At the Library
with Glenda Mulder

Happy New Year! Were wishing you all the
best for 2012! If we can help you gather more
information to help you follow up with your
resolutions, just let us know!

I haven’t told you about new materials for
awhile, so here goes! New fiction includes:
Devil is Waiting by Jack Higgins, 77 Shadow
Street by Dean Koontz, Hunter by John
Deadline by Fern Michaels, Breakdown by Sara Paratsky, and Sleepwalker by
Karen Robards. New nonfiction includes: Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle Lemmon
and The Book Whisperer by Donalyn Miller.

New DVDs include: One Day, The Smurfs, Sarah's Key, Rise of the Planet of the Apes,
Kung Fu Panda 2, Cowboys and Aliens, Mr. Popper's Penguins, The Help and Dolphin Tale.
Have you been over to check out the Pocahontas County Conservation’s Tallgrass
Prairie display at their Nature Center? If not, don't worry, they’re bringing it to us! The

Naturalist will bring some items for a display when she comes for our Prairic Wacky
Wednesday on January 11th. She will leave these items at our library until the next
Monday when she will present a program “Our Prairie Heritage” that’s geared more to
adults. Join us Monday, January 16th at 7 p.m. for this informative program.

Our January book of choice is Rocket Boys, a memoir by Homer H. Hickam, Jr. Our
§ library catalog describes this book like this: The author traces the boyhood enthusiasm for
rockets that eventually led to a career at NASA, describing how he built model rockets in
the family garage in West Virginia, inspired by the launch of the Soviet satellite "Sputnik.”
The movie “October Sky” was based on this book. Naturally, I haven’t started it yet, but I
look forward to reading it! Join us at 7 p.m. Monday, January 23rd for our discussion.

Lescroat,

Upcoming Events
January 16 @ 7 p.m. ~Our Prairie Heritage by Pocahontas County Conservation

January 31 @ 7 p.m. ~ Sister City Visit to Laurens, France by Kelly Van Sickle & Ashley
Dvorak

Stop at the Library ¢ Check it Out!
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The Poper
This January
[ seem to be
especially
enjoying
reflecting on
the past year.
I think that shows 201 1was a lot
of fun! Well, earlier I shared my
favorite things of 2011; this week
I'll let you know some of the things
most popular with our patrons. The
area we get the most circulations is
adult fiction. The top books were:

1. Room: A Novel by Emma
Donaghue

2. Family Affair by Debbie
Macomber

3. Damage by John Lescroat

4. Safe Haven by Nicholas Sparks

5. Strategic Moves by Stuart Woods

6. Bent Road by Lori Roy

7. Buried Prey by John Sanford

8. Cutting for Stone by Abraham
Verghese

9. Night Road by Kristin Hannah

10. The Sherlockian by Graham
Moore

There were three standouts in
adult nonfiction: “Unbroken: a
WWII story of survival, resilience, and
redemption” by Laura Hillenbrand, “4
Stolen Life: a memoir” by Jaycee Lee
Dugard and “Heaven is for Real: a
little boys astounding story of his trip to
heaven and back” by Todd Burpo.
Another popular section is DVDs.

Remember you can check them out

N

for 2 weeks — for free! Here are the
top titles of 2011:
1. 16 wishes
2. Aliens in the Attic
3. Marmaduke
4. Grown Ups _
5. Knight and Day
6. Secretariat
7. Dear John
8. Despicable Me
9. Megamind
10. The A-Team
A few of the top kids picture

book titles surprised me. Some
are new titles, but a couple are old
favorites. Here’s the list:

1. Grumpy Cat by Britta
Teckentrup

2. Rattletrap Car by Phyllis Root (a
personal favorite!)

3. Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan
Thomas

4. Silverlicious by Victoria Kann

5. Fancy Nancy Splendiferous
Christmas by Jane O'Connor

6. Swim! Swim! by James Proimos

7. A Flock of Shoes by Sarah Tsiang

8. Goodnight, Little Monster by
Helen Ketteman

9. Millie Waits for the Mail by
Alexander Steffensmeier

10. Press Here by Hervé Tullet

OK, that’s enough reflecting on
the past! Onwards in 2012 — let’s
make it another great year at the
Laurens Public Library!
Join us Monday, January 16th at

7 p-m. for “Our Prairie Heritage”,
The Pocahontas County Naturalist,
Corinne Peterson will share a few
artifacts from the current exhibit
at the Nature Center, tell of an
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Pocahontas County Conservation
presents

Our Prairie Heritage
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Pocahontas County Naturalist Corinne B
Peterson recently presented “Our Prairie
Heritage” at the Laurens Public Library.
She is shown sharing some early Native
American artifacts and animal pelts.

In addition, we saw pictures of the
Prairie display currently at the County
Conservation Office.
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Learning about the lay of the land Lawrens Son (2512
Pocahontas County Naturalist Corinne Peterson presented “Our Prairie Heritage” at the Laurens Public

Library. She is shown sharing some early Native American artifacts and pelts. In addition, she had pictures
of the Prairie display currently at the County Conservation Office. Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.




Krentz, Jaguar by T. Jefferson Parker,
Gideon’s Corpse by Douglas Preston,
Private: #1 Suspect by James Patterson,
Love in a Nutshell by Janet Evanovich,
and Retribution by Val McDermid. In
nonfiction we received the All Iowa Read
selection, Strength in What Remains by
Tracy Kidder.

OK, so I really need to get busy
reading our January book of choice! It
is Rocket Boys; a memoir by Homer H.
Hickam, Jr. So far I've really enjoyed
this coming of age book about growing
up in a West Virginia mining town
in the 60’s. The reviews tell me he
grows up and has a career at NASA,
but honestly I'm not far enough in it to
know! But I have enjoyed what I've read.
Maybe I should cheat and just watch the
movie “October Sky” which was based on
this book. Nah, I better
not! We'll meet at 7 p.m.
Monday, January 23rd for
our discussion.

Also mark your
calendars now and plan
to attend our paranormal
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The Poper
e have a program of local interest
ming up on Tuesday, January 31st at
p.m. Ashley Dvorak was Laurens,
wa’s recent student ambassador to
aurens, France. Ashley will show
hotos and souvenirs, and will also
are stories from her fall trip to our
ister City. Members of the Sister City
ommission will serve French-style
efreshments after the program.
We've had a lot of fun with the Prairie
eritage display from the Pocahontas
ounty Conservation. For our Wacky
ednesday, they brought over furs from
imals native to our local prairies and
ther artifacts so the kids could have
ands-on experiences. (I have a fun
necdote from our prairie story time. I
ad been working with a different group
f kids, but walked over as the Naturalist
as passing around prairie artifacts. I

sked a girl what she was holding. She

1T Ll i presentation Thursday
ooked up at me and said, “I think it’s - Sl
bubble pipe.” LOL! Actually, it was evening February 23rd!
Peace Pipe. Pretty cool that the only .
ind of pipes these kids know about QW«.SSNS%. Events

January 31 @ 7 p.m.
~ Sister City Visit to
Laurens, France by Ashle

Toém bubbles, isn’t it?) We enjoyed
these things for a few more days because
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We have a program of local interest coming up on Tuesday, January 31st
) 7 pm. Ashley Dvorak was Laurens, Iowa’s recent student ambassador
o Laurens France. Ashley will show photos and souvenirs, and will also
hare stories from her fall trip to our Sister City. Members of the Sister City
Commission will serve French style refreshments after the program.
_ We've had a lot of fun with the Prairie Heritage display from the Pocahontas
County Conservation. For our Wacky Wednesday they brought over furs

m animals native to our local prairies and other artifacts so the kids could

ve hands on experiences. (I have a fun anecdote from our prairie story
me. I'had been working with a different group of kids, but walked over as

e Naturalist was passing around prairie artifacts. I asked a girl what she was
olding. She looked up at me and said, I think it’s a bubble pipe.”. LOL!
Actually it was a Peace Pipe. Pretty cool that the only kind of pipes these kids
now about blows bubbles, isn’t it?) We enjoyed these things for a few more
ys because they left them for us to enjoy until the Monday night Prairie
leritage Program. Actually I think the aduits were almost as interested in
nem as the kids. .
- Here’s what’s new at the Library lately: In DVDs I Don ¥ Know How She
oes It, Marley & Me: The Puppy Years, Midnight in Paris, and American
raffiri. If you're in the mood for a new novel, try one of these: Need You
» by James Grippando, One Perfect Shot by Steven Havill, The Talk Show
urders by Al Roket, Believing the Lie by Elizabeth George, Copper Beach
Jayne Ann Krentz, Jaguar by T. Jefferson Parker, Gideon's Corpse by
uglas Preston, Private: #1 Suspect by James Patterson, Love in a Nuishell
y Janet Evanovich, and Retribution by Val McDermid. In nonfiction we
ceived the All lowa Read selection, Strength in What Remains by Tracy
idder.
OK, 50 1 really need to get busy reading our January book of choice! It is
ocket Boys; a memoir by Homer H. Hickam, Jr. So far I've really enjoyed
lis coming of age book about growing up in a West Virginia mining town
the 60s. The reviews tell me he grows up and has a career at NASA, but
mestly I’m not far enough in it to know! But I have enjoyed what I've read.
aybe I should cheat and just watch the movie “October Sky” which was

ed on this book. Nah, I better not! We’ll meet at 7 pm Monday, January
rd for our discussion.

Also mark your calendars now and plan to attend our paranormal

esentation Thursday evening February 23rd!

Upcoming Events

January 31 @ 7 pm ~ Sister City Visit to Laurens, France by Ashley
§

vorak with Kelly Van Sickle

February 23 @ 7 pm ~ Visiting the Beyond: Paranormal Presentation by
Strutz of Paranormal Generation

top at the library and check it out!

ogram. I'd like to bribe
nice glass of French

ontas County Founda-
in 2007. Also included

stay tuned and be ready
1€ interesting and fun oppor- out!
at the Library!

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
January 25, 2012
Join us next Tuesday, January 31st
a7 p.m. and be transported to
France! Ok, so we don’t physically
get to travel there, but we can live
vicariously through those who
have. Ashley Dvorak was Laurens,
Iowa’s recent student ambassador to
Laurens, France. Ashley will show
photos and souvenirs, and will also
share stories from her fall trip to our
Sister City. Members of the Sister
City Commission will serve French-
style refreshments after the program.
I'd like to bribe you with a nice glass
of French wine, but unfortunately,
that’s against the Library’s by-laws.
This week we get to go to
Pocahontas to accept a grant
from the Pocahontas County
Foundation. This grant will make
it possible to provide our patrons
more educational and cultural
programming. Our goal is to have
at least one adult program every
month. To make these presentations
easier, included in this grant are
funds to purchase a presentation
cart and a laptop computer to use
with the multimedia projector we

this book 13 ¢

town,

stories from her fall |
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was Laurens, spends the night crisscrossing their

_ m, listening to Hannah’s voice
recounting the events
and souvenirs, and her death. This book )
great discussion when we meet o

1will  There’s a new program on our
Library schedule. Connie Dallen-
bach will present Little House on
the Prairie on March 6th. She will

rtunately, that’s share Laura Ingalls Wilder’s stories
’s by-laws. from the books we read as children.
e get to go to Poca-  Reading these books really sparked

a grant from the my imagination as a young girl and
: I’'m looking forward to revisiting

Upcoming Events

January 31 @ 7 pm ~ Sister City
‘Visit to Laurens, France by Ashley
Dvorak with Kelly Van Sickle

February 23 @ 7 pm Visiting
the Beyond: Paranormal Presenta-
tion by Curt Strutz of Paranormal
February 27 Book Club “13

March 6 @ 7 pm Little House on
to pay for pro- the Prairie by Connie Dallenbach
. Stop at the library and check it '

to Clay after a high school classmate
commits suicide. He spends the night
crisscrossing their town, listening to
Hannah's voice recounting the events
leading up to her death. This book
will make a great discussion when we
meet on February 27th!

There’s a new program on our
Library schedule. Connie Dallenbach
will present Little House on the
Prairie on March 6th. She will
share Laura Ingalls Wilder’s stories
from the books we read as children.
Reading these books really sparked
my imagination as a young girl and
I'm looking forward to revisiting
them!

Upcoming Events
January 31 @ 7 p.m.

~ Sister City Visit to
Laurens, France by
Ashley Dvorak with
Kelly Van Sickle
February 23 @ 7 p.m.

~ Visiting the Beyond:
Paranormal Presentation
by Curt Strutz of
Paranormal Generation
February 27 Book Club
“13 Reasons Why”
March 6 @ 7 p.m. ~
Little House on the
Prairie by Connie
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Supervisors hear county libraries report
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By Robert Fisher

Glenda Mulder of the Laurens Public
Library presented the Pocahontas
County Board of Supervisors with an
annual update for county libraries at the
Jan. 17 Board meeting.

“We appreciate the steady increases
to the county libraries from the Board,
especially when our state funds have
been cut by 25 percent over the last five
years,” related Mulder.

It was noted that county funding for
public libraries had increased from 14
percent to 19 percent of the libraries’
total budgets.

“During the last five years the
county’s total circulation has risen by
over nine percent,” Mulder informed.
She continued, “Libraries tend to see
in increase in use in a poor economy.”
Five years ago the total circulation for
the county’s public libraries was 89,463
pieces of material checked out. In 2010,
the number had risen to 96,803.

There are eight libraries in the county
that are open a total of 9,516 hours
annually.

It was noted that among the eight
county libraries there are nearly, 100,000
items that are available for check out.
Mulder also informed the board that
there had been 5,885 pieces additional
pieces added this year.

“The monies provided by the county
have pretty much paid for all of the new
materials for each library,” imparted
Mulder.

She also informed the Board that there
had been a total of 8,668 total patrons
that had attended library presented
programs over the last year.

She then thanked the Board of
Supervisors for all of their dedicated
work to the libraries in the past and of
the excitement of working with them in
the future.

Following the annual report of county
libraries each librarian provided an
update of their community’s library.

Mulder informed the board that
the Laurens Public Library is going
through a digitization of papers and
materials. The library is also now
utilizing the WILBOR digital service for
downloadable books.

Lola DeWall of the Pocahontas
Library informed the Board that they
are also fully utilizing the WILBOR
service. “We are seeing quite a trend
with patrons bringing in digital readers
(Nook and Kindle) to have materials put
on them. It is a learning experience for
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all of us,” she informed.

She also informed the Board that
this is the 80th year of service for the
Pocahontas Public Library. “We will b&
doing special things for the anniversary
over the next year.”

She informed the Supervisors that
there are currently over 19,000 books
available for check out. It was noted that
there were over 5,000 materials checked
out from rural patrons as well. This
figure equates to roughly ‘one-fifth of the
library’s total annual circulation.

We provide many services and offer
an online catalogue,” concluded DeWall.

Fonda Public Library Director Carla
Pitstick provided an update for the
City of Fonda’s library. She noted that
the library has also begun using the
WILBOR services.

She noted that over the last few years
the library has been inexpensively re-
decorated. “We made the place into
more of a comfy area,” she recalled. She
concluded, “We have been complimented
often on our use of limited space.”

Darla Johnson spoke on behalf of the
Plover Public Library. She noted that
the monies received from the County
Board of Supervisors is used towards
the purchase of buying new books and
DVD:s for the library.

“We are also working to increase our
childrens’ programing,” she informed.
She also mentioned that the Plover
library had hosted a successful wine
tasting, and is in the works of putting
together a coffee tasting, as well as other
adult programming.

Lana Lewis spoke on behalf of the
Gilmore City Public Library. “We have
updated our computers and have added
more. We are working on doing more
area programing, and have placed more
attention on adolescent programming,”
she informed.

Ramona Miller presented the update
for the Palmer Public Library. “We
are looking forward to continuing our
children and young adult programing,”
she related. She added that the Palmer
library is in the works of getting a
teenage program going. She informed
the Board that the library is looking to
get it’s services automated as other area
libraries have done.

Gloria Gunderson provided the
update for the Rolfe Public Library. She
informed the Board that the “Coffee
Hour” presentations are still a big hit
as well as the book discussions that are
offered.
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“We are planning on hosting a water
color class for both adults and children,”
she related. She continued, “We also
have an after school program where kids
read to adults.”

Gunderson also informed the Board
that the Rolfe library has received a
movie licensure to be able to show
movies to patrons.

“We stretch this money as far as we
can,” related Gunderson.

Chairman Paul Beneke related, “You
all do really well for our communities.”

The Board was also informed that
there are many more people using the
workforce development portals offered
through the public libraries.

Following these reports, Supervisor
Jack DeWolf voiced concerns of no
reports submitted from the Havelock
Public Library.

“I am concerned when these reports
aren’t filed so that we may know where
this money is spent.” He added, “I find
it hard to justify to the taxpayers to fund
this library if we are unsure of where this
funding goes.”

County Engineer Jack Moellering
updated the Board on the closure of a
bridge located in Cedar Township. “Not
a whole lot of this bridge is a keeper. A
temporary fix is not worth the effort that
will be needed to maintain it. We won’t
get that much additional time from a
quick fix,” he replied. “I doubt that it is
repairable, at least not for a reasonable
amount of money.”

It was noted to the board that other
options would be looked into further.

The board has also re-examined the
early retirement agreement presented in
early December of 2011.

Supervisor Ed Dewey noted that this
agreement is a good option, which will,
in-turn save the county money.

The proposed plan would allow
early retiring county employees to
use accumulated vacation to pay
for insurance. The issue discussed
was whether there would also be an
administrative fee for services provided.

“This plan would be similar to the
existing county flex-plan,” related
Dewey.

County Assessor Brian DeWall, also
in attendance, informed the Board, “This
agreement would be a win/win for both
the county and its employees.

Supervisor Louis Stauter related, “If
this is going to save the taxpayers and
county money, it’s worth looking into.”

County Auditor Margene Bunda
noted that vacation tome does not pay
FICA, IPERS, or insurance, but rather
that it would be deposited into an
insurance account.

The vacation program is more
commonly used in schools and cities, but
had been presented to the Supervisors
for approval.

Following much discussion, the
Board had approved the early retirement
agreement with no administrative fee.

Pocahontas  County  Economic
Development Director Tom Grau
presented the Board with a revised
copy of the 2012-15 strategic plan
of the Pocahontas County Economic
Development Commission (PCEDC).

Grau informed the Board that Rand
Fisher of Iowa Area Development Group
worked with PCEDC and compiled the
strategic plan at no cost.

“Every community has a
representative that worked together
ending in the culmination of a four-
point strategic plan that will be used to

inform the public and sponsors, advance
the mission, and strengthen the PCEDC
organization,” related Grau. “We took a
look at where we are at, what we need to
do, and where we need to go.”

The first point of the strategic plan is
to support existing business and industry.

“We need to initiate a formal business
and industry call program, leverage
and support the Pocahontas County
Leadership Development Program,
and expand the scope and efforts of

.the Housing Corporation of Northwest

Iowa,” Grau informed.

It is the plan of PCEDC to work with
businesses, industries, and organizations
to identify opportunities and address
challenges. Business succession and
transfer, new investment and job creation
are top priorities.

“This is one thing to say, another how
to do through action,” he stated.

“Secondly, we need to identify
and prepare for new economic
opportunities,” B

It will be the focus of the PCEDC to
create a county value-added agriculture
plan, support county tourism and
marketing efforts, and market and utilize
the Pocahontas County Revolving Loan
Fund.

“We need to identify and prepare for
new economic opportunities,” informed
Grau.

The third point of the strategy plan
state puts an emphasis on the need
to  enhance community and county
attractiveness and quality of life.

“We need to host education events,
forums, and seminars. We need to initiate
Keep lowa Beautiful relationships, and
also need to help Pocahontas County
communities with special projects,”
Grau informed. He added, “We are
turning a corner and seeing many young
people come back to the area.”

It was also noted that area community
colleges would be willing to come to
the county to do community-specific
training if there was a great enough
interest.

The fourth point of the strategic plan
was to look to strengthen the future
success of the commission.

“We need to focus on getting the
PCEDC web site launched, expand
PCEDC Board participation, and partner
with the Pocahontas County Community
Foundation,” Grau imparted.

A complete copy of the PCEDC
Strategic Plan can be reviewed by
stopping in the PCEDC office in
Pocahontas or by contacting one of the
board members.

The Board of Supervisors have
approved the County Treasurer’s
Quarterly Investment Report, Statement
of Condition, as well as the Semi-annual
Report. Quarterly reports of the offices
of the Auditor, Recorder, Sheriff, and
Clerk of Courts were also approved.

The Board has also accepted the
resignation of Jane McCormick from
the UDMO board. In doing so they
wished to thank her for her many years
of service

The County Supervisors have
also approved the signing of a 28-E
agreement that would allow them to
choose which service area they wish to
join for mental health services. Without
this agreement signed, the state would
be allowed to make the decision.

The Pocahontas County Board of
Supervisors meets regularly every
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m., in the boardroom
of the courthouse.
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L-M senior Ashley Dvorak is informing a packed house a

By Niki Whitney

“Breakfast over Ireland, lunch in
Amsterdam, dinner in France. How
can you beat that?” This was Ashley
Dvorak’s Facebook status after her
first day of her week-long trip to
the Sister City of Laurens; Laurens,
France. In September, Dvorak
traveled across the pond for a week
through the Sister City Commission.
Laurens, France is of comparable
size to our Laurens. Though, there
isn’t a grocery  store in town.
Residents need to drive a half hour
to get to a big grocery store, but they
do have smaller shops, such as a
bakery, cheese store and an outdoor
market.

Ashley Dvorak is currently a
senior at the Laurens-Marathon
Schools. At the beginning of the last
year, the Sister City Commission of
Laurens was looking for a Student
Ambassador to travel to France for a
week. For the student to apply, they
had to write a 500-word essay, and
have written personal references.
Once she heard that she was
accepted as the Student Ambassador,
she applied for a passport and started
saving all of her money for spending
and to buy new clothes because, “A
girl’s gotta have new clothes for a
new country.”

The day

of her departure,

Ashley Dvorak
Talks About Trip

The country changed, but the name stayed
the same as L-M senior visits Sister City

her Mom and Dad drove her to
Minneapolis, Minn., to meet up
with Kelly VanSickle who would
be accompanying her on the trip.
Dvorak said that VanSickle was
a great help through the entire
experience.

This was her first plane ride,
and a long one at that. She flew
out of Minneapolis and landed in
Amsterdam. Dvorak was hoping
to not have someone sitting next to
her on the trip and be able to take
advantage of the window seat, but
she did have a nice girl sitting next
to her in the window seat. She was
told before she left to sleep while
flying over the ocean as there is
not much to see, but she wasn’t
able to fall asleep as she was a little
nervous and cramped on the seat.
So she spent the time watching a
movies. They eventually landed in
Amsterdam, and took a “puddle-
jumper” to Toulouse, France.

She was picked up in a car by
Marie Claude, who drove her and
VanSickle to Laurens. On the car
1-de, which was in a very small car,
she noticed that the roads are very
narrow and gas was very expensive.
At some stations it was close to
$5.00 per gallon (once converted
from Euros to American dollars.)

She remembers her first lunch in

£ { |

t the Laurens library about her trip to the sister
city of Laurens, France, on Jan. 30. After a long flight, Dvorak was treated to beautiful beaches, warm hos-
~ pitality, and world-class food, as well as a short stint in a French school. Photo by Whitney Photography.

France very well because it was
the last time she was hungry the
whole time she was there; people
just kept giving her more and more
food. The first meal was in a town
she didn’t remember the name of
because they sped through town
with Claude being a fast driver.
Her lunch was a roast duck, but
served cold. Even though she was
full from that, Claude ordered
her a stew served with duck legs,
and even ate a delicious dessert.
She said that France takes pride
in the presentation of their food,
especially their desserts. Dvorak
had never seen such beautiful food.

They finally got to Laurens,
and she met her host family.
Dvorak said her hosts were so nice
and accommodating. Her hosts
were Jessi, a nurse; Cristoph, a
radiologist; and their daughters,
Ines, who was a high school
student, and Lelu, who was not yet
of school age. Her closest friend
while she was there was a man
named Carlos.

Dvorak said the community was
amazing too. Many residents of
Laurens spoke English, so Ashley
and Kelly felt very comfortable
since they didn’t know much, if any
French.

The first night she was there,

Area residents who gathered at
the Laurens Public Library on
Tuesday evening, January 31st, were
transported to Laurens, France,
as Ashley Dvorak told of her
experiences when she visited there
last fall as a student ambassador
from our city. Ashley, the daughter
“of Lisa and Mike Dvorak, is a
senior at Laurens-Marathon High
School. She was accompanied on
her trip by Kelly Van Sickle of
Laurens. Ashley and Kelly stayed

to Laurens, France

her family took her out to dinner at
the Bowl-a-Drome, which is a local
bowling-type game alley. Her host
family failed to mention to her that
she was going to be meeting the
Sister City Commission, and she
went in her PJ’s as she was very tired
from the long trip. Even though this
wasn’t the best first impression, no
one in the Sister City Commission
held it against her.

Her first full day in France, she
spent on the beach. The name of
the beach was Ville de Valras Plage
in Beziers. She said it was a very
beautiful beach. Lelu ,her host sister
,spent most of the time at the beach
topless, but it wasn’t uncommon.
“The beaches there were kind of
nude beaches, but it was mostly
women. I didn’t see any, ugh, men,”
Ashley groaned.

She did spend a couple days
going to school with Ines. They
took a charter bus to get to school
in Beziers. They took the wrong bus,
but the bus driver still took them to
their school. They were a little late,
so the gates were locked but a nice
person that happened to be outside
let them in. She spént a day-and-a-
half in class. The classes she went to
were mostly in French, so she had a
hard time not being able to talk to
anyone. She was able to spend time
in two English classes. The classes
were taught by different teachers,
one of which was very strict, and
yelled at a student who obviously
didn’t have his homework done.
In one of the English classes, the
teacher asked if she could come up
front and do a speech. Her fellow
students asked her to slow down,
because she spoke too quickly for
them to understand.

On her full day of school, she
went out to lunch with Ines and her
friends. Their lunch period was two
hours long, so they could go to an
outdoor restaurant. At the restaurant,
Ines and her friends were smoking
cigarettes and were drinking beer,
which surprised Dvorak very much.
When she asked, she found out that
they are able to buy alcohol and
cigarettes at age 16. But Dvorak
made them jealous because they
have to wait until they are 18 to
drive. ¢

See SISTER, Page 2
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with families in Laurens

and were treated like

royalty by local residents.
While in Laurens, Ashley
attended the high school,

located in the nearby

town of Beziers, with
her host “sister”. The

audience enjoyed hearing

about travels around
the Laurens area, the

delicious meals that were
served, and stories of the

wonderful residents of
our sister city.

Members of the

Laurens, lowa Sister City

Commission treated
attendees to Laurens,

including olives, fresh

served.

Laurens!

From Page 1

France style refreshments,

grapes, several varieties of
cheese, and other sweets
(this was the Laurens, Iowa portion
of the treats) Sparkling grape juice
from an Jowa winery was also

Ashley thanked the Laurens,
Iowa residents for making her
trip a possibility, and stated her
hope that community support of
the Sister City Commission and
student “travelships” will continue
so that more students can enjoy
this opportunity of a lifetime. The
Sister City Commission’s travelships
are partially funded by the annual
Laurens, lowa Wine Festival, held
in conjunction with Celebrate

SISTER: Dvorak reflects on

. - i B

On her half-day of school, Marie
Claude took her to lunch at a buffet
restaurant near the ocean, where
she was able to try new seafood.
Her favorite food was raw oysters
on the half-shell. “Raw oysters are
so good! Don’t knock it ‘til you try
it.” explained Dvorak. She also tried
escargot, which is cooked snails,
which came with many types of
utensils to get the mollusk out of the
shell. She also tried a whole crab,
but commented that it was“very
difficult for very little meat.”

She did go shopping with Ines
one of the days she was there. The
mall and shops were all outdoors
and some were open-air markets. In
the center of the mall was a beautiful
fountain, that she later found out was
built by Ines’ grandfather. She had a
great time shopping, but wasn’t able
to buy much because $100 dollars
doesn’t go far. She didn’t realize

A fine spread of French food was presented at the Laurens Library.
Sparkling grape juice, and crackers, cheese, and olive hors d’ceuvres
were served to the crowd. Photo by Whitney Photography.

until she was on her way home
that she could have used her debit
card, but when she goes back in the
future, she will spend more money.

One of the days she was there,
she went to the castle that also
houses the town hall and met the
Mayor. While there, the Mayor
gave a speech twice. The first time
was in English and the second time
it was in French. In the speech, he
welcomed them and made them feel
very comfortable.

During the week, they went to a
karaoke party. She had a lot of fun
that night. Dvorak said that at the
beginning of the party, the only
people singing at the start of the
party were the people who were
actually able to sing. As the night
went on, the more people drank, the
more people who really couldn’t
sing started singing.

On the last day that she was there,

visit to Sister City

they all went to Pesnas, which is an
outdoor market. Dvorak observed
that you could buy just about

anything there.
“The market had oysters, fresh
fruit, clothes, entertainment, and

jewelry. It was really crowded and
congested,” explained Dvorak.

Of all the things at the market,
Dvorak kept coming back to a
gorgeous handmade black beaded
necklace. Jessi, her host mom,
bought it for her; she was so excited
about it. While she was there,
Dvorak was a little tired and run
down, so she had a cup of coffee.
But coffee in France is nothing like
coffee here. The cups are very small,
almost shot size, and the coffee is
textured with actual coffee grounds
in the cup.

On her way home, Dvorak and
VanSickle got stuck in Customs
in Amsterdam for quite a while.
Dvorak had a large bag of sand with
seashells in it. The Customs Agent
had to go through the entire bag,
sifting through the sand to make
sure there were not any illegal things
hidden in it. VanSickle thanked the
agent for doing such a good job, but
he thought she was being sarcastic
and gave her a little attitude back.

Dvorak imparted in closing
comments that she really enjoyed
her trip and thanked the Sister
City Commission for the amazing
opportunity. She did recommend
some advice for the next student
who is given this opportunity; learn
as much French as possible. Dvorak
related she hoped she made a great
impression on the people of Laurens,
France.
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Since I haven’t done this for the past oo“.w_w weeks, I better tell about
the new materials we’ve received! New DVDs include: Moneyball, The
Adjustment Bureau, Abduction, Courageous, and Godspell which was
given by Connie Dallenbach in memory of Bill Hertz. New nonfiction
includes: Life is Not a Reality Show by Kyle Richards, What’s a
Disorganized Person to Do? by Stacey Platt and Unstuff Your Life by
Andrew Mellen. New Fiction includes: T4e Rope by Nevada Barr, Taken
by Robert Crais, Home Front by Kristin Hannah, An Available Man by
Hilma Wolitzer, Lunatics by Dave Barry, The Spy Who Jumped Off the
Screen by Thomas Caplan, Look of Love by Mary Jane Clark, Territory
by Tricia Fields, Face Thief by Eli Gottlieb, The Underside of Joy by
Serena Halverson, Grown up Kind of Pretty by Joshilyn Jackson, Come
in and Cover Me by Gin Phillips, One Moment, One Morning by Sarah
Rayner, Cell 8 by Anders Roslund, and The 5th Victim by Zoe Sharp.

Last week we accepted a grant from the Pocahontas County
Foundation for programming, a laptop & cart. Well, I already ordered
».___n presentation cart, my computer guru is on the lookout for just the
right laptop for us and I've been booking some interesting programs!
This week we’ve added Ruth Steinkoenig with a class called “Who Am
17" a program designed to bring out your best talents based upon simple
personality testing. We haven’t firmed up the date, but we’re looking
at an evening in mid-February. Stay tuned for more details. We’re also
preity excited to tell you that Katie Kitterman of lowa Couponing will
Tmé. a two hour class at our Library on Saturday morning, March 24th.
f._uE it on your calendar now & plan to join us! This class will teach vou
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Since I haven’t done this for the past couple weeks, I better tell about the new materials
weve received! New DVDs include: Moneyball, The Adjustment Bureau, Abduction,
Courageous, and Godspell, which was given by Connie Dallenbach in memory of Bill
Hertz. New nonfiction includes: Life is Not a Reality Show by Kyle Richards, What's

a Disorganized Person to Do? by Stacey Platt and Unstuff Your Life by Andrew Mellen.
New Fiction includes: 7he Rope by Nevada Barr, Tizken by Robert Crais, Home Front
by Kristin Hannah, An Available Man by Hilma Wolitzer, Lunatics by Dave Barry, The
Spy Who Jumped Off the Screen by Thomas Caplan, Look of Love by Mary Jane Clark,
Territory by Tricia Fields, Face Thief by Eli Gottlieb, The Underside of Joy by Serena
Halverson, Grown up Kind of Pretty by Joshilyn Jackson, Come in and Cover Me by Gin
Phillips, One Moment, One Morning by Sarah Rayner, Cell 8 by Anders Roslund, and

The 5th Victim by Zoe Sharp.

Last week we accepted a grant from the Pocahontas County Foundation for
programming, a laptop & cart. Well, I already ordered the presentation cart, my
computer guru is on the lookout for just the right laptop for us and I've been booking
some interesting programs! This week we've added Ruth Steinkoenig with a class called
"Who Am I?" a program designed to bring out your best talents based upon simple
personality testing. We haven’t firmed up the date, but we're looking at an evening in
mid-February. Stay tuned for more details. We're also pretty excited to tell you that
Katie Kitterman of Iowa Couponing will have a 2 hour class at our Library
morning, March 24th. Put it on your calendar now & plan to join us! This class will
teach you how to save 100’s of dollars off your monthly grocery and household budgets!
You will learn ways to use coupons more effectively, how to use Facebook to save
you money, how to read, understand and organize your coupons, 4 other ways to get
coupons besides the newspaper, how to shop at your local stores, and much more! Look
at the list at the end of my column for a complete list of upcoming Library events.

February read of the month is “13 Reasons Why” by Jay Asher. In this book 13
cassette tapes are delivered to Clay after a high school classmate commits suicide. He
spends the night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the
events leading up to her death. This book will make a great discussion when we meet on

February 27th!

