serves on the Pocahontas County
Foundation, which awards grants to var-
ious nonprofits. Mulder said she espe-
cially enjoys that because she loves see-
ing the proposals from people with how
they want to use those grants to improve
their communities.

Mulder is also a member of the
Laurens Chamber of Commerce and the
city’s Historic Preservation
Commission.

She really enjoys being a part of the
community.

“I like the friendliness of it,” she said.
“I like that everybody waves and smiles
and stops and talks.”

She especially enjoys when family
comes from out of town to experience
the small-town atmosphere.

“I’ve had nieces and nephews here
from out of town, and they say, ‘Why
are you waving at them?’” Mulder said.
“‘Well, because we’re in Laurens and
this is what we do.””

-Messenger photos by Peter Kaspari

Glenda Mulder, the
director of the
Laurens Public
Library, smiles as she
plays one of the
instruments in the
library’s Music
Garden. Mulder was
recently named the
inaugural recipient of
the Boss of the Year
Award.
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| Laurens’ Shaw recounts tales from Civil War’s Red

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Tom Shaw can’t say that his
great-great-grandfathers met
while serving in the Union Army
on a campaign in Louisiana in
1864.

In fact, it’s unlikely that the
Laurens resident’s antecedents
did encounter each other
during that campaign. But
both were serving in Iowa
Army companies and both were
present at that battle, hundreds
of miles- away from their
northern lowa homes. Shaw
donned a Civil War style Union
uniform June 17 to talk about
his  great-great-grandfathers
and the campaign that sent
thousands of northern soldiers
through Louisiana.

Despite the research he’s
done, Shaw hasn’t located any
direct accounts from either of
his ancestors who were present
at the Battle of Pleasant Hill in
April 1864, though both men
were there.

“You never know where any
individual soldier is at any
particular time,” he said.

The first of his great-great-
grandfathers Shaw described
was John McKitrick, a 35-year-
old Irish immigrant who settled
near Humboldt. McKitrich
was somewhat old for an
Army volunteer, Shaw said;
he had not yet discovered any
documents explaining why the
man decided to volunteer at
that age and in 1864, so late in
the war.

McKitrick was injured at
some point during the war and
discharged for disability in
1865. He died in 1872, possibly
from complications related to
his war injuries.

Lewis Hawk, Shaw’s other
great-great-grandfather ~ who
was at the battle and served
on that campaign, enlisted in

Laurens resident Tom Shaw talks about the Civil War
June 17 at the Laurens Public Library. Two of Shaw’s
great-great-grandfathers fought in the Union Army
during the war. Photo by Erin Sommers.
Louwvends Sun

| Zoo at the Library

Aiden Erickson (top)
is shown modeling the
adaptations an alien
{(notice the 3 extra eyes)
would need if he landed
in an earth ocean. Gills,
flippers, and goggles!

Sarah Ramsey (above) |

talks about Bog, an
American alligator, which
could grow 16 - 20 feet in

Tom Slmw Presents
War of the Rebellion at the

Library

1862. He finished the war, was
classified as an invalid and
received his Army pension until
he died in 1921.

Both men ended up in
Louisiana because of Gen.
Ulysses Grant’s plan to have
one of the federal armies
capture Shreveport, La., which
was a transportation hub,
Shaw said. In July 1863, the
Union Army had defeated
Confederate General Robert
E. Lee at Gettysburg, Pa.,'a
needed victory, but the war was
far from over.

“The tide of the war had
turned in favor of the Union,”
Shaw said. “There was still a lot
of fight left in the Confederacy.”

Politics had as much of a role
in determining the next course
of action in the war as military
strategy, Shaw said. President
Abraham Lincoln was facing a
tough re-election in 1864. The
president didn't think he would
be re-elected, in part because
of the negative impact the loss
of cotton trade to northeastern
textile mills had on residents
of that region. Lincoln thought
if his armies could capture the
cotton and get it back to the
Northeast, voters there might
support his re-electmn, Shaw
said.

Strategists and  Union
supporters were also concerned
about France’s presence in
Mexico "and the proximity of
the French to Louisiana. Shaw
said American officials worried
France would decide to support
the Confederacy, just as it had
helped the Americans during
the Revolutionary War. It
wasn't a big leap in logic, Shaw
said, because there would be
advantages for France, such as
direct access to the cotton being
grown in the South, which the
Confederacy could just ship

e Poper

‘River Campaign

Liau|ig

The

directly to Europe.

With that as a backdrop,
Grant sent an Army to
Louisiana to work with the U.S.
Navy on the campaign up the
Red River.

The problem, Shaw said,
is that Union Major General
Nathaniel Banks was more
politician than military
strategist,and hedidn’tgetalong
with the Navy admiral he was
supposed to be collaborating
with. Banks underestimated
the Confederate soldiers he was
facing, he put inexperienced
Union soldiers at the front
of the advancing Army and
trapped his most senior fighters
behind the supply lines.

Union General William
Sherman, who had wanted to
take the lead on the campaign
but who was sent to capture
Atlanta instead, described the
entire campaign as “one damn
blunder from one end to the
other.”

Shaw said lowa’s fighters
acquitted themselves well in
the battle, but they didn’t get
much recognition afterward.

“After the Battle of Pleasant
Hill, they were known as the
Iron Brigade because of the
resistance they gave,” Shaw
said, adding that East Coast
newspapers didnt mention
the lowa units at all. “lowa
soldiers had not even the poor
consolation of finding their
names misspelled in the list
of casualties. They were not
mentioned at all.”

Most historians, for decades
after the war, focused on the
famous eastern battlefields,
Shaw said, and only more
recently have they started to
study the western front of the
war, which is where Iowa’s
fighters saw most of their
action. -

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
June 26, 2019

Dressed in a period uniform, Tom Shaw tells his interested
audience details about the role of the Iowa 32nd Volunteer
Infantry in the Red River Campaign during the War of the
Rebellion. He also shared Civil War artifacts and details of
the era. He even brought hard-tack so we could sample this
staple of the soldiers’ diet!

WWW. Iaurenspilbliclibréry CO

Friday this summer.

America.

June 26, 2019
It seems strange to be talking about July events, but it’s
almost herel Naturally, the Library will be closed July 4th as.
we celebrate the birthday of our country’s mdependence We
will be open regular hours the rest of the week. -
Tuesday, July 2 at 6:30 p.m. will be our Take it Tuesday craft
night. This month we will be making a project with recycled
books, which is perfect because we are currently weeding our |
adult fiction section. The project Tuesday will use several books
with the covers removed. They will be. bound together with -
the crafter’s choice of ribbon and other decorations, then the
spine or end pages will be stamped with inspirational words,
OK, you really have to see this to appreciate it, so stop in ‘or
check out the p:cture on our Facebook page. Preregsh-atmn is’
appreciated so we' can have enough supplies ready!’ : :
.- For summer fun, remember “Wednesdays at One” — that’s
when we have baoks games, songs, crafts and funl We also
have programs scheduled with Pockets Full of Fun Puppets,
the Pocahontas County Naturalist and the Science Center of
Iowa. Back by popular demand will be LegoMania all day every

New fiction this week mcludes - Those People by Louis
Candmh Paranoid by Lisa Jackson, Ask Again, Yes by Mary
Beth Keane, After the End by Clare Mackintosh, Unleashed
by Diana Palmer, Family of Strangers by Emilie Richards,
Lost and Found by Danielle Steel (regular and large print) and
On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong. We also
received the large print version of the nonfiction Every Man a
Hero: a memoir of D-Day, the first wave at Omaha Beach,
and a world at war and the CD audiobook of Bill Geist’s
Lake of the Ozarks: My Surreal Summers in a Vanishing

COMING EVENTS

A Universe of Stories - Wednesdays at 1 until August 7
A Galaxy of Stories- Pacahontas County Conservation

June 26 at 1 p.m.

One Giant Leap for Reading - Pockets Full of Fun
Puppets Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.
Outer Space Odyssey! - Science Center of Iowa
Wednesday, July 24 at 1 p.m.
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st
Tuesday of the month
Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 5 - 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

COMING EVENTS

It seems strange to be talking about July events, but it’s almost here! Naturally,
the Library will be closed July 4th as we celebrate the birthday of our country’s
independence. We will be open regular hours the rest of the week.

Tuesday, July 2 at 6:30 p.m. will be our Take it Tuesday craft night. This
month we will be making a project with recycled books, which is perfect because
we are currently weeding our adult fiction section. The project Tuesday will
use several books with the covers removed. They will be bound together with
the crafter’s choice of ribbon and other decorations, then the spine or end
pages will be stamped with inspirational words. OK, you really have to see
this to appreciate it, so stop in or check out the picture on our Facebook page.
Preregistration is appreciated so we can have enough supplies ready!

For summer fun, remember “Wednesdays at One” — that’s when we have
books, games, songs, crafts and fun! We also have programs scheduled with
Pockets Full of Fun Puppets, the Pocahontas County Naturalist and the Science
Center of Iowa. Back by popular demand will be LegoMania all day every Friday
this summer.

New fiction this week includes: 7hose People by Louis Candish, Paranoid
by Lisa Jackson, Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane, After the End by Clare
Mackintosh, Unleashed by Diana Palmer, Family of Strangers by Emilie Richards,
Lost and Found by Danielle Steel (Reg & LP) and On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous
by Ocean Vuong. We also received the large print version of the nonfiction Every
Man a Hero: a memoir of D-Day, the first wave at Omaha Beach, and a world
at war and the CD audiobook of Bill Geist's Lake of the Ozarks: My Surreal

Summers in a Vanishing America.

The

e A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 until August 7 p.m.
* A Galaxy of Stories- Pocahontas County Conservation June 26 at 1 p.m.
* One Giant Leap for Reading — Pockets Full of Fun Puppets
Wodsaaddaw Tl 10581 paaa
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star or planet for every book. you read!

Constellation Luminary
Rocket ship

FOLD AND GLUE IN PLACE
AFTER ALL THE TABS
HAVE BEEN GLUED

INSTRUCTIONS

 Cut out the template and cut out the
circle (window) indicated by the
scissors.

* Add holes with a needle where the
stars are.

* Fold together on the dotted lines to
form a“house”.

* Fold the tabs in and glue in place.

* After the tabs are glued, fold in the
picture wall so you can see it when
you look through the cut out

X

HOIVYIN SINYD

window.

e Put a little LED candle light (NOT a
real candle) inside to see the
constellations shine!

PLACE GLUE HERE

343H IN1S DV



' | c-_‘a_n.r
with Glenda Mulder
July 3, 2019

Atre you enjoying your holiday week? I sure love seeing everything all decked out
in red, white and blue! Naturally, the Library will be closed tomorrow for the
4ch, but we will be open our regular hours Friday and Saturday.

Did you go to the Women’s Club’s Cemetery Tour last month? They sure had
some talented actors again this year! They dropped a few extra programs off at
the library, so stop and get one if you like.

New novels this week include: 7he Porpoise by Mark Haddon, Tom Clancy;
Enemy Contact by Mike Maden, Surfside Sisters by Nancy Thayer, Shameless by
Ace Atkins, Someone to Honor by Mary Balough, 7he Most Fun We Ever Had by
Clair Lombardo and Lock Every Door by Riley Sager.

In nonfiction, we received Jon Meacham and Tim McGraw’s Songs of
America: Patriotism, Protest, and the Music That Made a Nation and Charles
Fishman’s One Giant Leap: The Impossible Mission That Flew Us to the Moon.

Next week Wednesday at 1 p.m. will bring us Pockets Full of Fun Puppets!
Lisa has been here before and is a great entertainer. Her One Giant Leap for
Reading program promises to be fun for all ages. People of all ages are welcome.
Then we'll be back to our regular Wednesday at One Universe of Stories with
books, games, songs, crafts and fun! We have a program with the Science Center
of Towa later this month.

We have an exciting announcement from our Book Club! In July we will read
our 150th book! We started in January 2007 with Kent Haruf’s Plainsong. We
skipped July that year because of the QuasQuiCentennial, but have read a book
every month since then! We are celebrating by reading 7he Book Club by Mary
Alice Monroe. If you've not read a book with us, or if you've read all of them,
come celebrate with us as we talk about books Monday; July 22 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS

* A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 p.m. until August 7

° One Giant Leap for Reading — Pockets Full of Fun Puppets
Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.

* Outer Space Odyssey! - Science Center of lowa Wednesday, July 24 at 1 p.m.
* LegoMania — every Friday!
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month
* Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

Blank Park Zoo Visits the Library

Sarah Ramsey from the Blank Park Zoo was very knowledgeable and
did a great job teaching us about Animal Adaptations.

Aiden Erickson is shown modeling the adaptations an alien (notice
the 3 extra eyes) would need if he landed in an earth ocean. Gills,
flippers & goggles!

Baby Alligator could grow 16 — 20 feet in length during his lifetime.
His adaptation is an extra set of eyelids that move side to side.

The Zoo also sent a rabbi, whose adaptation was claws for digging
and telescoping ears that can turn towards a sound, to better protect
him from predators. We also saw a Silkie chicken, whose adaptations
are talons for digging, and rocks in his gizzard to help digest food.

The last animal Sarah brought was a Corn Snake, and everyone who
wanted to could touch it!
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aturalist Corinne Peterson Visits

the Library One Last Tz'm‘e
(3,
Recently Pocahontas County Naturalist Corinne PCtCI‘SOCI{'l visited
the Laurens Public Library one last time before her retirement.
She guided the summer reading kids through our solar system.
She started with the Sun and worked out from there, using a piece
of candy to represent each planet. The kids then used frosting to
adhere their planets to the paper. When that was done, we headed
outside for a story walk and a solar system demonstration.
Thanks to Corinne for all the fun activities and programs she

brought to our library over the years! Thae: Beia

;s-“'~ = e
Solar System visit Lcorep—s 2o

Recently Pocahontas County Naturalist Corinne
Peterson visited the Laurens Public Library one last
time before her retirement. She guided the summer
reading kids through our solar system. She started
with the sun and worked out from there, using a piece
of candy to represent each planet. The kids then used
frosting to adhere their planets to the paper. When
that was done, we headed outside for a story walk and
a solar system demonstration. Thanks to Corinne for
all the fun activities and programs she brought to our
library over the years! Submitted photo.
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INTRODUCING THE INSTRUMENTS

Sounds of spontaneous creativity can often be heard in our new Music Garden
sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundation. These musical works of art
look as beautiful as they sound. Played alone or together, these interactive
instruments are sure to make an instant musician out of any library visitor.

