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Do you make New Year’s
Resolutions? I usually don’t but
[ feel like changing that this year.
This made me think about how
the Library can help with these
resolutions. Here’s what I've come
up with so far:

* Eat Healthy — Our stacks are
overflowing with cookbooks.

* Lose Weight — Whether you
want to try low fat, low carb, or
something in between, we've got a
book to guide you through it.

e Exercise More — You can
walk to the Library and pick up a
fitness book or video. I have some
exercise videos, but I think this is
an area that could be expanded
— do you have any suggestions
of exercise DVDs to purchase?
Please let me know!

* Save Money - You can check
out movies, magazines & books
for two weeks FREE at the library
— why pay to rent or buy them?

* Learn About Your History
— we have a fabulous genealogy
section. We will be having a very
beginner Genealogy class — kind
of a Genealogy for Dummies .
starting soon. Let us know if
you're interested!

* Travel — If youre planning
a getaway in the state or out of
the country, we have books and
videos to help you plan. Or if

you only wish you were going to

be traveling, its fun to check these
out and dream!

* Learn Something New — What
better place to come than the
Library? We've got books about
knitting, crafts, scrapbooking,
fishing, art and most anything
else you can imagine. Or if its
technology related, stop in, we'll
see what we can set up!

* Read More — well, now you're
speaking my language! Maybe in
addition to more, youd like to try
to branch out to a different genre.
I try to push myself to read more
nonfiction — maybe youd like to
give that a try too. Stop in, we'll
compare notes!

Speaking of reading more — we
welcome new people to try our
Book Club. We’re pretty informal
— read the book if it interests you
or if you have time
that month, then join
us to talk about it and
other books you've
Rﬁ:&% read. Our
selettion this month
is “The Rope Walk” by
Carrie Brown. This
was the All JTowa Reads
selection for 2009 and
we didn’t get it fit in
so decided to read it
now. I haven’t read it
yet, (of course!) but
have talked to others
who have enjoyed this
modern coming of
age novel. Hope you
can join us for our

“discussion at 7 p.m.

Monday, January 24th.

New DVDs include: Despicable
Me, Shrek Forever After, Nanny
McPhee Returns, The Other
Guys and Inception. New novels
include: 7o Have and to Kill by
Mary Jane Clark, Family Affair
by Debbie Macomber, Judas Gate
by Jack Higgins, Damage by John
Lescroat, What The Night Knows
by Dean Koontz, Home Free by
Fern Michaels, Secrets to the Grave
by Tami Hoag and /n Too Deep by

=
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Do you make New Year’s Resolutions? I usually don’t but I
feel like changing that this year. This made me think about how
the Library can help with these resolutions. Here’s what I've
come up with so far:

*Eat Healthy — Our stacks are overflowing with cookbooks .
sLose Weight — Whether you want to try low fat, low carb, or
something in between we've got a book to guide you through it.
eExercise More — You can walk to the Library and pick up a
fitness book or video. I have some exercise videos, but I think
this is an area that could be expanded - do you have any sug-
gestions of exercise DVDs to purchase? Please let me know!
eSave Money - You can check out movies, magazines & books
for two weeks FREE at the library — why pay to rent or buy
them?

oLearn About Your History — we have a fabulous genealogy sec-
tion. We will be having a very beginner Genealogy class - kind
of a Genealogy for Dummies starting soon. Let us know if
you're interested!

eTravel — If you're planning a getaway in the state or out of the
country, we have books and videos to help you plan. Or if you
only wish you were going to be traveling, its fun to check these
out and dream!

eLearn Something New — What better place to come than the
Library? We've got books about knitting, crafts, scrapbooking,
fishing, art and most anything else you can imagine. Or if its
technology related, stop in, we’ll see what we can set up!
eRead More — well, now you’re speaking my language! Maybe
in addition to more, you’d like to try to branch out to a differ-
ent genre. I try to push myself to read more nonfiction - maybe
you'd like to give that a try too. Stop in, we’ll compare notes!

Speaking of reading more — we welcome new people to try
our Book Club. We're pretty informal — read the book if it
interests you or if you have time that month, then join us to
talk about it and other books you've recently read. Our selec-
tion this month is “The Rope Walk” by Carrie Brown. This was
the All lowa Reads selection for 2009 and we didn’t get it fit in
so decided to read it now. I haven’t read it yet, (of coursel) but
have talked to others who have enjoyed this modern coming
of age novel. Hope you can join us for our discussion at 7 pm
Monday, January 24th.