Upcoming Events

Date to be announced: "Who Am I?" with Ruth Steinkoenig February 23 @ 7 p.m.
Visiting the Beyond: Paranormal Presentation by Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation

February 27 Book Club “13 Reasons Why”
March 6 @ 7 pm Little House on the Prairie by Connie Dallenbach
March 24 at 10 A.M. Couponing Class with Katie Kitterman

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

on Saturday
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This is one time that I'll really be looking forward fo Monday! Ruth
Steinkoenig will teach a class called “Who The Heck Am 1?” on Monday,
February 13th at 7 pm. Ruth describes it like this, “A fun-filled evening
taking a look at your personality and letting the real person emerge. Are
you doing the things in life that you love and are cut out to do? Everyone
has a special talent in life but first you must decide who you really are.
This will be a great way to understand yourself, your family, friends and
co-workers. This is also helpful for parents in guiding their children
toward meaningful life choices. Everyone loves this humorous but serious
class - it’s all about YOU - and what is more interesting than YOU?” If
you’ve met Ruth you know this will be a fun evening. If you’ve not met
Ruth, that’s one more reason to join us Monday evening!

Our next program will be at 7 pm on Thursday, February 23rd. Curt
Strutz of Paranormal Generation will present Visiting the Beyond.
Paranormal Generation is described as a “real” reality show -. No
recreations, no reenactments, no phony evidence, just REAL paranormal
investigation done by a fun and unique group of ghost hunting individuals.
This show is designed with the serious paranormal investigator in
mind. Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation has proclaimed himself as
a “Paranormal Explorer,” and has taken time traveling the country and
visiting/exploring popular haunted landmarks. Hope you can join us for a
fun and interesting evening! :

Our February Book Club read of the month is Jay Asher’s “13 Reasons
Why.” This is the author’s synopsis of the plot: “Clay Jensen returns
home from school to find a mysterious box with his name on it lying on
his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah
Baker--his classmate and crush--who committed suicide two weeks
earlier, On tape, Hannah explains that there are thirteen reasons why she
decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he’ll find out
how he made the list. This book will make a great discussion when we
meet on February 27th. I’'m hoping that some of the students that read it
in Mrs. Ehn’s class will join our discussion!

w! Upcoming Events

F February 13 at 7 pm “Who the Heck Am 1?” with Ruth Steinkoenig
€ February 23 @ 7 pm Visiting the Beyond: Paranormal Presentation by

Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation

TH February 27 Book Club “13 Reasons Why”

be March 6 @ 7 pm Little House on the Prairie by Connie Dallenbach

March 24 at 10 AM Couponing Class with Katie Kitterman

Ry Stop at the library and check it out! :
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March b @ 1 pm by
Connie Dallenbach

February 23 @ 7 pm
Visiting the Beyond:
Paranormal Presenfation

February 13 @4 pm
with Ruth Steinkoenig

great way to understand yourself,
your family, friends and co-workers.
This is also helpful for parents

in guiding their children toward
meaningful life choices. Everyone

committed suicide

two weeks earlier. On
tape, Hannah explains
that there are thirteen
reasons why she decided
to end her life. Clay

is one of them. If he
listens, he'll find out
how he made the list.”

This book will make a
great discussion when

loves this humorous but serious
class - it's all about YOU - and what
is more interesting than YOU?” If
you've met Ruth you know this will
be a fun evening. If you've not met
Ruth, that’s one more reason to join
us Monday evening!

we meet on February
Our next program will be at

27th. 'm hoping that
some of the students
that read it in Mrs.
Ehn’s class will join our

7 p-m. on Thursday, February
23rd. Curt Strutz of Paranormal
Generation will present Visiting the
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What fun we had at our February Wacky Wednesday at the Laurens
Public Library! Emily Walker is shown performing her mime that
she took to State Speech. The kids were enchanted! We then split
up into small groups where the Y-teen girls taught them a simple
mime. Each group performed it for us all and we guessed what they
were portraying. We then made Valentines for the DE&DW home
residents, again with the assistance of the Y-teen girls. uz_ U\L IEN
; —

“What fun we had at our February Wacky Wednesday at the Laurens
Public Library! Emily Walker is shown performing her mime that she
ook to State Speech. The kids were enchanted! We then split up into
mall groups where the Y-teen girls taught them a simple mime. Each
sroup performed it for all and we guessed what they were portraying.

e then made Valentines for the nursing home residents, again with
he assistance of the Y-teen girls. Submitted by Glenda Mulder.
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“Our next program will be at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 23rd.
Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation will present Visiting the Beyond.
wn_,gouua Generation is described as a “real” reality s
recreations, no reenactments, no E.o_»v. evidence, just RE.
investigation done by a fun and unique group of ghost hunting E&Sasu_m.
Curt Strutz’ of Paranormal Generation has proclaimed himself as
#Paranormal Explorer,” and has taken ‘time traveling the country and
visiting/exploring popular haunted landmarks. Hope you can join us for
a fun and interesting evening!
~ Recent additions to our library collection include the following DVDs
Treasure Buddies, Real Steel, and The Big Year. New novels include
Catch Me by Lisa Gardner, Bond Girl by Erin Duffy, Boca Daze by
Steven Forman, Flight of the Gemma Hardy by Margot Livesey, Wintes
Palace by Evan Stachniak, Left for Dead by J.A. Jance, Senoma Rose by
Jennifer Chiaverini, Friends Like Us by Lauren Fox, Celebrity in Deat
by J.D. Robb, Restless in the Grave by Dana Stabenow, Oath of Offic:
by Michael Palmer, and Private Games by James Patterson. Nonfictior
selections include: The 5 Love Languages by Gary Chapman, Haiti: the
Aftershocks by Laurent DuBois, Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother b
Amy Chua. Also in nonfiction we received Aging as a Spiritual Practice
in . memory of Edna Ryon by the Laurens Women’s Club and 7%
Cheesecake Bible in memory of Bill Hertz by Lorin & Glenda Mulder.

Read, Read, Read that book club book & join our discussion ot
Monday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m. Our February book is Jay Asher’
13 Reasons Why. This novel about teen suicide is sure to make for a grea
discussion!

Upcoming Events

February 23 @ 7:00 p.m. Visiting the Beyond: Paranormal Presentatios
by Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation

February 27 Book Club “13 Reasons Why”

March 6 @ 7:00 p.m. Little House on the Prairie by Connie Dallenbac]

March 24 at 10:00 a.m. Couponing Class with Katie Kitterman

- Stop at the library and check it out!
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Our next program will be at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 23rd. Curt Strutz of
Paranormal Generation will present Visiting the Beyond. Paranormal Generation

is described as a "real" reality show -. No recreations, no reenactments, no phony
evidence, just REAL paranormal investigation done by a fun and unique group of gho
hunting individuals. Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation has proclaimed himself

as a “Paranormal Explorer,” and has taken to time traveling the country and visiting/
exploring popular haunted landmarks. Hope you can join us for a fun and interesting
evening!

Recent additions to our library collection include the following DVDs: Treasure
Buddies, Real Steel, and The Big Year. New novels include: Cazch Me by Lisa Gardner,
Bond Girl by Erin Duffy, Boca Daze by Steven Forman, Flight of the Gemma Hardy by
Margot Livesey, Winter Palace by Evan Stachniak, Left for Dead by J.A. Jance, Sonoma
Rose by Jennifer Chiaverini, Friends Like Us by Lauren Fox, Celebrity in Death by ].D.
Robb, Restless in the Grave by Dana Stabenow, Oath of Office by Michael Palmer, and
Private Games by James Patterson. Nonfiction selections include: The 5 Love Languag
by Gary Chapman, Haiti: the Aftershocks by Laurent DuBois, Battle Hymn of the Tiger
Mother by Amy Chua. Also in nonfiction we received Aging as a Spiritual Practice in
memory of Edna Ryon by the Laurens Women’s Club and The Cheesecake Bible in
memory of Bill Hertz by Lorin & Glenda Mulder.

Read, Read, Read that book club book & join our discussion on Monday, Feb. 27t
at 7 p.m. Our February book is Jay Asher’s “13 Reasons Why.” This novel about teen
suicide is sure to make for a great discussion!

Ruth Steinkoenig’s “Who the Heck Am I?” that was scheduled for 7 pm tonight h:
been postponed until next Monday, February 20th. Hope you can join us then!




“Who the Heck
Am I?” at the

Library

The Peprr
Ruth Steinkoenig really let the
artistic side of her personality show
during “Who The Heck Am I?” at
the Laurens Public Library recently.
Throughout the program, she wove
stories of growing up in Lake City
and her many different career and
life changes. She told how the six
different personality traits effect
people’s career choices and their
social interactions.

We then had the opportunity
to evaluate our own traits and
share the results with the rest of the
participants. Here’s a breakdown of
the different personalities.

“Artistic” people are innovative,
sensitive, original, independent,
non-conforming, excitable, creative,
positive & changeable. They rely on
feelings rather than facts.

People with “conventional” traits
are practical, neat, organized &
disciplined. Their motto might be,
“There’s a place for everything and
everything better be in its place!”
“Investigative’ personality traits
include being disciplined, curious,
logical, likes quality, a thinker,
intelligent, humble. As a small child
they probably took their toys apart to
see how they work - as an adult they
sometimes still do!

The “social” personality is
enthusiastic, generous, cooperative,

...continued from page 12...

insightful, understanding, cheerful,
and sensitive. This person always has
that bottle of aspirin, cough drops,
snack foods, etc on hand just in case
someone needs it.

The “Enterprising” person
is adventurous, dominant,
persuasive, action oriented, logical,

a perfectionist, professional and
popular. They are the born leader
and love to argue an issue.

“Realistic” personality traits
include shy, frank, modest, moderate,
well-liked, cordial and does not ruffle
feathers. They deal with things more
than ideas or people and are very
comfortable in their own skin.

Many thanks go to “Beverly
Ruth” for sharing her time and
talents with us!

with Ruth Steinkoenig

Spend a fun-filled evening taking a look at Yyour personality
g and letting the real person emerge.
Are you doing the things in life that you love and are cut out to do?
Everyone has a special talent in life,
but ..mw.wm You must decide who you really are.
This is a great way to understand yourself,
your family, friends and co-workers.

Laurens Public Library ‘
Monday, February 13 at 7 pm
1

INC AN ?ﬁofw,._.yw ex ornples of
ﬁp\ﬂwQJPf.f.,L\b

-

Rudh m+QJKoanu mfa,i).o oBoud fayson P,.._ﬂ Voo

U:Pk/ﬁnk,vos. W«ﬁ; 3(<I..QJO.3. @06 O// 50.0_/. N
LWaol\stad fhoﬁ%PPwQ«:S,Dﬁnf o .

“\ l..

Tokin A.V.C\..\WGP./.,??,.K.O)U. OA.OC(ﬁ b Sonali 4 ) , <
JAfC\.\.U?E. Son Wevsom, Ro\o (Unr\igmfnh\«(., .Mfﬂﬁﬁ ZNCGW*\VWJ.)
Walstad, Korun Ragmer < Noney unicleis

=L Ml

yrrvw .- " |

Ruth, QO(,O.;)@ e Ppituno.

i P

Personality-a-plenty ' coxins Su

Ruth Steinkoenig really let the artistic side of her personality show during “Who The Heck Am I?” at
the Laurens Public Library. Throughout the program she wove stories of growing up in Lake City and
her many different career and life changes. She told how the six different personality traits effect people’s

career choices and their social interactions. Many thanks go to “Beverly Ruth” for sharing her time and
talents with us! Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.
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Join us at 7 p.m. this g&? February 23, as Curt Strutz of
Paranormal Generation will present Visiting the Beyond: A Paranormal
Presentation. These sort of programs have had crazy high attendance at
our Library — grab your friends & join us!

Read, Read, Read that book club book and join our discussion on
Monday, February 27 at 7 p.m. Our February book is Jay Asher’s /3
Reasons Why. This novel about teen suicide is sure to make for a great
discussion. I know Mrs. Ehn had a class read this book and I’m hoping
some of those kids join our discussion — I think they would add a whole
different perspective to this book!

Last week I got to be the Guest Star at Kiwanis. OK, so most people
wouldn’t call it that, but I like to put a positive spin on things! Anyway,
this gave me the incentive to put together some interesting facts about

I’ve got them together, I thought I might as well share them with you.
Last year our total circulations were 43,714. This means that on an
average day we check out 140 items. This also means on an average
day we check in and re-shelf 140 items! This figure has been steadily
increasing in the five years I’ve been the director. In total it’s up
approximately 35 percent from the 31, 619 total circulations in 2006.
1'd like to say that’s just because you all like to come in to see me....but
I know that’s not all of it! ;-) When the economy is tougher, library use
increases. Patrons come to us for free use of our books and DVDs rather
than purchasing their own items. They use our computers or our 24 hour
WiFi when they don’t have an internet connection at home. They print
from our computers rather than buy cartridges for their home printers.
Contrast this with our budget, which even though our costs have sone

our Library from our annual report for the State Library of lowa. Since |

At the Library
with Glenda
Mulder
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honm_ H_Q_n
House on the
Prairie/Laura
Ingalls Wilder
aficionado Connie
Dallenbach has
agreed to share
her knowledge with us. Join us at 7
pm next Tuesday, March 6th as we
return to the pioneer days. Connie
will share passages from the books
as she recounts events and duties of
everyday life on the prairie of the

Midwest during the 1870’s & 1880’s.

This is a program for young and old
and everyone in between.

LM Spanish 3 students will be
joining our Tot Time on Monday,
March 5th. They will help teach our
youngest patrons a few basic words
in Spanish. Tot Time is 10 am every
Monday during the school year.

paper - all you would need to bring
is the pictures you want to use and
they will walk you through how

to piece everything together. Stop
at the Library to see this month’s
page selection and to sign up by
March 7th. Class size is limited &
prepayment for supplies is required.
If we get a good response
to this, we hope to

try card making some
month, too!

We got the cutest and
most delicious looking
book in this week!
Cupcakes, Cookies & Pie, Oh My! was
donated by Dorothy Runneberg in
memory of Gloria Grice. Unerthodox
: The Scandalous Rejection of My
Hasidic Roots was purchased with
donations from family & friends in
memory of Alice Winkler. We also
received Bleed for Me by Michael
Robotham, Death of a Kingfisher by
M.C. Beaton, The Magic Line by
Elizabeth Gunn, and Warergate by
Thomas Mallon.

Upcoming Events
March 6 @ 7 pm Little House on the

up, is virtually the same total as five ye:
our current budget comes from the City «
the same dollar amount as in 2006. Ten
County, from whom we’ve seen a steady
Just five percent of our budget comes fro
25 percent decrease in five years. Rent fi
13 percent of our total budget.

We had 101 Children’s Programs
monthly elementary Brown Bag lunches,
Story Times, Tot Times, Halloween Mag
with a total attendance of 2,628. Aduits
attendance of 758. I have a goal to increa
I shared with the Kiwanis that [ am a
of Iowa and that our Library is also ac
members asked me how many of lowa’s
didn’t know the answer. So naturally, be
find out! Here’s the answer: Of the 543
accredited. That’s just 64 percent. Ninety
35 are at Tier 1, which means they meet
get some State funding. Sixty-six librarie
OK, did any of you fall asleep while
happy to report that only one Kiwanian di
o’clock in the moming, so I can’t really b

Upcoming Events

February 23 @ 7 pm Visiting the Beyon
Curt Strutz of Paranormal Generation
February 27 Book Club “13 Reasons Why
March 6 @ 7 pm Little House on the Praii
March 24 at 10 AM Couponing Class witt
Stop at the library and check it out!

Prairie by Connie Dallenbach
March 13, 6 pm Page of the Month
Scrapbooking with Holly Storms &
Kristin Fansega

March 24 at 10 AM Couponing
Class with Katie Kitterman

Hope you can join us for this special
program and the regular Tot Times
after that, too!

We have another addition to our
calendar! Holly Storms & Kristin
Fansega have volunteered to start
teaching scrapbooking. Tuesday,
March 13 we will have our first
scrapbook “Page of the Month”
night. There will be step by step
instructions on how to do the layout
plus all the embellishments and

Stop at the Library and
Check it Out!
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Local Little House on the Prairie/Laura Ingalls Wilder aficionado,
Connie Dallenbach, has agreed to share her knowledge with us. Join us
at 7:00 p.m. next Tuesday, March 6, as we return to the pioneer days.
Connie will share passages from the books as she recounts events and
duties of everyday life on the prairie of the Midwest during the 1870s
& 1880s. This is a program for young and old and everyone in between.

L-M Spanish 3 students will be joining our Tot Time on Monday,
March 5th. They will help teach our youngest patrons a few basic words
in Spanish. Tot Time is 10:00 a.m. every Monday during the school year.
Hope you can join us for this special program and the regular Tot Times
after that too! ;

We have another addition to our calendar! Holly Storms and Kristin
Fansega have volunteered to start teaching scrapbooking. Tuesday,
March 13 we will have our first scrapbook “Page of the Month™ night.

jrrograms

Tast week I got 10 DT tlc auest
Star at Kiwanis. OK, so most people
ouldn’t call it that, but I like to put
vm positive spin on things! Anyway, this
gave me the incentive to put together
some interesting facts about our Library
from our annual report for the State
Library of lowa. Since I've got them
together, I thought I might as well share
them with you.

Last year our total circulations were
43,714. This means that on an average
day we check out 140 items. This also
means on an average day we check in
and reshelf 140 items! This figure has
been steadily increasing in the five years
I've been the director. In total it’s up
approximately 35% from the 31, 619
total circulations in 2006. I'd like to

There will be step by step instructions on how to do the layout plus all
the embellishments and paper - all you would need to bring is the pictures
you want to use and they will walk you though how to piece everything
together. Stop at the Library to see this month’s page selection and to
sign up by March 7. Class size is limited and prepayment for supplies is
required. If we get a good response to this, we hope to try card making
some month too!

We got the cutest and most delicious looking book in this week!
Cupcakes, Cookies & Pie, Oh My! was donated by Dorothy Runneberg
in memory of Gloria Grice. Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of
My Hasidic Roots was purchased with donations from family & friends
in memory of Alice Winkler. We also received Bleed for Me by Michael
Robotham, Death of a Kingfisher by M.C. Beaton, The Magic Line by
Elizabeth Gunn, and Watergate by Thomas Mallon.

(Including Summer Reading, monthly
elementary Brown Bag lunches, Wacky
Wednesdays, Preschool Story times, Tot
Times, Halloween Magician and a Dan
Wardell visit) with a total attendance of
2628. Adults had 34 programs with a
total attendance of 758. I have a goal to
increase our adult numbers this year!

I shared with the Kiwanis that I am
a certified librarian in the State of Iowa
and that our Library is also accredited
by them. One of the members asked
me how many of lowa’s Libraries are
accredited and I didn’t know the answer.
So naturally, being the curious type,
I had to find out! Here’s the answer:
Of the 543 libraries in Iowa, 348 are
fully accredited. That’s just 64%. 94

Upcoming Events

March 6, 7:00 p.m., Little House on the Prairie by Connie Dallenbach

March 13, 6:00 p.m., Page of the Month Scrapbooking with Holly
Storms & Kristin Fansega

March 24, 10:00 a.m., Couponing Class with Katie Kitterman

Stop at the library and check it out!




Curt Strutz of Paranormal
Generation fills the air with ghost
stories at a recent presentation.
Photo by Robert Fisher. .N.T i3

By Robert Fisher

On an evening when the threat
of a winter storm loomed overhead,
the only white on the minds of
many was of a spectral nature.
People were more interested in a
presentation of personal paranormal
experiences from Curt Strutz at the
Laurens Public Library on Feb. 23.

Since the sixth grade, Strutz has
had an interest in ghosts and the
paranormal. His intrigue of events
outside the realm of the explained
has led to a career as a paranormal
explorer.

He has traveled the country
visiting locations that have had
various reports of the unexplained.
Documenting his observations
along the way and picking up a few
similar-minded individuals, Strutz
formed Paranormal Generation.

The intent of the forming of the
group has been to create television
and digital media programming
that remains 100 percent “true-
to-life” paranormal investigation.
“We want to do this without the
aid of Hollywood tricks, imagery,

be a blue lady either floating around
or sitting on the bed. Guests had also
made note of various locked linen
closet doors opening and closing,
unaided. “Shadows can be seen
moving across the room too.”

The next ghostly visit was to the
lands of central Iowa to the Farrar
schoolhouse, located northeast of
Des Moines.

Self-Proclaimed Paranormal Explorer Shares Experien

After his presentation, Curt Strutz answered audience questions about places he has visited while researching
for the TV Show Paranormal Generation. A self-proclaimed Paranormal Explorer, he told us that he has had
ghosts and the paranormal since he was in 6th grade. As an adult, he has traveled the country visiting and exj
, haunted landmarks. He especially loves haun
public places, some of them nationally recogt
locations.

Curt has visited haunted battlefields, dese
historic locations, and known haunted reside
the United States. Photos and testimonies we

its life, an asylum,

Laurens Public Library Foundation

and special effects,” related Strutz.
“Everything we have has to be
recorded on a device.”

Paranormal Generation is now a
television show gaining popularity
on multiple local access stations and
on the internet.

As the frozen flakes fell, the
lights were lowered. It began... “I
once took my wife to Deadwood for
a vacation. We stayed in the popular
Bullock Hotel.” Strutz proceeded to
inform the group of one of his first
paranormal experiences.

“We were able to reserve the
exact room where it was reported
that the builder had passed. When
we got there it was pouring, we got
inside and into our room on the third
floor and there was a stream of water
pouring in. She asks, ‘What next, the
fire alarm?””

No sooner that the words escaped
her mouth the fire alarm in the
hotel/casino went off, sending all
of the guests out into the pouring
rain. “We both thought this was a
strange occurrence. Upon our return
we found it was rated in the top 25
haunted hotels in the country.”

Continuing, he described
experiences that were noticed
in an apartment that the family
had previously lived in. “We had
this one corner in a room of the
apartment that we began seeing
activity more frequently. If toys
were near that corner they would go
off, untouched. Orange lights would
appear in photos taken near there.”

He even spoke of a cup of
markers that were in a cup on a
shelf, had crashed to the floor. The
cup of markers were picked up and
put farther back on the shelf, just
to come crashing back to the floor
within a half an hour. “Lights in the
place would go on and off. We soon

“Construction began on the
school house in 1921, despite a
high amount of unfavor from the
community,” related Strutz. Holding
classes until a decade ago, many
students, faculty, and visitors had
complained of unexplainable events
in the building.

Since closing in 2002, the
building has sat mostly empty
for 10 years. Of recent, private
investors had purchased the old
school to be converted into a private
residence. Since moving in, many
residents have also experienced
paranormal activity. It has been
told that there have been sightings
of a featureless child sitting on the
stairs. There have been reported
incidents of giggling near the girls
bathroom on the third floor as well
as many other various reports of
activity near the old stage. As Strutz
continued with the presentation, the
real reason for community concern
became apparent. The location for
the building was set in an open
field, directly across from the local
cemetery.

as well as the history behind each location. This interested
those in the audience that were more interested in history
than in ghosts and ghost hunting. From an onscreen menu,
the Library audience chose to visit a haunted tuberculosis
hospital in West Virginia, an abandoned school building in
central Iowa that had been filled with animosity throughout
and a hotel with strange sightings.

This program was sponsored by your donations to the

A ﬂ.._x through the unexplained

moved out of there.”

Before leaving, the family
inquired to see if there had been
previous complaints about the

apartment. It was then related that
there had not, but that some time
prior a gentleman living a flight
below had hung himself from ceiling
pipes near that area.

“Most cases of paranormal
activity are seen around areas
that have a high concentration
of emotional energy. All life is
comprised of energy. If energy can’t
be created or destroyed where does
it g0?” he pondered.

Strutz has traveled mostly across
the Midwest in search of that which
standard science can not explain.

Told through pictures, Strutz
entertained participants as they
discussed paranormal activity in
Indiana, Iowa, and West Virginia.

The first stop was an evening in
the Story Inn located in the Hoosier
Forest near Brown County State
Park in Indiana. “This one-building
town once served as a popular
tourist attraction prior to the arrival
of the interstate,” he related.

This is one of those locations
where activity has been seen and
documented on many different
occasions. The original owners
of the inn have kept guest books
in each room. Writings in visitors
books over the last 90 years have
made many mentions of paranormal
activity.

“We went to stay here and
document any activity that could be
found. Just entering the old building
had a fun house effect as the stairs
were old and uneven.”

He noted that numerous guests
have reported seeing what appears to

See GHOSTS, Page 4

As per participants’ request, Strutz
also told of various experiences that
he had seen at the Trans Allegheny
Lunatic Asylum in West Virginia,
“This place had a lot of emotional
energy,” informed Strutz.

“Designed to house 280 patients,
the facility once held over 2,000
people at once.” Strutz continued,
“This facility has some of the
more violent action that has been
reported.”

Although he had an extensive
list of places that could be looked
into, time put the ghost stories to
bed. He did inform that episodes
of Paranormal Generation could be
seen on YouTube.

Looking into the area further, it
was found that the Laurens Public
Library has many books on the
paranormal, one of which deals with
reported activity, even right here in
Northwest Iowa.

“The Iowa Road Guide to
Haunted Locations” by Chad Lewis
and Terry Fisk can be used to take
you on your own local ghost hunt
if you so dare. Locations include
the Abbie Gardner Cabin in Spirit
Lake, Gypsy Cemetery in Algona,
American Theatre in Cherokee, to a
well known vacant lot on the eastern
edge of Emmetsburg.
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On Tuesday, March 6, Connie Dallenbach i

) 5 presented the program “Things you may have forgotten about
?:._m.mc:m@ on the Prairie and Laura Ingalls Wilder”. Connie read some excerpts from Little M«Eaﬁ on Q_“m
Prairie books and had show and tell items to go along with the books. Submitted photo.

Little House
on the Prairie

Program
Moardnh 4. 2012 The Poper
On Tuesday, March 6th Connie
Dallenbach presented a program
"Things you may have forgotten about
7 Little House on the Prairie and Laura
Ingalls Wilder".
~ Connie read some excerpts from
"Little House on the Prairie” books and
had show and tell items to go along with

the books.
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T
[ was nxm_o::m our
library computer
operating system
the other day and
found something
I thought was
interesting. There’s a report called
“Library Snapshot.” When I clicked
it, a page came up that told me we
currently have 26,402 copies in our
collection, of which 1227 are checked
out and 200 are overdue. I'm starting
to enjoy these random statistics. .
well, except for the overdue part,
those drive me crazy. So, if you're
one of our 1,687 patrons, (yes, this
number was also on the report!)
please get your books back on time or
call to renew them. This would also
probably be a good time to remind
you that our catalog is online so you
can check if that item you want is in
our collection, and if it’s currently
available. The link is on our website
www.laurenspubliclibrary.com.

If you are interested in checking
out the scrapbook Page of the
Month, please stop at the Library.
Holly Storms & Kiristin Fansega have
volunteered their time to teach us
this. Tuesday, March 13 we will have
our first session, but you will need to
preregister and pay for the supplies
ASAP. And remember the class size is
limited. Please let us know if this is
an area that interests you!

For the past few years, the Laurens
Public Library Foundation has paid
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for the lease of CD Audiobooks as
one of their projects. After a bit of
cost analysis (surprisingly, the cost of
buying audiobooks
has gone down!), we
decided the money
would be better
spent purchasing our
own CD books. We
are asking for your
input, if you have
a favorite author, or title or other
preferences, please let us know so
we keep this in mind as we order
CD books. We will be adding
approximately 9 new titles per
month. Thank you for helping us.
The new month also brings a new
Book of the Month to our Library.
It is nonfiction
for a change - The
Zookeepers Wife by
Diane Ackerman.
Our catalog (which I
love more & more!)
tells that this book,
“Documents the
true story of Warsaw
Zoo keepers and
resistance activists
Jan and Antonina
Zabinski, who in
the aftermath of
Germany's invasion
of Poland, saved the
lives of hundreds
of Jewish citizens
by smuggling them
into empty cages
and their home
villa.” Hope you
will choose to read
this book and join
our discussion on

Monday, March 26!

@
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Upcoming Events

March 13 6 p.m. - Page of the Month
Scrapbooking with Holly Storms &

Kristin Fansega

March 24 10 a.m. - Couponing Class
with Katie Kitterman

March 26 7 p.m. - Book Club 7%e
Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman
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g 101 class and it’s this Saturday, March 24th from 10:00
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Check it Out!
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Attention Scrapbookers!
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@ Laurens Public Library

$25 includes all supplies needed to make this beautiful two page spread.

All you need to furnish is the pictures/

Space is limited - advance registration & payment required by March 7th

oans more effectively. Katie Kitterman of Iowa Couponing
ow us how to use Facebook to save money, how to read,
and organize your coupons, plus four other ways to get
iides the newspaper. She will also share tips on how to shop
at your Iocal stores and much more. Hope you can join us for this FREE
program that is sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundation!

Have you started reading The Zookeeper s Wife by Diane Ackerman?
I better get on it because we meet Monday night, March 26, to talk about
it! This nonfiction book documents the story of zookeepers who, during
WWII, smuggled Jewish citizens out of Warsaw in animal cages. Stop
at the Library, pick up a book and join our discussion at 7:00 pm this
Monday.

We’ve got a nice selection of new DVDs including: Tower Heist, Puss
in Boots, Hugo, Jack and Jill, Footloose, Tooth Fairy 2 and Thomas &
Friends: Hero of the Rails. New novels include: Force of Nature by
C.J Box, Gilly Salt Sisters by Tiffany Baker, Another Piece of My Heart
by Jane Green, The Girl Next Door by Brad Parks, Kill Switch by Neal
Baer, Kill Shot by Vince Flynn, Blue Monday by Nicci French, Expats
by Chris Pavone, and Under the Never Sky by Veronica Rossi.

Upcoming Events

March 24 at 10 AM Couponing Class with Katie Kitterman

March 26 @ 7 pm Book Club The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane
Ackerman

‘Stop at the library and check it out!

—— At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
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HS m:m:% here! It seems like forever that we've been
anticipating our Couponing 101 class & it’s this
Saturday, March 24th from 10 am to noon. This
class will teach you how to save 100's of dollars off
your monthly grocery and household budgets! You
will learn ways to use coupons more effectively.
Katie Kitterman of Iowa Couponing will also show
us how to use Facebook to save money, how to
read, understand and organize your coupons, plus

4 other ways to get coupons besides the newspaper.
She will also share tips on how to shop at your local
stores and much more. Hope you can join us for
this FREE program that is sponsored by the Laurens
Public Library Foundation!

Have you started reading The Zookeeper’s Wife
by Diane Ackerman? I better get on it because we
meet Monday night the 26th to talk about it! This
nonfiction book documents the story of zookeepers
who, during WWII smuggled Jewish citizens out of
Warsaw in animal cages. Stop at the Library, pick
up a book and join our discussion at 7 p.m. this
Monday.

We've got a nice selection of new DVDs
including: Tower Heist, Puss in Boots, Hugo, Jack
and Jill, Footloose, Tooth Fairy 2 and Thomas &
Friends: Hero of the Rails. New novels include: Force
of Nature by C.] Box, Gilly Salt Sisters by Tiffany
Baker, Another Piece of My Heart by Jane Green,
The Girl Next Door by Brad Parks, Kill Switch by
Neal Baer, Kill Shot by Vince Flynn, Blue Monday
by Nicci French, Expats by Chris Pavone, and Under
the Never Sky by Veronica Rossi.

Upcoming Events

March 24 at 10 a.m. Couponing Class with Katie
Kitterman

March 26 at 7 p.m. Book Club The Zookeeper’s
Wife by Diane Ackerman
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Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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find coupons. This girl is organized! She shared her methods

At the end, Katie outlined things NOT to do as a couponer

buying things you don't use just because it’s a good deal, etc.

Doy
[ __,

Couponing Class Held at the

Katie Kitterman of lowa Couponing was at the Laurens Public
Library recently. She shared her tips and techniques for finding
coupons and making the most of the ones you have. She shared
her personal experiences and told of store policies that couponers
should be aware of. She gave us a list of her favorite websites to

and showed us her 3 ring binder and also told of other ways to
organize coupons as well as shopping trips. She also explained

a bit about the coupons themselves. She informed us that most
things go on sale in a cycle of 3-6 months, so this is a good thing
to know when deciding how many of an item your family needs.

including copying coupons (which is illegal!) clearing the shelves,
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
March 28, 2012

So have you seen the movie “7The Hunger Games”?
Have you read the book or all three of them by
Suzanne Collins? They are so popular here at the
Library that there are still waiting lists on them.
Thankfully they are quick reads because they are so
hard to put down! Like the Harry Potter books, they
are classified as Young Adult books because the main
characters are teenagers, but we have lots of adults
reading them, too. Contact the Library if you would
like to get on the list. We recently put up a display of
books that read like this trilogy, so if you've already
read the Hunger Games, check these books out next
time you're at the Library!

Well, I've taken some good-natured guff about
March’s book choice, The Zookeeper’s Wife by'Diane
Ackerman. I have to admit it wasn’t my favorite either.
I expected it to be written more as a story than it was.
However, I did learn some interesting facts about
WWII. Next month’s selection was made after our
members spotted it on a list of the “10 Books You
Should Have Read in High School.” We were surprised
at how few of us had read “7he Great Gatsby,” So that’s
our April choice. On a personal note, this will bring
my total to 30 on the BBC’s list of 100 Greatest Books
(They estimate most people have only read 6 of these!)
Stop and get your book so you can join our discussion

Our scrapb

Scott Fitzgeral

April 23rd at 7 p.m.

ooking ladies have come up with a new

design that will be perfect for pictures from a birthday
or other kind of party. Stop by the library and take a
look. Preregistration is required and the cost for this
month’s page is just $10! We’re meeting at 6 p.m. on
April 25th, a Wednesday night this time. Please let us
know what day of the week works best for you.