The idea to build a Music Garden came during a brainstorming session of the
Laurens Public Library Foundation meeting in July of 2017. Board members
quickly agreed that we needed a collection of instruments, not just one or two.
Our desire was to make the instruments accessible to all and ensure musical
success for everybody no matter their age or musical background (or lack of it!)
Plans for the 6 instrument Music Garden, along with a sample instrument, the
Lilypad Cymbals, were unveiled at our Fall Fundraiser.

Community support began to quickly roll in! Soon we had full sponsorship for 3
instruments. The Laurens Hometown Pride group agreed to do the installation,
and they received a Pocahontas County Foundation grant to cover those
expenses. Another fundraising supper, and a donation from 100+ Women Who
Care of Pocahontas County and we knew our Music Garden would soon be a
reality! An lowa Arts Council Grant sealed the deal, the instruments were ordered
in May of 2018. Unfortunately, what was supposed to be a 6 week wait for
delivery was extended, due to the total loss of their factory to a fire, just before
our instruments were to be shipped! They were delivered early October 2018.
The concrete pads were in place and well cured by then! Hometown Pride
workers, led by Library Foundation Vice President Doc Van Genderen (He wears
many hats in our small town!) soon began the installation, and it was soon
complete!

Current Laurens Public Library Foundation Board members include: President
Jan Hersom, Vice President Doc Van Genderen, Secretary Connie Dallenbach,
Treasurer Patty Boughey, Dorothy Lamberti, Julie Wurr and Eric Price round out
the team.

This year we received a Pocahontas County Foundation Grant for one more
instrument, or set of instruments as the case is with these Musical flowers, which
were recently installed.

Our Music Garden now includes seven specially made, weather resistant
instruments laid out to create complimentary tones. These permanent
instruments are accessible to would-be musicians of any age and require no
special skill to play. There are no sour notes, only the sweet sounds of families
and friends, young and old; a community making music together. ‘
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
July 10, 2019

We will be having a dedication for our Music Garden Friday evening at 6:45 p.m. during the Laurens Summer Celebration. We
have so enjoyed the sounds of spontaneous creativity coming from our new Music Garden sponsored by the Laurens Public Library
Foundation. It’s hard to imagine that 2 years ago we were just coming up with this plan. Support from our community has been
amazing. Join us to learn a litle more about the instruments, and take this opportunity to play — they sound as beautiful as they look!
Lisa Laird and her Pockets Full of Fun puppets will return to the library today as they take “One Giant Step for Reading.” She puts
on a show that’s enjoyable for all ages, and that ties into the Summer Reading theme. She is also bringing Stanley the Reading Dog
for kids to read to before the program! Our Summer Reading continues with A Universe of Stories on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. through
August 7th! On July 24th the Science Center of Iowa will take us on an Outer Space Odyssey!

Our Book Club began in January 2007 by reading Kent Haruf’s Plainsong. We skipped July that year because of the
QuasQuiCentennial, but have read a book every month since then. Which brings us to July 2019, when we will read our 150th book!
W are celebrating by reading 7he Book Club by Mary Alice Monroe. If you've not read a book with us, or if you've read all of them,
come celebrate with us as we talk about books Monday, July 22 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
* Music Garden Dedication July 12 at 6:45 p.m.
e A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 p.m. until August 7
* One Giant Leap for Reading — Pockets Full of Fun Puppets Wednesday, July 10 at 1 p.m.
¢ Outer Space Odyssey! - Science Center of lowa Wednesday, July 24 at 1 p.m.
* LegoMania — every Friday!
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th Monday of the month
» Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
July 17, 2019

Ruthven Author Alan Oppedah
will be here Thursday afternoon,
July 18 to talk about his latest
book, “The Way We Were.”

Here’s a description: “Water,
sunshine, blue skies and faith
sustained those who created the
communities of rural lowa. We
now remember them as an ideal
existence. That was hardly the
case. It was a time of backbreaking
labor and between every memory
we now regard with fondness,
there were long stretches of
tedium, dust, chilblains, illnesses
and sometimes tragedy. We surely
would not want to return to those
days, but there are lessons to be
learned from them.” Join us to
learn more about this author and
about his book, which was printed
here in town by Laurens House of
Print.

We've had so much fun
Wednesdays at 1 with our
Summer Reading! We truly have
read a Universe of Stories. Books,
songs, crafts and other activities
quickly fill our time. Next week
will bring the Science Center of
Towa as they present “Outer Space
Odyssey!” Ever wonder what it’s
like to visit other planets in our
solar system? We will get to do
just that! We'll follow the amazing
journey of the Voyager spacecraft,

see some of the awe-inspiring
images they have taken and
attempt some out-of-this-world
experiments. Hope you can join
the fun!

Our Book Club began in
January 2007 by reading Kent
Haruf’s Plainsong. We skipped
July that year because of the
QuasQuiCentennial, but have
read a book every month since
then. Which brings us to July
2019, when we will read our
150th book! We are celebrating
by reading 7he Book Club by
Mary Alice Monroe. If you’ve not
read a book with us, or if you've
read all of them, come celebrate
with us as we talk about books
Monday, July 22 at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS
* Author Alan Oppedah 2 o’clock
Thursday, July 18
e A Universe of Stories —
Wednesdays at 1 until August 7
* One Giant Leap for Reading —
Pockets Full of Fun
e Quter Space Odyssey! - Science
Center of Iowa Wednesday, July
24 at 1 p.m.
e LegoMania — every Friday!
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the
1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m. the 4th
Monday of the month
* Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.
4th Tuesday monthly
Popar
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At tHe [aurens Pubuc Library
Every WedneSday at 1 PM
JuNe 12-August 7
THere WiLL be Stofie§, claFts aNd FUN

Special programs:
| 3 PM, Thurs., June 20 Blank Park Zoo

1 PM, Wed. June 26 Pocahontas County
Conservation

1 PM, Wed., July 10 Pockets Full of Fun
1 PM, Wed., July 248
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By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Lisa Laird kept a crowd of
kids laughing at the Laurens
Public Library July 10.

Laird, a Des Moines based
ventriloquist, brought her show,
Pockets Full of Fun, designed to
match with the summer reading
theme, A Universe of Stories.

“We are going to explore the
universe today,” Laird told the
crowd of about 30 kids. “We are
doing to bring some space to
you.”

She started with a bit of
history, talking about the
50th anniversary of the moon
landing, which happens later
this week.

“l actually watched on TV,
back when TVs were only black
and white,” Laird said.

She showed the kids pictures
of animals that had been to
space — from fruit flies to dogs,
cats and a chimpanzee.

Then there were the
cockroaches, which earned a
singular honor among space-
traveling animals.

“Cockroaches were the first
living creatures to give birth in
space,” Laird said.

Using a rabbit puppet, who
moved kids to fits of laughter
with space puns, Laird asked
her audience members about
how they observe the skies.

“Do any of you ever go
outside, lay down and do dot to
dots,” the rabbit asked the kids.

Laird paused, looking

See PUPPETS, Page 6

From Page 1

quizzically at the puppet and
then at her audience.

Dot-to-dots?

“Oh, constellations,” she
said.

Next, Laird gave a quick
lesson about what happens
when shuttles launch into
space.

“When you take a flight into
-space, you can take a suborbital
flight and you can take a flight
that goes into orbit,” she said.
“When they decided to go to
the moon, they had to orbit the
moon.”

Lisa Laid, a ventriloquist, talks with a puppet about
aliens and space at the Laurens Public Library July 10.
Photo by Erin Sommers. |_ouuyens Seon T{IT[I

Laird worked a joke into the
lesson, with little alien figures
popping up on the moon on
the wipe-off board she used to
illustrate the difference between
the two kinds of flights.

“When the astronauts went
to the moon, they did not find
aliens,” she said. “But they did
collect rocks. You can see them
in museums.”

She wrapped wup her
presentation with her dog,
Stanley, who acted out a space
story for the audience.

The Laurens Public Library Foundation held a
dedication of their Music Garden during Laurens’s
Summer Celebration. “The Swirl” was donated in loving
memory of Dwight and Leota Oleson and Dean Oleson.
These sculptural chimes emit a beautiful full range of
sopramno to alto sounds as elegant as a harp. After the
dedication, they took the opportunity to get a better
picture of the Oleson
family. Seen, from left, are
Kaye Van Genderen, Jill
Havick, Deb Oleson, and
Cody Oleson. Submitted
photo. Lowus<ing Sen

uppets Visit the Lit rary

There were 85 of us who enjoyed Lisa Laird of Pockets

of Fun at the library last Wednesday. She presented the
program “One Giant Leap for Reading”. Her puppets and
her dog Stanley entertained the kids with stories. Some of
the kids were also able to come early and read to Stanley,
because he is a reading dog. A big thanks to Don and Grace
Hertz for providing the funds for this program in memory
of their son, Bill. Thank you. We enjoyed it immensely!

e e S A i
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Was 1 E | G L
v ’ s ] ) Jovanna Pettit and Lillie Norman making the rings of Saturn for Stanley
~ / the Space Dog to jump through!
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The “alibi” shot and look, Glenda is even present and accounted for!
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Music Garden
Dedication Held

The Laurens Public Library Foundation
held a dedication of their Music Garden
during Laurens’s Summer Celebration.
Library Foundation Treasurer Pat
Boughey is shown demonstrating the
"Imbarimba," which was purchased
with an Iowa Arts Council 2018
Arts Equipment Grant. On the left,
Foundation Board Member Julie Wurr
awaits her opportunity to demonstrate
the Contrabass Chimes, which were
donated by the Laurens Kiwanis. Resting
on the picnic table are two of our main Pictured L to R: Kaye Van Genderen, Jill Havick, Deb Oleson and Cody Oleson
instrument installation crew, Dwight Van ;
Genderen and Les Milton, who are also & th
Library Board members. A
"The Swirl," was donated in loving _
memory of Dwight and Leota Oleson and
Dean Oleson. These sculptural chimes
emit a beautiful full range of soprano to
alto sounds as elegant as a harp. After the
dedication, we took the opportunity to get
a better picture of the Oleson family.
Thank you to everyone who made the
music garden possible! It is used by many

of all ages everyday!
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Author Talk at the Library

Akce Monroe,
; togetherl Please j jom us

from the Pocahontas County Found tu')n Each petal plays a'

different note, so they sound as fun as they look! They were

ed just in the nick of time, so they could be included

: Music Ga.tden ded.tcauon dunng Laurens’s Summer
Celebratmn

- New novels‘ l;ately mclude Smd by Linda Casﬁllo,,

Temptntlonc, Darling by Johanna Lindsey, Window on the
Bay by Debbie Macomber, Golden Hour by Beatriz Williams,
One Good Deed by Da\nd Baldacci, Evvie Drake Starts
Over by Linda Holmes, Girls Like Us by Christina Alger, The
Whisper Network by Chandler Baker, Smokescreen by Iris
Johansen, Lady in the Lake by Laura Lippman, Good Girl,
Bad Girl by Michael Robotham, Gone Too Long by Lori Roy,
-Remnl to Be Cheerful by Nina Stibbe, and Someone We

ow by Shari Lapena. In nonfiction we recéived: America’s

llfe 'of John F. Kennedy Jr. by Steven y

Author Al Oppedal visited the Laurens
Public Library recently, to talk about his
new book, “7he Way We Were.” He was
introduced by Laurentian Mike Ford,
who coincidentally, worked with Al at a
printing company in Minneapolis years
ago!

Oppedal talked about his early years
growing up north of Lost Island, his
time in the Navy, as well as the years as
an ag writer in Minneapolis. Check out
his book at the Laurens Library!

Author Al Oppedal visited the Laurens Public Library recently, to talk about his
new book, “The Way We Were.” He was introduced by Laurentian Mike Ford, who
coincidentally, worked with Al at a printing company in Minneapolis years ago!

Oppedal talked about his early years growing up north of Lost Island, his time in
the Navy, as well as the years as an ag writer in Minneapolis. Check out his book at
the Laurens Library! Submitted photo. L oouii—un
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
July 24, 2019

OK, the first thing I have to tell you is that we changed the date of Book Club.
I looked at the calendar and realized our regular Monday just wasn’t going to
work, so, since there are five Mondays in July, the decision was easy — we are
now meeting on July 29! We are reading Zhe Book Club by Mary Alice Monroe,
and it’s the 150th book our Book Club has read together! Please join us.

Have you noticed the new Musical Flowers in front of the Library? The
set of four fAlowers was purchased with a grant from the Pocahontas County
Foundation. Each petal plays a different note, so they sound as fun as they look!
They were installed just in the nick of time, so they could be included in our
Music Garden dedication during Laurens’s Summer Celebration.

New novels lately include: Shamed by Linda Castillo, Temptations, Darling
by Johanna Lindsey, Window on the Bay by Debbie Macomber, Golden Hour
by Beatriz Williams, One Good Deed by David Baldacci, Evvie Drake Starts

Over by Linda Holmes, Girls Like Us by Christina Alger, The Whisper Network
by Chandler Baker, Smokescreen by Iris Johansen, Lady in the Lake by Laura
Lippman, Good Girl, Bad Girl by Michael Robotham, Gone Too Long by Lori
Roy, Reasons to Be Cheerful by Nina Stibbe and Someone We Know by Shari
Lapena. In nonfiction we received: America’s Reluctant Prince: the life of. John
E Kennedy J. by Steven Gillon and Elderhood: Redefining aging, transforming
medicine, reimagining life by Louise Aronsen.