New DVDs include: Despicable Me, Shrek Forever After,
Nanny McPhee Returns, The Other Guys and Inception. New
novels include: To Have and to Kill by Mary Jane Clark, Fam-
ily Affair by Debbie Macomber, Judas Gate by Jack Higgins,
Damage by John Lescroat, What The Night Knows by Dean
Koontz, Home Free by Fern Michaels, Secrets to the Grave by
Tami Hoag and In Too Deep by Jayne Ann Krentz. In nonfic-
tion we received Whoopi Goldberg’s Is It Just Me, or Is It Nuts
Out There?

ﬂ._ Stop at the library and check it out! 5
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Have you ever wondered just who is in your family tree? Are
there any “black sheep” in your family? A beginning Genealogy
class will be offered February 1 at 6:30 pm. This is for those
who really know nothing about genealogy or their family his-
tory, but would like to learn. Think of it as kind of a Genealogy
for Dummies! Join us and see what we can help you dig up!
Our Book Club choice this month is “The Rope Walk” by Carrie
Brown. This was the All Iowa Reads selection for 2009 and we
didn’t get it fit in so decided to read it now. Reading Group
Guides describes it this way, “The Rope Walk is a luminous
coming-of-age story that unfolds over a crucial summer in the
life of young New England girl. At her tenth birthday party,
Alice meets two people unlike any she’s ever known: Theo, a
mixed-race New York City kid visiting his grandparents for the
summer, and Kenneth, a famous artist with AIDS who has
come home to convalesce. Alice and Theo form an immediate
bond and are soon drawn to the magisterial artist. But Kenneth
is losing his eyesight, and when Alice and Theo begin reading
aloud to him from the journals of Lewis and Clark, they de-
cide to embark on an adventure of their own, with unexpected
results.” Hope you can join us for our discussion at 7 pm Mon-
day, January 24th.

New to our nonfiction department are Going Home to Glory by
David Eisenhower and Inside of a Dog by Alexander Horowitz.
New fiction includes: Sentry by Robert Crais, Inner Circle by
Brad Meltzer, Border Lords by T. Jefferson Parker, The Wilding
by Benjamin Percy, Secrets to the Grave by Tami Hoag and In
too Deep by Jayne Ann Krentz. We also got some large print
books that were given by Homer and Sandy George in memory
of Dorothy Ekstam and Bonnie Heetland.

Jerry DePew is again available for math tutoring. If you'd like
to take advantage of this free service, call the Library or Jerry
and make an appointment for Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday
evenings.

Stop at the library and check it out!
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Have you ever wondered just who
is in your family tree? Are there any
“black sheep” in your family? A
beginning Genealogy class will be
offered February 1 at 6:30 p.m. This
is for those who really know nothing
about genealogy or their family
history, but would like to learn.
Think of it as kind of a Genealogy for
Dummies! Join us and see what we
can help you dig up!

Our Book Club choice this month
is “The Rope Walk” by Carrie Brown.
This was the All Iowa Reads selection
for 2009 and we didn’t get it fit in
so decided to read it now. Reading
Group Guides describes it this
way, “The Rope Walk is a luminous
coming-of-age story that unfolds
over a crucial summer in the life of
a young New England girl. At her
tenth birthday party, Alice meets two
people unlike any she’s ever known:
Theo, a mixed-race New York City
kid visiting his grandparents for the
summer, and Kenneth, a famous
artist with AIDS who has come home
to convalesce. Alice and Theo form
an immediate bond and are soon
drawn to the magisterial artist. But

can join us for our discussion at
7 p.m Monday, January 24th.

New to our nonfiction
department are Going Home to Glory
by David Eisenhower and /nside of
Dog by Alexander Horowitz. New
fiction includes: Sentry by Robert
Crais, Inner Circle by Brad Meltzer,
Border Lords by T. Jefferson Parker,
The Wilding by Benjamin Percy,
Secrets to the Grave by Tami Hoag
and In Too Deep by Jayne Ann
Krentz. We also got some large print
books that were given by Homer and
Sandy George in memory of Dorothy
Ekstam and Bonnie Heetland.

Jerry DePew is again available
for math tutoring. If you'd like to
take advantage of this free service,
call the Library or Jerry and make an
appointment for Monday, Tuesday,
or Wednesday evenings.