Upcoming Events
April 23 @ 7 p.m. Book Club The Great Gatsby by E

d
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www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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So have you seen the movie “The Hunger Games”? Have you read the
book or all three of them by Suzanne Collins? They are so popular here
at the library that there are still waiting lists on them. Thankfully they
are quick reads because they are so hard to put down! Like the Harry
Potter books, they are classified as Young Adult books because the main
characters are teenagers, but we have lots of adults reading them too.
Contact the library if you would like to get on the list. We recently put up
a display of books that read like this trilogy, so if you’ve already read the
Hunger Games, check these books out next time you’re at the library!
Well, I’ve taken some good-natured guff about March’s book choice,
The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman. 1 have to admit it wasn’t
my favorite either. I expected it to be written more as a story than it
was. However, I did learn some interesting facts about WWIL. Next
month’s selection was made after our members spotted it on a list of the
“10 Books You Should Have Read in High School.” We were surprised
|at how few of us had read “The Great Gatsby,” So that’s our April choice.
On a personal note, this will bring my total to 30 on the BBCs list of 100
Greatest Books (They estimate most people have only read 6 of these!)
Stop and get your book so you can join our discussion April 23rd at 7 p.m.
Our scrapbooking ladies have come up with a new design that will be
perfect for pictures from a birthday or other kind of party. Stop by the
library and take a look. Preregistration is required and the cost for this
month’s page is just $10! We’re meeting at 6 p.m. on April 25th, a
Wednesday night this time. Please let us know what day of the week
works best for you.

Upcoming Events

April 23 @ 7 p.m. Book Club The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
April 25th @ 6 p.m. Scrapbooking page of the Month

Stop at the library and check it out!

p-m. Scrapbooking page of the Month

e Library & Check it Out!
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all I know about it, because I've not
with Glenda Mulder " read it yet! T'll soon fix this gap in my wieh Glendaz Mulier
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you can join our discussion April 23rd
at7 p.m.
We've had great response
for this month’s scrapbook

Page of the Month! There
are just 4 spots left, so if

OK, so I found this
big stack of invoice
copies on my desk.
This means I haven’t

This month’s Book Club choice is The Great

Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. This classic is set
in New York City during the times of WWI &
Prohibition. Not that it’s all about me, but this

shared a list of new is probably the only era in historical fiction that

materials for a very you want to give it atry, I enjoy. I've had a number of people tell me
long time. Sorry om.: LR Ak the Library they’ve really enjoyed it, so I'm looking forward
about that! Here we go. New fiction e m:m. p qudn:w . to digging in to it as soon as 'm done with the new Jodi Picoult book. I also
includes: A Letter from a Stranger .Rﬁc:m&. The et for m.r_m month's page i dered the DVD starring Robert Redford, so after you're done with the book,
by Barbara Taylor Bradford, Guilty is just $10! We're meeting at m ettt you can watch the movie & compare the two. Stop and get your book so you
Wives by James Patterson, Betrayal by on April 25th, a Wednesday night this can join our discussion April 23rd at 7 p.m.

Danielle Steel, Stay Close by Harlan time. Here are some of those books I teased you about last week: 7he Beginnér's
Coben, Mudwoman by Joyce Carol . Goodbye by Anne Tyler, Dorchester Terrace by Anne Perry, Slide by Jill Hathaway,
Oates, Man from Primrose Lane by Upcoming Events The Lost Years by Mary Higgins Clark, Gypped by Carol Higgins Clark, Capitol
James Renner, Born to Darkness by April 23 @7 p.m. - Murder by Phillip Margolin, Buried in Buttercream by G. A. McKevett, The
Suzanne Brockman, Fall from Grace Book Club The Great Shoemaker's Wife by Adriana Trigiani, The Fiddler by Beverly Lewis, Unnatural
by James Patterson, 7hiefby Clive Gatsby by E Scott Acts by Stuart Woods, 7he Witness by Nora Roberts and What Doesn't Kill You by
Cussler, Poison Flower by Thomas Fitzgerald Iris Johansen.

Perry, Chasing Midnight by Randy April 25th @ 6 p.m. - Looks like the scrapbookers are doing a party page this month. It’s so fun
Wayne White, Victims by Jonathan Scrapbooking page of and festive looking it almost makes me want to start a new hobby! There are a
Kellerman, 7rail of the Spellmans the Month few spots left, so if you want to give it a try, call or stop at the Library soon -

by Lisa Lutz, and Lone Wolf by Jodi preregistration and payment are required. The cost for this month’s page is just
Picoult. We just had another big box M.NQ&S at the $10! We're meeting at 6 p.m. on April 25th, a Wednesday night this time. If
of books delivered as I'm writing this, p you can't join us that evening and would just like to buy the materials, that’s fine
so I'll have more to tell you about Nu%%&»ﬂw\ Seici]

next week! New DVDs include: 7he e~ Check it

Muppets, Titanic: The Complete Story,
Happy Feet Two, The Adventures of
TinTin and Hop.

April’s Book Club choice is 7he
Great Gatsby by E Scott Fitzgerald.
This literary classic is set in New |
York City during the times of WWT | ‘ : £% LIN LA AT RSN
and Prohibition. It follows a young

Midwesterner who's fascinated V% >~ .n——a -F-“e-ﬁ-! with Glenda Mulder

Upcoming Events
April 23 @ 7 p.m. - Book Club 7he Great Gatsby by E Scott Fitzgerald
April 25th @ 6 p.m. - Scrapbooking page of the Month

Out!

the mysterious past and wildly rich
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April 4, 2012 ﬁ:m month’s Book Club choice is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott
OK, so I found this big stack of invoice copies on my desk. This means | | Fitzgerald. This classic is set in New York City during the times of WWI
I haven’t shared a list of new materials for a very long time. Sorry about| |& Prohibition. Not that it’s all about me, but this is probably the only
that! Here we go. New fiction includes: A Letter from a Stranger by | | era in historical fiction that I enjoy. I've had a number of people tell
Barbara Taylor Bradford, Guilty Wives by James Patterson, Betrayal by | | me they’ve really enjoyed it, so I'm looking forward to digging in to it
Danielle Steel, Stay Close by Harlan Coben, Mudwoman by Joyce Carol | | as soon as I’'m done with the new Jodi Picoult book. I also ordered the
Oates, Man from Primrose Lane by James Renner, Born to Darkness by | | DVD starring Robert Redford, so after you're done with the book, you
Suzanne Brockman, Fall from Grace by James Patterson, Thief by Clive | | can watch the movie & compare the two. Stop and get your book so you
Cusster, Poison Flower by Thomas Perry, Q_mmwwm Midnight by Randy | | can join our discussion April 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Wayne White, Victims by Jonathan Kellerman, Trail of the Spellmans by Here are some of those books I teased you about last week: The
Lisa Lutz, and Lone Wolf by Jodi Picoult. We just had another big box | | Beginner’s Goodbye by Anne Tyler, Dorchester Terrace by Anne Perry,
of books delivered as I'm writing this, so I'll have more to tell you about | | glide by Jill Hathaway, The Lost Years by Mary Higgins Clark, Gypped
next week! New DVDs include: The Muppets, Titanic: The Complete | | by Carol Higgins Clark, Capitol Murder by Phillip Margolin, Buried
Story, Happy Feet Two, The Adventures of Tintin and Hop. in Buttercream by G. A. McKevett, The Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana
April’s Book Club choice is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. | | Trigjani, The Fiddler by Beverly Lewis, Unnatural Acts by Stuart
This literary classic is set in New York City during the times of WWI & | | Woods, The Witness by Nora Roberts and What Doesn’t Kill You by Iris
Prohibition. It follows a young Midwesterner who’s fascinated by the | | johansen.
mysterious past and wildly rich lifestyle of his landlord. That’s about all Looks like the scrapbookers are ac_:m a party page this month. It’s so

Tknow about it, because I've not read it yet! I'll soon fix this gapin my | | fiq and festive looking it almost makes me want to start a new hobby!
education. Stop and get sl book so you can join our discussion April | | There are a few spots left, so if you want to give it a try, call or stop at

23 at 7:00 p.m. the Library soon - preregistration and
. payment are required. The cost for
We’ve had mﬁﬁ. response for this E.oaw S mon,wv_uoo.w w.mwo of the | | gyis month’s page is just $10! We’re meeting at 6:00 p.m. on April 25, a
Month! There are just four spots left, so if you want to give it a try, call Wednesday night this time. If you can’t join us that evening and would

or stop at the Library soon - vﬁ.mmmm:wmon and payment are required. | | 5ot jike to buy the : > i
The cost for this month’s page is just $10! We’re meeting at m :00 p.m. on : B 10 e tee mtomals, that's fioe toof

Upcoming Events
April 25, mﬂo%o&»% night this time. . -
Upe it et mﬁWMM.M _Wu @ 7:00 p.m. Book Club The Great Gatsby by F. Scott

April 23 @ 7:00 p.m. Book Club The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
April 25th @ 6:00 p.m. Scrapbooking page of the Month
Stop at the library and check it out!

April 25 @ 6:00 p.m. Scrapbooking page of the Month
Stop at the library and check it our!
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Over spring break a bunch of lucky L-M students (I was saying middle
schoolers, but was corrected that some of them are 9* graders, so now
don't know what to call them...except lucky!) along with Mrs. Tate
andparent chaperones toured our Nation’s capital. I’m very envious of
heir experiences, so asked if they would share them at the Library. They
said yes! So plan to join us on Tuesday, April 24- at 7:00 p.m. and we can
travel to Washington D.C. vicariously through them!
I've got lots to tell you this week, so no fanfare here. New DVDs
include: We Bought a Zoo, Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked,
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, The Great Gatsby and War Horse.
New adult ficuion includes: Calico Joe by John Grisham, Blood Red Road
by Moira Young, Carry the One by Carol Anshaw, Dolled up for Murder
by Jane Cleland, Defending Jacob by William Landay, The Lifeboat
by Charlotte Rogan and Come Home by Lisa Scottoline. We also got
ten paperback copies of our most requested book - The Hunger Games.

here are actually a couple on the shelf right now! New adult nonfiction
includes: Wild: from: lost to found on the Pacific Crest trail by Cheryl
Strayed, India Becoming: a portrait of modern life in India by Akash
apur, Making piece: @ memoir of love, loss, and pie (yup, I'm a sucker
for anything about pie!) by Beth Howard and Soldier dogs: the untold
story of America’s canine heroes by Maria Goodavage.

I got an e-mail this week from Mary Wegner, the State Librarian, asking
if we would be one of 450 libraries nationwide including just 32 libraries
in Iowa to join the Edge Initiative to help test technology benchmarks and
indicators in America’s libraries. This national coalition includes the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation, the American Library Association Office
of Information Technology Policy, and the International City/County
Management Association. Well, of course | immediately said yes! Imagine
my surprise when about ten minutes later I received a 75 page form I get
o fill out along with an invitation to a webinar to learn more about doing
just that! This made me wonder just what I'd gotten myself into. Well, the
webinar made me realize this wasn’t as daunting as it first appeared. We
ill be answering questions on technology for staff and patron use, and
en answering questions about the clarity and ease of answering these
questions, so the coalition can revise these benchmarks as needed before
rn_g_&nm this to the general library population. It’s fun to me that we were
selected to be on the ground floor of this project!

This month’s Book Club choice is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott
Fitzgerald. This classic is set in New York City during the times of WWI
& Prohibition. I’m ready to dive into it now — I hope to have more time to
Tun this week! We now have the DVD starring Robert Redford, so after
yow’re done with the book, you can watch the movie & compare the two.
Join our discussion April 23 at 7:00 p.m.
~ Lots of scrapbookers must like parties! There are just two spots left, so
if you want to give it a try, call or stop at the Library soon - preregistration
and payment are required. The cost for this month’s page is just $10¢
We’re meeting at 6:00 p.m. on April 25, a Wednesday night this time. If
you can’t join us that evening and would just like to buy the materials,
that’s fine too!

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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We’re starting to work on our plans for the summer and came across
what we think is a fun idea. Lego Days! This is what we’d like to do:
Designate a certain day of the week as Lego Day. Every week we will
break out the Legos and issue a challenge such as machine, building,
etc. Anyone (because you’re never too old to play with Legos!) or any
team can build a project that will be displayed for the week. Then the
next week we’ll break them down and start all over again. OK, now
comes the fun part. WE NEED LEGOS! If you’ve got some setting
around your house that you’d be willing to donate to the Library, please
drop them off, or give us a call.

New fiction books this week include: By the Iowa Sea by Joe Blair,
The Last Boyfriend by Nora Roberts, Sunrise Point by Robyn Carr,
Bitterblue by Kristin Cashore, True Sisters by Sandra Dallas, Wind
through the Keyhole by Stephen King and Breaking News by Fern
Michaels. Nonfiction includes: Confessions of a Scary Mommy by Jill
Smokler and The Pioneer Woiran Cooks: from ny frontier by Ree
Drummond.

Remember that I told you the Library Foundation was going to be
purchasing CD Audiobooks instead of leasing them? Well, we got
another shipment of them this week. We have added the following
recent best sellers to our collection: Defending Jacob, What Doesn’t
Kill You, Catching Fire, Lost Years, Calico Joe, Crystal Gardens,

books you would enjoy listening to, please let us know and we’ll see
what we can do!

Our display cases are filled once again! Iner Joelson is sharing his
carving projects with us. It amazes me to look at all the pieces and
realize he started this hobby (or is it an obsession?) about five years
ago. I love the expressive faces he creates — especially on the animals.
Oh, and if you've ever wondered what’s hiding inside your golf ball,
come take a look!

Speaking of the display cases....our summer reading theme is
“Dream Big” and it focuses on the night time. One of the things we will
be talking about is nocturnal animals, which leads me to this question.
Do you have an owl collection that you would be willing to show off?
If so, please let us know!

and I guess this is just a rambling sort of day!
Stop at the library and check it out!

Upcoining Events :

April 23 @ 7:00 p.m. Book Club The Great Gatsby by F. Scott
Fitzgerald
April 24 @ 7:00 p.m. Travel to Washington D. C.
April 25" @ 6:00 p.m. Scrapbooking page of the Month
HOW’S THAT FOR A FUN-FILLED WEEK AT THE
LIBRARY?!

Stop at the library and chect it out!
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Witness, Betrayel, Unnatural Acts and Innocent. If you have ideas of

Thanks for your patience in getting to the end! My English teachers
would probably be horrified at my ramblings, but I write the way I talk

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
April 18, 2012

Over spring break a bunch of lucky L-M students (I was saying middle schoolers, but
whs corrected that some of them are 9th graders, so now I don’t know what to call
them...except lucky!) along with Mrs. Tate & parent chaperones toured our Nation’s
capital. I'm very envious of their experiences, so asked if they would share them at the
Library. They said yes! So plan to join us on Tuesday, April 24th at 7 pm and we can
travel to Washington D.C. vicariously through them!

I've got lots to tell you this week, so no fanfare here. New DVDs include: We Boug|
a Zoo, Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
The Great Gatsby and War Horse. New adult fiction includes: Calico Joe by John
Grisham, Blood Red Road by Moira Young, Carry the One by Carol Anshaw, Dolled
up for Murder by Jane Cleland, Defending Jacob by William Landay, The Lifeboat
by Charlotte Rogan and Come Home by Lisa Scottoline. We also got 10 paperback
copies of our most requested book - The Hunger Games. There are actually a couple
on the shelf right now! New adult nonfiction includes: Wild: from lost to found on the
Pacific Crest trail by Cheryl Strayed, India Becoming: a portrait of modern life in Indi:
by Akash Kapur, Making piece: 2 memoir of love, loss, and pie (yup, I'm a sucker for
anything about pie!) by Beth Howard and Soldier dogs: the untold story of America's
canine heroes by Maria Goodavage.

I got an e-mail this week from Mary Wegner, the State Librarian, asking if we woul
be one of 450 libraries nationwide including just 32 libraries in Iowa tofjoin the Edge
Initiative to help test technology benchmarks and indicators in America’s libraries. Th
national coalition includes the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the American Librar
Association Office of Information Technology Policy, and the International City/
County Management Association. Well, of course I immediately said yes! Imagine m;
surprise when about 10 minutes later I received a 75 page form I get to fill out along
with an invitation to a webinar to learn more about doing just that! This made me
wonder just what I'd gotten myself into. Well, the webinar made me realize this wasn’
as daunting as it first appeared. We will be answering questions on technology for staf
and patron use, and then answering questions about the clarity and ease of answering
these questions, so the coalition can revise these benchmarks as needed before releasing
this to the general library population. It’s fun to me that we were selected to be on the
ground floor of this project!

This month’s Book Club choice is The Great Gatsby by E. Scott Fitzgerald. This
classic is set in New York City during the times of WW1I & Prohibition. 'm ready to
dive into it now — I hope to have more time to read this week! We now have the DVD
starring Robert Redford, so after you're done with the book, you can watch the movie
compare the two. Join our discussion April 23rd at 7 pm.

Lots of scrapbookers must like parties! There are just two spots left, so if you want to
give it a try, call or stop at the Library soon - preregistration and payment are required
The cost for this month’s page is just $10! Were meeting at 6 pm on April 25th, a
Wednesday night this time. If you can’t join us that evening and would just like to bu
the materials, that’s fine too!

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

April 25, 2012
The Pogpas
We're starting to work on our plans for the summer and came across what we
think is a fun idea. Lego Days! This is what wed like to do: Designate a certain
day of the week as Lego Day. Every week we will break out the Legos and issue
a challenge such as machine, building, etc. Anyone (because you're never too old
to play with Legos!) or any. team can build a project that will be displayed for the
week. Then the next week we'll break them down and start all over again. OK,
now comes the fun part. WE NEED LEGOS! If you've got some sitting around
your house that youd be willing to donate to the Library, please drop them off,
or give us a call.

New fiction books this week include: By the Jowa Sea by Joe Blair, The Last
Boyfriend by Nora Roberts, Sunrise Point by Robyn Carr, Bitterblue by Kristin
Cashore, True Sisters by Sandra Dallas, Wind through the Keyhole by Stephen
King and Breaking News by Fern Michaels. Nonfiction includes: Confessions of
Scary Mommy by Jill Smokler and The Pioneer Woman Cooks: from my frontier by
Ree Drummond.

Remember that I told you the Library Foundation was going to be
purchasing CD Audiobooks instead of leasing them? Well, we got another
shipment of them this week. We have added the following recent best sellers to
our collection: Defending Jacob, What Doesn’t Kill You, Catching Fire, Lost Years,
Calico Joe, Crystal Gardens, Witness, Betrayal, Unnatural Acts and Innocent. If you
have ideas of books you would enjoy listening to, please let us know and we'll see
what we can do!

Our display cases are filled once again! Iner Joelson is sharing his carving
projects with us. It amazes me to look at all the pieces and realize he started this
hobby (or is it an obsession?) about five years ago. I love the expressive faces
he creates — especially on the animals. Oh, and if you've ever wondered whats
hiding inside your golf ball, come take a look!

Speaking of the display cases....our summer reading theme is “Dream Big”
and it focuses on the night time. One of the things we will be talking about
is nocturnal animals, which leads me to this question. Do you have an owl
collection that you would be willing to show off? If so, please let us know!

Thanks for your patience in getting to the end! My English teachers would
probably be horrified at my ramblings, but I write the way I talk and I guess this
is just a rambling sort of day!

Stop at the Library & Check it Ouz!
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Join us for a program featuring
Laurens Marathon Middle School
trip to Washington D.C.

7 pm, Tuesday,

April 24, 2012
Laurens Public Library

Washington D.C. Program

The Washington D.C. program at the Laurens Public Library started with a video made
by teacher Kelly Tate featuring pictures from all the sites they visited. The audience
seemed to really enjoy hearing from each of the students and getting their perspective
on the attractions seen on the recent middle school trip. L-M Student Weston Brazel

is shown here sharing his favorite part of the trip, the visit to Mount Vernon, George
Washington's home with it's view of the Potomac River. Thanks to these travelers for
sharing their experiences with us! i (7 € o pur. Moo Y 200

(.)n#

D.C. 3m30_._mm shared at Laurens Public Library =272,

The Washington D.C. Middle School Trip Presentation at the Laurens v-!.._o Library
on Tuesday, April 24, started with a video made by teacher Kelly Tate featuring pictures
from all the sites they visited. The audience seemed to really enjoy hearing from each
of the students and getting their perspective on the attractions seen on the recent
middle school trip. L-M student, Weston Brazel, is shown here sharing that his favorite
part of the trip was the visit to Mount Vernon, George Washington’s home with it’s view
of the Potomac River. Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.
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I have something new to add to last week's information about
our Lego program. I saw in the news that Reiman Gardens in
Ames will be featuring Lego sculptures this summer! Here's a
quote from their website, “As part of our 2012 “Some Assembly
Required” theme, the show is titled, “Nature Connects”, and the
sculptures are inspired by gardens and nature. They range in size
from six inches to nearly eight feet, with the largest sculpture,
a mother bison, made from 45,148 bricks.” Well, as soon as 1
saw this, I shot them an e-mail telling about our Lego Program
this summer and asking if they would donate admission tickets
as prizes. [ got an immediate reply that they would be happy
to. and two tickets came in the mail the next dayl We are still
looking for Legos, so go look in your closet for Legos to donate
to our Libraryl We are getting pretty excited about this summer
program!

New fiction books this week include: 11th Hour by James
Patterson, The Proposal by Mary Balough, Objects of my
Affection by Jill Smolinski, House of Velvet and Glass by
Katherine Howe, Eyes of Justice by Lis Wiechl, 50 Shades of
Grey Trilogy by E.L. James, Insurgent by Veronica Roth, First
Warm Evening of the Year by Jamie Saul. Just one new DVD
- Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol.

Next time you're up our way, take a look around. As part
of their Earth Day celebration LM teachers and high school
students did some clean up around town. It's amazing how fast
that work can get done when those strong young bodies do it
They picked up sticks and garbage in the City Park and around
the Library. They did some weeding around the City buildings,
including the Library and also that cute little flowerbed just
south of the Library. They also raked up our landscape rocks
that were trying to escape their border. Wow, does it look great!
We owe you a big thank you for making our little corner of the
earth look so much better!

Our book of choice this month is “Dying for Chocolate” by
Diane Mott Davidson. It's billed as a “cozy mystery” ~ just a
fun bit of escapism. Here's what our catalog has to say about
it, “When Goldy gets a cushy job as a caterer at a posh country
club, she thinks her life is finally starting to look up. Then the
local shrink she has been seeing drives his car into a bus, and
Goldy finds herself in a mystery that could get her and her son
killed.” There are yummy looking recipes scattered throughout
this book. We may have to have some treats on Monday, May 21,
when we meet to discuss it!

Just so you know, I did get my 75 page questionnaire for the
Edge Initative on Library Technology filled out. I had all the
informatfon gathered but was not looking forward to actually
entering it in the form. Well. the other day I gathered a half
package of Oreos (leftovers from our Washington D.C. program)
and a big cup of coffee and sat down to work on it. Before I
knew it the coffee and cookies were all gone and the form was
completed!

Stop at the library and check it outt

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
May 2, 2012

I have somerhing new to add to last week’s information about our Lego program. I
saw in the news that Reiman Gardens in Ames will be featuring Lego sculptures this
summer! Here’s a quote from their website, “As part of our 2012 “Some Assembly
Required” theme, the show is titled, “Nature Connects”, and the sculptures are inspired
by gardens and nature. They range in size from 6 inches to nearly 8 feet, with the largest
sculpture, a mother bison, made from 45,143 bricks.” Well, as soon as I saw this, I shot
them an e-mail telling about our Lego Program this summer and asking if they would
donate admission tickets as prizes. I got an immediate reply that they would be happy
to, and two tickets came in the mail the next day! We are still looking for Legos, so go
look in your closet for Legos to donate to our Library! We are getting pretty excited
about this summer program!

New fiction books this week include: 11th Hour by James Patterson, The Proposal
by Mary Balough, Objects of my Affection by Jill Smolinski, House of Velvet and Glass by
Katherine Howe, Eyes of Justice by Lis Wiehl, 50 Shades of Grey Trilogy by E.L. James,
Insurgent by Veronica Roth, First Warm Evening of the Year by Jamie Saul. Just one new
DVD — Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol.

Next time you're up our way, take a look around. As part of their Earth Day
celebration, L-M teachers and high school students did some clean up around town.
It's amazing how fast that work can get done when those strong young bodies do it!
They picked up sticks and garbage in the City Park and around the Library. They did
some weeding around the City buildings, including the Library and also that cute
little flowerbed just south of the Library. They also raked up our
landscape rocks that were trying to escape their border. Wow, does
it look great! We owe you a big thank you for making our litcle
corner of the earth look so much better!

Our book of choice this month is “Dying for Chocolate” by
Diane Mott Davidson. It’s billed as a “cozy mystery” — just a fun
bit of escapism. Here’s what our catalog has to say about it, “When
Goldy gets a cushy job as a caterer at a posh country club, she
thinks her life is finally starting to look up. Then the local shrink
she has been seeing drives his car into a bus, and Goldy finds herself
in a mystery that could get her and her son killed.” There are
yummy looking recipes scattered throughout this book. We may
have to have some treats on Monday, May 21st when we meet to
discuss it!

Just so you know, I did get my 75 page questionnaire for the
Edge Initiative on Library Technology filled out. I'had all the
information gathered but was not looking forward to actually
entering it in the form. Well, the other day I gathered a half

package of Oreos (leftovers from our Washington D.C. program)
and a big cup of coffee and sat down to work on it. Before I knew
it the coffee and cookies were all gone and the form was completed!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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Did you notice the work outside the Library? We are replacing
some broken sidewalk and extending it north to make room for
a bike rack. Hopefully this will alleviate the congestion at our
story times! It's a bit of a mess right now, but it will be wonderful
when it's done! This project is funded by your donations to the
Laurens Public Library Foundation. Thank you!

The Legos are starting to come in! Some Duplos too! If you
have some you'd be willing to donate, please drop them off at
the Library — we still need lots more! We're getting more ideas
by the day!

During our May Elementary Brown Bag Lunches we are
talking about dreams and what the kids might want to do
when they grow up: As they were looking for a book to check
out, one of the girls came up to me and said, “T might want to
be a librarian because I helped someone find a book and I'm
almost as tall as youll!” Really? a 2nd grader? Yup, she was
right. I might as well hire her, she’s clearly qualified! You don’t
suppose she's after my job. do you?

Our book of choice this month is “Dying for Chocolate” by
Diane Mott Davidson. It's billed as a “cozy mystery” - just a
fun bit of escapism. Here's what our catalog has to say about
it, “When Goldy gets a cushy job as a caterer at a posh country
club, she thinks her life is finally starting to look up. Then the
local shrink she has been seeing drives his car into a bus, and
Goldy finds herself in a mystery that could get her and her son
killed.” There are yummy looking recipes scattered throughout
this book. We may have to have some treats on Monday, May
21 when we meet to discuss it!

OK, the saga of the Edge Initiative continues. Last week I
filled out that 75 page form, hit submit and figured I wouldn't
hear much from them for awhile. 1 was wrong. Two days later
1 got an e-mail asking if I would talk to them about it in 2 phone
interview. (Remember one of the sponsoring organizations is
the Gates Foundation.) So of course I said yes! Well, we set up
a time and we had a great 45 minute discussion. The Laurens
Public Library is one of just 36 small/medium libraries in the
nation that they interviewed. How cool is that?! Well, at the
end of the interview she told me the results are being compiled
and we should have them by the end of May. (I was impressed
by the quick turnaround time!) They will compare our answers
to those of other small to medium size libraries across the
nation. In areas where we need improvement they will include
specific suggestions and links to websites. I think this will be
especially good if we want to offer computer classes. T'll update
you on this again soon! :

I just read through what I wrote and there sure are a lot of
exclamation points! I think I know why. I just found out I have
a new great-niece! I'm off to see her now!

Stop at the library and check it out!
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
May 9, 2012 i Pages

Did you notice the work outside the Library? We are replacing some broken sidewalk
and extending it north to make room for a bike rack. Hopefully this will alleviate the
congestion at our story times! It’s a bit of a mess right now, but it will be wonderful
when it's done! This project is funded by your donations to the Laurens Public
Library Foundation. Thank you!

The Legos are starting to come in! Some Duplos too! If you have some youd be
willing to donate, please drop them off at the Library — we still need lots more! We're
getting more ideas by the day!

During our May Elementary Brown Bag Lunches we are talking about dreams and
what the kids might want to do when they grow up: As they were looking for a book
to check out, one of the girls came up to me and said, "I might want to be a librarian
because I helped someone find a book and I'm almost as tall as you."!!! Really? a 2nd grader? Yup, she was right. I might as well hire her, she's clearly
qualified! You don’t suppose she’s after my job, do you?

Our book of choice this month is “Dying for Chocolate” by Diane Mott Davidson. Is billed as a “cozy mystery” — just a fun bit of escapism.
Here’s what our catalog has to say about it, “When Goldy gets a cushy job as a caterer ata posh country club, she thinks her life is finally starting
to look up. Then the local shrink she has been seeing drives his car into a bus, and Goldy finds herself in a mystery that could get her and her son
killed.” There are yummy looking recipes scattered throughout this book. We may have to have some treats on Monday, May 21st when we meet to
discuss it!

OK, the saga of the Edge Initiative continues. Last week I filled out that 75 page form, hit submit and figured I wouldn’t hear much from
them for awhile. Iwas wrong. Two days later I got an e-mail asking if I would talk to them about it in a phone interview. (Remember one of the
sponsoring organizations is the Gates Foundation.) So of course I said yes! Well, we set up a time and we had a great 45 minute discussion. The
Laurens Public Library is one of just 36 small/medium libraries in the nation that they interviewed. How cool is that?! Well, at the end of the
interview she told me the results are being compiled and we should have them by the end of May. (I was impressed by the quick turnaround time!)

- They will compare our answers to those of other small to medium size libraries across the nation. In areas where we need improvement they will
include specific suggestions and links to websites. I think this will be especially good if we want to offer computer classes. T'll update you on this
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again soon! . Ci k,v//\.v
I just read through what I wrote and there sure are a lot of exclamation points! I think I know why. I just found out I have a new great niece!

I’m off to see her now!

New Bike Rack! The Poper

The Laurens Public Library's new bike rack arrived, just in time for summer!
Austin Seiler was the first to use it and reports that it works just fine! This

will hopefully relieve some of the congestion during our Summer Reading and
sther programs at the Library. This project was paid for by your donations to
‘he Laurens Public Library Foundation. Thanks to the Laurens City Crew for
-aking care of the "some assembly required”!

Courtney Post and Ciri Gunnarson.

IBRARY 4

New walkway to learning L ow—roe 5un
Demolition began in front of the Laurens Public Library
on Friday of the old sidewalk in fromnt. A new sidewalk
will be poured, extending further north to make room
for a new bike rack to help ease congestion during story
hour. This project is being funded by donations from the
Laurens Public Library Foundation. Pictured are (I-r) Josh
Gunnarson, Pat Bouska and Don Fuchs in the skid steer.
Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder. /(5 -

Emily Walker, Megan Dvorak, Justin DaSilva, Tyler Stockwell, and
Ben Fuchs.




Elizobeth Eunneberg So-may Sione . Kyl
wWitnhold, OB&..ODD&:G. haunit ‘Fleischd ceser

.ﬂ. Y

T

Logon Oavis. Shaunit Fieisehfresser, Somey
Blone. Kylie Witnhol. Lyla Bailey |

Glunda 1ds @gao

| vor,i.o_) Ro

Lyla Bailey

pg

3

Alyssa Kiunz, Elizabeth Runneberg, w?u.é:;
Roling ¢ Shaunie Fleisch Fresser

‘ o,
sdocles Olbour moms (ead Koy

Clenda Mu\der



12obeth Bumitherg. Sovamah Fonde,
ushn Seiles, Tagden Teep, R.uﬂ.okuﬁ,e(
LLaonden Tale 39._2.)& Clurdo

wwiw laurenspubliclibrary.com
May 16, 2012

I have a fun program for you to get on your calendars. On

Tuesday. June 12 at 7:00 p.m.. former L-M teacher, Dick Hawes,

L 1, ¥ M,”m %.a%mm:. ,.\nwn.sm_m? ﬁ.m .E._a.xwmm will tell the stories related by
h S great-grandiather who, as a whaler, went on four vo:

39\') Sowba —)Lb..)@ Kds wih cosrds Mw,.swmc&oﬁﬂ_ Mass., in the middle 1800's. The E:m_a_w.mwmnwm:uh.%“

- ick’s grandmother) lived in the hous i
Termnte gmr»\&.’g. Eag?._ nfvs zgr? many ﬁwmc,,.., of Ecx_ﬁym when he M.Mm uwmwnmmmﬁ__... HMM._.MMO»WM”-”“_M
—l~ _ N P‘gﬂﬂ gr}j&b? Dick has visited the whaling sites and researched more Emnoam
He will also display artifacts during his talk.

Oh., our new sidewalk is wonderfull No more trip hazard! It also is
abit wider to make room for a bike rack which should be delivered
any day - just in time for Summer Readingl! This project is funded
by your donations to the Laurens Public Library Foundation. So
thank vou! i '

Speaking of Summer Reading, . This vear's theme is “Dream Big"
and features dreams and oiber night time adventures. Nancy, our

librarian, has been busy making all kinds of fun plans.

13 Library will be the place to be on Tuesday afternoons

g June 128 We've got the Blank Park Zoo coming to

¢ 19. Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be on June 26", then

tsame alternoon there will be a shadow puppet workshop

¢ kids! We'll let you know more about all these things
=
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M. ay 1 6, 2012 l—\JP b ; We *::_::4 cct our large print copy of “Cutting for Stone”
gn i . that hac ckordered for some {ime.

I have a fun program for you to get on your calendars. On Tuesday, June 12¢th at 7 p.m., former L-M teacher, Dick Hawes will present, “A As @ memori g G:“J,L ice by cmww mﬁm{ Ow::ﬁmbﬂﬂwn—.ﬂmnﬂn

Whale of a Tale.” He will tell the stories related by his great grandfather who, as a whaler, went on four voyages out of New Bedford, MA in I discovered a while back that our Siephen King collection was

1g 4 few books from his Dark Tower seres, so when I heard
- was one of Sue Richardson’s favorite authors 1 knew that
¢ this sel would make the perfect memorial from Lorin
soure a Slephen King fan, come check them out!