“Wednesdays at One, Wednesdays at One” I can hardly believe we only have
three summer reading dates left, including today! We have had a Universe of
Fun learning about the planets, rockets and all things space related!

COMING EVENTS
o A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 p.m. until August 7
« Outer Space Odyssey! - Science Center of lowa Wednesday, July 24 ac 1 p.m.
* LegoMania — every Friday!
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At the Laurens Public Library
Every WedNeSday at 1 PM
JuNe 12-August 7
THere WiLL be StorteS, craFts aNd FuN.

Special programs:
3 PM, Thurs., June 20 Blank Park Zoo
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
July 31, 2019

Goodness it’s hard to believe our
“Universe of Stories,” kids’ summer
reading is coming to an end. Just
today’s story time and next week! It
truly has sped by, as if on a rocket
ship! We've had a ball reading,
playing games, building and
shooting rockets, learning about our
solar system, watching the puppet
show and having the zoo visit. Oh,
and LegoMania on Fridays just never
gets old! This may be one of those
times where the librarians have as
much fun as the kids do!

We use a subscription service
for our magazine renewals. It’s time

Culpepper & Merriweather
Circus coming

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

The American circus is
nearly as old as America itself.

Skeeter the clown, who
travels with the Oklahoma-
based Culpepper and
Merriweather Great Combined
Circus, said nothing has grown
up with the country quite like
the American-style circus.

“We’re one of six American-
owned big tops,” Skeeter said
in a phone interview as she
traveled Pocahontas County
doing advance publicity work for
the circus, which will perform
at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Aug. 5
at Sportsman Park in Laurens.
“We truly are living history.
We are families performing for
families.”

Skeeter didn’t grow up in a
circus family, although circus
performing is often passed
from generation to generation.
Clowns, she said, were often
portrayed by performers who
had aged out of the ability to
perform physical feats, or by
acrobats who had been injured
during a performance. Being a
clown is still incredibly physical,
she said, but all of the physical
feats are just performed much
closer to the ground.

“This is our lifestyle,”
Skeeter said of sticking with the
traveling performances. “This
is our passion. Every day we
want to do the best we can to
preserve our lifestyle.”

Clowns were also
moneyhandlers for circuses,
and theywould fillin as teachers,
too, instructing performers’
children in reading and math.
Skeeter said when Culpepper

5

and Memiweather had more Clownin’ around Looaveins Seon

children in the caravan, the

for the annual review and renewal.
If there is a magazine you would
like to see us subscribe to, please let
me know. We'd hate to miss out on
something new and fun!

New novels lately include: Ouzfox
by Sandra Brown, Zhe Chelsea Girls
by Fiona Davis, Glory Road by
Lauren Denton, Escape Room by
Megan Goldin and The Inn by James
Pacterson.

Deb has another fun “Take it
Tuesday” planned! This month we
will be making bird houses out of
gourds. She’s got some cute examples
that you can model yours after, or
use your own vison. She needs to
know how many gourds to prepare,
so please preregister! This is coming

right up — August 6th at 6:30 p.m.
The Poper

b . il Rt

to Lau_ren

COMING EVENTS

e A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays

at 1 p.m. until August 7
* LegoMania — every Friday!

» Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the st

Tuesday of the month

* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of

the month

o Card Making 5-8 p.m. 4th Tuesday

monthly

CIRCUS:

From Page 1

circus are homeschooled. But
just because they’re on the road
for 32 weeks a year, doesn’t
mean kids are missing out
on educational opportunities.
Skeeter said circus families
take advantage of their mobile
lifestyle, taking their kids on
tours of local museums and
places of interests, ranging
from mines of all kinds to even
the Grand Canyon.

Skeeter is a graduate of
Barnum and Bailey and
Ringling Bros. Clown College;
she knew as a teenager she
wanted to become a clown, but
the college didn’t admit women
until several years after she
finished high school. At 28,
Skeeter left a career working
in television and radio and
enrolled at the clown college.
After graduation, she initially
had a temporary position as a
high stilt walker with Ringling
Bros., but eventually found
a permanent position with
Culpepper and Merriweather.
She said the touring circus
gave her the opportunity to
meet up with distant relatives
and friends who had moved out
of state, as well as to see the
country.

“The circus clowns, the
animals, these have always
been my favorite,” she said.

To be a clown, especially
when she started in the early
1980s, required more than
just a penchant for slapstick
comedy.

“We use every art form
known to man,” Skeeter said.
“We are responsible for making
our props.”

After all, she couldn’t
just run out to a dollar store
and find a 4-foot-tall crayon
when she started, or a rubber
mallet that she knew wouldn’t
actually hurt her co-workers.
So she fabricated them.
Skeeter started her journey
to becoming a clown with the
ability to play four instruments,
and along the way she learned
more, as well as how to dance
and how to jump in to fill gaps
in the show and keep the crowd
entertained.

“If something happens, you
have to use your body to fill in,”
she said, “Get things rolling
back smoothly.”

The public is invited to
watch circus members put up

circus employed a teacher; Skeeter the clown, who performs with the Culpepper the big top at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 5
these days, the children whose and Merriweather Circus, talks with kids about the at Sportsman Park in Laurens;
families perform and set up the upcoming show during a publicity tour July 25. Photo they’ll also get a backstage

See CIRCUS, Page 5 courtesy of Laurens Chamber and Community Boosters. ;lgoranl:g L meet some of the




ading is'coming to an end. Just today s story time
& next weekl It truly has sped by, as if on'a rocket shipl We've
‘had a ball reading, playing gemes, bullding and shooting
rockets, learning rabout ‘our  solar system, watching the

puppets show and havmg the zoo visit. Oh, and LegoMania
on Fridays just niever gets old! This may be one of those times
where the librarians have as'much fun as the kids dol: =~

We use a subsmptmn gervice for our magazine renewals.

magazine you would like to see us subscribe
iow. We'd hate to L

‘ : LegoMania ~ every Pridayl
: :Take lt ‘ruesday 6:30 p.m. - st Tuesday ofthe mnth
Book Club .7 p.m. - 4th Monday of the month

Card Mukln; 5§-8 p.m. 4tl| ‘fuesday monthly

It’s time for the anaual review and renewal. If there is a-

A’Unlvem ol‘ smm - Wednesdays at 1 unﬂl A ‘gust 7

Skeeter the Circus
Clown Visits the
Laurens Public
Library

Skeeter the Circus Clown visited
the Laurens Public Library recently.
She also visited Kids Korner and the
Laurens Care Center.

The artending library kids helped
her fill in her coloring book by
thinking really hard. Skeeter showed
a couple of her favorite instruments,
and showed us the trick to balancing
a peacock feather on her hand, chin
and nose! She then made a balloon
animal for each child, and reminded
us to come see her at the Culpepper
& Merriweather circus that is coming
to Laurens August 5th!

Science Center of lowa brings program to Laurens lerary

By Erin Sommers
pokyrdnews@gmail.com

At the Laurens Public
Library, Science Center of
Towa’s Jaclyn Erickson called
Jovanna Pettit up in front of
the crowd.

Erickson had already had
one volunteer drop bean bags
to demonstrate gravity. But
now, Erickson wanted the kids
gathered to learn more about
outer space to predict what
would happen if a volunteer
dropped one heavy and one
light thing.

“What’s going to be different,”
Erickson asked the kids.

A few offered suggestions,
then they counted down, giving
Pettit the signal to drop both
items. Afterwards, Erickson
explained what happened.

“This landed last,” she -said,
holding up the feather. “It
(didn’t fall) straight down like
my bean bag.”

The demonstration was one
of several Erickson made as she
explained far out concepts like
orbit and planetary rotation,
as well as lit some gas on fire
while talking about rockets and
rocket fuel.

She started with explaining
what NASA is — the
National Aeronautical Space
Administration — and why
Earth is special and different
from all of the other planets.

She sought out ideas from
the crowd about what might set
Earth apart.

“We live here,” one young
program attendee said.

That’s partly right, Erickson
said.

Someone else suggested
the presence of water made a
difference. That’s also true —
Earth has liquid water and no
other planet does, she said.
Earth’s protective atmosphere
is also important, she said.

Erickson moved on to Mars,
which she referred-to as the red
planet.

“Mars is a beautiful red
color,” she said. “Why is Mars
red?”

A few kids had guesses, but
none got quite to the answer
Erickson had in mind.

“Who has heard of the word
iron before?” she asked. “Iron is
a type of metal. There’s a lot of
iron on Mars.”

And in the right conditions,
iron looks red, she said.

Erickson even touched on
the former ninth planet, Pluto,
which was reclassified as a
dwarf planet in 2006.

“What makes a planet a
planet?” she asked. “It’s not a
moon or a star. It might have
one of those things. It has to
orbit the sun. It must be big
enough to be round.”

The p&{)«u’
13\[ 19

et

Far out facts Lowarano Son 130y

Jaclyn Erickson of the Space Center of Iowa
prepares to demonstrate what happens when a flame
is introduced to a container with a flammable gas is
inside. Erickson visited the Laurens Public Library July
24. Photo by Erin Sommers.

to purchase an utdour ‘charging station. ' Y
‘out by the picnic tables last week by Reid and Caleb from. .
‘Laurens Municipal Power & Commumcatlons ‘H’s eady to
charge up our library patrons! s

on this week; American Preda or: the

Science Center of
Towa Visits the
Laurens Public
Library

Science Center of Iowa visited the
Laurens Public Library recently.
Jaclyn taught us of the attributes of
the different planets in our
solar system, as well as forces like
centripetal and gravitational.

Will centripetal force keep the
water in the glass? We all hope
so. Especially those in the front!
Centripetal force is what keeps the
moon in place.

A Univﬂu d’ Stories - Wednesdayn at'l ungil Aug T
; | LegoMania — every Fridayl St

lee it m-dny 6:30 pm the Ist ‘l‘uesday

LR R - of the month
{7 ‘Book Chib |7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 5 - 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthiy
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Tuesday, August 6th @ 6: 30 pm

Sign-up to create your own Birdhouse Gourd. Class size will be limited.
This is for adults. Children can participate if accompanied by an adult.

Laurens Public Library
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with Glenda Mulder

August 7, 2019

Do you ever wish you could remember when a Laurens event occurred?
Or a little more information about it? Well, the Library has the resource
for you! The past issues of the Laurens Sun, as far back as 1885, have been
digitized, they are online and searchable by date or search term. We've g j i
had this for some time, but it was a Laurens Library Foundation project SR i = .
to update this to include issues as new as December 2018! T have to warn - www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
you, however, that reading old newspapers can be addicting! To use this . August 14,2019
resource, which also includes our centennial book, Laurens 100, as well Do you ever wish you could remember when a Laurens
i k htep://1 d a event occurred? Or a little more information about it? Well,
as the Pocahontas County History book, go to http: Z‘”ens'a Vi;:talgek the Library has the resource for you! The past issues of
i j our Library’s website and click on the link. the Laurens Sun, as far back as 1885 have been digitized, |-
preservation.com or just go to ary e She are coiie Wil seiioHabie by date o neanch e
New novels this week include: Old Bones by Douglas Preston, 7he Last We've had this for some time, but it was a Laurens Library
. : : itehead, 7he Russia Foundation project to update this to include issues as new
Widow by Karin Slaughter, Nickel Bgs by Colson Wh‘lt.e ! 25 Docertiber 20181 I bave to o, Horer: that fesiting
Account by Stephen Coonts, Goodnight Stranger by Miciah Gault, 7he old newspapers can be addicting] To use this resource, which
; . also includes our centennial book, Laurens 100, as well as
Book Charmer by Karen Hawkins, One Little Secret by Cate Hola_har.l, The the Pocahiotas County:History BAok,igo to httpi/[latifenes:
Swallows by Lisa Lutz, Last Good Guy by T. Jefferson Parker, New Girl by | advantage-preservation.com/ Or just go to our Library’s
4 . s | website and click on the link. . : £
Daniel Silva, Lager Queen of Minnesota by J. Ryan Stradal and Contraband Y New movels this week inclide: Old Bones by Douglas:
' Preston, The Last Widow by Karin Slaughter, Nickel Boys by
by St Woods: ; s s Toll Ve Ataid by i | Colson Whiteh ad, The Russia Account by éte'phen Coonts,
Book Club choice for August is Don’t Tell Me You're Afraid by Giuseppe Goodnight Steanger by Miciah Gault, The Book Charmer
i i kable true story, an unforgettable by Karen Hawkins, One Little Secret by Cate Holahan, The
Catozzella. This nove% is based ona remzlxr b Iy, - g et e i lere SR b
Somali girl risks her life on the migrant journey to Europe to run in the New Gil by Daniel Silva, Lager Qileen of Minnesota, and
. s s ; s i  ‘Contraband by Stuart Woods.. = = $ : ;
Olympic Games. Grab a copy and join our discussion on Monday night, b Tistos for At is Dom't Tell Me You're Afraid
August 26 at7 p.m. by Giuseppe Catozzella. This novel is based on a remarkable.
true story, an unforgettable Somali girl risks her life on the
nmigrant journey to Europe to run in the Olympic Games. Grab
a copy and join our discussion on Monday, Aug: 26 at 7 p.m.

Have you seen or heard about our latest addition? One of the Laurens
Public Library Foundation projects this year was to purchase an outdoor
charging station. This was installed out by the picnic tables last week by
Reid & Caleb from Laurens Municipal Power & Communications. It’s
ready to charge up our library patrons!

One new nonfiction this week, American Predator: the hunt for the
maost meticulous serial killer of the 21st century by Maureen Callahan.
New novels lately include: 7he Bitterroots by C.J. Box, Dangerous Man
by Robert Crais, Zhe Perfect Wife (you know this has to be fiction,
right?) by J.P Delaney; 7he Chain by Adrian McKinty, Tiurn of the Key by
Ruth Ware and Warning by James Partterson. Also, The Yellow Lantern:
True Colors: Historical Stories of American Crime by Angie Dicken. This
historical story of grave robbing and friendship (strange combination,
isn’t it!) was recommended by Laurens native Nancy Hakes Gjoraas.