Stop at the
Library and

Check it Out!
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WOO HOO! It’s finally here! Our much anticip
library catalog is now online and searchable from
you have an Internet connection! This software u
one of the major projects funded by Laurens Publi
Foundation Fall Fundraiser. Congratulations to J
for letting me know she liked them - she discovere
less than an hour after I put them upl! I put the lir
the library website ~ on the side link bar & on the

| & What’s New Page - just go to www.laurenspublic
and check it out!l So, when you’re wondering if th
a certain book or movie or if it is currently availabl
just a click away. It can be searched by Keyword, "
Subject or Series. I will be doing a bit of personaliz
the basic format will remain the same. But please
still call the library any time if you prefer to do it tI

Remember to sign up for the beginning Genea

that will start February 1 at 6:30 pm. This is for I
ally know nothing about genealogy or their family |
would like to learn. Think of it as kind of a Geneal
mies! Join us and see if we can help you find som:
in your closet!

Our Book Club choice this month is “The Rope Wa.
rie Brown. This was the All lowa Reads selection fo
we didn’t get it fit in so decided to read it now. I've
a couple gals who are currently enjoying it, so now
ready to dig into it! Hope you can join us for our d
7 pm Monday, January 24th.

Jerry DePew is again available for math tutoring. I
to take advantage of this free service, call the Libra
and make an appointment for Monday, Tuesday, o1
evenings.

Stop at the library and check it out!
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Remember to sign up for the beginning Genealogy classes that will start February 1 at 6:30 pm. This is for those who
really know nothing about genealogy or their family history, but would like to learn. Think of it as kind of a Genealogy for
Dummies! Join us and see if we can help you find some skeletons in your closet!

Our Book Club choice this month is “The Rope Walk” by Carrie Brown. This was the All Towa Reads selection for 2009
and we didn’t get it fit in so decided to read it now. I've talked to a couple gals who are currently enjoying it, so now I'm
getting ready to dig into it! Hope you can join us for our discussion at 7 pm Monday, January 24th.

Jerry DePew is again available for math tutoring. If youd like to take advantage of this free service, call the Library or
Jerry and make an appointment for Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday evenings.

Stop at the Library ¢» Check it Out!



Glenda Mulder, Laurens Public Librarian, presents a puppet show to area children, one of many programs that re-
ceives funds from the Pocahontas County Foundation.

Pocahontas County Foundation presents grant
awards totalling over $81,000 for projects in
education and the betterment of the county

By Chris Vrba

The Pocahontas County Foundation will take
another large step towards improving the quality of
life for area residents and communities next week,
as it prepares to present its annual grand awards.
This year, 22 grants will be awarded, totaling
just over $81,000 - all of which will be used on
projects that focus on education and betterment
for county.

“Our mission is philanthropy,” commented
foundation and Pocahontas Economic Development
Commission president Rolly Svoboda. “It’s been a
great things to be a part of.”

Since its first set of awards in 2006, the
foundation has awarded over $340,000 non-profit
organizations in the county. The foundation was
established in 2005 hy legislative act as a venue
to distribute state gaming proceeds to localities
without a casino or other source of direct gambling
revenue. More importantly, Pocahontas  County
sees a greater share of proceeds per capita from
games of chance, as the total amount of annual
awards is divvied up evenly amongst all counties
without gaming houses.

In the past, the foundation has given out awards

that have topped the $10,000 as well as having
shown bits of benevolence, sponsoring smaller
awards, sometimes totaling as little as $400. Re-
gardless of size, all of the funds doled out have gone
a long way to helping out the people of the county.
More importantly, the foundation strives to spread
the money around - every city has received at least
one award - and the group tries to give money to
each community each year. Of course, that means
each town or a qualifying group from each town
must apply each year.
COUNTY LIBRARIES HAVE BEEN primary benefi-
ciaries of the foundation’s funds. Svoboda pointed
to awards at the Plover Library that have led to
improved access for the town’s residents, many
of whom are elderly. He explained that one award
allowed the library to install a motorized chair that
traverses up and down the stairs. The library is lo-
cated in the basement of an old church, and patrons
must navigate a flight of stairs to get to it.

“A lot of people really enjoyed being able to use
the library,” he remarked.