- hook club is creeping up on me again! We moved it up
. May 21 because of the Memortal Day holiday.
and I'm sticking (0 it. The book is .‘.Uua:m for
2y Diane Mot Davidson. L hear it's a fast read, so that's
| ng recipes scattered throughout
.« Wemay have to have some treats on when we meet to

the middle 1800's. The whaler’s daughter (Dick’s grandmother) lived in the household with Dick so he heard many tales of whaling when he
was a youngster. Since that time, Dick has visited the whaling sites and researched more history. He will also display artifacts during his talk.

Oh, our new sidewalk is wonderful! No more trip hazard! It also is a bit wider-to make room for a bike rack which should be delivered
any day — just in time for Summer Reading! This project is funded by your donations to the Laurens Public Library Foundation. So, thank
you!

Speaking of Summer Reading. .. This year’s theme is “Dream Big” and features dreams and other night time advencures. Nancy, our
children’s librarian, has been busy making all kinds of fun plans. The Laurens Library will be the place to be on Tuesday afternoons at 1:30
starting June 12ch! We've got the Blank Park Zoo coming to visit June 19th. Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be on June 26th, then later that
same afternoon there will be a shadow puppet workshop for the older kids! We'll let you know mote about all these things as they come closer.

We finally received our large print copy of “Custing for Stone” that had been backordered for some time. It was purchased as a memorial
for Gloria Grice by Bob & Connie Dallenbach. I discovered a while back that our Stephen King collection was missing a few books from
his Dark Tower series, so when I heard the he was one of Sue Richardson’s favorite authors, I knew that completing this set would make the
perfect memorial from Lorin & me. If you're a Stephen King fan, come check them out!

Oh my, book club is creeping up on me again! We moved it up a week to Monday, May 21st because of the Memorial Day holiday. Thats
my excuse and I'm sticking to it. The book is “Dying for Chocolate” by Diane Mott Davidson. I hear its a fast read, so that’s good! There are
delicious looking recipes scattered throughout this book. We may have to have some treats on hand when we meet to discuss it!

»

Coming Events!
ok Club for Chocolate”

2 "A Whale of & Tale” with Dick Hawes

* 19 “Amazing Adaptations™ with Blank Park Zoo
s Eulenspicgel Puppet Show

* 26 Shadow Puppet Workshopl

Stop at the library and check it out!
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[n honor of the Memorial Day Holiday,
e Library will be closed for 3 days this
eekend - May 26-28. Stop in early to
ake sure you have plenty of books and

movies to get you through the weekend!

Because our scrapbookers have crazy
summer schedules, the Page of the
IMonth will be going on hiatus until Fall.

€l be sure to let you know when were
Starting up again.

I've got lots of new materials to tell
you about! In adult fiction we have
eceived: The Storm by Clive Cussler,
Road to Grace by Richard Paul Evans,
Afiaid 1o Die by Lisa Jackson, Missing

hild by Patrick MacDonald, Don

ver Get Old by Daniel Friedman, So

ar Away by Meg Moore, The Watchers
by Jon Steele, Last Call for the Living by

eter Farris, Lucky Dog Matchmaking

ervice by Beth Kendrick, A Gift for my
Sister by Ann Pearlman, Cottage at Glass
Beach by Heather Barbieri, Beautiful
Sacrifice by Elizabeth Lowell and Stolen
Prey by John Sandford. In nonfiction

e got Both of Us: My life with Farrah by
Ryan O'Neal and My Extraordinary Life
by Sissy Spacek. New DVDs are Joyfiul

loise, New Year's Eve, The Vow and The

enesis Code.

Dave and Jan Evans donated the
ook Commissioned in Combat : A

ombat Infantryman in the Pacific, WWII
honor of Ralph (Bud) Reining’s 90th
irthday. Bud came in this week and
ecked out the book. He was back -
e next day & told us that he couldn’t
out it down. He says the book was
ery accurate and closely followed his
xperiences in the 574th Tank Battalion

in the Pacific Theater. So, I guess I'd
have to say this book comes highly
recommended by a local reader!

Another new book of local interest
was donated by it’s author, Dr. Everest B.
Pannkuk, Jr. “A Hunter’s Heritage” tells
the tales of many hunts and is enhanced
by it's many photos.

Ruth Steinkoenig has an itch to
get something new at our Library — a
monthly writer’s group! No experience
necessary! We're still working on pinning
down a name (maybe The Write Stuff,
Scriptease, Just Write...or maybe
something else entirely — what do you
think?) We're also working on a time
to meet. If you're interested in this,
please give us your input! Ill share more
details when we get a few more things
pinned (or should that be penned?)
down!

Are you keeping the evening of
June 12th open? I sure am! I’m looking
forward to hearing “A Whale of a Tale”
by former L-M teacher, Dick Hawes.

More on that later too, just wanted to
remind you!

The other thing to remind you of is
Summer Reading. As in years past, we
will start the week after Bible School.
That brings us to Tuesday, June 12 as
our start date. These sessions will be
at 1:30 p.m. throughout the summer.
No registration is necessary, so if you
have visitors, please encourage them
to join us. Two of these Tuesdays will
have special performances: Blank Park
Zoo is coming to visit June 19th and
Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be here
on June 26th. The theme is “Dream
Big” and let me tell you, we have been!

In June our Book Club will be
reading Mitch Albom's “The Five People
You Meet in Heaven.” I read this book
when it first came out but am looking
forward to reading it again! Join our
discussion Monday, June 25th at 7
p.m.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

" www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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In honor of the Memorial Day Holiday, the Library will be closed for 3
days this weekend - May 26-28. Stop in early to make sure you have
plenty of books & movies to get you through the weekend!

Because our scrapbookers have

crazy summer schedules the Page

of the Month will be going on hiatus until.Fall. We'll be sure to let you

know when we're starting up again.
I've got lots of new materials to tell you In
have received: The Storm by Clive Cussler, .nh“? Grace by Richard
Paul Evans, Afraid to Die by Lisa Jackson,
MacDonald, Don’t Ever Get Old by Daniel Friedman, So Far Away
by Meg Moore, The Watchers by Jon Steele, Last Call for the Living
by Peter Farris, Lucky Dog Matchmaking Service by Beth Kendrick,
A Gift for my Sister by Ann Pearlman, Cottage at Glass Beach by

o

about! In‘adult fiction we

ing Child by Patrick

sy S oo v y

Last brown bag lunch for the year | ouvrens Sun
Bonnie McKewon from Iowa Library Services was passing through Laurems last
Tuesday. Being the good sport that she is, slie agreed to join the L-M 5th graders for

. their last ever Elementary Brown Bag Lunch at the Laurens Public Library! Thanks to

the fabulous LM cooks for packing lunches once a month for our 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th
graders to come to the Library to eat!

This month we introduced this year's summer Reading theme, “Dream Big, READ}”
Everyone enjoyed Al Yamkovich's book “When I Grow Up” and shared their curremt
dream of what they might like to do when they grow up. Then we learned a little bit
about what certain elements of our dreams may mean - did you know that if you dream
of spiders it means good fortune is coming your way?! You just never know what you
can learn when you visit the Library! Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.

Heather Barbieri, Beautiful Sacrifice by Elizabeth Lowell and Stolen
Prey by John Sandford. In nonfiction we got Both of Us: My life with
Farrah by Ryan O'Neal and My Extraordinary Life by Sissy Spacek.
New DVDs are Joyful Noise, New Year’s Eve, The Vow and The
Genesis Code.

Dave and Jan Evans donated the book Commissioned in Combat
: A Combat Infantryman In the Pacific, WWII in honor of Ralph (Bud)
Reining’s 90" birthday. Bud came in this week and checked out the book,
He was back the next day & told us that he couldn't put it down. He says
the book was very accurate and closely followed his experiences in the
574" Tank Battalion in the Pacific Theater. So, | guess I'd have to say
this book comes highly recommended by a local reader!

Another new book of local interest was donated by it's author, Dr.
Everett B. Pannkuk, Jr. ‘A Hunter's Heritage” tells the tales of many
hunts and is enhanced by it's many photos.

. Ruth Steinkoenig has an itch to get something new at our Library - a
| monthly writer's group! No experience necessary! We're still working on
pinning down a name (maybe The Write Stuff, Scriptease, Just Write. ..
or maybe something else entirely — what do you think?) We're also
working on a time to meet. If you're interested in this, please give us
your input! F'll share more details when we get a few mare things pinned
(or should that be penned?) down!

Are you keeping the evening of June 12 open? | sure am! I'm looking
forward to hearing “A Whale of a Tale" by former L-M teacher, Dick
Hawes. More on that tater too, just wanted to remind youl

The other thing to remind you of is Summer Reading. As in years
past, we will start the week after Bible School. That brings us to
Tuesday, June 12 as our start date. These sessions will be at 1:30 p.m.
throughout the summer. No registration is necessary, so If you have
visitors please encourage them to join us. Two of these Tuesdays will
have special performances: Blank Park Zoo is coming to visit June 19
and Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be here on June 26, The theme is
“Dream Big® and let me tell you, we have been!

In June our Book Club will be reading Mitch Albom’s “The Five
People You Meet in Heaven.” | read this book when it first came out
but am looking forward to reading it again! Join our discussion Monday,
June 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Last Brown Bag Lunch at the Library

Bonnie McKewon from Towa Library Services was passing through
Laurens last Tuesday. Being the good sport that she is, she agreed to join
the L-M Sth graders for their last ever Elementary Brown Bag Lunch at
the Laurens Public Library! Thanks to the fabulous LM cooks for packing
lunches once a month for our 2nd, 3rd, 4th & Sth graders to come to the
Library to eat!

This month we introduced this year’s summer Reading theme, “Dream
Big, READ!” Everyone enjoyed Al Yankovich’s book “When I Grow Up”
and shared their current dream of what they might like to do when they
grow up. Then we learned a little bit about what certain elements of our
dreams may mean — did you know that if you dream of spiders it means
good fortune is coming your way?! You just never know what you can
learn when you visit the Library!
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of the best times for them to read?!

know what magazines you would like to check out from our library!

are left in our oceans.

new bulletin boards and decorated the front window. Thanks! —

of their program is

how animals are adapred to their habitats and
why these adaptations are important for their
survival in the wild. Our dreams are a reality
for these animals!” Eulenspiegel Puppet Show
will be here on June 26th — more on that
later! Afcer chac we'll just see what Nancy, our
children’s librarian has dreamc up!
In June our Book Club will be reading
Micch Albom's “The Five People You Meet in
eaven.” In this book Eddie, an elderly man
ho believes that he had an uninspired life,
wakens in the afterlife, where he discovers
hat heaven consists of having five people
xplain the meaning of one's life. Whac
thought provoking book! I'm looking
orward to reading i again! Pick up a copy
t the Library and plan to join our discussion
onday, June 25th at 7 p.m.
Just one more thing to tell you — we just
ot a box of 25 large print mysteries. If that’s
our thing, stop & see us!
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In honor of the Memorial Day Hollday, the Library will be closed for 3
ys this weekend - May 26-28. Stop in early to make sure you have

lenty of books & movies to get you through the weekend!

Because our scrapbookers have crazy summer schedules the Page

ﬁ_Sm Month will be going on hiatus until Fail. We'll be sure to let you
ow when we're starting up again. &

I've got lots of new materials to fell-you about! In- adult fiction we
Ve received: The Storm by Clive Cussler, Road fo Gracs by Richard
ul Evans, Afraid fo Die by Lisa Jackson, Missing Child by Patrick

lacDonald, Don‘t Ever Get Old by Daniel Friedman, So Far Away
Meg Moore, The Watchers by Jon Steele, Last Call for the Living
Peter Farris, Lucky Dog Matchmaking Service by Beth Kendrick,

Gift for my Sister by Ann Peariman, Cottage at Glass Beach by
eather Barbieri, Beautiful Sacrifice by Elizabeth Lowell and Stolen
rey by John Sandford. In nonfiction we got Both of Us: My life with
arrah by Ryan O'Neal and My Extraordinary Life by Sissy Spacek.
lew DVDs are Joyful Noise, New Year’s Eve, The Vow and The
enesis Code,

Dave and Jan Evans donated the book Commissioned in Combat
A Combat Infantryman in the Pacific, WWIl in honor of Ralph (Bud)
eining’s 90" birthday. Bud came in this week and checked out the book.
e was back the next day & told us that he couldn’t putit down. He says
e book was very accurate and closely followed his experiences in the
74" Tank Battalion in the Pacific Theater. So, | guess I'd have to say
is book comes highly recommended by a local reader!

Another new book of local interest was donated by i's author, Dr.
verett B. Pannkuk, Jr. “A Hunter's Heritage” fells the tales of many
unts and is enhanced by it's many photos.

Ruth Steinkoenig has an itch to get something new at our Library - a
onthly writer’s group! No experience necessary! We're still working on
nning down a name (maybe The Write Stuff, Scriptease, Just Wiite...
' maybe something else entirely — what do you think?) We're also
o_i.:m on a time to meet. If you're interested in this, please give us
ur input! I'l share more details when we get a few more things pinned
r should that be penned?) down!

Are you keeping the evening of June 12 open? | sure am! I'm looking

ward to hearing ‘A Whale of a Tale” by former L-M teacher, Dick

awes. More on that later too, just wanted to remind youl

The other thing to remind you of is Summer Reading. As in years

st, we will start the week after Bible School. That brings us to

esday, June 12 as our start date. These sessions will be at 1:30 p.m.

B:n:os the summer. No registration is necessary, so if you have

itors please encourage them to join us. Two of these Tuesdays will

ve special performances: Blank Park Zoo is coming to visit June 19

d Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be here on June 26. The theme is

ream Big” and let me tell you, we have been!

n June our Book Club will be reading Mitch Albom’s “The Five
ople You Meet in Heaven.” | read this book when it first came out
am looking forward to reading it again! Join our discussion Monday,
e 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Coming Events!

:00 p.m. June 12 “A Whale of a Tale’ with Dick Hawes

:30 p.m. June 19 “Amazing Adaptations” with Blank Park Zoo

:30 p.m. June 26 Eulenspiegel Puppet Show

:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop!

:00 p.m. Monday, June 25 Book Club “ The Five People You Meet

leaven

Stop at the library and check it out!

OK, now that Memorial Day has passed and school is out, it’s officially summer! Yippee! What will you be reading this summer? As the
weather heats up, my interests usually tend to the little bit lighter, beach reads — and we’ve got a lot of interesting looking ones to choose from!
I have challenged myself to read at least 5 books a month — and that at least one of those should be a nonfiction selection. We'll see how that
goes. These reading goals came up when I was talking to the middle schoolers about reading throughout the year. Some of them looked ar
me like [ had horns growing out of my head when I told them they should keep reading in the summer. Silly kids,

don’t they know that’s one

[ was comparing our library statistics to other Iowa libraries of the same size the other day. I'm happy to report that we are in the upper
tier in almost all categories. One place where I see room for improvement is our magazine circulation. Did you know LPL subscribes to over
60 magazines and newspapers? The newest issues can be checked out overnight, the past issues for 2 weeks. Well, a lot of the other libraries
circulations were higher than ours, but they also subscribed to more magazines. So, we're thinking of adding a few new ticles. Please let us

June 12th will be here before we know it. At 7 p.m. former L-M teacher, Dick Hawes will present “A Whale of a Tale.” He will tell the
stories related by his great grandfacher who, as a whaler, went on four voyages out of New Bedford, MA in the middle 1800’. The whaler’s
daughrer (Dick’s grandmother) lived in the household with Dick so he heard many tales of whaling when he was a youngster. Since that time,
Dick has visited whaling sites and researched more history. These days his connection to whaling is more related to preserving the whales that

We are starting to “Dream Big, READ!” for Summer Reading. The L-M May Term Volunteerism class really went to work and purt up our
You did a great job! As in years past, we will start the week after Bible School
- 50 June 12 is our start date. These sessions will be at 1:30 throughout the summer. No registration is necessary,
encourage them to join us. Two of these Tuesdays will have special performances. Blank Park Zoo is coming to visit June 19th. The theme
“Amazing Adaprations” and this is what they have to say about it, “Have you ever dreamt of having the same abilities as
animals — being able to fly silently, swim at greac speeds, or climb trees with case? In this fun and interactive program, children will learn

so if you have visitors please

At the __m.,@..w..w
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OK, now that Memorial Day has passed and school is out,

it's officially summer! Yippee! What will you be reading this |

summer? As the weather heats up, my interests usually tend to
the little bit lighter, beach reads - and we've got a lot of interesting
looking ones to choose from! I have challenged myself to read at

least five books a month - and that at least one of those should

be a nonfiction selection. We'll see how that goes. These reading

goals came up when | was talking to the middle schoolers about |
reading throughout the year. Some of them looked at me like ]
had herns growing out of my head when I told them they should

kkeep reading in the summer. Silly kids, don't they know that's
one of the best times for them to read?!

I was comparing our library statistics to other lowa libraries
the same size the other day. I'm happy to report that we are
in the upper tier in almost all categories. One place where I
see room for improvement is our magazine circulation. Did you
Iknow LPL subscribes to over 60 magazines and newspapers?

The newest issues can be checked out overnight, the past issues |

for two weeks. Well, a lot of the other libraries circulations were
higher than ours, but they also subscribed to more magazines.
So, we're thinking of adding a few new titles. Please let us know
what magazines you would like to check out from our libraryt

June 12, will be here before we know it. At 7:00 p.m. former
L-M teacher, Dick Hawes will present “A Whale of a Tale.” He will
tell the stories related by his great grandfather who, as a whaler,
went on four voyages out of New Bedford, Mass., in the middle
1800's. The whaler’s daughter (Dick’s grandmother) lived in the
household with Dick so he heard many tales of whaling when
he was a youngster. Since that time, Dick has visited whaling
sites and researched more history. These days his connection to
whaling is more related to preserving the whales that are left in
our oceans.

-We are starting to “Dream Big, READI" for Summer Reading,
The L-M May Term Volunteerism class really went to work and
put up our new bulletin boards and decorated the front window.
Thanks! - You did a great jobl As in years past, we will start
the week after Bible School - so June 12, is our start date.
These sessions will be at 1:30 p.m. throughout the summer.
No registration is necessary, so if you have visitors please
encourage them to join us. Two of these Tuesdays will have
special performances. Blank Park Zoo is coming to visit June
19. The theme of their program is “Amazing Adaptations” and
this is what they have to say about it, “Have you ever dreamt of
having the same abilities as animals ~ being able to fly silently,
swim at great speeds, or climb trees with ease? In this fun and
interactive program, children will learn how animals are adapted
to their habitats and why these adaptations are important for
their survival in the wild. Our dreams are a reality for these
animals!” Eulenspiegel Puppet Show will be here on June 26
- more on that later! After that we'll just see what Nancy, our
children’s librarian has dreamt upt

In June our Book Club will be reading Miteh Albom’s “The
Five People You Meet in Heaven.” In this book Eddie, an elderly
man who believes that he had an uninspired life, awakens in
the afterlife, where he discovers that heaven consists of having
five people explain the meaning of one’s life. What a thought
provoking book! I'm looking forward to reading it again! Pick up
a copy at the Library and plan to join our discussion Monday,
June 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Just one more thing to tell you - we just got a box of 25 large
print mysteries. If that's your thing, stop & see ust

Coming Events!
1:30 p.m. June 12 Summer Reading begins! “Dream Big, READI"
7:00 p.m. June 12 “A Whale of a Tale" with Dick Hawes
1:30 p.m. June 19 “Amazing Adaptations” with Blank Park Zoo
1:30 p.m. June 26 Bulenspicgel Puppet Show
3:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop!
7:00 p.m. June 25 Book Club “The Five People You Meet in Heaven”

Stop at the library and check it out!

—Riaasce I itrle Paner In Thwn!

join our discussion Monday, June
25th at 7 p.m.

Speaking of audiobooks....have
you downloaded any free ones from
WILBOR? There’s a link on the
Library’s webpage to this FREE
source of audiobooks and e-books
that are available to our patrons.

Tuesday, June 19
1:30 p.m. - “Amazing Adaptations”
with Blank Park Zoo

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
June 6, 2012

Monday, June 25

7:00 p.m. - Book Club “The Five
People You Meet in Heaven”

Do you ever wonder what people are
doing after they leave Laurens? dra.\n_r
when Dick & Bonnie Hawes retired

from teaching at LM they moved to There are great tutorials in the Tuesday, June 26

the Lakes. When I heard through “Help” section for whatever type 1:30 p.m. - Eulenspiegel Puppet
my Questers group that Dick was of device you have. Stop in to the Show

giving a program on whaling, I Library if you have any questions or 3:00 p.m. - Shadow Puppet
thought this would be interesting need to know your Library number. Workshop!

and also a good chance to get caught

up with this great couple! Join us at Monday, July 9

Coming Events!
Tuesday, June 12
1:30 p.m. - Summer Reading begins!

7 p.m. June 12th for “A Whale of a
Tale.” He will share the family lore of

7:00 pm Writers' Club

his great grandfather’s four whaling “Dream Big P %NQN atthe Li ?s&wu\ &
voyages out of New Bedford, MA 01 M.>H [m/x\; rrh_ £ Tole” with " : ;
in the middle 1800’s. I hear thar the 700 pernz aieoba-la e Wil Check it Out!

Dick Hawes

Hawes have visited whaling sites

and researched more history. If you
remember Dick at all, you know he'll
have great information to share!

Our Kids Summer Reading
Program, “Dream Big” starts June
12th at 1:30. We will be doing fun
things for ALL age groups this year.
Check back next week for more
details!

My sister has long been a fan
of audiobooks. I'm going on a bit
of a road trip with her, so it seems
like a great time to try one. I think
we'll start with our June Book Club
selection, Mitch Albom’s “The Five
People You Meet in Heaven.” We have
quite a few books available, so pick
up a copy at the Library and plan to

Com

June 6, 2012

Do you ever wonder what people are doing after they leave
Laurens? Well, when Dick & Bonnie Hawes retired from
teaching at LM they moved to the Lakes. When I heard through
my Questers group that Dick was giving a program on whaling, 1
thought this would be interesting and also a good chance to get
caught up with this great couplel Join us at 7:00 p.m. June 12
for “A Whale of a Tale.” He will share the family lore of his great
grandfather’s four whaling voyages out of New Bedford, Mass.,
in the middle 1800's. I hear that the Hawes have visited whaling
sites and researched more history. If you remember Dick at all,
you know he'll have great information to share!

Our Kids Summer Reading Program, “Dream Big" starts June
12 at 1:30 p.m. We will be doing fun things for ALL age groups
this year. Check back next week for more details!

My sister has long been a fan of audiobooks. 'm going on a
bit of a road trip with her, so it seems like a great time to try
one. I think we'll start with our June Book Club selection, Mitch
Albom’s “The Five People You Meet in Heaven.” We have quite
a few books available, so pick up a copy at the Library and plan
to join our discussion Monday, June 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Speaking of audiobooks....have you downloaded any free ones
from WILBOR? There's a link on the Library’s webpage to this
FREE source of audiobooks and e-books that are available to
our patrons. There are great tutorials in the “Help” section for
whatever type of device you have. Stop in to the Library if you
have any questions or need to know your Library number.

Coming Events!

1:30 p.m. June 12 Summer Reading
READ!”

7:00 p.m. June 12 “A Whale of a Tale” with Dick Hawes
% 1:30 p.m. June 19 “Amazing Adaptations” with Blank Park

00

1:30 p.m. June 26 Eulenspiegel Puppet Show

3:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop!

7:00 p.m. June 25 Book Club “The Five People You Meet in
Heaven”

7:00 p.m. July 9 Writers' Club

Stop at the library and check it out!

begins! “Dream Big,

At the Library
June 13, 2012

Glenda was out of the library this past week for a much deserved vacation. In her absence, she decided that the remaining librarians
would each write something about what they are doing for summer fun at the library and what they are reading,

Nancy: Nancy is reading “ True Sisters” by Sandra Dallas, a story based on the Mormon walking trail from Jowa City to Salt Lake City.
If you've enjoyed past Sandra Dallas novels or historical fiction, you'll love this one. She couldn’t put it down. Waiting on her nightstand
to be read is “The Road to Grace” by Richard Paul Evans, book 3 in The Walk series.

Dream Big — READ! got off to a great start with our week one theme of Dreams & Wishes. Remember what you wanted to be when
you grew up? What dream is still on your list to be accomplished? Nancy always wanted to work around books as a kid.....that dream is
accomplished...but she’s still waiting to fulfill the dream of owning her own horse. Kids, and parents, come join us on Tuesday, June 19th
at 1:30pm when the Blank Park Zoo visits with some of their nocturnal animals. Hope to see you there!

Mary: In the early spring when Connie Dallenbach presented her Laura Ingalls Wilder program at our library, I was inspired to begin
reading Laura’s books. I remember reading one or two of them as a child, but I've never read them in chronological order, as I am now.
I'm thoroughly enjoying traveling back in time to an era in our history that has always intrigued me. Laura’s stories are heartwarming, and
[ think her writing style is delightful. One of my favorites so far is The Long Winter. Laura’s accounts of what she and her family were able
to endure are truly amazing!

I was excited to see that our library has 54 books, covering the span of reading levels, written by or abourt Laura Ingalls Wilder and her
family. These range from easy reading books that are excerpts from her “Little House” books, to a cookbook, a songbook, biographies,
and, of course, all of the “Little House” books. One book that has me curious is Wendy McClure’s The Wilder Life: My Adventures in the
Lost World of Little House on the Prairie. I'll be sure to read that one!

Are you a LEGO-fanatic? Let me tell you about our super-cool weekly LEGO Mania Challenge! Starting June 14th, you can come into
the library at 1:30 each Thursday and create a masterpiece with LEGOs. Each week there will be a challenge theme, and your creation
must follow the theme for the week. For each creation completed, your name will be entered in a drawing to win a chance to see the
LEGO “Nature Connects” display at Reiman Gardens in Ames (more on this below). We have two tickets to give away, and each admits
one adult or two children.

Our LEGO fun is open to people of all ages. If your LEGO creation requires teamwork, the name of each person on the team will
be entered in the drawing. Photos of the masterpicces will be on display at the library. If you can’t make it to the library on Thursday, no
worries! You can come in any time before the next Thursday to build your prize piece.

Now a little more about the “Nature Connects” display. It opened April 14th and will continue through Sunday, October 28th.
Reiman Gardens is the first public garden in the U.S. to display sculptures made from LEGOs. The 14 displays include 27 sculptures
built from nearly 500,000 LEGOs! The sculptures, inspired by nature and gardens, range in size from 6 inches to nearly 8 feet. The
sculptor, Sean Kenney, is based out of New York, and is one of only eleven LEGO Certified Builders in the world, authorized by LEGO
to build on their behalf.

Who knows? Maybe you too can become a LEGO Certified Builder. Come into the library and release your inner LEGO maniac!

Deb: For the adults, we will be doing “Between the Covers BINGO”. “Between the Covers” is the theme for the adult summer
reading program. Come into the library and pick up a BINGO card. We will be challenging you to read different genre. Come read,
have fun playing BINGO and win a prize for a completed BINGO.

Another fun event to look forward to,
I have read a lot of really good books this spring/summer, but my favorite so far is Lone Wolf by Jodi Picoult. Other recommended books
are The Cove by Ron Rash, One Moment, One Morning by Sarah Rayner, Home Front by Kristin Hannah, Tiesday Night Miracles by Kris
Radsen and I just started Litzle Night by Louanne Rice and So Far Away by Meg Mitchell Moore.

Coming Events!
1:30 p.m. June 14 LEGO Mania Challenge
1:30 p.m. June 19 ‘Amazing Adaptations” with Blank Park Zoo
1:30 p.m. June 21 LEGO Mania Challenge
7:00 p.m. June 25 Book Club “The Five People You Meet in Heaven”
1:30 p.m. June 26 Eulenspiegel Puppet Show
3:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop
1:30 p.m. June 28 LEGO Mania Challenge

is a fire fly night story time. Plans are in the making, but I guarantee it will be a blast.
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Dick Hawes really did tell over 50 of us “A Whale
of a Tale” ar the Laurens Public Library! He
is shown here with a picture of his ancestors,
many of whom worked on whaling ships out of
New England in the mid 1800%s. In addition
to sharing anecdotes about whaling, Dick also
shared facts abour the whales themselves. Did
you know a Blue Whale’s heart is as big as a VW?2!
Thanks to Mr. Hawes for volunteering his
time and knowledge! We had a whale of a good
time!
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Glenda was out of the library this past week for a much
deserved vacation. In her absence, she decided that the remaining
librarians would each write something about what they are doing
for summer fun at the library and what they are reading.

Nancy: Nancy is reading “True Sisters” by Sandra Dallas,
a story based on the Mormon walking trail from Iowa City to
Salt Lake City. If you've enjoyed past Sandra Dallas novels or
historical fiction, you'll love this one. She couldn’t put it down.
Waiting on her nightsiand to be read is “The Road to Grace” by
Richard Paul Evans, book 3 in The Walk series.

Dream Big - READ! got off to a great start with our week
one theme of Dreams & Wishes. Remember what you wanted
to be when you grew up? What dream is still on your list to be
accomplished? Namncy always wanted to work around books as a
kid.....that dream is accomplished...but she's still waiting to fulfill
the dream of owning her own horse. Kids, and parents, come join
us on Tuesday, June 19 at 1:30pm when the Blank Park Zoo
vigits with some of their nocturnal animals. Hope to see you there!

Mary: In the early spring when Connie Dallenbach presented
her Laura Ingalls Wilder program at our library, I was inspired to
begin reading Laura’s books. I remember reading one or two of
them as a child, but I've never read them in chronological order,
as [ am now. I'm thoroughly enjoying traveling back in time to an
era in our history that has always intrigued me. Laura's stories
are heartwarming, and I think her writing style is delightful. One
of my favorites so far is The Long Winter. Laura's accounts of
what she and her family were able to endure are truly amazing}

I was excited to see that our library has 54 books, covering the
span of reading levels, written by or about Laura Ingalls Wilder
and her family. These range from easy reading books that are
excerpts from her “Little House” books, to a cookbook, a songbook,
biographies, and, of course, all of the “Little House" books. One
book that has me curious is Wendy McClure's The Wilder Life: My
Adventures in the Lost World of Little House on the Prairie. I'll be
sure to read that one!

Are you a LEGO-fanatic? Let me tell you about our super-cool
weekly LEGO Mania Challenge! Starting June 14, you can come
into the library at 1:30 each Thursday and create a masterpiece
with LEGOs. Each week there will be a challenge theme, and your
creation must follow the theme for the week. For each creation
completed, your name will be entered in a drawing to win a chance
to see the LEGO “Nature Connects” display at Reiman Gardens in
Ames (more on this below). We have two tickets to give away, and
each admits one adult or two children.

Our LEGO fun is open to people of all ages. If your LEGO
creation requires teamwork, the name of each person on the team
will be entered in the drawing. Photos of the masterpieces will
be on display at the library. If you can't make it to the library on
Thursday, no worries! You can come in any time before the next
Thursday to build your prize piece.

Now a little more about the “Nature Connects” display. It opened
April 14 and will continue through Sunday, October 28. Reiman
Gardens is the first public garden in the U.S. to display sculptures
made from LEGOs. The 14 displays include 27 sculptures built
from nearly 500,000 LEGOs! The sculptures, inspired by nature
and gardens, range in size from six inches to nearly eighi feet. The
sculptor, Sean Kenney, is based out of New York, and is one of
only eleven LEGO Certified Builders in the world, authorized by
LEGO to build on their behalf.

Who knows? Maybe you too can become a LEGO Certified
Builder. Come into the library and release your inner LEGO
maniacl

Deb: For the adults, we will be doing “Between the Covers
BINGO". “Between the Covers” is the theme for the adult summer
reading program. Come into the library and pick up a BINGO
card. We will be challenging you to read different genre. Come
read, have fun playing BINGO and win a prize for a completed
BINGO.

Another fun event to look forward to, is a fire fly night story
time. Plans are in the making, but I guarantee it will be a blast.

1 have read a lot of really good books this spring/summer,
but my favorite so far is Lone Wolf by Jodi Picoult. Other
recommended books are The Cove by Ron Rash, One Moment,
One Morning by Sarah Rayner, Home Front by Kristin Hannah,
Tuesday Night Miracles by Kris Radsen and [ just started Little
Night by Louanne Rice and So Far Away by Meg Mitchell Moore.

Coming Events!
1:30 p.m. June 14 LEGO Mania Challenge
1:30 p.m. June 19 “Amazing Adaptations” with Blank
Park Zoo
1:30 p.m. June 21 LEGO Mania Challenge
7:00 p.m. June 25 Book Club “The Five People You
Meet in Heaven”
1:30 p.m. June 26 Eulenspiegel Puppet Show
3:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop
1:30 p.m. June 28 LEGO Mania Challenge

Stop at the library and check it out!



By Chris Vrba

Kids from around the area
are in for a wild time next week,
as the Blank Park Zoo will be
bringing their traveling exhibit,

Amazing Adaptations, to four
local libraries.
On Tuesday, June 19,

zookeepers and a few furry,
feathery, and scaly friends will
visit the Pocahontas, Laurens,
Marathon, and Albert City Public
Libraries.

Samantha Dunn, an education
specialist at Blank Park Zoo,
said exhibits travel throughout
lowa each summer as part of
the statewide summer reading
program.

“We hope to spread knowledge
and interest about these animals,”
she offered, and explained, “By
getting the chance to be up close
and personal with these amazing
creatures, children will hopefully

gain respect for all animals and a
desire to preserve the planet and
all of its resources.”

In particular, attendees will
have the opportunity to learn
about morphology, form, and
function. Put another way, how
do some birds fly silently? Or,
how do those monkeys climb
trees so easily?

Although Dunn was reserved
as to the particular creatures
that will make an appearance,
she did say the program promises
to incorporate a bit of hands on
education.

“Children will get an
opportunity to touch one of the
animals at the program,” she
noted. “It's always a huge hit!”

For Dunn, that aspect is part
of what makes the program
worthwhile.

“I love that we are able to
travel the entire state, because

Laurens and Marathon libraries: where the wild

A rare golden-headed tamarin is one of the many wild

critters that can be viewed at the Blank Park Zoo. The
200 will be at the Laurens Public Library at 1:30 p.m. and
at the Marathon Public Library at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
June 19 for their Amazing Adaptations presentation.
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things are

there are a lot of kids out there
that don't get the opportunity tc
go to a zoo. It's amazing that we
are able to bring a little piece o
the zoo to them.”