Yikes, our last time of summer reading is today at 1 o’clock! We've
certainly enjoyed sharing a Universe of Stories with the kids of Laurens,
and even some visiting grandchildren of our patrons!

Book Club choice for August is Don’t Tell Me You're Afraid by
Giuseppe Catozzella. In this novel (Oops, I think I told our readers it
was nonfiction!) is based on a remarkable true story, an unforgettable
Somali girl risks her life on the migrant journey to Europe to run in
the Olympic Games. Grab a copy and join our discussion on Monday,

August 26th at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
~ * LegoMania — Friday, August 16
« Tuke it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
+ Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
« Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
o Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
» Story Teller Darrin Crow —7:00 p.m. November 6

. COMIRG EVENTS ;
LegoMania — Friday, Aug. 16
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st
Tuesday of the month
“Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24

Story Teller Darrin Crow - 7 p.m. November 6

COMING EVENTS
o A Universe of Stories — Wednesdays at 1 p.m. until August 7
* LegoMania — every Friday!
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
* Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
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Back to School weelk! Seems like we were just gearing up for Summer
Reading, now that’s all done and we are making plans to start Tot Time back
up the Monday after Labor Day. We'll also be contacting the teachers to

set up school visits as welll We are making the adjustment to a quiet library

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
: August 21,2019
ack to School week! Seems like we were just gearing
Summer Reading, now that’s all done and we are
' to start Tot Time back up the Monday after L

during the day once again.
September’s Take it Tuesday is going to sneak up on us — it’s the day after

Labor Day! Det? has fur} plans for no sew pumpkins, made from shfrt sleeves! /e siso be contacting the teachers to st up sch

If you have a shirt that is special to you (I have a couple of my Dad’s! It will ~welil We are maldng the adjustment to a quict library

be fun to display those pumpkins.) bring it along. We'll have some sleeves "ﬂ‘f’si;’;ﬂ?ﬁ;i%h Ricedas ie wimg o snkak v aith

here for you'to choose from as well. Please preregister so we can be sure to _ it’s the day affer Labor Dayl Deb has fun plans for no sew

have enough supplies! pumpkins, made from shirt slesves! If you have a shirt that
ppres: s special to you (I have a couple of my Dad’s! It will be

New novels this week include: A Better Man by Louise Penny, Cut and to display those purmpkins.} bfl!-,:g it almﬁg hvgeu have s - e
; i i i ; e for you to choose from as well. Please preregister.
Run by Fern Michaels, Texas Forever by Janet Dailey, Chances Are by Richard :i)e;f’:i:;efbe Sux¥e i BigStes ol i 2 i
Russo and 7he Oysterville Sewing Circle (Reg & LP) by Susan Wiggs. ~New novels this week include: A Better Man Fsy Louise
| Book Club choice for August is Don’t Tel] Me You're Afraid by Giuseppe Em' Ig:a‘;ltc;ng hl:,:?':e :Y Al?rt:embym%:;iﬁ'r;’;‘so, a‘:;“ﬂ‘:z

Catozzella. This novel is based on a remarkable true story, an unforgettable Oysterville Sewing Circle (Reg & LP) by Susan Wiggs. .

Book Club choice for August is Don’t Tell Me You're Afraid

by. Giuseppe Catozzella, This novel is based on a remarkable

true story, an unforgettable Somali girl risks her life on the

migrant journey ‘to Europe to run in the Olympic Games.

‘Grab a copy and join our discussion on Monday, August 26th
at 7 p.m. . = : :

Somali girl risks her life on the migrant journey to Europe to run in the
Olympic Games. Grab a copy and join for our discussion on Monday,
| August 26 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS :

: Tot Time Mondays at 10, starting Sept. 9

Take it Tuesday 6:30 pm the 1st Tuesday of the

RO & month ' . =

Book Club 7 p.m.; 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 5 - 8 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly

Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. Oct. 24

Story Teller Darrin Crow - 7 p.m. Nov. 6

COMING EVENTS
» Tot Time Mondays at 10 a.m., starting September 9
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
* Card Making 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
e Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
* Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
» Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m. November 6

Dot and Dash laurens Sen 3-21-19
7avden Hanson. at right, operates a Dot and Dash
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summer, and also sad when some of

3 with Glenda Mulder our favorites are too old for us — they

August 28, 2019 are going to school! So if you have
a little one who's not in school yet,

Just a reminder that we will be plan to join the Tot Time fun at 10
closed for three days for Labor a.m. every Monday during the school
Day weekend! Stop in now to get year!
everything you need to make your
weekend more enjoyable. COMING EVENTS

Then the next evening, the 3rd, ¢ Tot Time Mondays at 10 a.m.,
is Take it Tuesday! Deb has fun starting September 9

plans for No-Sew Pumpkins. These * Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist

are a perfect way to start your Fall

Tuesday of the month
decorating. Let us know if youd like ¢ Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of
to join us, so we can be sure to have the month
enough supplies! ¢ Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th

[ survived the scariest day of my Tuesday monthly
work year last week. I had finished » Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30

the 183 question annual report for

p.m. October 15
the State Library. This report covers

* Library Foundation Supper -
everything about our fiscal year 5-7 p.m. October 24

2018/2019 from revenue sources

to expenditures, collection totals
and circulation totals, program
attendance to computer use. You get
the idea. Anyway, I had the report

done, but just couldn’t bring myself 4_ H Fin d Out

to hit that “Submit” button. Well,
after reading it through twice without All youth in 4th through 12th grade
making any changes, I bit the bullet
and did it! Whew! You know the
best part? The deadline isn’t until
October 31, so when my librarian
friends are groaning about it, [ can
just smile and know that ours is
done!

* Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7 p.m.
November 6 i

are welcome and encouraged to join
Pocahontas County 4-H. There are
seven clubs that meet throughout
the county as well as Clover Kids for
youth in kindergarten through 3rd
grade.

There will be an informational

Ou.r c?ud making class ls starting come and go meeting Wednesday,
up again in September. Milissa September 11 from 3-6 p.m. at

and Brenda always come up with the ISU Extension and Outreach

beautifully creative cards, and make Pocahontas County office, 305 N.
it all so simple. There is a $5 fee for Main' Dociha :

materials, but you will go home with
3 cards! Class is limited to 12, so
please register and pay your fee soon!
Tot Time starts again on
September 9th. It’s always fun to sece

Cetting de,ci'(\c,\%{ (—or au}omdq
baHaroom doors. 8-210-19

M'\‘o.c,\(\‘.r\cj \&-va\g for HYhe aute-
Modic doors. 323-19

If you are unable to attend the
meeting or have questions regarding
the 4-H program contact Lisa at 712-
335-3103 or lzeman@iastate.edu.

- WWW. Iaurenspublmllbrary com
August 28, 2019

Just a reminder that we will be closed for 3 days for Lahor
Day weekend! Stop in now to get everyﬂung you need to make
your weekend more enjoyable

Then the next evening, the 3rd, is Take it ’I‘uesdayl Deb
has fun plans for No-Sew Pumpkins. These are a perfect way
1o start to your Fall decorating. Let us know if you'd like to join
us, so we can be sure to have enough supplies!
. I survived the scariest day of my work year last week. 1 had:
finished the 183 guestion annual report for the State Library.:
This report covers everything about our fiscal year 2018/2019
from revenue sources to expenditures, collection totals and
circulation totals, program attendance to computer use. You
get the idea. Anyway, I had the report done, but just couldn’t
bring myself to hit that “Submit” button: Well, after reading
it through twice without making any changes, I bit the bullet
and did itl Whew! You lmow the best part? The deadline isn’t
until Oet. 31, so when my librarian friends are groaning about
it, I can just smile and know that ours is done!

Our card making class is starting up again in September.
Milissa & Brenda always come up with beautifully creative
cards, and make it all so simple. Thereis a $5 fee for materials,
but you will go home with 3 cards! Class is limited to 12, so
please register and pay your fee soon!

Tot Time starts again on Sept. 9. It’s always fun to see how
big the tots have grown over the summer, and also sad when
some of our favorites are too old for us — they are going to
schooll So if you have a little one who's not in school yet, plan
to join the Tot Time fun at-10 a.m. every Monday during the
school year!

COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Mondays at 10, starting Sept. 9
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the lst Tuesday of the month
. Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6:30 pm 4th Tuesday monthly
Hlstonan Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15

The bd—('cr\. o opwa4¢ +he
YoaMhvrvou doors. 32819
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! At the Library The pck,pju’

 with Glenda Mulder
September 4, 2019

Another item was crossed off the Library Wish List this week, thanks to the
Laurens Public Library Foundation! We now have automatic door openers on
our bathrooms. Those beautiful, big, solid wood doors are so heavy. This will be
helpful to our patrons with mobility issues and also to the little kids who have

. trouble pulling those doors open when it’s time to get back out! So, thanks for

- your support of the Library Foundation - you make projects like this possible!

New novels recently include: 7his Tender Land by William Kent Krueger,
Vendetta in Death by ].D. Robb, The Doll Factory by Elizabeth MacNeal, 7he
Dark Side by Danielle Steel, Tidelands by Philippa Gregory, The Whisper Man by
Alex North, Desperate Creed by Alex Kava and Chestnut Man by Soren Sveistru.

Nonfiction includes 7he Ghosts of Eden Park: The bootleg king, the women who
pursued him, and the murder that shocked Jazz-Age America by Karen Abbott.

A new season of Tot Time begins on Monday! Jeri, our Children’s Librarian,
has been making fun plans, so if you have a little one who's not in school yet,
(Or have one visiting!) plan to join the Tot Time fun at 10 a.m. every Monday
during the school year.

I’'m looking forward to reading this month’s Book Club selection, Britt-Marie
Was Here. It was written by Fredrik Backman, author of A Man called Ove and
I'loved that book! Our catalog describes it this way, “Walking away from her
loveless marriage and taking a job in a derelict, financially devastated town,
sixty-three-year-old Britt-Marie uses her fierce organizational skills to become
alocal soccer coach to a group of lost children.” Book Club meets at 7 p.m.

' September 23, so you have lots of time to grab a copy and get it read!

COMING EVENTS
» Tot Time Mondays at 10 a.m., starting September 9
e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
e Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
e Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
* Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
e Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7 p.m. November 6

o
with Glenda Mulder
September 11, 2019

New novels recently include: Zestaments by Margaret Atwood, Christmas
in Winter Hill by Melody Carlson, 7he Long Call by Ann Cleeves, Titanic
Secret by Clive Cussler, Akin by Emma Donoghue, Secress We Kept by Lara
Prescott, Institute by Stephen King, Timepiece by Beverly Lewis, Killer
Instinct by James Patterson. Also, two children’s books were purchased by
Greg & Deb Hertz in memory of Jeri Hammer: Santas Story & Dr Seuss’s
Horse Museum.

Our Fall schedule is now in full swing. We start out our week with fun;
Tot Time is each Monday morning at 10 a.m. We have monchly visits
scheduled with all the L-M Elementary classes, but are still working on a
few details with our middle school kids. We've had a few changes this year,
and are trying to figure out the best way to serve them. We'll find that new
normal soon!

Ifyou enjoyed A Man called Ove, you might want to read our Book
Club’s choice this month, Britz-Marie Was Here also by Fredrik Backman,
Our catalog describes it this way, “Walking away from her loveless
marriage and taking a job in a derelict, financially devastated town, sixty-
three-year-old Britt-Marie uses her fierce organizational skills to become a
local soccer coach to a group of lost children.” Book Club meets at 7 p.m.
September 23, so you have lots of time to grab a copy and get it read!

We've got some fun things on our Fall schedule, so mark these on your
calendar and I'll share more information as they get closer.

COMING EVENTS

* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
* Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
¢ Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
* Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
e Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m. on November 6

When our Sth graders ca rar; ;
taiked about the way librari a_mzed I always hke
to start by asking how they would organize a 25,000 book

_(apprommately the size of LPL s) collection. The answers

are always interesting, varying from age, to category, to
alphabeuze them by author or title. I like to throw cut by
size, ‘or by color — make a rainbowl Then I told them a bit
about Melvil Dewey and his system that was adopted in the
1800’s — the Dewey Decimal Sys em. We ended on a hght»
note, reading Dewey; There’s

: Spencer librarian Vlcé_ne Myron i

Dodd, F rs by J.A. Jance, Land
of Wolves by Craig Jolmson, 'l‘he Nanny by Gill MacMillan,

Perry, and Red at the Bone by Jacqueline Woadson. We also
received a large print copy of Malcolm Gladwell’s Talking

‘to Strangers: What we should know abnut the peopla we

don’t know.
If you enjoyed A l!nn ea.lled Ove, you might want to read

“our Book Club’s choice this month, Britt-Marie Was Here
. also by Fredrik Backman, Our cafalog describes it this way, -

“Walking away from her loveless marriage and taking a job in
a derelict, financially devastated town, sixty-three-year-old
Britt-Marie uses her fierce organizational skills to become a
local soccer coach to a group of lost children.” Book Club
meets at 7 p.m. Sept. 23, S0 you better hurry! 4
Our first Tot Time was a success, despite the ﬂnreatemng .

. looking clouds — we had a total of 25 atfendees, i.ncludmg the
“adults! Qur theme was watermelon, and this coming week we .

will be learning ahout apples, We look forward to seemg these»

; htﬂes on Mandays at 10..