Glenda Mulder, director of the Laurens Public
Library, explained the importance of the awards her
facility has been awarded in the past. Several of the
grants have helped expand access for patrons, as
past awards have helped to purchase two comput-
ers and multimedia projector. Mulder remarked
that the projector has proven popular, as many
people and organizations borrow the device for use
at meetings, eatherings, and other events. She also

additional four patron computers.

Mulder further explained that many of the items
the Laurens library has purchased with its grants
are items that the facility otherwise would not have
been able to attain.

“They're projects that are kind of like the frost-

ing on the cake,” she mused. “They're things that
normally don't it on the budget line.”
A PERFECT EXAMPLE WOULD be the puppet
theater purchased for town’s children several years
ago. Mulder commented that the puppets and set
have been quite popular with the kids and, more
importantly, have sparked creativity, among the
young ones.

She fondly recalled how oftentimes boys and
girls will be inspired by a book and come up with
a full-blown puppet performance. Seated on the
Dewey decimal rug, another grant purchase, the
kids will then put on quite a show for their folks
and anyone else within eyeshot.

“It lets the kids use their imaginations. Theyll
get a ook, get the puppets out and do it for their
parents. It's been a lot of fun!”

At the Fonda Public Library, director Carla

Pitstick, echoed Mulder’s sentiments. Over the
years, the facility has used its funds to purchase a
new computer table, which allowed the library’s two
computers to be placed in the same area.
Other awards have been used to upgrade its video
collection to DVD, as well as purchase new shelving
to house its expanded collection. Another award
was used to create an online card catalog, which
Pitstick said has helped many people find a ook or
video before having to come to the library.

The online catalog “makes it a lot handier for
everyone,” she commented. “People are very ap-
preciative of the service,”

In a truly altruistic act that captures the spirit
of community betterment so perfectly, the Fonda
Library declined to apply for an award this year,
because it had no immediate needs. The board
decided that it'd be better to have the award money
go towards another group with pressing projects.

Inaletter to the Pocahontas County Foundation,
Pitstick explained the reasoning:

“‘We decided that our library is not in great
need of anything at this time, largely due to your
generosity in awarding grants...so we will not be
applying this time to allow others a better chance
to receive needed funding, The Board of Trustees
asked me to send a letter to let you know this and
how greatly we appreciate your help in funding
library projects.”

‘FOUNDATION TREASURER NANCY JENSON
exnlained that a nrimarv focus ic to enentirace

focus. On multiple occasions, the foundation has
supported an “Arts in the Schools” project, which
brought playwrights and authors to PAC and
Laurens-Marathon for May Term classes. In one
example, students wrote, directed, and performed
an original play, which focused on the problems
of bullying and sexual assault. The program was
co-sponsored by D/SAQC.

The foundation, along with several local service
groups, brought touring music group Tonic Sol
Fa to the Rialto Theatre, another foundation ben-
eficiary. All students were given free admission,
and the group also gave a mini-concert at PAC
for any students who could not attend the main
event. The foundation also contributed to the cost
of a Buena Vista University film documenting the
Fonda Museum.

The screening played to a packed house at the
Fonda Arts Center this past summer. In fact, turn-
out was so large that the film had to be played twice.
The FAC has also received a large share of support
from the foundation. Svoboda commented on the
importance of helping establish such projects, rea-
soning that such places that bring people together
help improve the collective community psyche.

Places like the Fonda Arts Center “give the com-
munity something to be proud of,” he concluded.
FOUNDATION HAS ALSO provided assistance for
a litany of projects that are truly lifesaving. The
group has largely helped fund a rather unique
project in Varina. Because many of the town’s
firefighters reside in the country, it was inefficient
for members to drive to town, change into gear,

- and then head back out to the country to respond

to an emergency call. Members came up with a
creative solution - converting an old MIDAS bus
to mobile storage unit. The bus contains all of the
equipment firefighters need. Instead of coming
to Varina, firefighters head directly to the scene,
minimizing response time, which is worth more
than gold during an emergency.

The foundation has also assisted with purchas-
ing new interior furnishings for the Fonda fire
station as well as safety vests for the Gilmore City
fire department,

Foundation funds have also played a role in
helping area residents recuperate following a
traumatic health event. The Pocahontas County
Health Department routinely uses foundation
awards to supply its loan closet. Some of the
recent purchases have included wheelchairs and
four-pronged canes.