And the best part - that little
piece of the zoo is free!

Children of all ages ar¢
welcome to attend. The Amazing
Adaptations program will last
approximately 45 minutes.

The Blank Park Zoo will visi
libraries on Tuesday, June 19.
Scheduled times are:

Pocahontas Public Library @
10:00 a.m.

Laurens Public Library @ 1:3C

p-m.

Marathon Public Library @
3:00 p.m.

Albert City Public Library @
4:30 p.m.

If you will be unable to attend
Amazing Adaptations at your
local library, or would like to
make a trip to Blank Park Zoo,
please see this week’s edition for
a special discount coupon good
for one free children’s admission.

The admission is sponsored
by Pocahontas Ford Lincoln,
Community State Bank of
Albert City and Marathon, the
Pocahontas Record-Democrat,
Laurens Sun, and Buena Vista
County Journal.

Lego-Mania at

Thursday, June 14, Lego
Mania kicked off at the
Laurens Public Library
with 20 kids accepting
the challenge. The topic
this week was "animals."
Kallyn Stumbo is shown
displaying her duck. Stop
in every Thursday and
check out the subject,then
build a project and register
to win two tickets to the
Reiman Gardens Lego
Display. This program is
open to kids of all ages -
from 2 to 102! Projects will
be on display throughout
the week, then dismantled
as we start the new build.

Laurens Library

Lego Mania!

animals.

Thursday, June 14th Lego Mania kicked
off at the Laurens Public Library with 20
kids accepting the challenge. The topic this
Kallyn Stumbo is show
displaying her duck as Brooke Bouska searches
for just the right Lego to complete her goose.
Stop in every Thursday and check out the
subject, then build a project and register to
win those 2 tickets to the Reiman Gardens
Lego Display. This program is open to kids of
all ages - from 2 to 102!

Projects will be on display throughout the
week, then dismantled as we start the new
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The Pogper
Zoo at the Library!

Samantha Dunn from Blank Park Zoo in Des Moines brought “Amazing Adaprations” to the Laurens Public Library for our summer
reading program. She taught us how camels have adapted to their sandy environment. She dressed Morgan Griffin to represent these
adaptations - hump of far, extra eyelids, furry brow and ears, nose plugs, and tough leathery knees and mouth area.

The Zoo sent a parrot, a domesticated ferret, a gopher turtle (in one picture Sam is shown shielding her eyes wich her arm much
as the gopher turtle protects his face with his flippers.) The kids learned how these animals have adapred to their environment & had
an opportunity to ask questions. The last animal she took out was a 6 year old alligator. He was about 3 feet long, but will continue

to grow throughout his life and could get to be 20 feet long! This is the animal all the kids got to touch, as demonstrated by Kendall
Evans.

Funding for this program was with a grant from the Pocahontas County Foundation.

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
June 20, 2012

The Popwr

Our Kids Summer Reading Program, is “Dream Big —
READ!” We have story times and special programs scheduled
for Tuesday afternoons throughout the summer. This week
(June 26th) Eulenspiegel Puppet Theater will be ro.qn ﬁ
present their show “The Snow Queen” at 1:30. This will be a
wonderful show for all ages. Then at 3:00 there will be a puppet workshop for anyone grade 4 and older. What fun —1 can
oy . .
r»ﬂwwu\mﬁmo: selections include: Spring Fever by Mary Kay Andrews, Bad Faith by Wovn..W%u::nW»EMNQMWN \WMWMMM
jes i by Tom Wright, Beneath the Shadows by Sara Foster, Porcis Lights by
by Joseph Wambaugh, Whar Dies in Summer by g S T
Thi i i fery Deaver, Red House by Mark Haddon, Lez Love y
Benton Frank, Third Gate by Lincoln Child, XO by Jeffery e e b d : e cif
ie Shi Flynn, Little Night by LuAnne Rice, Cli
i 7 by Maggie Shipstead, Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn,
Johanna Lindsey, Seating Arrangements by . _ Ay Ceree vl
St ¢ Katzenbach, Simple Murder by Eleanor Kuhns, y .
Walk by Bruce DeSilva, Whar Comes Next by John e e e vown of Habit
irk iley. In Nonfiction you might want to try: Then Again by Diane > ] ¢
Quirk and Honor by Janet Dailey. In : . o T o Mt
i i ¢ he White House kitchen garden and gardens acros: :
by Charles DuHigg, American Grown: the story of t . z : . oo
indlin, Home Design by Sabrina DeSoto, Life Withou y
Obama, Lots of Candles Plenty of Cake by Anna Quindlin, . e s
jici i is Code, One for the Money, Chronicle, Red Tails, an is g
Vujicic. New DVDs include The Vow, The Genesis ] e . el
i i . This is open to all ages and the projects p
he fun for Lego Mania every Thursday at the Library. { : ) c :
::M%_n_pma mM:oUmMmq /x\.w_:nm&»v\. When you build the weekly challenge, you can register to win 2 tickets to Reiman Gardens

Lego Sculprure display! D listened to. I guess we had too much to talk
Well, the audiobook didn’t work so good for me. We only got one CD listene; wc,. N‘Mm Pt o s

) une Book Club selection, Mitch Albom’
M_M\MNMMOL_”MHMMMMMMMWOMA_WHMW\%M%MMMW up a copy at the Library and plan to join our discussion Monday, June 25th at
i Coming Events! §
7:00 p.m. June 25 - Book Club “The Five People You Meet in Heaven
1:30 p.m. June 26th - Eulenspiegel Puppet Show
3:00 p.m. June 26th - Shadow Puppet Workshop! .
7:00 p.m. July 9th - Writers' Club (tentative, check back for move details!)
Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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June 20, 2012
Summer Reading Program, is “Dream Big — READI’
es

d special programs scheduled for Tuesday
out the summer. This week (June 26) Eulenspiegel
vill be here to present their show “The Snow Queen”
n. This will be a wonderful show for all ages. Then at 3:00
be a puppet workshop for anyone grade four and older.
t fun — | can hardly waitt
ns include: Spring Fever by Mary Kay Andrews,
it Tannebaum, Harbor Nocturne by Joseph
iat Dles In Summer by Tom Wright, Beneath the
Shac ¢ Sara Foster, Porch Lights by Dorthea Benton Frank,
hird Gate by Lincoln Child, XO by Jeffery Deaver, Red House by
Mark Haddon, Let Love Find You by Johanna Lindsey, Seating
A ts by Maggle Shipstead, Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn, Littie
nne Rice, CIiff Walk by Bruce DeSilva, What Comes
ach, Simple Murder by Eleanor Kuhns, The 500
-and Honor by Janet Dailey. In Nonfiction you might
 Again by Diane Keaton, The Power of Habit by
igg, American Grown: the story of the White House
irden and gardens across America by Michelle Obama,
indles Plenty of Cake by Anna Quindlin, Home Design
by | DeSoto, Life Without Limits by Nick Vujicic. New DVDs
include The st:.w#o Genesis Code, One for the Money, Chronicle,
Red Tails, and This Means War.

Join the fun for Lego Mania every Thursday at the Library. This is
open to all ages and the projects will be on display until the following
We i <<Mm= you build the weekly challenge you can register to

r ets to Reiman Gardens Lego Sculpture display!

e audiobook didn’t werk so good for me. We only got one CD
to. | guess we had too much to talk about! So now I've got a
book copy of our June Book Club selection, Mitch Albom's “The Five
People You Meet in Heaven.” We have quite a few books available,
so pick up a copy at the Library and plan to join our discussion Monday,
June 25, at 7:00 p.m.

Coming Events!
7:00 p.m. June 25 Book Club “The Five People You Meet in Heaven”
1:30 p.m. June 26 Eulensplegel Puppet Show
3:00 p.m. June 26 Shadow Puppet Workshop!
7:00 p.m. July 9 Writers’ Club (tentative, check back for more details!)
Stop at the library and check it out!
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Amazing Adaptations visits Laurens Public Library

Samaniha Dunn {above) from Blank Park Zoo in Des Moines brought "Amazing
Adaptations” to the Lanreas Public Library for our summer reading program. She
taught us how camels have adapted to their sandy environment. She dressed Morgan
Griffin (below right) to represent these adaptations - hump of fat, extra eyelids, furry
brow and ears, nose plugs, and tough leathery knees and mouth area.

The Zoo sent a paxrot, » domesticated ferret, a gopher turtle. The kids learned how
these animals have adapied o their environment and had an opportunity to ask
questions. The last animal she took out was a six year old alligator. He was about
three feet long, but will continue to grow throughout his life and could get to be 20
feet long! This is the animal all the kids got to touch, as demonstrated by Kendall
Bvans (below lefi]

Funding for this program was with 2 grant from the Pocahontas County Foundation.
Photos courtesy of Glenda Mulder.
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Summer Reading, Dream Big - READ!
| ; Begins!
e e
-Pream Bi

Laurens Public Library kicked of their Summer Reading, Dream Big — READ!
&

& with dreams and wishes story time. We read some books (naturally!), told our
wishes with a bouncing beach ball game, made Dream Books, then Nancy gave
X : us edible magic wands for our treat — yum! Tuesdays at 1:30 the Library will be
* the place to be all summer long — hope to see you!
2 e «» B

,u.crwJP 20. 2120 - The Lo

June 12" - Dreams & Wishes July 10" - Bedtime I
June 19" - Blank Park Zoo July 17\ stars

June 26" — Eulenspiegel Puppets July 24" — Night Shivers

July 3 — Night Adventures July 31% - Night Owls

Tweens — 4" thru 8" grade
th z
June 26" - puppet workshop July 25" — Own the Night

Time —3:00pm Time - 1:30pm

Summer Reading 2012
Tuesdays 1:30pm @

Laurens Public
Library
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_ at
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SHOW at 1:30
for all ages

WORKSHOP at 3:00

graders and older!
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Eulenspiegel Puppets at Library
Monica from Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre presents "Th
Snow Queen." She used two extra-large pop-up storybook
to tell the story of Gerda as she travels to the ends of th
earth to save her best friend, Kai, from the Snow Queen
Along her way she met a bunch of crazy characters fron
a magical flower lady to a talking crow. This programn
was sponsored by a donation from friends and family i
memory of Bill Hertz. The Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatr
was at the Laurens Public Library on Tuesday, June 26
as part of the library’s myriad of events of its summe
reading program. This year’s program is on the them
“Dream Big.” Photo courtesy of Glenda Mulder.



Monica from Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre presents "The
Snow Queen." She used two extra-large pop-up storybooks
to tell the story of Gerda as she travels to the ends of the
carth to save her best friend, Kai, from the Snow Queen.
Along her way she met a bunch of crazy characters from
a magical flower lady to a talking crow. This program
was sponsored by a donation from friends and family in
memory of Bill Hertz.
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After the Eulenspiegel Puppet Show at the Laurens Public
Each of the kids made a shadow puppet of an underwater
creature. Then Monica explained how to make a simple
tabletop shadow stage out of cardboard. At the end the kids
had the chance to show off their puppet using the shadow

puppet stage.

Library there was an under water shadow puppet workshop.

After seeing the professional puppet show, some young
patrons at the Laurens Public Library decided to put
on their own puppet show while the big kids attended
the workshop. The chairs were lined up and audience
members were recruited from around the Library. If
you look close you'll see The Cat in The Hat, Arthur &
Buster as well as Fox in Socks. They were so intent on
what they were doing that I don't think they even know
this picture was taken! What fun to have such creative
young people in our Library.

Stop at the Library ¢
Check it Out!



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

June 27, 2012
T he ropaur
Well, it's happened....are you ready for this? We got our first Christmas book of the year! It's A Cowboy Under My Christmas Tree by
Janet Dailey. Can you believe it? A Christmas book in June! Other recent additions to our fiction department include: Summerland by
Elin Hilderbrand, Tiesdays Child by Fern Michaels, Courageous by Diana Palmer, Heartbroken by Lisa Unger, Age of Miracles by Karen
Walker, Risk Agent by Ridley Pierson, Heading Out to Wonderful by Robert Goolrick, Bonefire of the Vanities by Carolyn Haines, Wicked
Business by Janet Evanovich, Gone Missing by Linda Castillo, Canada by Richard Ford, Spilled Blood by Brian Freeman, Tote Bags and
Toe Tags by Dorothy Howell, The Innocents by Francesco Segal, Summer Breeze by Nancy Thayer, Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter, The
Lost Ones by Ace Atkins and Last Kind Words by Tom Piccirilli (Our local book reviewer really liked these last two!) New DVDs include
Sherlock Holmes; a Game of Shadows, Meatballs (remember this oldie with Bill Murray?) A Little Bit of Heaven, and John Carter.

The past two weeks we've had our special programming for the kids’ summer reading — The Zoo & the Puppet Theatre — now we're
back to our regular story times. This is almost more fun for us because we get to interact with the kids. We've got lots of fun planned
as we Dream Big — READ! so please encourage your kids to join us! If you’re an adult reader, remember to pick up a Reader’s Bingo
card and join the summer reading fun!

Join the fun for Lego Mania every Thursday at the Library. This is open to all ages and the projects will be on display until the
following Wednesday. When you build the weekly challenge, you can register to win 2 tickets to Reiman Gardens Lego Sculpture
display!

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
July 4, 2012 _

| he Foptm

Hey, I have a riddle for you! When is a club not a club? The answer is — when it’s The Book Club! The Book Club has no officers,

no dues, no mandatory attendance, in fact has almost no rules at all! If you don’t get the book read, you can still come just to see what
others are reading and what they thought of this month’s selection. If you can’t come for awhile, that’s OK, come back when your life
settles down. Unlike any club I've ever been in, disagreements are encouraged - they make for a much more lively discussion! This
month The Book Club’s selection is “7he Hunger Games.” This is a bit of a stretch from what most of our “members” usually read, so I
think it will make for a lively discussion. Even if you've never joined us before, please come Monday, July 23 at 7 pm to see what we're
all about!

What a fun summer we are having! Maybe because of our fun theme, “Dream Big, READ!” The kids come every Tuesday at 1:30.
We've had so much fun with these night themed story times! We're even thinking of wrapping it up with an evening pajama story
time about fireflies — what do you think of that idea? If you're an adult reader, remember to pick up a Reader’s Bingo card and join the
summer reading fun!

There is a different sound in our Library every Thursday. It’s the sound of hands sifting through the Legos, looking for just the right
piece. Lego Mania challenges so far have been animals, buildings, and vehicles. This is fun for all ages, but unfortunately we've only
had a couple adults join the fun. You NEVER get too old to play with Legos, so stop in Thursday to see what this week’s challenge is!
When you build the weekly challenge, you can register to win 2 tickets to Reiman Gardens Lego Sculpture display!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
Bip
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June 27, 2012

Well, it's happened....are you ready for this? We got our first
Christmas book of the year! It's A Cowboy Under iy Christmas Tree
by Janet Dailey. Can you believe it? A Christmas book in June! Other
recent additions to our fiction department include: Sumimariand by
Elin Hilderbrand, Tuesday’s Child by Fern Michaels, Courageous by
Diana Palmer, Heartbroken by Lisa Unger, Age of Miracies by Karen
Walker, Risk Agent by Ridley Pierson, Heading Out to Wonderful by
Robert Goolrick, Bonefire of the Vanities by Carolyn Haines, Wicked

- Business by Janet Evanovich, Gone Missing by Linda Castillo,

Canada by Richard Ford, Spilfled Biood by Brian Freeman. Tote Bags
and Toe Tags by Dorothy Howell, The innocenis by Francesco Segal,
Summer Breeze by Nancy Thayer, Beautifu/ Reins by Jess Walter,
The Lost Ones by Ace Atkins and Last Kind Words 3\‘493 Piccirilli
(Our local book reviewer really liked these last two!) New DVDs include
Sherlock Holmes; a Game of Shadows, Wieatballs (remember this
oldie with Bill Murray?) A Little Bit of Hzaven, and John Carter,

The past two weeks we've had our special programming for the kids'
summer reading — The 2oo & the Puppet Theatre — now we're back to
our regular story times. This is almost more fun for us because we get
to interact with the kids. We've got lots of fun planned as we Dream
Big — READ! so please encourage your kids to join us! If you're an
adult reader, remember to pick up a Reader’s Bingo card and join the
summer reading fun!

Join the fun for Lego Mania every Thursday at the Libiary. This is
open to all ages and the projects will be on display until the following
Wednesday. When you build the weekly challenge you can register to
win 2 tickets to Reiman Gardens Lego Sculpture display!

Stop at the library and check it out!
Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. Dream Big — READ! Story Times
Thursdays all day - Lego Mania!
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Hey, I have a riddle for you! When is a club not a club? The
answer is - when it's The Book Club! The Book Ciub has no
officers, no dues, no mandatory attendance. in fact has almost
no rules at alll If you don’t get the hook read, you can still come
just to see what others are reading and what they thought of
this month's selection. If you can’t come for awhile, that's OK,
come back when your life settles down. Unlike any club I've ever
been in disagreements are encouraged - they make for a much
more lively discussion! This month The Book Club's selection is
“The Hunger Games.” This is a bit of a stretch from what most
of our “members” usually read, so I think it will malke for a lively
discussion. Even if you've never joined us before, please come
Monday, July 23 at 7 pm to see what we're all about!

What a fun summer we are having! Maybe because of our
fun theme, “Dream Big, READ!" The kids come every Tuesday
at 1:30. We've had so much fun with these night themed story
times! We're even thinking of wrapping it up with an evening
pajama story time about fireflies — what do you think of that
idea? If you're an adult reader, remember (o pick up a Reader’s
Bingo card and join the summer reading fun!

There is a different sound in our Library every Thursday.
It's the sound of hands sifting through the Legos, looking for
just the right piece. Lego Mania challenges so far have been
animals, buildings, and vehicles. This is fun for ail ages, but
unfortunately we've only had a couple adulis join the fun. You
NEVER get too old to play with Legos, so stop in Thursday to
see what this week's challenge is.! When you build the weekly
challenge you can register to win two tickets to Reiman Gardens
Lego Sculpture display!

Stop at the library and check it out!
Tuesdays @ 1:30 p.m. Dream Big - READ! Story Times
Thursdays all day — Lego Mania!
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
July 11, 2012

Tk -. L f
yne £-0
F> c z m Z m “What are you reading?” If there’s a better way to start a lively conversation, I don’t know what it is! This year we're out to

prove that summer reading isn’t just for kids. So pick up a Library Bingo card just for adults and get started on the fun — I
think you'll enjoy some of the challenges Deb included. You might even win a prize!
Thursdays are fun for all ages as Lego Mania continues for the entire month of July. Come play with us anytime on

PUBLIC

m< Thursday to see what the weekly build is. You might even win the tickets to the Reiman Gardens Lego sculpture display in
LIBRA Ames.

Dream Big — READ! Story Times will be each Tuesday at 1:30 for the rest of the month also. What fun we've had
L _ exploring our dreams and other night time adventures! ,

C < I've been making myself wait to pick up “7he Hunger Games” because I want to read it as close to our book discussion as
possible. I am so looking forward to rereading this book — and you know that’s not something I ever say! I've enjoyed the
positive comments of readers who were pretty sure they weren’t going to like this book, but would just read it because it is
The Book Club’s monthly choice. This book has something for you whether you're 8 or 80+ ....and hope that’s about the
age range of readers who join the discussion on Monday, July 23 at 7 p.m.!

SUZANNE
COLLINS

Please refurn
your book
by our
discussion

7/23/12
@ 7:00 pm

-

l-nym\ ﬁ\gnﬁu&:—% 11, 2012 Swn

“What are you reading?” If there’s a better way to start a lively
conversation, I don’t know what it is! This year we're out to prove
that summer reading isn't just for kids. So pick up a Library
Bingo card just for adults and get started on the fun - I think
you'll enjoy some of the challenges Deb included. You might even
win a prize!

Thursdays are fun for all ages as Lego Mania continues for the
entire month of July. Come play with us anytime on Thursday to
see what the weekly build is. You might even win the tickets to
the Reiman Gardens Lego sculpture display in Amesl

Dream Big - READ! Story Times will be each Tuesday at 1:30
p.m. for the rest of the month also. What fun we've had exploring
our dreams and other night time adventures! g

I've been making myself wait to pick up “The Hunger Games
because I want to read it as close to our book discussion as
possible. 1 am so looking forward to rereading this book - and
you know that’s not something I ever say! I've enjoyed the positive
comments of readers who were pretty sure they weren't going
to like this book, but would just read it because it is The Book
Club’s monthly choice. This book has something for you whether
you're 8 or 80+ ....and I hope that’s about the age range of readers
who join the discussion on Monday, July 23 at 7:00 p.m.!|

Stop at the library and check it out!
Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. Dream Big - READ! Story Times
Thursdays all day ~ Lego Manial

at the Library & Check it Out!

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
July 18, 2012

I can hardly wait for Monday the 23rd! It’s our Book Club night & our book of choice
is The Hunger Games. I'm hoping we have lots of our patrons of all ages come to talk
about it. I'm pleased to tell you that a lot of our readers are coming to the library to
request the next in the series because they liked the first one so much! Whew! I'm so
glad to hear it because I'm the one who chose this book and it’s not one most of our
members would normally read! Please join the discussion at 7 p.m.

Oops! I cleaned off my desk the other day — well kinda ;-) — and I found a pile
of new book lists that T haven't told you about! So here goes: Close your Eyes by Iris
Johansen, Tigers in Red Weather by Liz Klaussmann, Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian,
Those Across the River by Chris Buchlman, Creole Belle by James Lee Burke, After Wife
by Gigi Grazer, One Breath Away by Heather Gutenkauf, Fallen Angel by Daniel Silva,
The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty, Backfire by Catherine Coulter, Night Watch by Linda
Fairstein, 15 Seconds by Andrew Gross, Shadow of Light by Deborah Harkness, Criminal
by Karin Slaughter, Gold by Chris Cleave, Question of Identity by Anthea Fraser, Ransom
River by Meg Gardiner, Die a Stranger by Steve Hamilton, Next Best Thing by Jennifer
Weiner, Istanbul Passage by Joseph Kanon, Fireproof by Alex Kava, I, Michael Bennett
by James Patterson, and Sez Change by Karen White. In DVDs we've received: Wrath of
the Titans, Big Miracle, Minion Madness, Journey 2: The Mysterious Island, Transformers:
Revenge of the Fallen and Mirror, Mirror. New CD audiobooks include: Creole Belle by
James Lee Burke, Spring Fever by Mary Kay Andrews, Backfire by Catherine Coulter, XO
by Jeffery Deaver, Wicked Business by Janet Evanovich, Spilled Blood by Brian Freeman,
Tuesdays Child by Fern Michaels, Summerland by Elin Hilderbrand, and Next Best Thing
by Jennifer Weiner.

In memory of former board member Mary Ann Orr, the Laurens Public Library
Foundation Board purchased Master the GED 2012. This seemed appropriate because
Mary Ann taught GED classes for many years and helped many people achieve this
certification.

Did you know we have a new author in town? Local resident Lars Hersom has
written From a Childs Perspective: Alcoholism about growing up in the home of an
alcoholic, the pain of his passing, and what the family had to deal with afterwards. We
do have his book, so stop at the Library and check it out. Lars will be doing an author’s
talk for us at 7 p.m. Monday, July 30th. He will have copies of his book available for
purchase and autographing at that time.

Dream Big, READ! is still in full swing. Story times for the kids are at 1:30 on
Tuesdays & Lego Mania for all ages is all day Thursdays. Come join the fun!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

Tuesdays @ 1:30 Dream Big — READ! Story Times

Thursdays all day — Lego Mania!

Monday July 30 7:00 Lars Hersom author of “From a Child's Perspective : Alcoholism”
Monday August 20 7:00 (tentative date) Jo Hamilton author of “For the Love of Scott”
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Brennen Storms Shewng ks Lego Maniacs take over Laurens Public Library
Creadion ’ . Every Thursday this summer, Lego Maniacs of all ages take over at the Laurens Public

Library. Each week there is a different building theme. These maniacs were showing off
their creations of cars and buildings. In the front row (I-r) are Ethan Runneberg, Gabe

Ehn and Kaitlyn Stumbo. Delaney Ehn (back) points out her creation as it was too big
to hold. Photo by Whitney Photography. |.co..cemns Swn Juwly 183k
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I can hardly wait for Monday, July 23! It's our Book Club night
& our book of choice is The Hunger Games. I'm hoping we have
lots of our patrons of all ages come to talk about it. I'm pleased
to tell you that a lot of our readers are coming to the library to |
request the next in the series because they liked the first one
so much! Whew! I'm so glad to hear it because I'm the one
who chose this book and it’s not one most of our members would
normally read! Please join the discussion at 7:00 p.m.
| Oops! Icleaned off my desk the other day - well kinda ;-) - andI

found a pile of new book lists that I haven’t told you about! So here
goes: Close your Eyes by Iris Johansen, Tigers in Red Weather
by Liz Klaussmann, Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian, Those
Across the River by Chris Buehiman, Creole Belle by James Lee
Burke, After Wife by Gigi Grazer, One Breath Away by Heather
Cutenkauf, Fallen Angel by Daniel Silva, The Chaperone by
Laura Moriarty, Backfire by Catherine Coulter, Night Watch by
Linda Fairstein, 15 Seconds by Andrew Gross, Shadow of Light
by Deborah Harkness, Criminal by Karin Slaughter, Gold by
Chris Cleave, Question of Identity by Anthea Fraser. Ransom
River by Meg Gardiner, Die a Stranger by Steve Hamilton, Next
Best Thing by Jennifer Weiner, Istanbul Passage by Joseph
Kanon, Fireproof by Alex Kava, I, Michael Bennett by James
Patterson, and Sea Change by Karen White. In DVDs we've
| received: Wrath of the Titans, Big Miracle, Minion Madness.
Journey 2: The Mysterious Island, Transformers: Revenge of
the Fallen and Mirror, Mirror. New CD audiobooks include:
Creole Belle by James Lee Burke, Spring Fever by Mary Kay
Andrews, Backfire by Catherine Coulter, XO by Jeffery Deaver,
Wiclced Business by Janet Evanovich, Spilled Blood by Brian
Freeman, Tuesday’s Child by Fern Michaels, Summerland by
Elin Hilderbrand, and Next Best Thing by Jennifer Weiner.

In memory of former board member Mary Ann Orr the Laurens
Public Library Foundation Board purchased Master the GED |
2012. This seemed appropriate because Mary Ann taught GED
classes for many years and helped many people achieve this
certification. |

Did you know we have a new author in town? Local resident Lars |
Hersom has written From a Child’s Perspective: Alcoholism
about growing up in the home of an alcoholic, the pain of his
passing, and what the family had to deal with afterwards. We do
have his book, so stop at the Library and check it out. Lars will
be doing an author’s talk for us at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July
30. He will have copies of his book available for purchase and
autographing at that time.

Dream Big, READ! is still in full swing. Story times for the kids
are at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays & Lego Mania for all ages is all day
Thursdays. Come join the fun!

. Stop at the library and check it out!
| Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. Dream Big —~ READ! Story Times
Thursdays all day ~ Lego Mania!
Monday, July 30 7:00 p.m. Lars Hersom author of “From a
Child’s Perspective : Alcoholism” ,
| Monday, August 20 7:00 (tentative date) Jo Hamilton author of
“For the Love of Scott”

Writer’s Free-for-All at
Laurens Public Library

by Ruth Steinkoenig

Recapture all those thoughts
that have been dancing around
in your head for years and turn
them into words.

Glenda says, "Go For It" so
we're going to throw "A Writer's
Free-For-All" class at the
Laurens Public Library this fall.
You say you're not a writer! Hey,
this is the "Write Stuff"........
you'll just love it and you'll "Just
Write" in spite of yourself. This
is an opportunity for "wanna-be-
writers and "witty-writers" to pen
life memories that can be shared
with family and friends (just in

case you have friends and also
in case your family likes you.)
The words will flow effortlessly
and eventually turn into your life
story, a book filled with blessings
and joys. You'll love this informal
"Scriptease” class, full of helpful
tips and a laugh or two, taught
by Ruth Steinkoenig, who has a
wordy passion for writing. Who is
more interesting than you? Let's
write about it! Stay tuned for the
time and date. And you've got
the rest of the summer to round
up those memories and put them
into a pen for safe keeping.

Loownd Sun 325[12

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
July 25, 2012

We are blessed lately with authors who want to visit our library! Within the next month
Lars Hersom, author of “From a Child's Perspective: Alcoholism” and Jo Hamilton, auchor
of “For the Love of Scort” will be speaking at Laurens Public Library.

The first will be happening this coming Monday, July 30th at 7 p.m. Ikind of felt
bad that T didn’t know that local resident Lars Hersom was writing “From a Childs
Perspective: Alcoholism.” But then T heard that even his mother in law was surprised at
the news! This book details his experiences growing up in the home of an alcoholic,
through and including his father’s death. Come hear about his experience writing this
book and getting it published. Lars will have copies of his book available for purchase
and autographing on Monday. :

The on Monday, August 20th at 7 p.m. Jo Hamilton author of “For the Love of Scort”
will be here. At the beginning of her book, Jo describes her early years growing up near
Newell. Do you think she'll tell us more stories about brother, former Laurens resident
Denny Hamilton?! The story develops as their brother Scott is diagnosed with cancer.
We have her book at the library and she will also bring copies for you to purchase.

I vowed not to let those new book lists get lost on my desk again, so here goes! New
fiction includes: Black List by Brad Thor, Broken Harbor by Tana French, Where We
Belong by Emily Giffin, Haven by Kay Hooper, Judgment Call by J.A.Jance, Between
You and Me by Emma McLaughlin, Bloodline by James Rollins and Friends Forever by
Danielle Steel (in regular & large print)

We got a couple big boxes full of kids' books last week! These 70 books we
purchased with a grant from the Libri Foundation with local matching funds from the
family and friends of Mary Kees. These books were chosen by our local librarians from
a list of award winning books, mostly published within the past three years. We've been
so busy they are not all processed quite yet, but be on the lookout for a new display next
time you're in the Library!

Our summer reading program, “Dream Big, READ!” was lots of fun, but it’s almost
done already. Just one week left. This makes me a little sad. We've decided to continue
Lego Mania all day Thursdays until school starts again. Come join the fun and show
your creativity!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

Monday July 30 7 p.m. - Lars Hersom author of “From a Child's Perspective:
Alcoholism”

Monday August 20 7 p.m. - Jo Hamilton author of “For the Love of Scott”

c A w.“,q ; . y..\:x".*\\—nﬁ—__m m——; ~.—-r.,.wr-h,‘s__s,w,..,.
Self portraits in Legos - Lavrew sean 825712

Elizabeth Runneberg, winner of the small Lego kit on Thursday, July 19, poses with
the self portrait she made. LegoMania will continue every Thursday, all day, until school

starts in August. Each week’s winners get their name added to a drawing for a trip to
see the Lego sculptures at Reiman Garden at lowa State University. Submitted photo.
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Author’s Talk &
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e Book Signing CHILD'S

Loturens Sungug g5, 2012
We are blessed lately with authors who want (o visit our library! w
Within the next month Lars Hersom, author of “From a Child's m\ﬂ m m m mum,.ﬂ-__ H< m
Perspective: Alcoholism” and Jo Hamilton author of “For the
Love of Scott” will be speaking at Laurens Public Library. -

The first will be happening this coming Monday. July 30, at 7:00 | _ HV U~ ° .P
p.m. 1 kind of felt bad that I didn't know that local resident Lars
Hersom was writing “From a Child’s Perspective: Alcoholism.” mcHthH m .ﬁ—. ﬂ O H_OO:Q—\HWE
But then I heard that even his mother in law was surprised at :
the news! This book details his experiences growing up in the °
home of an alcoholic, through and including his father’s death. — ‘U Hau 4
Come hear about his %%W:nn writing this book and getting H Hom —.:#zm Mv. z_mwmcz
it published. Lars will have copies of his book available for
purchase and autographing on Monday.

On Monday. August 20, at 7:00 p.mi.. Jo Hamilton author of
“For the Love of Seott” will be here. At the beginning of her book
Jo describes her early years growing up near Newell. Do you
think she'll tell us more siories about broiher, former Laurens
resident Denny Hamilton?! The story develops as their brother
Scott is diagnosed with cancer. We have her book at the library
and she will also bring copies for you to purchase.

I vowed not to let those new book lists get losi on my desk
again, so here goes! New fiction includes: Blaclk: Liat by Brad
Thor, Broken Harbor by Tana French, Where We Betong by
Emily Giffin, Haven by Kay Hooper. Judgment Ca'l by J.A.Jance,
Between You amd Me by Emma McLaughlin, Bloodliae by
James Rollins and Friends Forever by Danielle Steel (in regular
& large print).

We got a couple big boxes full of kids' bovks last weel! These
70 boolks were purchased with a grant fromn the Libri Foundation
with local matching funds from the family and friends of Mary
Kees. These books were chosen by our local librarians from a list
. of award-winning books., mostly published within the past three
years. We've been so busy they are not all processed quite yet,
but be on the lookout for a new display nexi time you're in the
Library!

Qur summer reading program, “Dream Big, READI” was lots
of fun, but it’s done already. This makes me a litile sad. We've
decided to continue Lego Mania all day Thursdays until school
staris again. Come join the fun and show ycur creativityi

Stop at the library and check it outl |

Monday July 20, 7:00 p.m. Lars Hersom auilior of "Frosn a |
Child’s Perspective: Alcoholiem” |

Monday August 20, 7:00 p.m. Jo Hamilion auihor of “For the |
Love of Gcott”
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. Mo b st d parade. Laurens
Glenda Mulder has a blast during the 2012 Celebrate Laurens gram
,ngﬁoﬁwon of Commerce Ashley Akridge noted that parade emtries were up 10 percent
over last year's nuvmbers. Photo by Whitney Photography.
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
August 1, 2012

Well, I hope you all enjoyed Lars Hersom’s
author talk as much as I did! Our next
author to visit will be Jo Hamilton, author of
“For the Love of Scott.” She will be here on

| Monday, August 20th at 7 p.m. When I hear
.miﬁﬁu these authors, I am filled with admiration

for their talents and dedication. If all of this
has you thinking, “I could do that!” just wait until you hear this! Ruth
Steinkoenig will be starting a monthly “Writer’s Free for All” starting in
September right here at the Library! So get your pencils sharpened and
stay tuned for more details!