+.  COMING EVEN’I'S 1
Tot Time Every Monday at. 10 e.m.
_Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month -
- Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
° - Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the ist
. Tuesday of the month
Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
Magician Larry Dunbar — 7 p.m. Oct. 31
Story Teller Darrin Crow ~ 7 p.m. Nov. 6
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
September 18, 2019

Tine Paes

When our 5th graders came to the library this month, we talked about the
vay libraries are organized. I always like to start by asking how they would
»rganize a 25,000 book (approximately the size of LPLs) collection. The
inswers are always interesting, varying from age, to category, to alphabetize
hem by author or title. I like to throw out by size, or by color — make a
ainbow! Then I told them a bit about Melvil Dewey and his system that
vas adopted in the 1800’s — the Dewey Decimal System. We ended on a
ight note, reading Dewey; There’s a cat in the library by former Spencer
ibrarian Vickie Myron.

New novels recently include: Elevator Pitch by Linwood Barclay, What
Rose Forgot by Nevada Barr, A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier, Buzterfly
n Frost by Sylvia Day, Met Her Match by Jude Deveraux, Strangers She
Cnows by Christina Dodd, Sins of the Fathers by ].A. Jance, Land of Wolves
vy Craig Johnson, 7he Nanny by Gill MacMillan, 7he Dutch House by Ann
Yatchett, Death in Focus by Anne Perry and Red at the Bone by Jacqueline
Xoodson. We also received a large print copy of Malcolm Gladwell’s
lalking to Strangers: What we should know about the people we don’t know.

If you enjoyed A Man called Ove, you might want to read our Book
“lub’s choice this month, Britt-Marie Was Here also by Fredrik Backman,
Jur catalog describes it this way, “Walking away from her loveless
narriage and taking a job in a derelict, financially devastated town, sixty-
hree-year-old Britt-Marie uses her fierce organizational skills to become a
ocal soccer coach to a group of lost children.” Book Club meets at 7 p.m.
ieptember 23, so you better hurry!

Our first Tot Time was a success, despite the threatening looking clouds
-we had a total of 25 attendees, including the adults! Our theme was
vatermelon, and this coming week we will be learning about apples. We
ook forward to seeing these littles on Mondays at 10.

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
* Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
e Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
e Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
 Magician Larry Dunbar — 7 p.m. October 31
e Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7 p.m. November 6

Q(_u\f\\re-7 ans;lhg \..;L"P\Lnr\g oM (‘(P\Clc_\ng
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with Glenda Mulder
September 25, 2019

I think there’s just one new novel I haven't told you about — it’s Lasz Train to
London by Meg Waite Clayton. A children’s picture book, 7he Hundred-Year
Barn by Patricia MacLachlan was purchased in honor of the Grossnickle family’s
Century Farm designation.

I can’t remember if I've shared that our annual report has been filed with
the State Library of Towa. I probably have, since I'm pretty proud of this -
the deadline is the end of October! Well, this week I thought I'd share a few
statistics from this report with you. On June 30, the end of our fiscal year, the
total in our library collection was 25,729. That’s a lot of stuff in our 5,000
square foot building! We have 1616 patrons registered. Our total circulations for
the year were 39,190. (Let’s all try a little harder and‘get that over 40,000 this
year, OK?!) Which tells me that our average patron checked out just a fraction
over 24 books, DVDs or audiobooks last year. I'm glad that some of you are
above average!

This also tells us that on an average day, we checked out 125 items. Which of
course, means that on an average day we checked in, cleaned and reshelved an
average of 125 books, DVDs etc!

You know how we like programs, events and L-M classes visiting the library.
Last year we had a total of 285 programs with attendance reaching 5,239. We
had 3,437 computer users, and that’s not counting those who use our wifi!
There were a lot of other statistics on this form, I answered 163 questions in all,

but these were the highlights, in my opinion.

We are coming to the end of September, which is always a transition month

for us, with classes starting up again at L-M. We've got some fun plans the next
| couple months, so get them on your calendar!

COMING EVENTS
¢ Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m. .
¢ Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month &
¢ Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
e Talke it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
e Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
e Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
* Halloween Magician — 7 p.m. October 31
. Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m. November 6

www.laurenspubliclibr;ry.cnm :
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T think there’s just one new navel .I haven’t told you
about — it’s Last Train to: London by Meg Waite Clayton. A
childrén’s picture book, The Hundred-Year Barn by Patricia
Mackachlan was purchased in honor of the Grossmckle !
famﬂy s Century Farm designation.. . :

I can’t remembier if Ive shared that our annual report has
been filed with the State Library of lowa. I probably have, since
P'm pretty proud of this — the deadline is thé end of October!
Well, this week I thought P'd share a few statistics from this .

eporl: ith you. On June 30, the end of our fiscal year, the
total in our fibrary collection was 25,729. That's a laot of stuff -
1in our 5,000 square foot building! We have 1,616 patrons

(Let’s all try a little harder and. get that over 40,000 this year, -
-OK?l) Which tells me that our average patron checked out.
justa fraction over 24 books, DVDs or: -audiobooks: Iast ywr :

I’m glad that some of you are .above average! o 9

““This also tells us that on an’ average day, we checked out
125 items, Which of course, means that on an average day we

‘with - attendmice reaclung 5,239 We had 3 437 compute'r
| users; and that’s ot cotmtmg those who use our wifil There
3 ! f ¢ i, I

- pam nday.
Card. mﬂng 6-30 p.m 4th 'l‘uudny monthly
Tale it Tiesday 6:30 p.m. the lst 'l‘uesda

teglstered QOur total circulations for the year were 39,190. |
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7 ' At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
October 2, 2019

Goodness, we got a lot of new books this week! 'll start off with nonfiction:
Permanent Record by Edward Snowden and Blowout: Corrupted Democracy,

Rogue State Russia, and the Richest, Most Destructive Industry on Earth by Rachel
Maddow. New novels include: Water Dance by Ta-Nehi Coates, What Comes My
Wiy by Traci Paterson, Quantum by Patricia Cornwell, Harts Hollow Farm by
Janet Dailey, Shape of Night (also a CD book) by Tess Gerritson, Pursuit by Joyce
Carol Oates, Bloody Genius by John Sandford, Sisters of Summit Avenue by Lynn
Cullen, Night Boat to Tangier by Kevin Barry, What Happens in Paradise by Elin
Hilderbrand and Busterfly Girl by Rene Denfeld.

If you're in the mood for a Christmas book, you might want to check out
these new arrivals: 79th Christmas by James Patcerson, Christmas From the Heart
by Sheila Roberts, Mrs. Miracle Christmas by Debbie Macomber, Christmas in
Harmony Harbor by Debbie Mason, Spirit of the Season by Fern Michaels, The
More the Merrier, an Amish Christmas Romance by Linda Byler and Christmas
Boutique by Jennifer Chiaverini.

Historian Kathy Wilson will return Tuesday, October 15 at 1:30 p.m. with
her new program, Fashions to Die For! Did you know that clothing can make
you sick, break your bones, and even kill you? It's true! It can even drive you
mad! This program takes a look at 18th- and 19th-century fashions and the
deadly secrets hiding behind those fabulous looks, and tackles some of those
urban myths, too, including whether it was possible for Scarlet O'Hara to have
an 18-inch waist! The Pocahontas County Historical Museum, right next door
to the library, will be open an hour before and an hour after this program. They
will have a special display From Cradle to Grave; A Display of Clothing Worn in
Happy and Sad Times.

Our Book Club hasn’t read a mystery for a while, so this month we will be
reading Karen Slaughter’s Cop Town. Our catalog describes it this way, “Reluctant
rookie cop Kate Murphy finds herself teamed with agenda-seeking Maggie
Lawson in a manhunt for a cop killer.” We have many patrons who love this .
author, maybe some of our Book Club members will join the ranks of her fans! -
Check out a copy and join our discussion Monday, October 28 at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
o Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
» Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
« Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
o Halloween Magician — 7 p.m. October 31
¢ Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7 p.m. November 6

Library and Museum Team Up for
Neaha
(e{alq

Did you know that clothing can make you sick, break your bones and even kill
you? Come to the Laurens Public Library on October 15 at 1:30 to hear the
program Fashions to Die For — Really by Iowa historian Kathy Wilson. This
program explores 18th and 19¢th century fashions and the deadly secrets hiding

Program and Exhibit

behind those fabulous looks.

clothing and artifacts from childhood to mourning.

"The Pocahontas County Historical Museum will join the fun with a
supporting exhibit that afternoon from 12:30-4:00. Their exhibit, From Cradle
to Grave: A Display of Clothing Worn in Happy and Sad Times, will feature

If you are not able to come on October 15, the display will stay in place for a
little while. If you or your club would like to see it, just call Connie Dallenbach
at 841-2222 or Dorothy Lamberti at 845-4496 or send us an email us at:
pc.historical. museum@gmail.com. to arrange a time to visit.

with Glenda Mulder
October 9, 2019

One of our favorite program presenters, Historian, Kathy Wilson will return
Tuesday, October 15 at 1:30 p.m. with her new program, Fashions to Die For!
Did you know that clothing can make you sick, break your bones, and even kill
you? It's true! It can even drive you mad! This program takes a look at 18th- and
19th-century fashions and the deadly secrets hiding behind those fabulous looks,
and tackles some of those urban myths, too, including whether it was possible
for Scarlet O'Hara to have an 18-inch waist! For more information, come to the
library Tuesday afternoon, you won't want to miss this one!

The last time Kathy was here, she visited the County Museum next door,
sharing her expertise and ideas. The Museum curators have taken those ideas to
heart and made a special display From Cradle to Grave; A Display of Clothing
Worn in Happy and Sad Times. The Pocahontas County Historical Museum,
right next door to the library, will be open an hour before and an hour after the
Fashions to Die For! program.

New novels include: Sisters of Summit Avenue by Lynn Cullen, Stealth by

Stuart Woods, Let it Snow by Nancy Thayer, Childs Play by Danielle Steel, Giver

of Stars by Jojo Moyes, The Paris Orphan by Natasha Lester, Guardians by John
Grisham and 7he Book of Bones by John Connelly.

In nonfiction: The Only Plane in the Sky: An Oral History of 9/11 by Garrett
Graff was purchased in memory of history buff, Ron Cowan by Greg & Deb
Hertz.

Our Fall fundraising supper is scheduled for Thursday, October 24. We'll
again have pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, and cheesy potatoes, topped off
with pineapple upside-down cake! Yum! Plan now to join us. Money raised will
fund ongoing projects, as well as a few more things we have up our sleeve!

October seemed like a good month to read a good mystery, so our Book
Club will be reading Karen Slaughter’s Cop Town. Slaughter is a favorite of many
of our library patrons. And with a last name like Slaughter, what else could she
be but a mystery writer?! Check out a copy and join our discussion Monday,
October 28 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
¢ Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month
e Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. October 15
e Library Foundarion Supper - 5-7 p.m. October 24
¢ Halloween Magician — 7 p.m. October 31

» Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m. November 6

Faiserer

OCTOBER 24

MENU: Pulled Pork Sandwich, Coleslaw,

Laurens
Public

- Library

Foundation

The Oa nar  1ola « (6l

- www.laurenspubliclibrary.cam
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One of our favorite program presenters, Historian Kathy
Wilsen will return Tuesdsy, Oct. 15 at 1:30 p.m. with her new
prograrm, Fashions €0 Die For! Did you know that clothing can
make you sick, break your hones, and sven lall you? If's truel
it can even male drive you mad! This progrem takes a look
at 18ih- and 19th-ceniury fashions and the deadly secrets
hiding behind those fabulous looks, and tackles some of thos=
urban myths, tog, including whether it was possibls for Scarist
O'Hara‘to*have an 18-inch waist! For more information, come
ta et}'Ae library Tuesday afternoon, you won'’t want to miss this
on )

The last Hme Kathy was here she visited the County
Mussum next door, sharing her experiise and ideas. The
Museu_m curators have taken those ideas to heart zand mads
2 special display From Cradle io Grave; A Display of Clothiss
Worn i Happy and Sad Times. The Pocahontas County
Historical Museum, right next door ta the library, will be open
an hour before and an hout afier the Fashions fo Dis Forl
program,

New novels nclude: Sisters of Summit Avenue by Lynn
Cullen, Stealth by Stuart Woods, Let it Snow by Nancy
Thayer, Child’s Play by Daniclle Steel, Giver of Stars by Jojo
Moyes, The Paris Orphan by Natasha Lester, Guardians by
John Grisham, and The Book of Benes by John Conmelly. In
nonfiction, The Only Plane in the Sky: An Oral History of
9/11 by Garrett Graff was purchased in memory of history
buff, Ron Cowan by Greg and Deb Hertz. %

Our fall fundraising supper is sche i for Thursday, Oct.
24, We'lll' again have pulled pork san hes, coleslaw, and
cheesy potdtoes, topped off with pincapple upside-down cale
Yu:_n! Plan now to join us. Moniey raised will fund ongoing
projects, as well as 2 fzw more things we have up cur sleevet

October seemed like 2 good month o read a good mystery,
50 our Bogk Club will be reading Karen Slaughter's Cop Town.
Slaughter is a favorite of many of our library patrons. And
with a last name like Slaughter, what clse could 'she be but
a mysiery writer?! Check out a copy 2nd join eur discussion
Monday, Oct. 28 ai 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Every Monday at 10
Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
Tuesday of the month
Historian Kathy Wilson - 1:30 p.m. Oct. 15
Library Foundation Supper - 5-7 p.m. Oct. 24
Halloween Magician ~ 7 p.m. Oct. 31

5-7 pm Thursday,

First Christian Church

Cheesy Potatoes, & Pineapple Upside-Down Cake

Story Teller Dartin Crow - 7 Nov. 6
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Fashions to Die For Whooooo Loves to Read?

P rogTﬂm H (4 ld at th e Pocahontas County Naturalist James Conway visited the
o Laurens Public Library for a Story Time recently, along with :
le rﬂry A few of his owl friends. We all learned so much!

Did you know that 9 different types of owls live in Iowa?