“Those things are just as important to those
agencies and the clients they serve as some of the

more eynencive nraiente ? avnlained Tanonn

the PAC and L-M schools last year. The foundatior
targeted funds that would go to projects at eact
school and initiated a student-driven process for al
locating the monies. Each class elected representa
tives, which helped determine how the grant mones
would be spent. The panel would then discuss the
relative merits of each project, took a tiered vote
and ultimately worked together to come to a solu
tion that would benefit all of the students.

PAC used their award to help pay for the nev
video display sign along Highway 3. L-M student
spread the money around, funding a new benct
in front of the building, stage lights, microphones
and other equipment in the auditorium, archen
equipment for the physical education department
and a TV and DVDs for the weightroom.

‘It was a nice learning process that taught the

students leadership and how to write a grant,
Jenson concluded.
MOVING FORWARD, SVOBODA ACKNOWLEDGEL
that there are many other worthy county proj
ects that go above and beyond the ability of the
foundation’s limited gambling revenues.

“We have ideas on how we can help our county,
he said, adding, “If we want to make Pocahonta
County a better place to live, we're going to neec
more money to distribute.”

He explained that the Pocahontas County
Foundation also accepts private donations. With ar
unprecedented transfer of wealth set to occur ove;
the next couple of decades as Baby Boomers con
tinue to grow longer in the tooth, the opportunity
to lifelong residents to have an appreciable impac
on their neighbors is manifest.

“It’s investing in Pocahontas County. It’s a direc
benefit to Pocahontas County,” Svoboda said.

Moreover, any person who chooses to leave a gif
with the county foundation can specifically direc
tion how their gift is applied. If they want to see i
go towards the schools, the foundation will earmar}
those funds to a school or schools of their choice
Likewise for any other type of program a persor
wishes to support with their generosity.

“What better legacy for someone to have thar
to leave their money with the foundation and le
us better the county on your behalf?” he rhetori
cally asked.

The Pocahontas County Foundation will holc
its award ceremony on Wednesday, Jan. 26, a
the Rialto Theatre in Pocahontas. The ceremon
will take place immediately following the keynot
address of Jowa’s Secretary of Agriculture Bil
Northey. The event is scheduled to begin at 2 p.m

Attendance is free, and food and refreshments wil
Rt R o e .
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sponsoring smaller awards,
sometimes totaling as little as
$400. Regardless of size, all of the
funds doled out have gone a long
way to helping out the people of
the county. More importantly, the
foundation strives to spread the
money around - every city has
received at least one award - and
the group tries to give money to
each community each year. Of
course, that means each town or

a qualifying group from each town
must apply each year.

COUNTY LIBRARIES HAVE
BEEN primary beneficiaries of
the foundation’s funds. Svoboda
pointed to awards at the Plover
Library that have led to improved
access for the town’s residents,
many of whom are elderly. He
explained that one award allowed
the library to install a motorized
chair that traverses up and down
the stairs. The library is located
in the basement of an old church,
and patrons must navigate a
flight of stairs to get to it.

“A lot of people really enjoyed
being able to use the library,” he
remarked.

Glenda Mulder, director of the
Laurens Public Library, explained
the importance of the awards her
facility has been awarded in the
past. Several of the grants have
helped expand access for patrons,
as past awards have helped to
purchase two computers and
multimedia projector. Mulder

education of the area’s residents
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remarked that the projector
has proven popular, as many
people and organizations borrow
the device for use at meetings,
gatherings, and other events.
She also revealed that this year’s
award will purchase an additional
four patron computers.

Mulder further explained that
many of the items the Laurens
library has purchased with its
grants are items that the facility
otherwise would not have been
able to attain.

“They’re projects that are kind
of like the frosting on the cake,”
she mused. “They're things that
normally don't fit on the budget
line.”

APERFECT EXAMPLE WOULD
be the puppet theater purchased
for town’s children several years
ago. Mulder commented that
the puppets and set have been
quite popular with the kids and,
more importantly, have sparked
creativity, among the young
ones.

She fondly recalled how
oftentimes boys and girls will
be inspired by a book and come
up with a full-blown puppet
performance. Seated on the
Dewey decimal rug, another grant
purchase, the kids will then put
on quite a show for their folks and
anyone else within eyeshot.

“It lets the kids use their
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for everyone.

Wednesday evenings.
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Have you got a “Black Sheep” in your family history? S.osE“ you
like to see if there is one? Grace Hertz will be teaching Begin-
ning Genealogy classes that will start February 1 at 6:30 pm.
This is for people who really know nothing about genealogy or
their family history, but would like to learn. Think of it as kind
of a Genealogy for Dummies! Please let us know if you’d like to
attend this class so we can be sure to have enough materials

Have you tried the new online library catalog yet?