Wow, I must be excited about this — I just reread that paragraph and
there are way too many exclamation points...but I don’t want to remove a
one of them! Hope there are a few more of you out there who are excited
about this also. (See, I can end a sentence with a period.) (Two even!)
Dang, T guess two in a row is my limit.

Did I tell you that our old IMac in the kids department finally froze
up past the point of my talents? Well, it did! So we purchased an IPad &
fun protective holder for it. We downloaded a bunch of free educational
apps. If you know of some good ones, please let us know — this is new to
us so we're learning right along with the kids! Well, the IPad has proven
so popular with our kids that we now have purchased a timer to promote
sharing — this way everyone that wants to play with it gets a chance! If this
keeps up, we're going to need more IPads!

We got another kids book in memory of our favorite Mrs. Claus, Mary
Ann Orr. Bob & Connie Dallenbach donated “What Does Mrs. Claus
Do?” What a fun book!

[ know there was more I meant to tell you. But I'm taking off early
today to go watch my 5 year old great nephew & 4 year old great niece
play t-ball down by Des Moines and apparently my brain is skipping
forward to that! I guess I'll tell you next week....if I remember!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!




Local Author
Visits the Librar
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Lars Hersom kept his audience at the
Laurens Public Library mesmerized last
Monday evening. Lars told how he
came to write his book, " From a Child's
View: Alcoholism." He also shared a bit
about the writing and editing process,
but most of his message was about his
father's alcoholism. In his book he
shared his father's handwritten pages
about alcoholism that were discovered
after his father's death. He also talked
about the devastation of knowing he

could do nothing to change his father

and all the things alcohol was stealing
from his family's lives.

Patient Advocate Releases

New Book "For the Love

The Pupe Aurgqustl. L0132
Forilie, “Jo, you have to tell people
ﬂ 0) M\\“L. o what they've done to me.
— et v Na ‘ You have to tell them!”
> & Ch ! pleaded Jo Hamilton’s litde

brother, as he lay writhing
in agony.
FALLS CHURCH, VA,
Sept 25, 2011

Jo Hamilton's baby

talented and handsome
Towa farm boy whose life
was right on track. In an
instant, his dreams would

fade into his family's worst nightmare.
“For the Love of Scott! How could this have

happened, cried his mother.
Due to her education in the health care field, Jo

brother, Scott, was a smart,

Hamilton became the liaison between her family and the
world-renowned hospital treating her younger brother.
She taught her family how to read Scott’s medical chart
and to ask pointed questions, no longer leaving his care
to the medical professionals who had overdosed him
with drugs to the very brink of death in'less than three
days.

In For the Love of Scott!, the author recollects her
family’s poignant story of love, bewilderment, and
lingering frustration when faced with catastrophic
medical mistakes. Read the experiences of Scott
Hamilton’s family members as they struggle through
a storm of horrific medical errors that could have
been prevented and recognize what you need to do
when someone you love is faced with life-threatening
circumstances created by health experts.

It took Jo 27 years to put this heartbreaking event
down on paper. Writing opened old wounds and
required hours of research and documentation. It forced
her family to relive a chapter in their own lives that they
desperately wanted closed. Yet, they rallied together to
help Jo with her mission to keep that promise.
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Author Talks
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3 Owls were the topic at the Laurens Public Library's last story
time of the Summer. Isaiah Schossow is proudly showing us
the owl mask he made, while Gabriel Olsen is getting ready to
eat his owl snack. We told the kids to go home and tell their
parents they ate owl at the library....I wonder how many of

them did! N

b
e

o

Whoooo do we have here? Loures Sun- Auvgust (2010
_ Owls were the topic at the Laurens Public Library's last story time of the summer. Kids
 made owl masks from paperplates. They also made owl faces out of graham crackers,
7 oreos, and M&M’s, all held together with chocolate frosting. Isaiah Schossow is proudly
showing us the owl mask he made, while Gabriel Olsen is getting ready to eat his owl
snack. We told the kids to go home and tell their parents they ate owl at the library...I
~ wonder how many of them did! The children also learned how to fly like an owl, and
~ practiced it in the activity center. Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.

y
Legomaniacs |
Lego Mania continues at the Laurens Public Library every Thursday until school starts.

We're done with the weekly challenges, so you can build whatever you want - join us!
We are pleased to report that Legos were more populae on Thursday, August 2, than
the library’s new iPad. Jayden Albrant was the lucky winner of the tickets to Reiman
Gardens to see their Lego sculptures. We're looking forward to hearing about her visit!
Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder. | ciorens own— August |- 202




t the Library
with Glenda Mulder
August 8, 2012

Well, do you suppose what [ was forgetting last
week was to tell you about all our new books? Here
are the fiction: Summerland by Elin Hilderbrand,
Poich Lights by Dorchea Benton Frank, Sweer Talk
by Julic Garwood, You Don't Want to Know by Lisa
Jackson, Dieam Lake by Lisa Kleypas, Line of Fire
by Stephen White, Care and Handling of Roses wirh
Thorns by Margaret Dilloway, Wife 22 by Melanic Gideon, Odd Apocalypse by Dean
Koontz, Kill You Tivice by Chelsea Cain, Last Victim by Karen Robards, A Different Kind
of Normal by Cathy Lamb and Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman. Becoming Sister
Wives: the story of an unconventional marriage by Kody Brown is new in our nonfiction
department.

Our visit from author Jo Hamilton is coming soon! She will be here Monday,
August 20th at 7 p.m. for an author talk and book signing. Jo grew up on a farm near
Newell and tells of chis at the beginning of her book. She then tells the story of her
brother Scott’s fight with cancer. From her experiences in the health care field as well
as the tragic circumstances with her brother Scott, Hamilton tells of the importance of
being your own health care advocate. Join us to learn more abourt Jo Hamilton’s book
For the Love of Scott!

Next time you're in the library, be sure to look at the big display of our new kids
books! There are 70 books, both fiction and nonfiction for all reading levels. These
were made possible by a grant from the Libri Foundation’s “Books for Children”
program with martching funds from the Mary Kees Memorial. The Libri Foundation is
a nationwide non-profit organization which donates new, quality, hardcover children's
books to small, rural public libraries in the United States. This is a really fun grant to
get. When we receive word that we were accepted we got a list of books to choose from.
Most of the books on the list have been published in the last three years. They are
chosen by a panel of educators and are generally award winning books. The first task
is to check which of these books we already have in our collection. This is fun because
it shows us if our buying has been on track! Then we get to try to spread the money
around to get as many books as possible in the areas we need them the most. Next we
submir the order and wait patiently (I'm so good at that part, you know!) for the books
to come. The day they arrive is almost like Christmas. We tear open the boxes & read
a few selections...then we look at that big pile of books and realize we better ger to
‘work and get them ready for our patrons to check out! They’re ready now, so come see!
ﬁ The Book Club is reading /n Her Shoes by Jennifer Weiner. This book is about two
very different sisters who reconnect with their grandmother. This is a liccle bic lighter

reading than we've done the past few months, so pick up a copy and join our discussion
on Monday, August 27th at 7 p.m.

| Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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August 8, 2012
Well, do you suppese what I was forge last week was to tell
you about all cur new books? Here are the fiction: Summerland
by Elin Hilderbrand, Posrch Lights by Dorthea Benton Frani,

| Sweet Talk by Julie Garwood, You Don’t Want to Know by Lisa

Jackson, Dream Lake by Lisa Kleypas, Line of Fire by Stephen
White, Care and Handling of Roses with Thorns by Margaret
Dilloway, Wife 22 by Melanie Gideon, Odd Apocalypse by Dean
Koontz, Kill You Twice by Chelsea Cain, Last Vietim by Karen
Robards, 4 Different Kind of Normal by Cathy Lamb and Light
Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman. Becoming Sister Wives: the
story of an unconventional marriage by Kedy Brown is new in
our nonfiction department.

Cur visit from auther Jo Hamilton is coming sooni She will
be here Monday. August 20, at 7:00 p.m. for an author talk and
book signing. Jo grew up on a farm near Newell and tells of
this at the beginning of her book. She then tells the story of
her brother Scott’s fight with cancer. From her experiences in
the health care field as well as the tragic circumstances with her
brother Scott, Hamilton tells of the importance of being your own
health care advocate. Join us to learn more about Jo Hamilton's
boolk For the Love of Scoit!

Next time you're in the library, be sure to look at the big display
of our new liids books! There are 70 books, both fiction and
nonfiction for all reading levels. These were made possible by a
grant from the Libri Foundation's “Beoks for Children” program
with matching funds from the Mary Kees Memorial. The Libri
Foundation is a nailonwide non-profit erganization which donates
new, quality, hardcover children’s books to small, rural public
libraries in the United States. This is a really fun t to get.
When we receive word that we were accepted we got a list of books
0 choose from. Most of the books on the list have been published
in the last three years. They are chosen by a panel of educators
and are generally award winning besks. The first task is to check

fun because it shows ue if our buying has been on tracki Then
we get to try to spread the money around to get as many books as
possible in the areas we need them the most. Next we submit the
order and wait patiently ('m sc good at that part, you knowt) for
the books to come. The day they arrive is almost like Christmas.
We tear open the boses & read a few selections...then we look at
that big pile of boolks and realize we better get to work and get them
ready for our patrons to check ouil They're ready now, so come seel
The Book Club is reading In Her Shoes by Jennifer Weiner.
This book is about two very different sisters who reconnect
with their grandmother. This is a little bit lighter reading than
we've done the past few months, so pick up a copy and join our
discussion on Monday, Augusi 27, at 7:00 p.m.
Stop at the library and check it out!
Monday, August 20 7:00 p.m. Jo Hamilton author of “For the
_ Love of Scott”

which of these books we already have in our collection. This is -

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
Augusi 15, 2012

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
August 22, 2012

My display cases are empty again — please contact the Library if you have a collection
youd like to share!

Well, it's about time for me to grab a copy of /n Her Shoes by Jennifer Weiner and
get reading! The Book Club meets Monday, August 27ch at 7 to discuss it. Think I
can have it done by then? Come join us whether you've read the book or not — the
discussions are always so much fun!

These author visits we've had recently have been so interesting! Recently I had
another author stroll in and offer to do a program — Alex Egertsen! I had heard he was
writing a book of poetry, but never heard if it had been published — well, it has! Join us
Monday evening, September 10th to hear more abour it.

Also on September 10th we'll be restarting our Monday morning Tot Times at
10 a.m. This is a fun, rather informal story time for kids that aren’t in school yer and
their parents or care providers. Nancy, our children’s’ librarian, reads them stories,
has an activity of some sort and a project or play theme. This is one of my favorite
programs because it starts the love of the library and of books in our youngest patrons!

[ came across another one of those lists of good books the other day. This list was of
the best youth books and series. I was pleased to see that we already have a lot of these
books, but it gave me some new ideas too! One author that I hadnt heard of had 5
books on the list! How did I miss John Green? Well, now you can check out his books
Looking for Alaska, Paper Towns, An Abundance of Katherines, Will Grayson, Will Grayson,
and The Fault in Our Stars (I donated the last one in memory of Nicole Schuett.) Also
Speak and Wintergirls by Laurie Anderson, Golden Lily and Bloodlines by Richelle Mead,
Nick & Nora’s Infinite Playlist by Rachel Cohn, Unwind by Neal Schusterman, I am the
Messenger by Markus Zusak and The Rise of 9 by Pittacus Lore. We got a new Christmas
novel — The Christmas Pony by Melody Carlson and just one CD audiobook — Room by
Emma Donoghue.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

Monday. August 27
The Book Club at 7 p.m.

Monday September 10
10:00 a.m. Tot Time
7:00 p.m. Alex Egertsen, author of Flames of the Phoenix, Tears of the Past

Monday September 17
Tot Time @ 10 a.m.
Writers Free for All at 7 p.m.

Monday September 24
Tot Time @ 10 a.m.

>—” ﬂ——@ Pm—u—amﬂ—.v\ i.:. Glenda Mulder
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August 18, 2012
Our author talk and book signing with author Jo Hamilton

is Monday. August 20, at 7:00 p.m. Jo grew up on a farm near
Newell (Remember former Laurens resident Dennis Hamilton?
That's her brother!) and tells of this at the beginning of her book.
She then tells the story of her brother Scott’s fight with cancer.
| Due to her education in the health care field, she became the
liaison between her family and the hospital ireating her younger
brother. She taught her family how to read Scoit’s medical chart
and to ask pointed questions, no longer leaving his care to the
| medical professionals who had overdosed him with drugs to the
| very brink of death in less than three days. Join us to learn more
| about Jo Hamilton's beok For the Love of Scott!
I'm going to try to remember to tell you about our new books
| every week nstead of losing the notes on my desk. Wwe'll see how
W_ long this lastsl Recent audiobooks purchased by the Library
| Foundaiion include: The Rope by Nevada Barr, Swest Talk by
| Julie Garwood. The Inn ai Rose Harbor by Debbie Macomber
| & the Sieve Jobs biography by Walter lsaacson. New novels

include The Ina at Rese Harbor by Debbie Macomber, Ave Tou
| ¢he Lovs of My Life? by Susan Shreve, The Prophet by Michacl
| Koriya, By Staslight by Dorothy Garlock, and The Bartender’s
I iz by Ivan Doig. Of course we got Dr. Suess’ The Lorax DVD -
contact the Library if you'd like to be on the list for 1t!
I in memory of Dick Valentine. know for years in Laurens as

the owmer of Valentine Specialties, Dale & Taylor Roewe have
| donated the books 150 Years of International Harvester & The
| Farmall Dynasty. Stop in and check these out for 2 walk throught

tracior history!

The Bool Club is reading In Her Shoes by Jennifer Weiner. This
book is about two very different sisters who reconnect with their
grandmether. This is a little bit lighter reading than we've done
the past few months, so pick up a copy and join our discussion
on Monday. August 27, at 7:00 p.m.

Stop at the library and check it outl
Monday. August 20 at 7:00 p.m. Jo Hamilton author of “TPox

the Love of Scoti.”

i

Our author talk and book signing with auchor

Jo Hamilton is Monday, August 20th ac 7 p.m.
Jo grew up on a farm near Newell (Remember
former Laurens resident Dennis Hamilton?
That’s her brother!) and tells of this at the
beginning of her book. She then tells the story
of her brother Scott’s fight with cancer. Due to
her education in the health care field, she became the liaison between her family
and the hospital treating her younger brother. She taught her family how to read
Scotr’s medical chart and to ask pointed questions, no longer leaving his care to
the medical professionals who had overdosed him with drugs to the very brink of
death in less than three days. Join us to learn more about Jo Hamilton’s book For

the Love of Scott!

I'm going to try to remember to tell you about our new books every week
instead of losing the notes on my desk. We'll sec how long this lasts! Recent
audiobooks purchased by the Library Foundation include: The Rope by Nevada
Barr, Sweet Talk by Julie Garwood, The Inn at Rose Harbor by Debbie Macomber
and The Steve Jobs Biography by Walter Isaacson. New novels include 7he Inn at
Rose Harbor by Debbie Macomber, Are You the Love of My Life? by Susan Shreve,
The Prophet by Michael Kortya, By Starlight by Dorothy Garlock, and 7The
Bartender’s Tile by Ivan Doig. Of course we got Dr. Suess’ The Lorax DVD —
contact the Library if youd like to be on the list for it!

In memory of Dick Valentine, known for years in Laurens as the owner of
Valentine Specialties, Dale & Taylor Roewe have donated the books 150 Years of
International Harvester and The Farmall Dynasty. Stop in and check these out for
a wall through tractor history!

The Book Club is reading fz Her Shoes by Jennifer Weiner. This book is
about two very different sisters who reconnect with their grandmother. This is a
litele bit lighter reading than we've done the past few months, so pick up a copy
and join our discussion on Monday, August 27th at 7 p.m.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
August 22, 2012

My display cases are empty again ~ please contact the Library if
you have a collection you'd like to sharel

Well, it's about time for me to grab a copy of In Her Shoes by
Jennifer Weiner and get reading! The Book Club meets Monday,
August 27, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss it. Think I can have it done
by then? Come join us whether you've read the book or not - the
discussions are always so much fun!

These author visits we've had recently have been so interesting!
Recently I had another author stroll in and offer to do a program
- Alex Egertsen! 1 had heard he was writing a book of poetry, but

never heard 1f it had been published - well, it has! Join us Monday
|evening September 10, to hear more about it.

| Also on September 10, we'll be restarting our Monday morning
| Tot Times at 10:00 a.m. This is a fun rather informal story time for
'Itids that aren’t in school yet and their parents or care providers.
|Nancy, our children’s’ librarian, reads them stories, has an activity
'of some sort and a project or play theme. This is one of my favorite
| programs because it starts the love of the library and of books in
our youngest patrons!

I came acrass another one of those lists of good books the other
day. This list was of the best youth books and series. 1was pleased
to see that we already have a lot of these boolss, but it gave me some

'new ideas too! One author that I hadn't heard of had five books
on the listl How did I miss John Green? Well, now you can check
out his books Locking for Alaska, Paper Towns, Au Abundance
of Katherines, Will Grayson, Will Grayson, and The Fault in
Qur Stars (I donated the last one in memory of Nicole Schuett.)
Also Speak and Wintergirls by Laurie Anderson, Golden Lily and
Bloodlines by Richelle Mead, Nick & Nora's Infinite Playlist by
Rachel Cohn, Unwind by Neal Schusterman, I am the Messenger
by Markus Zusak and The Rise of 9 by Pittacus Lore. We got a
inew Christmas novel - The Christmas Pony by Melody Carlson
‘and just one CD audiobaook - Room by Emama Donoghue.
i Stop at the library and check it out!
| Monday, August 27 - The Book Club at 7:00 p.m.
| Monday. September 10 - 10:00 a.m. Tot Time, 7:00 p.m. Alex
| Egertson, author of Flames of the Phoenix, Tears of the Past
| Monday, September 17 - Tot Time @ 10:00 a.m., Writers Free for
(Al at 7:00 p.m.

Monday, September 24 - Tot Time @ 10:00 a.m.
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Author Jo 7:00 pm

Hamilton Visits
the Laurens Public
Librar

The Palpar~ bgrru,,,crwfuru?,
Author Jo Hamilton visited the 2014
Laurens Public Library recently to
share the story of her brother Scott.
The audience was entranced as she
detailed the story of the athletic
young man's battle with cancer and
his tragic last treatment that resulted
in the overdose that ultimately killed
him. On his deathbed, he requested
that his sister Jo tell his story to try to
prevent this sort of thing happening
to others. Now, 30 years later, she
has told his tale and is a health care
advocate, advising others of their
rights as patients when getting
medical treatment.
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Author Talk
& Poetry Reading
with
Alex Egertsen

7 o’clock
Monday,
September 10, 2012
at
Laurens Public
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ch_mmﬁ _._z_m City’s :mﬁ_<m poet Lawurens Sun
is shown a copy of his poetry book, Flames of the Phoenix,

u.mn..u Q. the Past, for Mary Svuba at the Laurens Public Library recently. Alex 3___ the

audience how his love of poetry was born while he was a at L VI

Many of the poems were actually written there during study halls. Alex is now a music

major at lowa Central Community College. Photo submitted by Glenda Mulder.

Alew mwﬁx*mfa 4o lks bout K

S book of %OP._I&

Alex: Egertsen Visits the Library

Alex Egertsen is shown autographing a copy of his poetry book, “Flames of the Phoenix,

Tears of the Past” for Mary Svuba at the Laurens Public Library recently. Alex told the

| audience how his love of poetry was born while he was a student at Laurens Marathon
School. Many of the poems were actually written there during study halls. Alex is now

a music major at lowa Central Community College.: | ke ‘W
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At the Library

. tember 19, 2012

with Glenda Mulder _ G BRI T g this next Mosday. Septecube
i ¢ . This month’s book choice is The Dive from Claussen’s v

mﬁm&ﬁg 5,2012 September 12,2012 [ (Luuresms Doup 12 Packer. AsT write tils Ton aboot & third of the way into it and

I'm getting pretty excited for our “Writer's E.am for All” to start!
Ruth Steinkoenig is going to be teaching this class. Whether ¢ done with the copy you have checked out. please return it to
you're a seasoned writer, have no experience whatsoever, or are € Library - we seem to be running short on them this monthi
moami_nnm in between, we welcome you to join usl Our frst iyone 15 welcome to jotn our this ¥ % 200
session will be September 17th at 7 p.m. with meetings to follow e library that has man;

| the third Monday of each month. Come, try something new and nﬁ%nﬁ:»ﬁbumw.wwwmﬁu%anwwﬂamww% Rm we would be Eﬁ.maom

| different with us! getting them in a rotation in our lbrary. I checled with a few _
| Well, I finished my annual report to the State Library of Iowa —~ itrons who are quilters and got immediate YESes. So if you |
(all 167 questions on 1! It really is pretty interesting to compile sed some inspiration, stop in and take a look — they should |
| these statistics. Here are a few things I learned:

| : here by the time you're reading this. iﬁr-mmwa:mﬁ here, also
* We have 26,3683 items available to checlt out, t ike a look at the quilt books & magazines that our library owns.
iew. S Monday! , the same as last year. ] that's roughly 's getting to be that time of year where this all seems pretty
pIEviEw. ace you vionday: ° Total number of checkouts last year was 42,355, wh ppealing, 1sn't it?
) . o o | ] 3 . A ich is ; in -mail awhile
We got a mn:w DVDs this week that are not new, but they are new to our collection. | | dovm about 3% from that crazy, record smashing number we had %nnmwﬁ%m_.mmﬁ oﬂmo_”.rﬂn.wn&wo Bh”owcmmqmwn«.,: muM:n = o e
IFyou want a tip down memory lane, come check out 7he Aristocats, Pocahontas, W | a year ago (1 have to admit it's been a bit of a relief to not be quite fIowa, to start a pr 1 age playgroup in Laurens.
Pocahontas 2, The Rescuers and The Rescuers Down Under. New fiction this week | gmpswswm_ w Sotal of 166G 196 i lere’s what she had to say, “My play group is geared for mothers
includes: Last to Die by Tess Gerritsen, Sunless Sea by Anne DPerry, Bones are Forever by ° e 2 total ast year was Tary sponsorecd
, ! rograms with a total attendance of 3, 8
Kathy Reichs, Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead, Trust Your Eyes by Linwood Barclay, The e $.926 (last year was 3,386.)
Tombs by Clive Cussler, Gone by Randy Wayne White, Return to Willow Lake by Susan Whew!

(he foper ,
Alex Egertsen gave us a copy of his book “Flames of the Phoenix, Tears of the Past.” As
luck would have it, we already have one ar the Library, so we're going to give it away to |
a lucky library patron. We wanted to do something different, so were having a “Why
[ Love My Library Contest”! Stop in and write us a short reason why you love LPL
and you'll be entered to win Alex’s book. Then join us September 10th at 7 p.m. for
his author visit! Alex Egertsen tells me that most of the poems in his book, “Flames of
the Phoenix, Tears of the Past” were written when he was a Laurens-Marathon student
— many of them during study halls! The Library has a copy of his book if youd like a

ally wishing I was spending my day at home reading iti If you

neir children and to give the children the opportunity to learn
ocial skills. What I do is supply the toys and I typically read

tith children ages 0-5 for the mothers to spend quality time with
Oh my, that's an average of s ening
. ~rage of e SRR dayt . book and do some aris and crafts/playdough but it is for the

: wil Idren.” So I talked to the lfbrarian
Wiggs, The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin, A Wanted Man by Lee Child, Bridesmaid by " ° We have nine public use computers compared to six last year. 2 moomrwﬂﬁm where WMW.W_BH had this program for some time
Beverly Lewis, Seven Days by Deon Meyer, Zoo by James Patterson, /i Between Days by * otal users were 3,684 this year. 8,207 last year. md she aged me to take advantage of the opportunity. So,

° All this with a total budget that 5%
Andrew Porter, Delusion in Death by ].D. Robb, The Other Woman by Hank Phillipi I | year. PRt wen. 0.5% Smaller Ui Jast

Ryan and Beautiful Mystery by Louise Perry. | 1 know I'm a bit prejudiced, but I'd say those are some preity
We'll be starting our Tot Time story times at 10 a.m. on September 10th. These will | | good stats! in a few months we'll be able to compare our answers

irab your little ones and come to the Library on the 8rd Thursday
norning of the month at 10 a.m. for “Building Futures Play
3roup.” This will start this week - September 20! Of course, we |

still have TotTime every Monday at ~Nwiﬁ.%w& P f
i ’s Li i ‘When I saw the preview for the bool unn’s n e,
continue every Monday that L-M has school. Nancy, our Children’s Librarian, has been _ with that of most of the other Librartes in lowa. 1was so proud | | knew it would be the perfect memorial for Lois Roswe from the

. ; oL 1 iy S0 | | 2s I hit the “submit” buiton because the deadline is October 16th!
making fun plans of books to read with activities and crafts that go along with them. So | | This is one report I lile to really think about and not do in a rush
grab a litdle one and join us — it’s lots of fun! | at the last minute. My old boss Ed must be awfully proud of the
) . fact that I didn't procrastinatel See, I was listening}

Stop at the Library & Check it Out! We (OK, in all honestly It's Deb & Nancy!) Bave vurind the big
i task of withdrawing all of our VHS movies from our collection.
Monday September 10 .E..w. <_Wmaﬂ. get nammxma out at all anymore since most have gone
! to s. Il you still have a VHS player, stop up and check out Stars by Peter Heller, And

10 a.m. - Tot Time | the selection on our table. You can have what you like for just a ol o g . sast

. L D b
7 p-m. - Alex Egertsen, author of Flames of the Phoenix, Tears of the Past ” small donation! .ugma .W-:MD Wﬁﬂﬂﬂw Gkgr“_wsm pmar wWMnu:&.E om«”

. .:..mcmoor Club’s choice this month is The Dive from Claussen's and Malice of Fortune by Michael Ennis. New mod m:nsgoww
| ier” by Ann Packer. I've heard great thin, i ude: The Time Keeper by Mitch Albom, One Breath Away
Monday September 17 | of no:%m haven't started it vet! mno Mm m_uo_.m this baok, but WMER Gudenkauf, The uww Stars by Peter Heller, Judgment Call
10 a.m. - Tot Time | A+ ye you are done with the copy you ance, Beautiful Disaster by Jamie McGuire, My Name is
-m. - To | have checled out, please return it to the Library - we seem to be Nw:rw Lum d MocE o:«%h« Umﬂw». the MNSE‘SE.Q aw.m of Julia
7 p.m. - Writers Free for All running short on them this month! Anyone is welcome to join our n@w by wowﬂuﬁ and Black List by Brad Thor. Also the DVD
discussion on Monday, Sepiember 24th at 7 p.m. The Lucky One, which is based on the Nicholas Sparks book.

Women's Club. Well, it was worth the wait - it came in last week
and it is gorgeous and derfull New in fi is No Easy
. Day by Mark Owen, The Second World War by Antony Beevor,
| Dream Team by Jack McCallum and the Old Farmer’s Almanac
2013. New fiction this week includes: Low Pre by Sand
Brown, Severe Clear by Stuart Woods, Winter of the World by
Ken Follett, Christmas Roses by Amenda Cabot, Bad Liitle Falls
by Paul Deiron (I've heard this is really good!) The Kingmaker's

Thursday, September 20 Stop at the library and check it outl Stop at the Ifbrary and checl it out! .
10 a.m. - “Building Futures Play Group” X Thursday. m«ugvnw_wo.o Oam.
Monday, Sepiember 17 - Tot Time @ 10 am “Building Futures Play Group
Writers Free for All @ 7 p.m. Monday, September 24, 10 wbr Tot Time
Monday September 24 Thursday. September 20 @ 10 am “Building Futures Play 7 p.m. The Book Club

B o S LR
_ ;s er 15. 7 p.m.,

7 p.m. - The Book Club | Monday. September 24 @ 10 am Tot Time; 7 p.m. The Boolk , ?:Bh%m:%wwoch T8 10 m.?v..m::&bm Futures Phiy Group®

Club Thursday, October 25, 7 p.m., The Book Club

, Sty - ) Wednesday, October 31, 6:30 p.m., Halloween Magician Larry

| Dunbar

Thursday, November 8, Library Foundation Pancal PP

Fundraiser and Lauren Pelon Concert at the Library!

At the Library

in Pocahontas where they have had
this program for some time and she
encouraged me to take advantage of

At the Library |
with Glenda Mulder

At the NN.WN\.\NNQ\ Upcoming Events

September 12, 2012

lne ¢ Oy
I'm getting pretty excited for our “Writer’s Free for All” to start!

Ruth Steinkoenig is going to be teaching this class. Whether you're
a seasoned writer, have no experience whatsoever, or are somewhere
in between, we welcome you to join us! Our first session will be
September 17th at 7 pm with meetings to follow the 3rd Monday of
cach month. Come, try something new and different with us!

Well, I finished my annual report to the State Library of lowa — all
167 questions on it! It really is pretty interesting to compile these
statistics. Here are a few things I learned:

° We have 26,353 items available to check out, that’s roughly the
same as last year.

* Total number of checkourts last year was 42,355, which is down
about 3% from that crazy, record smashing number we had a year ago
(I'have to admit it’s been a bit of a relief to not be quite that busy!)

° We had a toral of 185 (last year was 135) library sponsored
programs with a total atcendance of 3,926 (last year was 3,386.) Oh
my, that’s an average of something happening every other day! Whew!

* We have 9 public use computers compared to 6 last year. Total
users were 3,694 this year, 3,207 last year.

* All this with a rotal budget that was 6.5% smaller than last year.

I 'know I'm a bit prejudiced, but I'd say those are some pretty good
stats! In a few months we’ll be able to compare our answers with
that of most of the other Libraries in lowa. Iwas so proud as [ hit
the “submit” button because the deadline is October 15th! This is
one report I like to really think about & not do in a rush at the last
minute. My old boss Ed must be awfully proud of the fact that I
didn’t procrastinate! See, I was listening!

We (OK, in all honestly it's Deb & Nancy!) have started the big
task of withdrawing all of our VHS movies from our collection. They
hardly get checked out at all anymore since most have gone to DVDs.
If you still have a VHS player, stop up and check out the selection on
our table. You can have what you like for just a small donation!

The Book Club’s choice this month is “The Dive from Claussen’s
Pier” by Ann Packer. I've heard great things about this book, but of
course haven’t started it yet! If you are done with the copy you have
checked out, please return it to the Library — we scem to be running
short on them this month! Anyone is welcome to join our discussion
on Monday, September 24th at 7 pm.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
Monday, September 17 - Tot Time @ 10 a.m.
Writers Free for All @ 7 p.m.
Thursday, September 20 @ 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
Monday, September 24 @ 10 a.m. Tot Time
7 p.m. The Book Club 12

W with Glenda Mulder

September 19, 2012

The Book Club night is coming this
next Monday, September 24th. This
month’s book choice is “7he Dive from
Claussen’s Pier” by Ann Packer. As I
write this, 'm about a third of the way
into it and really wishing I was spending
my day at home reading it! If you are
done with the copy you have checked
out, please return it to the Library — we
seem to be running short on them this
month! Anyone is welcome to join our
discussion this Monday ac 7 p.m.

We got an e-mail the other day
from a library that has many recent
quilting books. They wondered if we
would be interested in getting them in a
rotation in our library. I checked with
a few patrons who are quilters and got
immediate YESes. So if you need some
inspiration, stop in and rake a look —
they should be here by the time you're
reading this. While you're here, also take
a look at the quilt books & magazines
that our library owns. It’s getting to be
that time of year where this all seems
pretty appealing, isn't it?

Another great opportunity also
came our way in an e-mail awhile back.
Kate Tewald, In-home Counselor at
Children and Families of Towa, wanted
to start a preschool age playgroup in
Laurens. Here's what she had o say,
“My play group is geared for mothers
with children ages 0-5 for the mothers
to spend quality time with their children
and to give the children the opportunity
to learn social skills. What I do is supply
the toys and I typically read a book and
do some arts and crafts/playdough but
itis for the mothers to interact with the
children.” So I talked o the librarian

the opportunity. So, grab your little
ones and come to the Library on the
3rd Thursday morning of the month at
10 o'clock for “Building Futures Play
Group.” This will start this week —
September 20th! Of course, we still have
TotTime every Monday at 10 a.m. also!
When I saw the preview for the book
“Tim Gunn’s Fashion Bible” 1 knew it
would be the perfect memorial for Lois
Roewe from the Women’s Club. Well,
it was worth the wait — it came in last
week and it is gorgeous and wonderful!
New in nonfiction is No Easy Day by
Mark Owen, The Second World War
by Antony Beevor, Dream Team by
Jack McCallum and the O/d Farmer’s
Almanac 2013. New fiction this week
includes: Low Pressure by Sandra Brown,
Severe Clear by Stuart Woods, Winter
of the World by Ken Follett, Christmas
Roses by Amanda Cabot, Bad Listle
Falls by Paul Doiron (I've heard this is
really good!) 7he Kingmaker’s Daughter
by Phillipa Gregory, The Dog Stars by
DPeter Heller, And When She Was Good
by Laura Lippman, Beautiful Disaster
by Jamie McGuire, Echo through the
Snow by Andrea Thalasinos, and Malice
of Fortune by Michael Ennis. New CD
audiobooks include: The Time Keeper
by Mitch Albom, One Breath Away by
Heather Gudenkauf, 7%e Dog Stars by
Peter Heller, Judgment Call by J.A. Jance,
Beautifil Disaster by Jamie McGuire, My
Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveira,
Dearie: the Remarkable Life of Julia Child
by Bob Spitz, and Black List by Brad
Thor. Also the DVD The Lucky One,
which is based on the Nicholas Sparks
book.

Stop at the Library
& Check it Ouz!