Who knew those big wigs (hence the term!) worn by the - Or that Great Horned Owls can be different colors in
aristocracy in the 18th century were a fire and health

) different seasons, depending on the camouflage they need?
hazard because of the silks, feathers and the lard used We learned all this and more, then made fun owl puppets out

asa st.yling. product?! Or that women died from the of paper lunch bags. So I guess, technically, now there are 10
chemicals in the makeup and skin care they used during types of owls that live in Towal

Victorian times? We learned so much about “Fashions
to Die For” when Historian Kathy Wilson visited the
Laurens Public Library.

This and so many other programs are sponsored by
the Laurens Public Library Foundation.

cupants by lowa
ction Fair Play: A
e 'E‘@o Bﬂuch t‘@

At the Library The Papar

with Glenda Mulder
October 23, 2019

At the Library The fop-

with Glenda Mulder
October 16, 2019

Come have supper with us at the Christian Church tomorrow, Thursday, October 24. Lorin
“Volunteered” to once again smoke the pork for those delicious pulled pork sandwiches. We'll
also be serving coleslaw, and cheesy potatoes (donated by The TeaPot café!) topped off with
pineapple upside-down cake (donated by the Laurens Care Center!) Yum! Money raised will
fund ongoing Library Foundation projects such as: programs for children and adults, conversion
of VHS to DVD, New Baby Packets, CD Audio Books, Preschool OQutreach Tubs and the Kids
Summer Reading supplies and programs. We also have a few new things in the works, including;
educational and art classes, book benches for Music Garden, a cupboard near the Circulation
Desk, enhance our Puppet Collection and a new PA system. I hope you can join the fun of the
supper, but if you can’t, please consider supporting the Library Foundation projects!

When we received a donation in memory of Mark Kyle, it seemed just right to me to
purchase Christmas books, since he was Laurens’s Santa for so many years. This week large print
versions of Christmas Boutique by Jennifer Chiaverini and Christmas at Rosie Hopkins Sweetshop
by Jenny Colgan were delivered.

Other new novels we have received include: Zaice in a Blue Moon by Christina Lauren,
Deserter by Nelson DeMille and Night Fire by Michael Connelly. In nonfiction we recetved
Ordinary Girls, « Memoir by Jaquira Diaz and Before and After: The Incredible Real-Life Stories of
Orphans Who Survived the Tennessee Children's Home Society by Judy Christie and the author of
the popular novel Before We Were Yours, Lisa Wingate.

Halloween night the library will again be filled with magic! Tt will be fun for all ages at 7
o'clock, when Trick or Treating is done. Our magical friend Larry Dunbar is currently on a
national tour with Lance Burton and Friends Magic Show! He recommended a magician from
Ogden, Toby KID Klauenberg. His show is billed as “45 minutes of weirdness, silly antics,
magic, stories & audience participation.” This sounds like a perfect fit for our library! Come
enjoy the show with us and see if you can figure out how he does his magic uicks. This program
is sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundation.

Are you in the mood for a good mystery? I would suggest you read this month’s Book Club
choice, Cop Town by Karen Slaughter. Slaughter is a favorite of many of our library patrons. And
with a last name like Slaughter, what else could she be but a mystery writer?! Check out a copy
and join our discussion Monday, October 28 at 7 pm.

The next program on our calendar (also sponsored by the Laurens Public Library
Foundation!) is the evening of Wednesday, November 6th, when Cedar Rapids Story Teller
Darrin Crow will bring us Coal Car Riggs and Little Eva — The Great Depression in lowa. His
website describes it this way, “This first person story weaves together the lives of Coal Car Riggs,
a hobo and the young farm girl Eva Killen as each struggles to survive. Along the way they will
cross paths with Grant Wood, Jeff Davis the Hobo King, and the Million Dollar Mulligan.” Towa -
librarians (and historian Kathy Wilson, when she was here for a program last week!) are giving
this story teller rave reviews, so plan to join us!

'COMING EVENTS

Come have supper with us at the Christian Church on Thursday, October 24.
We'll again have delicious pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, and cheesy potatoes,
topped off with pineapple upside-down cake! Yum! Money raised will fund
ongoing Library Foundartion projects such as: programs for children and adults,
convert VHS to DVD, New Baby Packets, CD Audio Books, preschool outreach
tubs and the Kids Summer Reading supplies and programs. We also have a few
new things in the works, including educational and art classes, book benches for
Music Garden, a cupboard near the Circulation Desk, enhance our Puppet _ : ar

Collection and a new PA system. 3 . et Be &

I don’t have a lot of books to tell you about this week, but these are by Mok they ' t Wit Drsabloa I Dams the
authors you may have enjoyed: Olive Again by Elizabeth Strout, a sequel to
Oljve Ketteridge, Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris, author of The Tatooist of
Auschwitz and The Body: A Guide for Occupants by lowa native Bill Bryson. Also
the nonfiction selection Fzir Play: A Game-Changing Solution for When You Have
Too Much to Do (and More Life to Live) by Eve Rodsky.

You've still got plenty of time to read this month’s Book Club choice, Cop
Town by Karen Slaughter. Slaughter is a favorite of many.of our library patrons.
And with a last name like Slaughter, what else could she be but a mystery
writer?! Check out a copy and join our discussion on Monday, October 28 at
7 p.m.

Halloween night the library will again be filled with magic! It will be fun
for all ages at 7 o’clock, when Trick or Treating is done. What will you wear for
Halloween? Library staff is cooking up a fun plan, of course it’s based on a book
series! Hope you can celebrate with us.

The next program on our calendar is the evening of November 6th, with
Cedar Rapids Story Teller Darrin Crow’s Coal Car Riggs and Little Eva — The
Great Depression in lowa. His website describes it this way, “This first person
story weaves together the lives of Coal Car Riggs, a hobo and the young farm
girl Eva Killen as each struggles to survive. Along the way they will cross paths
with Grant Wood, Jeff Davis the Hobo King, and the Million Dollar Mulligan.”

Towa librarians are giving this story teller rave reviews, so plan to join us!

COMING EVENTS
o Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
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Join us at the Laurens Library ‘
October 16,
Wednesday, @ 1 pm

Jason from the Pocahontas Conservation
Oftice will be here to show us some owls
There will be some stories and a craft.

“Owl” bet it will be a hoot!
Join us!
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i3Ki||er fashion Historian tells
the tale of dangerous trends

| By Erin Sommers

pokyrdnews@gmail.com

Your clothing is out to kill
you, lowa historian Kathy
Wilson told an audience at the
Laurens Public Library Oct. 14.

Wilson walked her listeners
through a historical look at
hairdos, makeup, accessories
and fashions that led to illness
and death. Take a look at
hairdos, starting with the overly
| styled up-do wigs of the 17th
and 18th centuries.

“Did you know that hairdos
can be hazardous to your
health?” Wilson said.

First there were the bird
cages — actual cages, with live
birds — that wealthy, upper
class women wore during that
era. Those birds were likely to
poop on the wig-wearer’s head.

But even worse were the
products the women and men
were using to style the wigs,
Wilson said.

“The bigger problem is they’re
using lard as a styling product,”
she said. “It goes rancid pretty
quickly.”

Lard also attracts vermin,
| she said, adding that it wasn’t

unheard of for someone to be
I wearing a wig and a mouse to
dart out.

The wigs, full of lard had
another problem.

“These things together create
a fire hazard, because silk is
flammable, ostrich feathers
(which were also all the rage for
a time) are flammable and let’s
put some grease on it,” Wilson
said

fHISTORIAN Laurens Lrbrary held dangerous fashion program

‘ From Page 1
said.

| Wigs werent the only

{ dangerous item to go near
someone’s head. Wilson pulled

‘upa photo of hair combs made

| of cellulose nitrate, similar to

‘ early film, from the early 20th
century.

1 “Hair accessories could even
pose a threat in the way you
stored them,” she said. “Do not

J store them in your attic or near
a furnace.”

I The early version of plastic

. was incredibly flammable

| and prone to combusting in

‘ department store glass cases,

} when early light bulbs heated

| up the case.
1‘ Makeup was even more
I deadly. English Queen

Elizabeth I preferred to appear
in public in a striking fashion,
playing up the contrast between
| her red hair and pale white
| skin. To get that startlingly
J white complexion, the queen
| relied on Venetian ceruse, a
l mixture of ground lead mixed
j with vinegar. It made the skin
| look white, sure, but it also was
| so abrasive and corrosive that it
| burned the skin, leaving it red.
‘ That, Wilson said, prompted

The chemicals used to

create the reds in these

fabrics were corrosive and caused skin problems for the
people who wore the items, historian Kathy Wilson told
attendees at her program at the Laurens Public Library
Oct. 16. Photo by Erin Sommers. | g rern Son lqg

Cleanmg the lard out of
the wig didn’t really solve the
problems, either. Wigs were
cleaned with ammonia, which
is corrosive or cantharides,

ground up beetle shells that
are also corrosive. Both would
irritate the wearer’s skin, she

See HISTORIAN Pagei2

These hair combs were known to combust if exposed
to heat, historian Kathy Wilson told Pocahontas
County residents at the Laurens Public Library last
week. Wilson gave a program on “Fashion to Die For.”
Photo by Erin Sommers.

relied on it in public — because
she lived to be nearly 70.
Other women, centuries later,
weren’t so lucky. Wilson told
the story of a great beauty in
the 18th century who became
a countess. She used so much
of the Venetian ceruse that she
died at 27 of poisoning.

“In the 19th century, it
became very fashionable for
ladies to look like tuberculosis

sometimes dropped Belladona,
a poison from the Nightshade
family, directly into their eyes,
Wilson said. ,

Ancient Egyptian women
also poisoned themselves
through their eyes, with ground
up metals mixed with lard to
create the original smoky eye
look. When the Romans invited
Egypt, their women adopted
Egyptian makeup techniques.

Submitted photo.

concentrating.

“Their makeup is making
them stupid and cranky,”
Wilson said.

Wilson debunked the notion
that people today are making
better or safer fashion choices.
Radium, she pointed out, was
the CBD oil of the early 20th
century, with claims that it
could cure just about anything.
(Spoiler alert: It didn’t. Just
read “The Radium Girls: The
Dark Story of America’s Shining
Women” for tales of the women
who used radium paint to
create glow-in-the dark watch
faces and whose skeletons are
allegedly still glowing .in their
caskets from the exposure to
the element.)

And while, yes, French
dancer Isadora Duncan was
killed in 1927 in a spectacularly
gruesome manner when her
long scarf caught in a wheel
of the convertible in which she
was riding, ending with her
being strangled, actress Darryl
Hannah’s long scarf caught
in an elevator in 2004, Wilson
said. The phenomena of deadly
clothing and accessories isn’t
going away.

Whooo loves to read?

Pocahontas County Naturalist James Conway visited the Laurens
for a Story Time recently, along with a few of his owl friends. We all Ie
Did you know that nine different types of owls live in Iowa? Or tha
Owls can be different colors in different seasons,
need? We learned all this and more,
bags. So I guess, technically,

material? Doctors report
super skinny jean wearers
are experiencing circulation
problems and dislocated knees.

Remember how arseanic
poisoned the poor folks who
were dying flowers in the 19th
century? Today’s fashions
are just as dangerous to the
people working in factories
in developing nations where
occupational safety standards
aren’t terribly stringent. Wilson
pointed to distressed jeans,
which get their signature

look by being sandblasted to |
thin the material. Workers in |

Vietnam and  Cambodia are
wielding  the
equipment without anything
to protect their lungs from the

silica they’re inhaling, Wilson |

said.

In a world in which knock-
off Crocs contain carcinogenic
materials, COrmn-rows and
hair extensions can cause
permanent bald spots and
Grecian Formula, that hair
color for men, still contains
lead products, what should
people do? Wilson advised her
listeners to just take care with
what they wear. Check labels,

sandblasting |

hosrens Sun tofaglq

arned so much!
t Great Horned
depending on the camouflage they
then made fun owl puppets out of paper lunch
now there are 10 types of owls that live in Iowal
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Come ‘have supper with us at the. Christian Church
tomerrew, Thursday, Oct. 24, Lorin “volunteered” toonceagain
smoke the pork for those delicious pulled pork sandwiches.
We'll also be serving coleslaw, and cheesy potatoes (donated by
The TeaPot cafél} topped off with pineapple upside-down cake
{donated by the Laurens Care Centerl) Yum! Money raised will

fund ongoing Library Foundation projects such as: programs
-for children and adults, conversion of VHS to DVD, New Baby

‘Packets, CD Audio Books, Preschool Outreach Tubs and the

. Kids Summer Readmg supplies and programs. We also have

a few new things in the works, including; educational and art
classes, book benches for Music Garden, 2 cupboard near the

- Circulation Desk, enhance our Puppet Collecnon and a new

PA system. | hope you can join the fun of the supper, but if

' . you can’t, please cunsxder supportlng the lerary Forundatmn

pto_]ectsl
When we received & donahon in memory of Mark Kylc. it

seemed Jjust right to me to purchase Christmas books, since
“he was Laurens’s Santa for so many years. This week large
- print versions of Christmas Boutigue by Jennifer Chiaverini
~and Christmas at Roue l-toykln: Eweeuhop by Jenny

Colgen were delivered.
Other new novels we. have received Include: m na

' Blue Moon by Christina Lauren, Deserter by Nelson Debilie,
: and | Night Fire by | Michael Connelly. In nonﬁch.on we received .




YES! | am interested
in being a
Library Supporter!
Your gift will enable
the Laurens Public Library

to continue its tradition of
excellence

Gift Enclosed $

Please make checks payable to:
Laurens Public Library
Foundation, Inc .

273 North Third Street
Laurens, IA 50554

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Donations provide additional
services, they do not replace tax
dollars normally provided for the

operation of the library.

NeTl B ST

LAURENS
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

The mission of the
Laurens Public
Library Foundation
is to benefit the community
by raising, managing and
distributing funds
to enhance the services and
collections of the library,
and to increase public
awareness of library
needs and services.

Fundraiser Supper
5-7 pm Thursday,
OCTOBER 24
First Christian Church

MENU: Pulled Pork Sandwich, Goleslaw,
Cheesy Potatoes, & Pineapple Upside-Down Cake
ok s

A e Doond raiser Seeppa-

S

Laurens
_ Public
Library

: " Foundation

[o[a3

PROJECT
LIST
CURRENT

Educational and Art
Classes

Book benches for Music
Garden

Cupboard near the
Circulation Desk
Enhance Puppet
Collection

New PA System

ONGOING

Special Interest
Programs

Programs for Children
and Adults

Memorial Books
Convert VHS to DVD
Books for New Baby
Packets

CD Audio Books
Preschool Outreach
Baskets

Kids Summer Reading
Supplies and Program

RECENT
Music Garden in City Park
— featuring oversize
outdoor musical
instruments
Digitize Laurens Sun 2015-
2018
Outdoor Charging Station
Replace Projector
Replace Stack Chairs
Automatic Doors for
Bathrooms

DREAM

Stained Glass Window or
Windows

BOARD MEMBERS

Jan Hersom, President

Julie Wurr, Vice-President
Connie Dallenbach, Secretary
Pat Boughey, Treasurer
Dorothy Lamberti

Eric Price

Dwi‘ght Van Genderen

Q@ The Papes

LAURENS
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
FOUNDATION

The mission of the
Laurens Public Library Foundation
is to benefit the community by raising,
managing and distributing funds
to enhance the services ahd
collections of the library,
and to increase public awareness

of I)'brary needs and services.
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 Thanks for your support of'the Laurens berary Foundatmn
Fundraiser! Because of your generosity, we will be able to
provide many great services and programsto our community.
Money raised will fund ongoing Library: Foundation pro_]ects
such as: programs for children and adults, conversicn of
“VHS to DVD, New Baby Packets, CD Audio Books, Preschool
Outreach Tubs and the Kids Summer Readlng supplies
and programs. We also have a few new things in the works,
including; educational and:art classes, book benches for the
Music Garden, a cupboard near theé Circulation Desk, enharice
our Puppet Collection and a new PA system.

We are having a coloring contest! The Pocahontas Record-:
Democrat/Laurens Sun donated four tickets for Disney on Ice
at Wells Fargo Arena in-Des Moines Nov. 27 to Dec. 1. We
decided the perfect Disney picture to use was one of Belle in .
the Beast’s library. Are you as enchanted by that movie library.
as much as I am?! Stop at the library and pick up a picture,
or print it off from our Facebook post and get coloring! Turn it -
in to the library by Nov. 4. All ages are welcome to enter this
contest, but you do have to reveal your age on your entryl

The next program. on out. calendar (also sponsored, of
course, by the Laurens Public Library Foundation!) is the
evening of Wednesday, Nov: 6; when Story Teller Darrin
Crow will brmg us Coal Car Riggs and Little Eva — The Great
Depression in Iowa. His website describes it this way, “Th_\s.
first person story weaves together the lives of Coal Car Riggs,
a hobo and the young farm girl Eva Killen as each struggles to
suryive. Along the way they will cross paths with Grant Wood,
Jeff Davis the Hobo King, and the Million Dellar Mulligan.”
Iowa librarians are giving this story teller rave reviews, so p]an
to join usl

New novels:we have recelved include; Biue Moon by Lee
Child and Wyoming Heart by Diana Palmer; In nonfiction, we:
received The Beautiful Ones, which is an autoblography by
Prince, with annotations for context. ;

Halloween night the library will agam be filled with maglcl
It wilt be fun for all ages at 7.0 clock, when Trick or Treating is
done. This year we will host magician Toby KID Kisuenberg. His:
show is billed as “45 minutes of weirdness, silly antics, magic,
stories & audience pa_rt.tcxpatmn . This sounds like a perfect |
fit for our libraryt Come enjoy the show with us and see if you
can figure out how he does his magic tricks. This program is
sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundatlon

COMING EVENTS
Halloween Magiclan — 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 31
Story Teller Darrin Crow = 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov 6
Tot Time Every Monday at 10
Book Club 7 p.m:, 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6'30 p.m. 4th Tuecsday monthly
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the lst 3
Tuesday of the month )

Laurens

Public

At the Library The Popur

with Glenda Mulder
Dctober 30, 2019

[hanks for your support of the Laurens Library Foundation Fundraiser! Because

»f your generosity, we will be able to provide many great services and programs

o our community. Money raised will fund ongoing Library Foundation projects
uch as: programs for children and adults, conversion of VHS to DVD, New Baby
Yackets, CD Audio Books, Preschool Outreach Tubs and the Kids Summer Reading Au S é ﬁwi tz
upplies and programs. We also have a few new things in the works, including;

ducational and art classes, book benches for the Music Garden, a cupboard near ‘ aliiovel

he Circulation Desk, enhance our Puppet Collection and a new PA system. f

Halloween nighr the library will again be filled with magic! It will be fun for all
ges at 7 o’clock, when Trick or Treating is done. This year we will host magician
“oby KID Klauenberg. His show is billed as “45 minutes of weirdness, silly antics,
nagic, stories & audience participation.” This sounds like a perfect fit for our
ibrary! Come enjoy the show with us and see if you can figure out how he does his
nagic tricks. This program is sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundation.

The next program on our calendar (also sponsored, of course, by the Laurens
'ublic Library Foundation!) is the evening of Wednesday, November 6th, when
tory Teller Darrin Crow will bring us Coal Car Riggs and Little Eva — The Great
depression in lowa. His website describes it this way, “This first person story
seaves together the lives of Coal Car Riggs, a hobo and the young farm girl Eva
illen as each struggles to survive. Along the way they will cross paths with Grant
¥ood, Jeff Davis the Hobo King, and the Million Dollar Mulligan.” Iowa librarians
re giving this story teller rave reviews, so plan to join us!

New novels we have received include: Blue Moon by Lee Child and Wyoming
{eart by Diana Palmer. In nonfiction, we received 7he Beantiful Ones, which is an
utobiography by Prince, with annotations for context.

We are having a coloring contest! The Poky Record-Democrat/Laurens Sun
onated four tickets for Disney on Ice at Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines
lovember 27- December 1. We decided the perfect Disney picture to use was one
f Belle in the Beast's library. Are you as enchanted by that movie library as T am?!
top at the library and pick up a picture, or print it off from our Facebook post and
et coloring! Turn it in to the library by November 4th. All ages are welcome to
nter this contest, but you do have to reveal your age on your entry!

COMING EVENTS
* Halloween Magician — 7 p.m. Thursday, October 31
o Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, November 6
e Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
e Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
¢ Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
» Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

Please return
this book
by our
discussion

Monday
11/25/19
@ 7:00 pm

Library Foundation
Supper a Success!

There was a great turnout for the Laurens Public
_ibrary Foundation’s supper recently! Money raised
will fund ongoing Library Foundation projects such
1s: programs for children and adults, conversion

” &F il »f VHS to DVD, New Baby Packets, CD Audio
e 300ks, Preschool Outreach Tubs and the Kids
i summer Reading supplies and programs.

We also have a few new things in the works,
ncluding; educational and art classes, book
senches for Music Garden and a cupboard near
he Circulation Desk. We also plan to enhance our

>uppet Collection and get a new PA system.

vauu"cu\., L,Cw a C,cJ' Glenda ‘Mous
+ D" P\S Alrsent Jer M oose"
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November
Balke-IE-Guesddy

Tuesday, November 5th @ 6:30 pm

Sign-up to make a “Turkey”. Class size will be limited.
This is for adults. Children can participate if accompanied by an adult.

Laurens Public Library

BOOK 20

WHERE
ADVENTURESSS
BEGTY 7
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with Glenda Mulder
November 6, 2019

The next program on our calendar is tonight, November 6th! Story Teller
Dartin Crow will bring us Coal Car Riggs and Little Eva — The Great
Depression in Iowa. His website describes it this way, “This first person
story weaves together the lives of Coal Car Riggs, a hobo and the young
farm girl Eva Killen as each struggles to survive. Along the way they will
cross paths with Grant Wood, Jeff Davis the Hobo King, and the Million
Dollar Mulligan.” Towa librarians are giving this story teller rave reviews.
This program is possible because of your generous support of the Laurens
Public Library Foundation.

New books this week include quite a few nonfiction, so I'll tell you
about those first. We received: Janis: Her life and music by Holly George-
Warren, Home Work: a memoir of my Hollywood years by Julie Andrews,
Me: Elton John by, of course, Elton John, Jet Girl: My life in war, peace, and
the cockpit of the world's most lethal aircrafs, the FIA-18 Super Hornet by
Caroline Johnson and 7he Way I Heard It by Mike Rowe.

In fiction we received: Christmas Gathering by Anne Perry, Noel Streer
by Richard Paul Evans, Final Option by Clive Cussler, Kiss the Girls and
Make Them Cry by Mary Higgins Clark, lmaginary Friend by Stephen
Chbosky, Someone to Remember by Mary Balogh and All About Evie by one
of my favorite authors, Cathy Lamb.

We are all excited to be a part of the Pocahontas County STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) Festival that L-M is hosting
for all TK- 6th grade students in our County this Friday, November 8. We
will be reading (naturally!) the book How to Code a Sand Castle and doing
a fun coding activity that goes along with it.

COMING EVENTS _
* Story Teller Darrin Crow — 7:00 p.m.Wednesday, November 6 -
¢ Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
e Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
* Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist Tuesday of the month

Super supper fundraiser W 8

There was a great turmout for the Laurens Public
Library Foundation’s supper recently! Money raised
will fund ongoing Library Foundation projects such as:
programs for children and adults, conversion of VHS
to DVD, New Baby Packets, CD Audio Books, Preschool
Outreach Tubs and the Kids Summer Reading supplies
and programs. We also have a few mew things in the
works, including; educational and art classes, ‘book
benches for Music Garden, a cupboard near the
Circulation Desk, we also plan to emhance our Puppet
Collection and get a new PA system. Submitted photo.
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Great Depression Story Teller
Program at the Library

Story Teller Darrin Crow spun a great story of an Iowa hobo Coalcar
- Riggs’s life across our country during the Great Depression. Before he
began, he informed his audience that the facts in his story were all
true, but a few of them came from the lives of others. The audience
was enthralled and many stated how glad they were that they came to
the Laurens Public Library on this snowy evening!

Wizha& Ve Pogpes
W :

At the Library The Paper
with Glenda Mulder

November 13, 2019

What fun we had when Darrin Crow was here with his Depression era stories
| of an Towa hobo. Unfortunately, it was snowing and travel was not very safe.
We actually had pretty good attendance, considering. Even a few brave souls
from out of town! But if you missed him this time, don’t worry, the Library
Foundation has invited him back when he’s in our area again. It will be
interesting to see what hat he wears next time, he offers so many interesting
sounding programs!

The snow and icy roads the night of our story teller’s program is a reminder
to me that the season of people traveling to give programs at our library is
drawing to a close. So for now, we're making plans for next spring and summer.
I have a few ideas brewing for some local programming over the winter months,
but they aren’t quite ready to share yet.

This month our Book Club is reading Zhe Tattooist of Auschwitz by
Heather Morris. My review of this book is that it was both heart wrenching
and inspiring. If you haven't read it yet, put it on your list! Our catalog’s one
sentence description is, “A novel based on the true story of an Auschwitz-
Birkenau survivor traces the experiences of a Jewish Slovakian who uses his

Morris’s latest book Cilka’s Journey follows a Tattooist character’s life path and is
another good read. What a great discussion we are going to have! We have many
copies of this book, so come get one, and plan to join our discussion Monday,
November 25 at 7 p.m.

New books this week include Get a Life, Chloe Brown by Talia Hibbert,
A Minute to Midnight by David Baldacci, Nothing More Dangerous by Allen
Eskens, Tivisted Tiventy Six by Janet Evanovich, The Family Upstairs by Lisa
Jewell and Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern.

COMING EVENTS
 Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
» Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
« Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure food for his fellow prisoners.

D
olorand reiirm o
12ursns Public Ubrary
by Novemdar a1

S
Disney on Ice winner

Laurens Public Library’s winner of 4 tickets to
Disney on Ice is Kartia Markley! She did an awesome
job of coloring a picture of Belle in the Beast’s library.
The tickets are courtesy of The Record-Democrat and
Laurens Sun newspapers. Submitted photo.
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What fun we had when Darrin Crow was here with his
Depression era stories of an Iowa hobo. Unfortunately, it
was snowing and travel was nat very safe. We actually had a
pretty good attendance, considering. Even a few brave souls
from out of town! But if you missed him this time, don’t

~ worry, the Library Foundation has invited him back when
he’s in our area again. It will be interesting to. see what hat
he wears next time. He offers so many interesting sounding
programs! 5 : ¢ : e

The snow and icy roads the night of our story teller’s
program is a reminder to me that the season of people

| traveling to give programs at our library is drawing to a close.
So for now, we're making plans for next spring and sumumier.
1 have a few ideas brewing for some local programming over
the winter months, but they aren’t quite ready to share yet.

This month, our Book Club is reading The Tattooist
of Auschwitz by Heather Morris. My review of this book
is that it was both heart wrenching and inspiring. If you
haven’t read it yet, put it on your listl Our catalog’s one
sentence description is, “A novel based on the true story of
an Auschwitz-Birkenau survivor traces the experiences of a
Jewish Slovakian who uses his position as a concentration-
camp tattooist to secure food for his fellow prisoners. Morris’s

 latest book Cilka’s Journey follows a Tattooist character’s life
path and is another good read. What a great discussion we
are going to havel We have many copies of this book, so come .
get one, and plan to join our discussion Monday, November
25at:7pim. i, ! & 5

New books this week include: Get a Life, Chloe Brown
by Talia Hibbert, A Minute to Midnight by David Baldacci,
_Nothing More Dangerous by Allen Eskens, Twisted
Twenty Six by Janet Evanovich, The Family Upstairs by
Lisa Jewell, and Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern.