Thursday, September 20
10 a.m. - “Building Futures Play Group”

Monday, September 24
10 a.m. - Tot Time
7 p.m. - The Book Club

Monday, October 1
10 a.m. - Tot Time

Monday, October 8
10 a.m. - Tot Time

Monday, October 15

10 a.m. - Tot Time

7 p.m. - Writers Free for All

Thursday, October 18

10 a.m. - “Building Futures Play Group”

Monday, October 22
10 a.m. - Tot Time

Thursday, October 25
7 p.m. - The Book Club

Monday, October 29
10 a.m. - Tot Time

Wednesday, October 31
6:30 p.m. - Halloween Magician Larry
Dunbar

Thursday, November 8

Library Foundation Pancake Supper
Fundraiser & Lauren Pelon Concerr at
the Library!

rnews and photas
It's fun and it’s
FREE! N -




Writer’s Free for All at the Library

Ruth Steinkoenig kicked off the Writer's Free for All at the Laurens Public Library
recently. We spent the evening getting to know each other as writers. Some of the
participants are experienced writers, some have never written outside of school. Ruth
encouraged us to get 3 ring binders to keep our writing and our inspirations all in one
place. Everyone is asked to use their favorite method, whether it's pen & paper or on
the computer, and write a little something to share at our next meeting, Writer's Free
for All will meet on the third Monday of every month at 7 pm at the Laurens Public
Library. Please join us!

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
September 26, 2012

We have a new opportunity to learn abouélife in another country. At 7 on Monday evening, October 8th, Sarah Hixon will tell of
her experiences nannying a little boy in Turkey for 3 months. She told me, “I was able to travel around on my free days by myself or
with people I met, but the family [ stayed with also took me around to sight see on the weekends.” Come, join us and live vicariously
through the experiences of someone else!

As a nod to the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, The Book Club suggested a novel from chat era for our October read. In Robin
Oliviera’s “My Name is Mary Sutter” the main character travels to Washington, D.C., to tend wounded soldiers and pursue her dream
of becoming a surgeon. Headstrong midwife Mary receives guidance from two smitten doctors and resists her mother's pleas for her to
return home. I'm not generally a fan of historical fiction, but I'm hoping this strong lead character will be enough to draw me in! Join
us Monday, October 22nd at 7 pm for the discussion.

Kate Tewald, In-home Counselor at Children and Families of lowa, was very pleased with the turnout at our first month’s playgroup
for children who dor’t get to go to school yet. This play group is geared to children ages 0-5 for the mother (or sitter!) to spend quality
time with the children and to give the kids an opportunity to learn social skills. Put it on your calendar the 3rd Thursday of the month
at 10 am. Of course, we also have TotTime where Nancy reads to the kids, has a craft, activity & snack every Monday at 10 am. It’s so
fun to see our youngest patrons excited to come to the Library! (I also kind of get a kick out of it when the little ones cry when Mom
says it’s time to leave, but the Moms don't always appreciate that as much as I do!)

We were also very excited by the diverse group that gathered for our Writer's Free for All. Ruth has us all inspired and has
challenged us to write “something of interest to us” to share at our'next meeting October 15th. If this has piqued your interest, please
join us any month it works for you — even if you missed the first meeting. We want this to be much in the same spirit as our Book
Club - Join us when you can and feel good about that, don’t feel guilty when life gets crazy and you can'

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

t fit us in that month!

Upcoming Events
Monday, October 1
10 a.m. - Tot Time

@

.Pﬂ ﬂ——ﬂ —..— mv—..mw-.w\ with Glenda Vulder
Monday, October 8 \ Y Al
10 a.m. - Tot Time ) i ¥
Monday, October 15
10 a.m. - Tot Time
7 p.m. - Writers Free for All
Thursday, October 18
10 a.m. - “Building Futures Play Group”

wyw.laurenspubliclibrary.com

September 26, 201
We have a new opportunity to learn about life in another
country. At 7:00 p.m., on Monday evening, October 8th Sarah
Hixon will tell of her experiences nannying a little boy in Turkey
for three months. She told me, “I was able to travel around on

Monday, October 22
10 a.m. - Tot Time

Thursday, October 25
7 p.m. - The Book Club

Monday, October 29
10 a.m. - Tot Time

my free days by
stayed with also

myself or with people I met, but the family 1
teok me around to sight see on the weekends.”

Come, join us and live vicariously through the experiences of
someone else!

As a nod to the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, The Book
Club suggested a novel from that era for our October read. In
Robin Oliviera’s My Name is Mary Suiter the main character

Words of wisdom
Ruth Steinkoenig reads from her worl at the first gathering of the Writers Free-For-
All at the Laurens Public Library. Steinkoenig used some of her original work to show

attendees how to relate persomal stories to a specific audience at the September 17
gathering. Photo by Jamie Whitney. =

Writer’s pers el ,mgw%m why, TOUR
Free Y AR e s&ﬁm\w Scri
for
All |

3'Y Monday of 4
every month
k: co'

Laurens Public
Library

writer: ri-ter- noun
author; one who writes
litiérateur. scrivener. penman, scribe

travels to Washington, D.C., to tend wounded soldiers and
pursue her dream of becoming a surgeon. Headstrong midwife
Mary receives guidance from two smitten doctors and resists her
mother's pleas for her to return home. I'm not generally a fan of
historical fiction, but I'm hoping this strong lead character will
e enough to draw me in! Join us Monday, October 22 at 7:00
p.m., for the discussion.

Kate Tewald, In-home Counselor at Children and Families of
lowa. was very pleased with the turnout at our first month's
playgroup for children who don't get to go to school yet. This play
group is geared to children ages 0-5 for the mother (or sitter!)
o spend quality time with the children and to give the kids an
opportunity to learn social skills. Put it on your calendar the
third Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. Of course, we also
have TotTime where Nancy reads to the lids. has 2 craft. activity
and snack every Monday at 10:00 a.m. It's so fun to see our
youngest patrons excited to come to the Library! (1 also kind
of get a kick out of it when the little ones cry when Mom says
ii's time to leave, but the Moms don’t always appreciate that as
much as | dol)

We were also very excited by the diverse group that gathered
for our Writer's Free for All. Ruth has us all inspired and has
challenged us to write “something of interest to us” to share ai
our next meeting October 15. If this has piqued your interest,
please join us any month it works for you - even if you missed
the first meeting, We want this to be much in the same spirit
as our Bool Club - Join us when you can and feel good about
that. don't feel guilty when life gets crazy and you can’t fit us in
that month!

Stop at the library and check it out!

Mondays, October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 10:00 a.m. Tot Time

Ociober 8, at 7:00 p.m.. Sarah Hixon Travels in Turkey

October 15, at 7:00 p.m., Writers Free for All

Ociober 18, at 10:00 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”

October 22, at 7:00 p.m.. The Bools Club

October 31, ai 8:30 p.n., Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar

November 8, Library Foundation Pancale Supper Fundraiser.

Laurens
Public

Library

September
2012

Please return
your book
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discussion

9/24/12
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with Glenda Mulder
October 3, 2012

I just have to tell you what I did last
week! I had the opportunity to hear
author Immaculée Ilibagiza speak at the
BV campus in Storm Lake. She lost
most of her family in the 1994 Rwanda
holocaust, but survived by hiding with
7 other women in a bathroom that was
“only 3 feet by 4 feet. What an amazing
and inspiring story of survival and
forgiveness she has to tell. At one point
she challenged the audience to be kinder
to those we meet because we don’t know
their journey. Isn't that a great way to
putit? So true! It really does put my
daily troubles into perspective. Our
Library has 2 of her books, “Lefs to Tell;
discovering God amidst the Rwandan
holocaust” and “Led by faith: rising from
the ashes of the Rwandan genocide.” You

should read them!

Oops, I forgot to tell you about new
books last week! And so soon after
vowing that I wouldn’t do that.... Well,
here goes! New nonfiction includes:
Solo: a memoir of Hope by Olympic
soccer goalkeeper Hope Solo, 7he party
is over: how Republicans went crazy,
Democrats became useless, and the middle
class got shafied by Mike Lofgren, My
story, my song : mother-daughter reflections
on life and faith by Lucimarian and
Robin Roberts, 7'd like to apologize to
every teacher I ever had : my year as a
rookie teacher at Northeast High by Tony
Danza, Wheat Belly by William Davis,
Gluten-Free on a shoestring 125 easy
recipes by Nicole Hunn, and Cupcakes
and Cashmere by Emily Schuman. New
novels include: 7hose We Love Most by
Lee Woodruff, Resurrection Express by
Stephen Romano, Hiss and Hers by M.C.

Beaton, Whered You Go, Bernadette? by
Maria Semple, Postcards from the Dead
by Laura Childs, Fools Gold Christmas
by Susan Mallery, Outlaws Christmas
by Linda Lael Miller, Mad River by
John Sanford, Blackberry Winter by
Sarah Jio, Breed by Chase Novak, Black
Fridays by Michael Sears, Vanishing
Point by Val McDermid, NYPD Red
by James Patterson, Heart Broke In by
James Meck, Casual Vacancy by J. K.
Rowling, Imitation of Death by Cheryl
Crane, In Sunlight and Shadow by Mark
Helprin, Tricksters Point by William
Kent Krueger, and Live by Night by
Dennis LeHanne. New CD Audiobooks
include: Hiss and Hers, The Tipping
Point, Low Pressure, Three Day Affuir,
and Guilty Wives. New DVDs include
The Best Exotic Hotel Marigold, Magic
of Belle Isle, and Snow White and the
Huntsman.

At 7 this coming Monday evening,
October 8th, Sarah Hixon will tell of
her experiences nannying a litcle boy
in Turkey for 3 months. She told me,
“I'was able to travel around on my free
days by myself or with people I met, but
the family I stayed with also took me
around to sight see on the weekends.”
Come, join us and live vicariously
through the experiences of someone else!

Have you been reading and writing?
The Book Club is reading “My Name
is Mary Sutter” by Robin Oliviera and
meets for discussion the 4th Monday of
every month at 7 p.m. “Writer’s Free for
All” meets 3rd Mondays at 7 p.m. and
this month Ruth has challenged us to
write our feelings concerning “Simple
Things Mean A Lot” just a single word
or several lines to be shared as an opener.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com

October 3, 2012

1 just have to tell you what I did last week! 1had the opportunity
to hear author Immaculée Ilibagiza speak at the Buena Vista
University campus in Storm Lake. She lost most of her family in
the 1994 Rwanda holocaust, but survived by hiding with seven
other women in a bathroom that was only three feet by four feet.
What an amazing and inspiring story of survival and forgiveness
she has to tell. At one point she challenged the audience to be
kinder to those we meet because we don’t know their journey.
Isn’t that a great way to put it? So truel It really does put my
daily troubles into perspective. Our Library has two of her books,
“Left to Tell; discovering God amidst the Rwandan holocaust” and
“Led by faith: rising from the ashes of the Rwandan genocide.”
You should read them!

Oops, I forgot to tell you about new books last week! And so
soon after vowing that I wouldn't do that.... Well, here goes! New
nonfiction includes: Solo: @ memoir of Hope by Olympic soccer
goalkeeper Hope Salo, The party is over: how Republicans went
crazy, Democrats became useless, and the middle class got shafted
by Mike Lofgren, My story. my song : mother-daughter reflections
on life and faith by Lucimarian and Robin Roberts, I'd like to

polagize to every teacher I ever had : my year as a rookie teacher
at Northeast High by Tony Danza, Wheat Belly by William Davis,
Gluten-Free on a shoestring 125 easy recipes by Nicole Hunn, and
Cupcalces and Cashmere by Emily Schuman. New novels include:
Those We Love Most by Lee Woodruff, Resurrection Express by
Stephen Romano, Hiss and Hers by M.C. Beaton, Where'd You
Go, Bernadette? by Maria Semple, Postcards from the Dead by
Laura Childs, Fools Gold Christmas by Susan Mallery, Outlaws
Christmas by Linda Lael Miller, Mad River by John Sanford,
Blackberry Winter by Sarah Jio, Breed by Chase Novak, Black
Fridays by Michael Sears, Vanishing Point by Val McDermid.,
NYPD Red by James Patterson, Heart Broke in by James Meek,
Casual Vacancy. by J. K. Rowling, Imitation of Death by Cheryl
Crane, In Sunlight and Shadow by Mark Helprin, Tricksters Point
by Willilam Kent Krueger, and Live by Night by Dennis LeHanne.
New CD Audiobooks include: Hiss and Hers, The Tipping Point,
Low Pressure, Three Day Affair, and Guilty Wives. New DVDs
include The Best Exotic Hotel Marigold, Magic of Belle Isle, and
Snow White and the Huntsman. i

At 7:00 this coming Monday evening, October 8, Sarah Hixon
will tell of her experiences nannying a little boy in Turkey for
three months. She told me, ‘I was able to travel around on my
free days by myself or with people I met, but the family I stayed
with also took me around to sight see on the weekends.” Come,
Jjoin us and live vicariously through the experiences of someone
else!

Have you been reading and writing? The Book Club is reading
My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliviera and meets for discussion
the fourth Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. “Writer’s Free for
All" meets the third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m., and this
month Ruth has challenged us to write our feelings concerning
“Simple Things Mean A Lot” just a single word or several lines to
be shared as an opener.

Stop at the library and check it out!

Mondays, October 8, 15, 22 and 29, 10:00 a.m., Tot Time

Qctober 8, at 7:00 pm.. Sarah Hixon Travels in Turkey

October 15, at 7:00 p.m., Writers Free for All

October 18, at 10:00 a.m., “Building Futures Play Group”

October 22, at 7:00 p.m., The Book Club

October 31, at 6:30 p.m., Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar

November 8, Library Foundation Pancake Supper Fundraiser

LM Elementary & Laurens Library will “Read for the Record”

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record®, presented in partnership with the Pearson Foundation, will take place on wﬁ?.:mm.mv\. October 4th. ,
This will take place at Laurens Marathon Elementary and this local event is a partnership with the Laurens Public Library. Jumpstart’s
Read for the Record is an annual reading

celebration that highlights the need for quality

On October 4,

early education in America by mobilizing adults
and children to set a record for the largest shared
reading experience.

Librarians and teachers will all be reading
“Ladybug Girl and the Bug Squad” as part of this
national effort to read the same book to a record
number of children across America. At the close
of the day, local numbers will be submitted to be
compiled by Jumpstart.

Join Millions of People Reading

adybag GitL

by David Soman and
Jacky

avis
' 11;' .

.

Laurens-Marathon and the Laurens
Library will ‘Read for the Record’

Jumpstart’s Read for
the Record®, presented in
partnership with the Pearson
Foundation, will take place
on Thursday, October 4. This
will take place at Laurens-
Marathon Elementary and this
local event is a partnership with
the Laurens Public Library.
Jumpstart's Read for the
Record is an annual reading
celebration that highlights the
need for quality early education

in America by mobilizing adults
and children to set a record
for the largest shared reading
experience.

Librarians and teachers will
all be reading “Ladybug Girl
and the Bug Squad” as part of
this national effort to read the
same book to a record number
of children across America.
At the close of the day, local
numbers will be submitted to
be compiled by Jumpstart.




the Laurens Public Library
onday, October 8 at 7 pm
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o you have an e-reader? If you do,
ave you checked out any books from
LBUR? In case you've forgotten
LBUR is our online consortium
e-books & audiobooks — and you
in download them FREE!! All you
eed is a computer and your library
rd number. The best part, from this
brarian’s point of view, is that after two
Tn_? they automatically are removed
om your device and returned to the
nline library — we never have to hassle
ou about overdue materials! There’s a
vnw on our Library’s website that will

ake you to the WILBUR website. Once
ou're there, you'll find great tutorials

1 the help section that will lead you
hrough the process for your particular
evice — and yes, it now works for most
very device from Nook & Kindle to
Phones. Check it out!

“Building Futures” Play Group meets
his Thursday at 10 a.m. Kate Tewald of
“hildren and Families of Jowa will bring
ome toys and read a book or two. She
ays, “Play is a child’s work, play helps
ocialize children and play gives children
| chance to learn and grow.” So grab the
ittle ones and join us for some kid play
ime & Mommy socializing the third
[hursday morning of every month! We
lso have our Tot Time Stories at 10 a.m.
-very Monday for those little ones that
aren’t in school yet!

1 have to admit that T am really
njoying the Civil War era novel, “My
Name is Mary Sutter” by Robin Oliviera.
’m a bit surprised because I don’t always
njoy historical fiction. This is The
Book Club’s choice for October. I need

Local News & Advertising

rary. &.. Announcements

T've had kids asking, so I better tell you guys too — YES, we will be having our traditional Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar at the
brary! When I checked to be sure we were on his calendar, he said of course we were — it just wouldn’t be Halloween anywhere else!

Please mark Thursday, November 8th on your calendar and plan to join us for the Library Foundation’s Fall Fundraiser Pancake

ipper. After we've fed your stomach, walk over to the Library — there will be music to feed your soul. When I was looking for a musical
ogram for this evening, I thought, who better to ask than our local instrumental music teacher. Ms. Allen’s immediate reply was that

e knew just the person for me, and would check if he would consider coming to Laurens on a Thursday evening (and if we could afford
1) Well, the next thing I know, we've got Iowa Rock 'n Roll Music Association Hall of Fame 2012 inductee Mike Langley booked for
rogram! I'll have more derails on that later; I just wanted you to be sure to mark it on your calendars!

to keep my nose in it though because
this month is sliding past pretty quickly!
Grab a copy of this book so you can
join us for the discussion on Monday,
October 22 (always the 4th Monday of
the month) at 7 p.m.

New DVDs recently include: Marvel’s
The Avengers, Dark Shadows, Singin’ in
the Rain 6Oth Anniversary, and Monster
House. Books include Robert B Parker’s
Lullaby & Fool Me Twice, and Josiah
for President. Audiobooks include The
Tombs by Clive Cussler and SixKill by
Robert Parker. It seems like we've had
more new things than that, but that’s all
the invoices I have, so I guess anything
else will just wait until next week!

Have you got your costume and
candy ready for Halloween? Me either,
but I'm looking forward to doing it!
Hope you can join us at the Library at
6:30 p.m. as we continue our Halloween
tradition with Magician Larry Dunbar.
What fun it is to see the excited kids in
their costumes trying to help me figure

navdanrenonnhiinil e .

en I walked in the Library Monday morning it was as if the Carpet Fairy had visited! A big thank you goes to Denny Waters for the - : X
nation of his carpet cleaning services to our Library.
On October 4th I took the book “Ladybug Girl and the Bug Squad” up to the school and read it to 142 elementary kids! What a
book with a lesson in friendship, hurt feelings and apologizing. It also might have given me an idea for my Halloween costume ...
’Il have to see about that! Anyway, this was all part of the worldwide program “Read for the Record.” When I got back to the Library I
bistered my number of kids read to and should hear within a week or so if a new record was set. I'll let you know!

“Writer's Free for All” meets this Monday at 7 pm. This new program has made me aware of how much I write for work. It's kind

fun to see it more as a hobby sort of thing though. This month Ruth, our leader, has challenged us to write our feelings concerning
imple Things Mean A Lot” just a single word or several lines to be shared as an opener. I'm curious to hear what the other participants
Il have to share. Whether you came to the first meeting or not, it’s time to jump in with both feet!

Well, I also hope you've found plenty of time for reading! This month The Book Club is reading the Civil War era novel, “My Name is
lary Sutter” by Robin Oliviera. We'll meet for discussion on the 22nd (always the 4th Monday of the month) at 7 pm.

Seems like we should find more “R” things to do on Monday nights, doesnt it? So far we're Reading and wRiting .....hmmmm we'll
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When I walked in the Library Monday morning it was as if the | |
Carpet Fairy had visited! A big thank you goes to Denny Waiers |
for the donation of his carpet cleaning services to our Library.

On October 4, 1 took the book Ladybug Girl and the Bug Squad
up to the school and read it t0 142 elementary kidsi What a fun |
book with a lesson in friendship, hurt feelings and apologizing.
it also might have given me an idea for my Hailoween costume
i ...We'll have to see about that! Anyway. this was all part of the |

worldvide program “Read for the Record.” When I got back to the
Library. I registered my number of kids read to and should hear
within a week or so if a new record was set. I'll let you knowi
“V/riter's Free for All” meets this Monday at 7:0C p.m. This new

program has made me aware of how much I write for work. It's
kind of fun to see it more as a hobby sort of thing though. This
 month Ruth. our ieader, has challenged us to rite our feelings |
concerning “Simple Things Mean A Lot.” Jusi 2 single word or |
several lines to be shared as an opener. I'm curious to hear what ' !
| the other participants will have to share. Whether you came to |
the first meeting or not, it's time to jump in with both feet!

Well, 1 also hope you've found plenty of time for readingi This
month The Book Club is reading the Civil War era novel, biy ilame
is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliviera. We'll meet for discussion on Cct. |
22 (always the 4th Monday of the month) at 7:00 p.m.

Seems like we should find more “R” things to do on Monday |
nights, doesn't it? So far we're Reading and wRiting .....hmmmm ' |
we'll have to put our thinking caps on for that! |

I've had kids asking, so I betier tell you guys too -~ YES. we will |
* be having our traditional Halloween Magician Larry Cunbar at the
. Library! When I checked to be sure we were on his calendar. he
said of course we were - it just wouldn't be Halioween anywhere
elsel Program starts at 6:3C p.in.

Please mark Thursday, November 8, on your calendar and plan
to join us for the Library Foundation's Fall Fundraiser Pancake
Supper. After we've fed your stomach. walk over o the Library
~ there will be music to feed your soul. When | was looking for
a musical program for this evening, I thought. who better to ask
~ than our local instrumental music teacher. Ms. Allex’s immediate

! reply was that she knew just the person for me. and would check
. I he would consider coming to Laurens on a Thursday evening it
%ﬂ@% at the N~®w§»§ &S&_ (and if we could afford himi) Well, the next thing I know, we've got
R ! Iowa Rock ‘n Roll Music Association Hall of Fame 2012 inductee
Check it Out! ' Mike Langley booked for a program! I'll have more details on that
| later; I just wanted you to be sure to mark it on your calendars! i
)
Thursday; October 18 i Stop at the library and check it out!
i

out just how he does all those tricks!
Remember.....the pancakes are
coming.... :-)

r Aty " Mondays, October 15, 22 & 29 10:00 a.m. Tot Time
10 am - “Building Futures Play Group October 15 at 7:00 p.m., Writers Free for All
Gctober 18 at 10:00 a.m.. “Building Futures Piay Group”
October 22 at 7:00 p.m., The Book Club
October 31 at 6:3C p.m., Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar
November 8 Library Foundation Pancaie Supper Tundraiser.
Mike Langley Concert

Monday October, 22 I
10 a.m. - Tot Time |
7 p.m. - The Book Club ‘,

Monday, October 29
10 a.m. - Tot Time ;

‘Wednesday, October 31 ;
6:30 p.m. - Halloween Magician Larry
Dunbar

Thursday, November 8 h
Library Foundation Pancake Supper
Fundraiser & Mike Langley Concert

Laurens
Public

Library
October
2012

Please return
your book
by our

discussion Jot

October 24, 2012

Boo! ;-) I'm just practicing — just one more week until Halloween, you know! | think I enjoy this holiday
more every year. It's so fun to see what the kids choose for their costumes. And of course, we have our
magician at the libraryl It starts at 6:30 p.m., just as Trick or Treating is winding down. People of all
ages are invited to see if they can figure out the magic of Larry Dunbar - and of course to see all the other
people’s costumes! Join us!

OK, if it’s Halloween time, you know our Library Foundation Fall Fund Drive is right around the corner.
We'll be asking for your donations to make enhancements to thelLibrary that just can't be taken care of
within the normal library budget.
Programs, Wilbor d
Audlobooks, Kids Summer R
is all fired up about it!) and packets of books for new babies. With our brochures and at the Pancake
Supper (November 8!), we'll be raising money to support those programs as well as to buy e-readers that
can be checked out by our patrons!

As our way of saying thanks for being a library booster, we will be having a program at the library
November 8 also. Mike Langley
his bio on his website (mikelangley.com) it says the old saying “the apple doesn't fall far from the tree”
couldn’t be more appropriate when referring to Sioux City singer/songwriter Mike Langley. The son of
long-time Sloux City musician Jack Langley, Mike grew up in a musical family - constantly surrounded
by guitars. He started playing guitar at age nine, taught by his dad. Mike played his first gig at the age of
ten in a dirt-floor, hole-in-the-wall joint in the Sioux City Stockyards. While in junior high and high school
he played guitar and sang with Jack at a multitude of clubs in Nashville and back in Sioux City. His
website goes on to list his education and musical experiences; it's all rather interesting reading. Check it
out if you have the timel To me one of the last entries is the most interesting - Mike was a 2012 Inductee
into the lowa Rock ‘n Roll Music Association Hall of Fame! Hope you can join us at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
November 8 to hear his music.

Well it’s also time for a new book for The Book Club. This month'’s choice is nonfiction for a change, The
Tipping Point: How little things can male a big difference, by Malcolm Gladwell. Of course I haven't started
it (as | write this I'm having doubts if I'll get my October book read in time for the meeting Monday night -
yikes!) so I'll copy a bit of what I've read about it;"Little changes can have big effects; when small numbers
of people start behaving differently, that behavior can ripple outward until a critical mass or ‘tipping point’
is reached, changing the world.” Gladwell's thesis that ideas, products, messages and behaviors “spread
just like viruses do” remains a metaphor as he follows the growth of word-of-mouth epidemics.” I've heard
this is a very interesting book and I bet it will make a great discussion on Monday, November 26!

I'm out of room, but I'm going to tell you about some of our new books anyway! I'll limit myself to just
the new novels. The Secret Keeper by Kate Morton, Irish Country Wedding by Patrick Taylor, Bone Bed
by Patricia Cornwell, Panther by Nelson Demille, Full Disclosure by Dee Henderson, Sleep No More by Iris

—,.”—-V\ with Glenda Mulder
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Ongoing projects brought to you by the Library Foundation include
diobooks & e-baoks, themed tubs delivered monthly to daycares, CD
ding Program (speaking of that, Nancy attended a workshop last week and
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ded by L-M Band Instructor Meredith Allen. In
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hear his music.

and Ar

10/22/12
@ 7:00 pm

Stop at the library and check it out!
Every Monday at 10 a.m. Tot Time

by James Patterson.

Y

Qctober 31 6:30 p.m. Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar
November 8 Library Foundation Pancake Supper Fundraiser and Mike Langley Concert
November 15 at 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
November 19 at 7 p.m. Writers Free for All
November 26 at 7 p.m. The Book Club

* toys and read a book or

Cetober 17, 2012 L Q™ Tl S U
Do you have an e-reader? If you do, have you checked
out any books from WILBUR? In case you've forgotten WILBUR
is our cnline consortium of e-beoks & audiobocks — and you can
downlead them FREE!l All you need is a computer and your
library card number. The best part of these from this librarian’s
point of view is that after two wweeks, they automatically are
removed from your device end returned to the online library —
we never have to hassle you about overdue materials! There's a
link on our Library's website theat will take you to the WILBUR
website. Once you're there, you'll find great tutorfals in the heip
section that will l=ad you through the process for your particular
cevice — and yes, it now works for mest every device from Nook
and [Gadle to iPhones. Check: it outi
" Play Group meets this Thursday at 10 a.am.
ren anc Famiiies of fowa, will bring some
She says, “Play is a child’s worlk,
and play gives children a chance to
i#tile ones and join s for some kid

Kate Tewald, of Ch:
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Menday for those little ones that aren't in school yet!

Ihave to admit that I am really enjoying the Civil War era novel,
Neme is Mary Sutter by Robin Cliviera. I'm a bit surprised
because I don't always emjsy hist
Club’s choice for Qcicher. 1
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keep my nose in it though
hecause this month is sliding »ast pretty quickly! Grab a copy

S
of this bool so you can jcin ts for the discussion on Monday,
Qcioler 22 (always the 4th Ionday of the month) at 7 p.m.
lcw DVDs recently include: Marvel's The Avengers, Dark

Sharows, Singin’ in the2 Rain 8Cth Anniversary, and Monster
Fouse. 1

Books include Toberi B Parlrer's Lullaby and Fool Me
Twice, and Josich for Presicent. Auvdiokooks include The Tombs
by Clive Cussler and Std¥ill by Rebert Parker. It seems like we've
had mere new things than that, tut that's all the invoices I have,
80 | guess anything else will just wait until next week!

Have you got your costume and candy ready for Halloween?
I/ either, but I'm locking forward to doing Hope you can
join us at the Library at 6:30 p.r. as we continue our Halloween
tradition with Magician Larry Dunbar. What fun it is to see the
excited kids in their costumes trying to help me figure out just
hovw he does all those {riclzs]

Remerper.....the pancakes are coming.... :-)

Stop at the library and check it cut!

October 18 at 1C a.n “Building Futures Play Group”
Mondays, October 22 & 29 10 a.m. Tot Time
October 22 7 2.m. The Book Club
Cctober 31 6:30 p.n:. Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar
ation Pancake Supper Fundraiser
gley Concert
Moverber 19 at 7 p.m. Writers Iree for All

At the Library
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Boo! ;-) I'm just practicing — just one more week until Halloween, you know! I think I
enjoy this holiday more every year. It’s so fun to see what the kids choose for their costumes.
And of course, we have our magician at the Library! It starts at 6:30 p.m., just as Trick or
Trearting is winding down. People of all ages are invited to see if they can figure out the
magic of Larry Dunbar — and of course to see all the other people’s costumes! Join us!

OK, if it’s Halloween time, you know our Library Foundation Fall Fund Drive is right
around che corner. We'll be asking for your donations to make enhancements to the Library
that just can't be taken care of wichin the normal Library budger. Ongoing projects brought
to you by the Library Foundation include Programs, Wilbor downloadable audiobooks
& e-books, themed tubs delivered monthly to daycares, CD Audiobooks, Kids Summer
Reading Program (Speaking of that, Nancy attended a workshop last week and is all fired
up about it!) and packets of books for new babies. With our brochures and at the Pancake
Supper (November 8th!) we'll be raising money to support those programs as well as to buy
e-readers that can be checked out by our patrons!

As our way of saying thanks for being a Library booster, we will be having a program at
the Library November 8th also. Mike Langley comes highly recommended by L-M Band
Instructor Meredith Allen. In his bio on his website (mikelangley.com) it says the old
saying “the apple doesn't fall far from the tree” couldn't be more appropriate when referring
to Sioux City singer/songwriter Mike Langley. The son of long-time Sioux City musician
Jack Langley, Mike grew up in a musical family - constantly surrounded by guitars. He
started playing guitar at age 9, taught by his dad. Mike played his first gig at the age of ten
in a dirt-flooty hole-in-the-wall joint in the Sioux City Stockyards. While in junior high
and high school, he played guitar and sang with Jack at a multitude of clubs in Nashville
and back in Sioux City. His website goes on to list his education and musical experiences;
it’s all rather interesting reading. Check it out if you have the time! To me one of the last
entries is the most interesting — Mike was a 2012 Inductee into the lowa Rock 'n Roll Music
Association Hall of Fame! Hope you can join us at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 8th to

Well it's also time for a new book for The Book Club. This month’s choice is nonfiction
for a change, “The Tipping Point: How little things can make a big difference” by Malcolm
Gladwell. Of course I haven't started it (as I write this 'm having doubts if I'll get my
October book read in time for the meeting Monday night — yikes!) so I'll copy a bit of
what I've read about it;"little changes can have big effects; when small numbers of people
start behaving differently, that behavior can ripple outward until a critical mass or ‘tipping
point’ is reached, changing the world. Gladwell's thesis that ideas, products, messages and
behaviors "spread just like viruses do" remains a metaphor as he follows the growth of word-
of-mouth epidemics." I've heard this is a very interesting book and I bet it will make a great

discussion on Monday, November 26¢h!

I'm out of room, but I'm going to tell you about some of our new books anyway! I'll
limic myself to just the new novels. “The Secret Keeper” by Kate Morton, “Irish Country
Wedding” by Patrick Taylor, “Bone Bed” by Patricia Cornwell, “Panther” by Nelson Demille,
“Full Disclosure” by Dee Henderson, “Sleep No More” by lris Johansen, and “Armageddon”
by James Patterson.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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Happy Halloween! Tonight’s the night you can come to the Library at 6:30 for
magician Larry Dunbar — and see all your favorite supetheroes, princesses, ghosts,
goblins and who knows what other costumes!

Guess what?! We've finally got our website back! Due to technical difficulties, we
have been unable to update this for way too long. You can again check the website
for new books and movies as well as check for upcoming events at the Library. T still
have a few updates to add & a tweak here and there, but it’s good to have it back! We
also got new e-mail addresses, the old one still works for the time being, but don’t be
surprised when you get an e-mail message from childrens, assistantdir, or director @
laurenspubliclibrary.com! Along with this, our scanner works again. This may not
mean much to you, but I'll tell you it makes my life so much easier!

Here's what we've added to the Library’s collection recently: 7%e Tivelve by Justin
Cronin, Lighthouse Road by Peter Geye, Amish Gift by Cynthia Keller, Finding Casey
by JoAnn Mapson, Dark Winter by David Mark, The Christmas Garland by Anne
Perry, Winter Dream by Richard Paul Evans, Tivas the Night after Christmas by Sabrina
Jefferies, Sins of the Mother by Danielle Steel (Reg, LP & Audio!), The Giving Quilt
by Jennifer Chiaverini, Rogue by Mark Sullivan, Rackeseer by John Grisham, Angels at
the Table by Debbie Macomber, Mr. Penumbra's 24 Hour Book Store by Robin Sloan,
Coming Home for Christmas by Fern Michaels, Vanished by Sheela Chari, How I Came to
Sparkle Again by Kaya McLaren, and Say You 're Sorry by Michael Robotam. Nonfiction
reads include: Heaven Changes Everything by Todd Burpo, One Last Strike by Tony
LaRussa and Worth it or Not by Jack Otter. I can't remember if I've told you about
recent DVD selections, so I'll go ahead and do it: Best Exotic Hotel Marigold, Magic
of Belle Isle, Snow White and the Huntsman, Marvel's The Avengers, Dark Shadows and
Singin'in the Rain.