COMING EVENTS
¢ ¢ Tot Time Every Monday at 10
e Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
o Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
- - Tuesday of the month

IY with Glenda Mulder
i
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-~ The 2020 All Towa Reads selections were announced last
“week. The purpose of All fowa Reads, established in 2003-, is
to foster a sense of unity through reading. Some of our best .
. Book Club discussions have been about books on this list.
adult selection is The Mothers by Brit Bennet. -
I I Book Club will read it soonl The teen selection
- is Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett J. Krosoczka and the kids’ choice
is The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson. When the
s announced, I was proud we had 2 of the 3
titles. The Parker Inheritance is on its wa: il ;
all of them available. : ; = Wewm heee
- In nonfiction we received Warning by Anonymous, and
Three Days at the Brink: FDR’s DEr?Zg Gn;?lﬁle to Win
World War II by Bret Baier. Fiction selections include: Robert
B. Parker’s Angel Eyes by Ace Atkins, Confession Club by
Ehzabeth Berg, Criss Cross by James Patterson, Rise of the
Magicks by Nora Roberts, and Spy by Danielle Steel.

This month our Book Club is reading The Tattooist of
Auschwitz by Heather Morris. My review of this hook is that it
was boﬂ_l heart wrenching and inspiring. If you haven’t read it
yet, put it on your list| Our catalog’s one sentence description
is, ‘A. novel based on the true story of an Auschwitz-Birkenau
survivor traces the experiences of a Jewish Slovakian who
uses his position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure
food for his fellow prisoners. We have many copies of this -
book, so come get one, and plan to join our discussion
Monday, Nov. 25 at 7 p.m. ;

COMING EVENTS
Tot Time Every Monday at 10
Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday
ek S of the month .

At the Library Ther Popa
with Glenda Mulder

November 20, 2019

The 2020 All Iowa Reads selections
were announced last week. The
purpose of All Towa Reads,
established in' 2003, is to foster a
sense of unity through reading.
Some of our best Book Club
discussions have been about books
on this list. This year’s adult selection is 7he Mothers by Brit Bennet. 'm
sure our Book Club will read it soon! The teen selection is Hey, Kiddo by
Jarrett J. Krosoczka and the kids’ choice is 7be Parker Inberitance by Varian
Johnson. When the selection was announced, I was proud we had 2 of
the 3 titles. 7he Parker Inberitance is on its way, so we will have all of them
available.

In nonfiction we received Warning by Anonymous and 7hree Days at
the Brink: FDR's Daring Gamble to Win World War II by Bret Baier. Fiction
selections include: Robert B. Parker’s Angel Eyes by Ace Atkins, Confession
Club by Elizabeth Berg, Criss Cross by James Patterson, Rise of the Magicks
by Nora Roberts and Spy by Danielle Steel.

This month our Book Club is reading 7he Tattooist of Auschwitz
by Heather Morris. My review of this book is that it was both heart
wrenching and inspiring. If you haven't read it yet, put it on your list! Our
catalog’s one sentence description is, “A novel based on the true story of an
Auschwitz-Birkenau survivor traces the experiences of a Jewish Slovakian
who uses his position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure food for
his fellow prisoners." We have many copies of this book, so come get one,
and plan to join our discussion Monday, November 25 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
* Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
e Card Makine 6:30 o.m. 4th Tuesdav monthly




At the Library
" with Glenda Mulder
November 27, 2019

It should come as no surprise that the Library will be closed for Thanksgiving
weekend. We will close at our regular time, 8 p.m., on Wednesday evening. The
Library will then be closed until Monday morning — and it will be December!
Oh my, how is that even possible?!

Our new, improved outdoor book drop is OPEN! We never realized just how
much the drop was used until it was out of commission for a bit! Thank you all
so much for your patience. However, I do have to admit that I enjoyed seeing
some of you a bit more often during that time.

We've got a different Take it Tuesday evening planned for December. Lexi
Seuntjens of the Pocahontas County Towa State University Extension will lead
us in making “Gifts under $10”. The gifts we will be making are food mixes in
a jar. There is a fee of $5 for this program, to cover our expenses. Please
preregister and pay at the Library, so we know how many to plan for! This fun
program is scheduled for 6:30 pm on Tuesday, December 3rd. Hope you can
join us!

We have heard from L-M teachers that we have more Spanish speaking
members of our community than we have had in the past. Because of this, we
ordered a few children’s books that have the text in both Spanish and English.
Now I'm wondering if we should order some of our favorite kids’ books in
Spanish to be used in conjunction with our English versions. This is all new to
me, so if you have suggestions, please let us know!

In nonfiction we also received Triggered: how the Left thrives on hate and
wants to silence us by Donald Tramp Jr. and Mobituaries: Great lives worth
reliving by Mo Rocca.

COMING EVENTS
o Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
 Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
o Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
o Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
December 4, 2019 ’

Our new, improved outdoor book
drop is OPEN! We never realized
just how much the drop was used
until it was out of commission for

a bit! Thank you all so much for

your patience. However, I do have
to admit that I enjoyed seeing some
of you a bit more often during that
time. i

New fiction selections this week
include: Beating about the Bush by
M.C. Beaton, Tom Clancys Code of
Honor by Marc Cameron, Genesis by
Robin Cook, Andromeda Evolution (a
sequel to his 50 year old Andromeda
Strainl) and Just Watch Me by Jeffery
Lindsay. Also, Mitch Albom’s
nonfiction Finding Chika.

We have heard from L-M teachers
that we have more Spanish speaking

members of our community than we

have in the past. Because of this, we
ordered a few children’s books that
have the text in both Spanish and
English. Now I'm wondering if we
should order some of our favorite
kids’ books in Spanish to be used
in conjunction with our English
versions. This is all new to me, so if
you have suggestions, please let us
know!

Our Book Club December
selection is 7he Christmas Sisters by
Sarah Morgan. This book set was
purchased by Deb & Greg Hertz as
a Christmas present for Grace and

Don Hertz. Whar a great gift that we

can all enjoy! The description of the
book starts like this, “In the snowy
Highlands of Scotland, Suzanne
McBride is dreaming of the perfect
cozy Christmas. Her three adopted
daughters are coming home for

the holidays and she can’t wait to
see them. But tensions are running
high.” Oh, that sounds like a fun
Holiday read. Grab a copy and join
our discussion on Monday,
December 23 at 7 p.m.

COMING EVENTS
* Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
¢ Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of
the month
¢ Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th
Tuesday monthly

¢ Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist,
Tuesday of the month ;
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y , Dailey Kilmeade. » :
At tbe lerﬂry 19. The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Our Book Club December e - ; Q
with Glenda Mulder Jenoff selection is 7he Christmas Sisters by with Glenda Mulder

December 11, 2019

This time of year “Best of ” lists start
to come out, so I'm jumping on the
bandwagon. These are the highest
circulation adulr fiction titles in our
library in 2019.

1. Where the Crawdads Sing by
Delia Owens

2. The Wedding Guest by Jonathan
Kellerman

3. Edge of Evil by J.A. Jance

4. The Tattooist of Auschwitz by

20. Run Away by Harlan Coben
We've pulled our top fiction
books and they are on the table by
the circulation desk. Come pick up
one of our “Best of” books! Next

week I'll tell you about our top
nonfiction books.

We recently received a donation
of 5 DVD documentaries from the
WWII Foundation. Be sure to take a
look at them!

New fiction this week includes:

Find Me by André Aciman, The

Sarah Morgan. The description of the
book starts like this, “In the snowy
Highlands of Scotland, Suzanne
McBride is dreaming of the perfect
cozy Christmas. Her three adopted
daughters are coming home for

the holidays and she can’t wait to
see them. But tensions are running
high.” Oh, that sounds like a fun
Holiday read. Grab a copy and join
our discussion on Monday,
December 23 at 7 p.m.

library hours durmg the Holidays. We. hope to see ou'

We received a few new books this week, including: Swede'
Hollow by Ola Larsmo, The Wicked Redhead by Beatriz .
| Williams, ‘and The Andromeda Evolution (Fifty years after
-The Andromeda’Strain made Michael Crichton a househald

Heather Morris Lost Causes of Bleak Creek by Rh;:)tt COMING EVENTS ‘name the threat returns) by Michael Crichton. -

. Dreamers by Karen McLaughlin, Second Sleep by Robert e i : . Sign up now for our free January Take it Tuesday class!
i :”Jk ’ g i 2 d Under O ? ‘y Toe Tareie ExeeyMonslyar We will be painting wooden spoons to make a fun winter
Tiiompson Wa cc i Haj:lls’ o nI l c;up e 10 a.m. decoration. Jan. 7 will be here before you know it, S0 signup |

6. The Ideal Bride by Stephanie by Alan Furst. In nonfiction, we Book Club 7 4th niow so we can have plenty supplies for everyonel
. p.m., 4t
i Fun Facts: The Laurens ‘Public Library.currently. has
e : e am Howtm% nd Ssguliams Monday of the month 1,406 active library patrons. We are on track to circulate just
7. All We Ever Wanted by Emily Avengers: The Texas Victory that R Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th over 39,000 items this year. This mieans our-average library
Giffin Changed American History by Brian A el cnoithil patron will check out 28 things from our library this year. If v
; y Y _that average patron had purchased these items (Pl'tound the
8. The Library of Lost and Found by . Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the ‘average cost to $20) they would have spent $560! If you are-
Phaedra Patrick T p Lst Tuesday of the month an above average libraty user, you saved even morel
9. Triple Jeopardy by Anne Perry Ne Poper y

COMING EVERTS ;
; . . Tot Time Evary Mondny at 10 S
Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month .
' Card Making 6:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
‘l‘ake it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the lst Tnesdn.y o
: Gt of the month :

10. The 13 Minute Murders by
James Patterson

11. The Lost Man by Jane Harper

12. My Very Best Friend by Cathy
Lamb

13. No Place I'd Rather Be by Cathy
Lamb

14. The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek by Kim Michele Richardson

15. The Immortalists by Chloe
Benjamin

16. Redemption by David Baldacci

17. Connections in Death by ].D. i ‘
Robb £ ing on the bandwagon We've pulled our top bor ks of the
. rear and they are on the table by the circulation desk. Comi
18. Its a Christmas Thing by Janet pick up one of our “Best of® hooks| These are the hig :
cuculatwn adult fiction titles in our library in 2019,
L. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
2. - The Wedding Guest by Jonathan Kellerman
- ‘Edge of Evil by J.A. Jance = :
. The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Moms e
" The Dreamers by Karen Thompson Walker ;
- The Ideal Bride by Stephanie Laurens
All We Ever Wanted by Emily Gifin =~
‘The Library of Lost and Found by Phaedra Patnck
9. Triple Jeopardy by Anne Perry =~ :
'10. ‘The 13 Minute Murders by James Patterson £
. And heres the top 10 nonfiction tltles at-Laurens:Public
berazy'

At the Library The Pope

with Glenda Mulder
December 18, 2019

We've pulled our top books of the year and they are on the table by the circulation desk. Come pick up one of our “Best of” books! Last
weelc I told you about our top fiction titles for the year. Here’s the list of our top nonfiction titles.

L. Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up by Kondo 6. Elderhood by Aronson

2. Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning by Magnussen 7. Girl, Stop Apologizing by Hollis

3. Inside the White House by Kessler 8. Girl, Wash Your Face by Hollis

4. Storm Lake by Cullen 9. American Spirit by Kyle

5. Women Rowing North by Pipher 10. Code Girls by Mundy

Our crafty staff has made a table for any of our patrons to stop by and make Christmas cards. They've put out stampers embossers,

punches, paper, die cuts and so much more! Stop and be creative!

Our Book Club December selection is 7he Christmas Sisters by Sarah Morgan. The description of the book starts like this, “In the
snowy Highlands of Scotland, Suzanne McBride is dreaming of the perfect cozy Christmas. Her three adopted daughters are coming
home for the holidays and she can’t wait to see them. But tensions are running high.” Oh, that sounds like a fun Holiday read. Grab a
copy and join our discussion Monday, December 23 at 7 p.m.

Stop in soon to stock up on library materials for the holidays for you and your visitors. We will be closed Christmas Eve and Day, as
L ife Changmg Magic of Tidying Up by Kon e well as New Year’s Eve & Day. We will be open regular hours the rest of both holiday weeks!

; Gentle Art’ of Swedish Beath Cleaning by
vMagnussen :

Inside the White Houe by Kessler = w
4 . Storm Lake by Cullen - i * Tot Time Every Monday at 10 a.m.
5. Women Rowing North by P'Phef ° Book Club 7 p.m., 4th Monday of the month
.6. . Elderhood by Aronson o Card Makine 6:30 4ch Tuesd chi
7. Girl, Stop Apologizing by Hollis - ar ng 6:30 p.m. uesday monchly
8.  Girl, Wash Your Face by Hollis e Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the 1st Tuesday of the month

9. .- American Spirit by Kyle
-10." Code Girls by Mundy. - ;
. Werecently received a donation of five: DVD documentanes
from the WWII Foundation. Be sure to take a look at them!

. Qur crafty staff has made a table for any of our patrons to.
-stop by and make Christmas cards. They’ve put out stampers,
embossers, punches, papm; die cuts and S0 much morel Stop
and be creativel : 3

Our Book Club. December selechon

“ Sisters by Sarah Morgan The description of the book starts
‘Hike this, “In thé snowy Highlands of Scotland, Suzanne
McBride is dreammg of the perfect cozy Christmas. Her three
adopted daughters are coming home for the holidays and she
_can’t wait to see them. But tensions are runmnglugh " Oh;:
that sounds like a fun Hohday read. Grab .copy and Jom our
. dlscussxon Monday, Dec 23 at 7 pm. s

COMING EVER'[‘S
. Tot Time Every Monday at 10a.m.
: Book Club 7.p.m., 4th Monday of the month
Card Making 6.30 p.m. 4th Tuesday monthly
. Take it Tuesday 6:30 p.m. the Ist
: Tuesday of the month
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