Are you getting hungty for pancakes yet? I hope so! Mark Thursday evening,
November 8th on your calendar for our annual Foundation Fundraiser. We'll be asking
for your donations to make enhancements to the Library that just can't be taken care
of within the normal Library budget. Ongoing projects brought to you by the Library
Foundation include Programs, Wilbor downloadable audiobooks & e-books, themed
tubs delivered monthly to daycares, CD Audiobooks, Kids Summer Reading Program
and packets of books for new babies. With our brochures and at the Pancake Supper
we'll be raising money to support those programs as well as to buy e-readers that can be
checked out by our patrons! Then afterwards, don't forget the Mike Langley Concert at
the Library at 7 p.m.!

Our “Writers Free for All” group has been challenged to write a short article on a
Thanksgiving memory, a blessing or anything else that pertains to the Thanksgiving
season. These will be printed in The Laurens Sun as space permits. Please send them
to Ruth as soon as possible. Our next meeting is 7 p.m. November 19, so get writing!
Next time you visit us, be sure to look at the bulletin boards in the kids department.
They are filled with artwork from the talented kids at L-M!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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LAURENS PUBLIC
LIBRARY
FOUNDATION

The mission of the
Laurens Public Library Foundation
is to benefit the community by
raising, managing and distributing
funds to enhance the services and
collections of the library, and to
increase public awareness of
library needs and services.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Laurens Public
Library Foundation is to encourage
and receive gifts, endowments, and
bequests to support the development
of library services for the community.
It was established as a non-profit
corporation under lowa law in 1992,

LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY
FOUNDATION PRESENTS

Bvia T o

!

Fundraiser Supper
Thursday, November 8

5 -7 pm

@ the Christian Church

INNNANENY G o SenEEy B

4 Olo Hertz

Current Foundation Project List
»  More IPads for Children's Use
°  E-readers for Patron Use
*  Programs for Children and Adults
*  Memorial Books
° A.C. Haman Fund Buys lowa
Books
s Books for New Baby Packets
°  CD Audio Books
»  Preschool Outreach Baskets
°  Beneke Endowment Buys
Children's' Books
Recent Projects Funded by
Laurens Public Library Foundation
Bike Rack & new cement pad
Wilbor Downloadable Books
New Patron Computer Stations
Upgraded Library Software
Fireproof File Cabinet to House
Historic Items
o Digitizing of “Laurens 100" &
Newspapers — Accessible Online
¢ Ceiling Mount Projection Screen
°  Libri Grant for Children's Books
° Larry Dunbar - Halloween
Magician
e Preschool Outreach Tubs
e CD Audio Books
*  Kids Summer Reading Supplies
and Program
The Foundation’s Annual
Fund Drive is held during
November, the highlight of
which is our Pancake Supper.

o0 o o
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MIKE

7 pm Thursday,
t

Laurens Pul

PLEASE JOIN US!

YES! | am interested in being a
Library Supporter!

Gift Enclosed §$

Please make checks payable to:
Laurens Public Library
Foundation, Inc

273 North Third Street
Laurens, 1A 50554

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY.

STATE ZIP

A gift to the Foundation will
not replace tax supported
services; it compliments
and enhances them.

2 20

November 8

LANGLEY

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
November 7, 2012

Dinner

and a show
right here in
Laurens this
Thursday!
Does it get any
better than
this? Do you
like pancakes
as much as [ do? Hope to see you
5-7 p.m. at the Christian Church
for our annual Library Foundation
fundraiser. This is where we try

to raise some money to pay for all
those fun extras that don’t fit in our
normal budget — like entertainers at
the Library, Wilbor downloadable
audiobooks & e-books, themed tubs
delivered monthly to daycares, CD
Audiobooks, Kids Summer Reading
Program and packets of books for
new babies. Wed also like to buy
some e-readers to be loaned out

to our patrons if we raise enough
money! If you can’t make it for

the supper, we'll happily take your
money anyway! ;-)

Then, all you have to do is walk
across the street to the Library for
Mike Langley’s show at 7 p.m.

Mike is an Towa Rock 'n Roll Music
Association 2012 Hall of Fame
Inductee. He grew up in a family
of musicians in Sioux City and has
been on tours across the U.S. and
in Europe. He comes to us highly

recommended by L-M Instrumental
Music teacher Meredich Allen!

The Book Club’s November
choice is nonfiction for a change,
“The Tipping
Point” by
Malcolm
Gladwell.
Here’s the
description
from the
author’s website:
“It's a book
about change.
In particular, it's a book that presents
a new way of understanding why
change so often happens as quickly
and as unexpectedly as it does. For
example, why did crime drop so
dramatically in New York City in
the mid-1990's? How does a novel
written by an unknéwn author end
up as a national bestseller? Why do
teens smoke in greater and greater
numbers, when every single person
in the country knows that cigarettes
kill> Why is word-of-mouth so
powerful? What makes TV shows like
Sesame Street so good at teaching
kids how to read? I think the answer
to all those questions is the same. It's
that ideas and behavior and messages
and products sometimes behave just
like outbreaks of infectious disease.
They are social epidemics. The
Tipping Point is an examination of
the social epidemics that surround
us.” Join us to discuss this book on
Monday, November-26th at 7 p.m.

Our “Writers Free for All” group

meets at 7 p.m. November 19. Hope

_per

Glenda Mulder
(4

November 7, 2012

Dinner and a show right here in Laurens this Thursday! Does
it get any better than this? Do you like pancakes as much as
I do? Hope to see you 5-7 at the Christian Church for our
annual Library Foundation fundraiser. This is where we oy to
| raise some money to pay for all those fun extras that don't fit
| I our normal budget - like entertainers at the Library, Wilbor
| d loadable audiobooks and e-books, themed tubs delivered
| monthly to daycares, CD Audiobooks, Kids Summer Reading
| Program and packets of books for new babies. We'd also like
~8w£~mon—ua...mmn@_.u8vn loaned out to our patrons if we
raise enough money! If you can't make it for the supper, we'll
| happily take your money anyway! ;-)

Then all you have to do is walk across the street to the
Library for Mike Langley’s show at 7:00 p.m. Mike is an lowa
Rock ‘n Roll Music Association 2012 Hall of Fame Inductee.
He grew up in a family of musicians in Sicux City and has
been on tours across the U.S. and in Europe. He comes to
us highly recommended by L-M Instrumental Music teacher
Meredith Allen!

The Book Club’s November choice is nonfiction for a change,
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell. Here’s the description
from the author’s websile: “It's a book about change. In
particular, it's a book that presents a new way of understanding
why change so often happens as quickly and as <P dly
as it does. For example. why did crime drop so dramatically
in New York City in the mid-1990's? How does a novel written
by an unlmown author end up as national bestseller? Why
do teens smoke in greater and greater numbers, when every
single person in the country knows that cigarettes kill? Why
is word-of-mouth so powerful? What makes TV shows like
Sesame Street s0 good at teaching kids how to read? I think the
answer to all those questions is the same. It's that ideas and
beh and ages and prod sometimes behave just
like outbreaks of infectious disease. They are social epidemics.
The Tipping Point is an examination of the social epidemics
that surround us.” Join us to discuss this book on Monday,
November 26 at 7 p.m.

Qur “Writers Free for All" group meets at 7 p.m. November
19. Hope you've been doing your writing! If you want more
details about this, just ask us, or come to the meeting)

Stop at the library and check it out!
Every Mounday at 10 a.m. Tot Time
November 8 Library Foundation Pancake Supper
Fundraiser, Mike Langley Concert
November 15 at 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Groap”
November 19 at 7 p.m. Writers Free for All
November 26 at 7 p.m. The Book Club “The Tipping
Point"”

you've been doing your ng! If

you want more details about chis, just
ask us, or come to the meeting!

Stop at the Library &
Check it Ouz!
Every Monday @ 10 am Tot Time
November 8 Library Foundation

Pancake Supper Fundraiser 5-7 p.m. &
Mike Langley Concert at 7 p.m.

November 15 @ 10 a.m. “Building
Futures Play Group”

November 19 @ 7 p.m. Wricers Free for
All

November 26 @ 7 p.m. The Book Club
“The Tipping Point”

Laurens
Public
Library

Foundation

Fundraiser

Pancake

.
Thursday,
November 8

5-7 pm
@ the Christian
Church

4

All proceeds will be
used to fund
Foundation projects

Laurens
Public
Library

Foundation
presents
lowa

Rock & Roll

Hall of Fame
2012 Inductee

Mike

Thursday,

November 8
at the

Library



Musician Mike
Langley at the
Library

Musician Mike Langley entertained
at the Laurens Public Library with
his original songs and stories of
what inspired him to write them.

A very diverse audience of over 70
people enjoyed this show, which was
sponsored by the Laurens Public
Library Foundation.

Library Panckae
Supper a Success

The Laurens Kiwanis served
pancakes (and ate a few, too — look

closely at this picture!) to over 100
hungry Library supporters last
Thursday. The pancake supper was
part of the Laurens Public Library
Foundation’s Fall Fund Drive to raise

money for projects such as book
packets for new babies, themed tubs
that rotate between local daycares,
CD audiobooks, Kids Summer
Reading program, special library
events and hopefully an e-reader or
two to circulate among our library

_MDQ.ODm.
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Thanks for your support of the Laurens Public Library
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Q N & programs, including our packets of books for new babies, CD

.R\ % \P\ g ‘Audiobooks, themed tubs for daycares, special events at the

& e o i %\: s = Library and hopefully an E-reader or two that our patrons will
LR \\Mi A _Apaqridny

be able to check out! With some of your donations last year we
were able to get that new bike rack that I find myself thanicful
for almos, every day. ;
If you have a preschooler, please check out our “Building
Futures Play Group” at 10 a.m., the third Thursday of every
month. That means it's this week! Come to the Library to see
what it's all about! Of course, Tot Time continues on Mondays
at 10 a.m. X
New novels include: Poseidon’s Arrow b

include: Trading Christmas, Zookeeper, Rock of Ag
lighty Macs.
- Our “Writers Free for All” group meets at 7 p.m. Nt m«w
(always the third Monday!) The assignment for this meeting is
to continue writing your memories with thoughts of ! eﬁuﬁ
are dedicating your stories and also a page devoted to
-explaining why you are writing this book. We will continue to
read as many at each meeting as time allows. In addition, we
have been assigned to write a short article on a Thanksgiving
memory, a blessing or anything eise that pertains to the
Thanksgiving season. If you want more details about this, Jjust
ask us, or come to the meeting! TR
The Book Club's November choice is nonfiction for a change,
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell. We dom’t meet until
after Thanksgiving, so I've got lots of time to finish that one —
and so do you! Stop by to pick up your copy today, and then
Join us to discuss this book on Monday, November 26 at 7 p.m.
Stop at the library and check it out!

Every Monday at 10 a.m. Tot Time
November 15 at 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
November 19 at 7 p.m. Writers Free for All
November 26 at 7 p.m. The Book Club “The Tipping
Point”

B 052925

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
November 21, 2012

Happy Thanksgiving! This time of year is one for reflecting on things we are thankful for. One of the things at the top of my list is
that T have a job that T love. It hardly seems like “work” some days! Thanks to all of you for making it this way —and to the Library
Board for giving me this opportunity!

Speaking of Thanksgiving - Be sure to stock up on enough books and movies to keep everyone entertained through the long holiday
weekend. Stop in soon, because when we lock the doors at 8 p-m. on Wednesday the 21st, we won't open them again until Monday the
26th!

One more thing I'm thankful for - Donations for the Library Foundation’s Fall Fundraiser are still rolling in — Thank You!

Have you spotted anything new when you've visited the Library lately? Look towards the south wall and you will see some newly
framed pictures. We found these “Decorative Americana Animal Woodeuss® reproductions by Jonathan Fisher in the bottom of a drawer
during a reorganization. We put framing them on our wish list. Soon after that, Carol Montsinger stopped in and asked if there were
any projects she could do in memory of her mother, Bonnie Heetland, Well, this was a perfect match — I chink Bonnie would approve!

New novels include: 7he Last Man by Vince Flynn, Never Coming Back by Hans Kopple, Astray by Emma Donoghue (She’s the
author of Roor. This book is at my house, but we'd be happy to put you on the list for it!) and Eight Girls Taking Pictures by Whitney
Otto.

The Book Club’s November choice is nonfiction for a change, “7he Tipping Point” by Malcolm Gladwell. Some of my regular
members are growling about this nonfiction selection, others are saying it's been a nice change of pace. I think this is what is fun about
our Book Club —we read things that are outside our comfort zone once in awhile! Please pick up your copy today, and then join us to
discuss this book on Monday, the 26th at 7 p.m.

~ We pulled a
need inspiration to

Stop at the Library & Check it Out! ..‘m. he vgq

usl -

: www.laurenspubliclibrary.co

November 28, 2012
We decided it was time to try something different for our
December Book Club. Our assignment this month is to read a
cookbook, or cooking related book. Is this a delicious {dea, or

large selection of Christmas books in

story time at 10 a.m. every Monday that there's school at
Laurens-Marathon. So grab your favorite preschooler and join

New DVDs this week include: “Arthur Christmas.” “The
Amazing Spiderman,” “Brave” and “Saints & Soldiers: Airborne
Creed.” The hottest book this week 1s “Notorious Nineteen” by
| Janet Evanovich. We've got audiobook and large print versions

of this ordered too ~ unfortunately they are back-ordered. They
should be in soon - check at the library!
Stop at the library and check it out!
Every Monday @ 10 a.m. Tot Time
December 12 @ 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
December 17 @ 7 p.m. Writer's Free for All

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
November 14, 2012

Thanks for your support of the
Laurens Public Library Foundation’s
pancake supper and Fall Fund Raiser!
Because of your generosity, we will be
able to continue many fun programs,
including our packets of books for
new babies, CD Audiobooks, themed
tubs for daycares, special events at the
Library and hopefully an E-reader

or two that our patrons will be able
to check out! With some of your
donations last year, we were able to
get that new bike rack that I find
myself thankful for almost every day.

If you have a preschooler, please
check out our “Building Futures
Play Group” at 10 a.m. the third
Thursday of every month. That
means it’s this week! Come to the
Library to see what it’s all about!

Of course, Tot Time continues on
Mondays at 10 a.m.

New novels include: Poseidon's
Arrow by Clive Cussler, Round House
by Louise Erdrich, Flight Behavior
by Barbara Kingsolver, Perfect Hope
by Nora Roberts, Sins of the Mother .
by Danielle Steel (reg, LP & Audio!)
Looking for Yesterday by Marcia
Muller, Christmas in Cornwall by
Marcia Willett and Merry Christmas
Alex Cross by James Patterson. New
DVDs include: Ziading Christmas,
Zookeeper, Rock of Ages and The
Mighty Macs.

Our “Writers Free for All” group
meets at 7 p.m. November 19 (always

the 3rd Monday!) The assignment
for this meeting is to continue
writing your memories with thoughts
of to whom you are dedicating your
stories and also a page devoted to
explaining why you are writing this
book. We will continue to read

as many at each meeting as time
allows. In addition, we have been
assigned to write a short article on

a Thanksgiving memory, a blessing
or anything else that pertains to the
Thanksgiving season. If you want
more details about this, just ask us,
or come to the meeting!

The Book Club’s November
choice is nonfiction for a change,
“The Tipping Point” by Malcolm
Gladwell. We don’t meet until after
Thanksgiving, so I've got lots of time
to finish that one — and so do you!
Stop by to pick up your copy today,
and then join us to discuss this book
on Monday, November 26th at
7 p.m.

Stop at the Library &

Chect: i !
The mhw.ohm

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
November 28, 2012

We decided it was time to try something
different for our December Book Club.
Our assignment this month is to read a
cookbook, or cooking related book. Is
this a delicious idea, or what?! We've
pulled a large selection to whet your
appetite, so stop and take a look. We
usually meet the 4th Monday, but that
won't work this month, so we'll need to
reschedule. 've also got a couple more
ideas with this, but have to talk to the
Book Club members to work out the
details. T’ll let you know more about
this next week.

We pulled a large selection of
Christmas books in case you need
inspiration to get you in the Holiday
spirit. These light-hearted books are just
the thing for these long, dark evenings.
Maybe I should read a few to get me
in the mood to decorate my house for
Christmas!

Our Monday morning Tot Times
have been very well attended. I think
it may be due to the unseasonably nice
weather, but I hope this good habit
continues through the winter! We have
this story time at 10 a.m. every Monday
that theres school at L-M. So grab your
favorite preschooler and join us!

New DVDs this week include:
Arthur Christmas, The Amazing
Spiderman, Brave and Saints & Soldiers:
Airborne Creed. The hottest book this
week is Notorious Nineteen by Janet
Evanovich. We've got Audiobook &
Large Print versions of this ordered too
— unfortunately they are backordered.
They should be in soon — check at the
library!

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!
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December 8, 2012

We decided it was time to «ry something different for our i
December Book Club. Our assignment this moenth is o read |
a cookhook, or cooking related book. We've pulled 2 large
selection to whet your appetite, and also received some new
ones - American Heart Assoclation Quiclk & Easy Cooldbool:
more than 200 healthy recipes you can male in minutes. Come
in, We're Closed : an invitation ic staff meals ai the world’s

{'and a whole-foods lifestyle, and The Diabeies Comfort Food
| Coolboolc. We usually meet the fourth Menday. but that won't
| work this month, so we've rescheduled to 7 p.m. Tuesday,

Other aew mnonfiction includes: The Art of Men by [irstie
Alley, Capturing Comelot by Yty Kelley, and Operation Snow
by John Hoster. New fiction includes: Threat Vector by Towm

Clancy, Nano by Robi: Cook, Not Dead Vel by Peter James, |

Life Among Giants by Biil Roorback, The Legend ¢f Broken by

| Caleb Carr, Black Box by Michael Connelly, Forgotten by David

| Baldaccel. Agenda 21 by Glenn Beck, Shadow Creeic by Joy
Fielding, Political Suicide by Michael Palmier. Shiver by Karen

! Robards, Private London by James Patterson, and The Boy
in the Snow by M.J. McGrath. We also goi (nterview with a
Vampire: Claudia’s Story by Anne Rice. This was purchased in
memory of Sue Richardson by Joy Rosene.

Even though the weather doesn’t feel lire December, we
are definitely in the heart of the Holiday season. We have a
wonderful selection of Christmas books. Assistant Director |
Deb has read mest of ther and is coutinuing that tradition this
year. So fav her favorites published thic year are Christmas
Roses by Amanda Cabot, Wreath of Snow by Liz Curtis Higgs, A |
Winter Drear by Richard Paul Evans and The Bridge by Kaven |

| Kingsbury. Stop and ask Deb for a recornmendation for 2 vom.w “
to bring out your Christrnas Spirii Siop at the ,
library and check it outl

Every Monday @ L0 a.um. Toi The |

December 11 @ 7 pan. The Bool: Clul o

| December 12 @ 10 a.n. *Bullding Futnres Play Growp® Q
| December L7 @ 7 p.m. Writers Free fox Al

ibrary

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
December 5, 2012

We decided it was time to try something different for our December Book Club. Our assignment this month is to read a
cookbook, or cooking related book. We've pulled a large selection to whet your appetite, and also received some new ones
- American Heart Association Quick & Easy Cookbook: more than 200 healthy recipes you can make in minutes, Come in, We're
Closed : an invitation 1o staff meals at the world's best restaurants, Hungry Girl to the Max! : the ultimate guilt-free cookbook,
Practical Paleo : a customized approach to health and a whole-foods lifestyle and The Diabetes Comfort Food Cookbook. We
usually meet the 4th Monday, but that won't work this month, so we've rescheduled to 7 p-m. Tuesday, December 11th.

Other new nonfiction includes: 7he Art of Men by Kirstie Alley, Capturing Camelot by Kitty Kelley and Operation Snow
by John Koster. New fiction includes: Zhrear Vector by Tom Clancy, Nano by Robin Cook, Not Dead Yet by Peter James,
Life Among Giants by Bill Roorback, The Legend of Broken by Caleb Carr, Black Box by Michael Connelly, Forgotten by
David Baldacci, Agenda 21 by Glenn Beck, Shadow Creek by Joy Fielding, Political Suicide by Michael Palmer, Shiver by
Karen Robards, Private London by James Patterson, and The Bay in the Snow by M.J. McGrath. We also got Interview with a
Vampire: Claudia’s Story by Anne Rice. This was purchased in memory of Sue Richardson by Joy Rosene.

Even though the weather doesn't feel like December, we are definitely in the heart of the Holiday season. We have a
wonderful selection of Christmas books. Assistant Director Deb has read most of them and is continuing that tradition this
year. So far her favorites published this year are Christmas Roses by Amanda Cabot, Weath of Snow by Liz Curtis Higgs, 4
Winter Dream by Richard Paul Evans and 7he Bridge by Karen Kingsbury. Stop and ask Deb for a recommendation for a
book to bring out your Christmas Spirit!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out! "T|y, On(@n,\
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December 12, 2012

Well, I've had two inquiries today about accessing past
issues of the Laurens Sun, so I guess it’s time to remind you

| of this great service we provide. The Laurens Public Library
Foundation has paid to have this piece of local history
digitized. It is online and searchable from the comfort of your
home computer. To make it easy, all the information is on the
home page of our website. All you have to do is go to htip://

laurenspl.newspaperarchive.com/ The user name is laurenspl |

and the password is archive. Once you're logged in you can
search for a name. an event or browse through the issues by
| date from 1885 to 20091 Also on this site is a digitized copy
of our local centennial book, Laurens 100. 1 have to warn you
though; this trip down memory lane can be very addictive! Feel
free to ask one of the librarians for a tour of this site next time
you're visiting the Library.
Our “Writer's Free for All" will have our Christmas meeting
Monday, December 17, at 7 p.m. in the home of our facilitator,
| Ruth Steinkoenig. She lives at 316 East Garfield. We will be
sharing Christmas stories and memories. I've been trying to
get my Christmas letter written so I can share it, but it's just
“not falling together like I want it to. I'm thinking about just
maldng stuff up to make us seem more exciting. Is it OK for
a Christmas letter to be fiction? Bummer, I didn't think so....
Anyway, hope you can join our creative bunch on Monday
There aren't a lot of new books being released right now
because most authors and publishers iry to get them out there
for the entire gift buying season. I attended a webinar entitled
“Keeping Romance Fresh” the other day and got some ideas for
some paperbacks that are now on order and should be arriving
soon. We did get a few new DVDs: Men in Black 3, ParaNorman
and The Pirates! Band of Misfits.
Stop at the library and check it out!
Every Monday @ 10 a.m. Tot Time
December 11 @ 7 p.m. The Book Club
December 20 @ 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
December 17 @ 7 p.m. Writers Free for All

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
December 12, 2012

Well, I've had two inquiries today about

accessing past issues of the Laurens

Sun, so | guess it’s time to remind you

of this grear service we provide. The

Laurens Public Library Foundation has
picce of local history

digitized. It is online & searchable from

the comfort of your home computer.

To make it casy, all the information is

on the home page of our website. All

you have to do is go to heep://laurenspl.

newspaperarchive.com/ The user name

is laurenspl and the password is archive.

Once you're logged in, you can search

for a name, an event or browse through

the issues by date from 1885 o 2009!

Also on this site is a digitized copy of

our local centennial book, “Laurens

100.” T have to warn you though; this

trip down memory lane can be very

addictive! Feel free to ask one of the

librarians for a tour of this site next time

you're visiting the Library.

Our “Writer’s Free for All” will

have our Christmas meeting Monday,

December 17¢h at 7 p.m. in the home

of our facilitator, Ruth Steinkoenig. She

lives at 316 East Garfield. We will be

sharing Christmas stories and memoties.

I've been trying to get my Christmas

letter written so [ can

share it, but it’s just

not falling together

like I want it to. I'm

thinking about just

making scuff up to

malc us scem more

exciting. s it OK for

a Christmas letter to

be fiction? Bummer,

[ didn’c chink so....

Anyway, hope you can join our creative
bunch on Monday evening!

There aren’t a lot of new books being
released right now because most authors
and publishers try to get them out
there for the entire gift buying season.

I attended a webinar encitled “Keeping
Romance Fresh” the other day and got
some ideas for some paperbacks that are
now on order and should be arriving
soon. We did get a few new DVDs:
Men in Black 3, ParaNorman and The
Pirates! Band of Misfits.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

Every Monday @ 10 am Tot Time
December 11 @ 7 pm The Book Club
December 20 @ 10 am “Building
Futures Play Group”

December 17 @ 7 pm Writers Free for
All

Submit. . . 100% of The Paper’s articles
are submitted by you -

The Reader!! Take a

nunute to send us

your news and photos

too! It's fun and it’s
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e December 19, 2012
- Ican't believe it's that time already, but...Merry Christmas!

 The Library will be closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

as well as New Year's Eve and New Year's Day, so plan your
Library visits accordingly. Stock up now on those books and
DVDs to get you thru these Holidays.

‘Qur Building Futures Play Group is this Thursday,
December 20, at 10 a.m. Maria from Children and Families of
Towa facilitates this group and reminds us that play is a child’s
work - it helps them socialize, learn and growl So grab your
favorite little ones and join the fun!

OK, 50 you know how I love end of the year statistics. I have
a few 1 want to share with you. I'll start with the DVDs this
week and move on to the books next week. The vartety in the
top circulating DVDs of 2012 took me totally by surprise. I'll
give you the top 12 because the last 4 are tied. Four of these
'DVDs are based on books, five if you count comic books; one 18
from a fairy tale and one is the story of a Norse god. How's that
for an interesting mix? This Librarian loves itl Here's the list:

« Beverly Hills Chihuahua 2

* The Smurfs

* Puss in Boots

« Captain America, the First Avenger

* Mr. Popper's Penguins

» Cowboys & Aliens

« Dolphin Tale

< Little Fockers

* Soul Surfer

New books this week include: Asi for It by Sylvia Day, (They
say if you enjoyed 50 Shades of Grey you will like this author.)
Good Junk by Ed Kovacs, and Two Graves by Douglas Preston.
New DVDs include: Dark Knight Rises, Hope Springs. and The
0Odd Life of Timothy Green.

Stop at the library and check it out!

Every Monday that L-M has school @ 10 a.m. Tot Time

December 20 @ 10 am “Building Futures Play Group”

December 24 and 25 Library Closed - MERRY CHRISTMAS!

December 31 and January 1 Library Closed - HAPPY NEW
YEAR! &

I Would Rather Be Reading

. .\mt::. o

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
December 19, 2012

Laurens Library Book Club

I can’t believe i’s that time already, but...Merry Christmas! The Library will be closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day as
well as New Year's Eve and New Year's Day, so plan your Library visits accordingly. Stock up now on those books and DVDs
to get you thru these Holidays.

Our Building Futures Play Group is this Thursday, December 20th at 10 a.m. Maria from Children & Families of Towa
facilitates this group and reminds us that play is a child’s work — it helps them socialize, learn and grow! So grab you favorite
little ones and join the fun!

OK, so you know how I love end of the year statistics. have a few I want to share with you. I'll start with the DVDs
this week and move on to the books next week. The variety in the top circulating DVDs of 2012 took me totally by
surprise. T'll give you the top 12 because the last 4 are tied. Four of these DVDs are based on books, five if you count comic
books; one is from a fairy tale and one is the story of a Norse god. How's that for an interesting mix? This Librarian loves
it! Here’s the list:

« Beverly Hills Chihuahua 2
* The Smurfs

* Puss in Boots

e Captain America, the First Avenger
° The Help

* Despicable Me

e Thor

* Mr. Popper's Penguins

» Cowboys & Aliens

* Dolphin Tale

* Lictle Fockers

* Soul Surfer

New books this week include: Ask for It by Sylvia Day,
(They say if you enjoyed 50 Shades of Grey you will like
this author.) Good Junk by Ed Kovacs and Tiwo Graves by
Douglas Preston. New DVDs include: Dark Knight Rises,
Hope Springs and The Odd Life of Timothy Green.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

Every Monday that LM has school @ 10 a.m. Tot Time
December 20 @ 10 a.m. “Building Futures Play Group”
December 24 & 25 Library Closed - MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

December 31 & January 1 Library Closed - HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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December 8. 2012 |

We' decided it was time to uy something differeat for our |

December Book Club. Our assignment this menth is o read |
a cookbook, or cooking related book. We've pulled 2 large
selection to whet your appetite, and also received some new
ones - A Heart A tion Quick & Easy Cooldbook:
more than 200 healthy recipes you can malke in minutes. Come
in, We're Closed : an invitation o staff meals ai the world's
best restaurants, Hungry Girl to the Mayx] : the ultimate guili-
Jree coalchoole, Practical Paleo : a d approach to healih
| and a whole-foods lfesiyle, and The Diabetes Comfort Food
| Coolcboolc. We usually meet the fourth Monday. but that won't
| work this month, so we've rescheduled to 7 p.m. Tuesday.

Other aew nonfiction includes: The Art ¢f Men by [lirstie
Alley, Capturing Comelot by Yitty Kelley, and Operation Snou
by John Koster. New fction includes: Threai Vector by Towa

Clancy, Nano by Robi: Cook, Not Dead Ye! by Peter James,

Life Among Giants by Biil Roorback, The Legend ¢f Broken by
1 Caleb Carr, Black Box by Michael Connelly, Feryotten by David |
“ Baldacci. Agenda 21 by Glenn Beck. Shadotw Creeic by Joy |

Fielding, Political Suicide by Michael Palmer. Shiver by Karea |
! Robards, Private London by James Patterson, and The Boy
in the Snow by M.J. McGrath. We also goi interview with a
Vampire: Claudia’s Story by Anne Rice. This was purchased in
memory of Sue Richardson by Joy Rosene.

Even though the weather doesn't feel lire December, we
are definitely in the heaxt of the Holiday season. We have a |
wonderful selection of Christmas books. Assistant Director
Deb has read most of them and is coutinuing that tradition this
year. So far her favorites published thic year are Chrisimas
Roses by Amanda Cabot, Wreath of Snow by Liz Curlis Higgs, A
Winter Drears: by Richard Paul Zvans and The Bridge by Kaven
Kingsbury. Stop and ask Deb for a recormmendation for a book |
to bring out your Christraas Spirit Sitop at tae
lhrary and check It outl

Byery Monday @ 1.0 a.m. Toi Thne

December 11 @ 7 p.an. The Bool: Club

December 12 @ 10 a.mm. “Building Putnires Play Growp”

December 17 @ 7 p.m. Writers Free for All

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
December 5, 2012

We decided it was time to try something different for our December Book Club. Our assignment this month is to read a
cookbook, or cooking related book. We've pulled a large selection to whet your appetite, and also received some new ones
- American Heart Association Quick & Easy Cookbook: more than 200 healthy recipes you can make in minutes, Come in, We're
Closed : an invitation to staff meals at the world's best restaurants, Hungry Girl to the Max! : the ultimate guilt-free cookbook,
Practical Paleo : a customized approach to health and a whole-foods lifestyle and The Diabetes Comfort Food Cookbook. We
usually meet the 4th Monday, but that won't work this month, so we've rescheduled to 7 p.m. Tuesday, December 11th.

Other new nonfiction includes: 7he Art of Men by Kirstie Alley, Capturing Camelot by Kitty Kelley and Operation Snow
by John Koster. New fiction includes: 7hreat Vector by Tom Clancy, Nano by Robin Cook, Not Dead Yet by Peter James,
Life Among Giants by Bill Roorback, 7he Legend of Broken by Caleb Carr, Black Box by Michael Connelly, Forgotten by
David Baldacci, Agenda 21 by Glenn Beck, Shadow Creek by Joy Fielding, Political Suicide by Michael Palmer, Shiver by
Karen Robards, Private London by James Patterson, and The Boy in the Snow by M.J. McGrath. We also got Interview with a
Vampire: Claudia’s Story by Anne Rice. This was purchased in memory of Sue Richardson by Joy Rosene.

Even though the weather doesn’t feel like December, we are definitely in the heart of the Holiday season. We have a
wonderful selection of Christmas books. Assistant Director Deb has read most of them and is continuing that tradition this
year. So far her favorites published this year are Christmas Roses by Amanda Cabot, Wreath of Snow by Liz Curtis Higgs, 4
Winter Dream by Richard Paul Evans and 7he Bridge by Karen Kingsbury. Stop and ask Deb for a recommendation for a
book to bring out your Christmas Spirit!

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
December 26, 2012

Hope you had a Merry White Christmas! I was sure glad to see the snow. I thought
all those Christmas decorations looked just sad with no white. Once the snow hit,
my Holiday Spirit was all charged up and ready to go! Speaking of Holidays, we'll be
closed Monday and Tuesday for the New Year’s Holiday. Hope 2013 is a good one
for all of us!

So I told you I've been looking over end of the year statistics. It probably won't
surprise you to hear that our books with the most circulations are the “Hunger
Games” wilogy by Suzanne Collins and the “50 Shades” Trilogy by E.L. James. What
a contrast! The first, a youth series about survival games in a futuristic society, was
also much read by adults. The 50 Shades trilogy, on the other hand, is billed as an “erotic love story.” Yeah, you could call
it that. Enough said. Stand alone books that finish out the top titles include “7he Litigators” by John Grisham, “Lone Wolf®
by Jodi Picoult, “Sleepwalkers’ by Karen Robards, “The Best of Me” by Nicholas Sparks, “ First Family” by David Baldacci,
“Rules of Play” by Nora Roberts, and “Betrayal” by Danielle Steel.

Our top kids’ picture books were an interesting mix of new and old favorites: “ Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site”,
“Trains: Steaming! Pulling! Huffing”", “ Camilla the Cupcake Fairy”, “Color Zoo”, “ Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What Do You See?”,

" Slowly, Slowly, Slowly,” Said the Sloth” AB% very favorite Eric Ou_._n book!) “The Very Fairy Princess”, “ Purplicious”, “Llama,
Llama Red Pajama’, “ The Rastletrap Car” (my favorite read aloud), “Dinosaurs Love Underpants” (What boy wouldn’t love a
book with that title?), and “Fvery Cowgirl
Needs a Horse.” Stop by and take a look
at the kids' books. I'm sure we can find

a volunteer listener if you'd like to read
some!

Stop at the Library &
Check it Ouz!

Every Monday that LM has school @ 10
a.m. Tot Time

December 31 & January 1 Library
Closed - HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The Book Club 7 p.m. on the 4th
Monday of each month.

Writer’s Free for All 7 p.m. on the 3rd
Monday of each month

reatest Book Ever Written
S Free For All

- with Glenda Mulder
)
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