We're having lots of fun exploring what this new system can do!
Its so fun to see pictures of the books as well as the titles when
we search. Today I even found a button to click that led me

to online reviews of the book. How cool is that? We naturally
fight the occasional frustration that change often brings, but so
far the differences have been nothing but positive. Thanks for
your patience with us during this transition period. .
Brrr! It’s a great time to curl up with a good book and a nice
soft blanket. New books to keep you warm this week include:
Emperor’s Tomb by Steve Berry, Lake of Dreams by Kim
Edwards, Left Neglected by Lisa Genova, Janus Stone by Elly
Griffiths and Tick Tock by James Patterson. If you're in the
mood for a movie, check out one of these DVDs Legendary, Cool
Dog, Dinner for Schmucks and Alpha and Omega .

Our Book Club decided it was time to venture into nonfiction
again. February’s choice is “Into the Wild” by Jon Krakauer.

In this book, Krakauer tracks the disastrous journey of recent
college graduate Chris McCandless, who disappeared into the
Alaskan wilderness seeking enlightenment. Join our discussion
on Monday, February 28 at 7 pm. .
Jerry DePew is still available for math tutoring. If you'd like to
take advantage of this free service, call the Library (841-4612)
or Jerry and make an appointment for Monday, Tuesday, or

Stop at the library and check it out!
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ed to create an online card
talog, which Pitstick said has
Iped many people find a book
video before having to come to
e library.
The online catalog “makes it
lot handier for everyone,” she
mmented. “People are very
preciative of the service.”
In a truly altruistic act that
ptures the spirit of community
tterment so perfectly, the Fonda
rary declined to apply for an
ard this year, because it had
immediate needs. The board
cided that it'd be better to have
e award money go towards
other group with pressing
ojects.
In a letter to the Pocahontas
ounty Foundation, Pitstick
plained the reasoning:
“We decided that our library
not in great need of anything
this time, largely due to your
nerosity in awarding grants...so
e will not be applying this time
allow others a better chance
receive needed funding. The
pard of Trustees asked me to
nd a letter to let you know this
d how greatly we appreciate
ur help in funding library
ojects.”

FOUNDATION TREASURER
ANCY JENSON explained that a
imary focus is to encourage arts.
e highlighted three examples of
s focus. On multiple occasions,
e foundation has supported
“Arts in the Schools” project,
ich brought playwrights and
thors to PAC and Laurens-
irathon for May Term classes.
one example, students wrote,
ected, and performed an

original play, which focused on
the problems of bullying and
sexual assault. The program was
co-sponsored by D/SAOC.

The foundation, along with
several local service groups,
brought touring music group
Tonic Sol Fa to the Rialto Theatre,
another foundation beneficiary.
All students were given free
admission, and the group also
gave a mini-concert at PAC for any
students who could not attend the
main event. The foundation also
contributed to the cost of a Buena
Vista University film documenting
the Fonda Museum.

The screening played to a
packed house at the Fonda Arts
Center this past summer. In
fact, turnout was so large that
the film had to be played twice.
The FAC has also received a
large share of support from the
foundation. Svoboda commented
on the importance of helping
establish such projects, reasoning
that such places that bring
people together help improve the
collective community psyche.

Places like the Fonda Arts
Center “give the community
something to be proud of,” he
concluded.

THE FOUNDATION HAS ALSO
provided assistance for a litany of
projects that are truly lifesaving.
The group has largely helped fund
arather unique project in Varina.
Because many of the town's
firefighters reside in the country,

it was inefficient for members to
drive to town, change into gear, and
then head back out to the country
to respond to an emergency
call. Members came up with a
creative solution — converting an
old MIDAS bus to mobile storage
unit. The bus contains all of
the equipment firefighters need.
Instead of coming to Varina,
firefighters head directly to the
scene, minimizing response time,
which is worth more than gold
during an emergency.

The foundation has also
assisted with purchasing new
interior furnishings for the Fonda
fire station as well as safety
vests for the Gilmore City fire
department.

Foundation funds have also
played a role in helping area
residents recuperate following
a traumatic health event. The
Pocahontas County Health
Department routinely uses
foundation awards to supply
its loan closet. Some of the
recent purchases have included
wheelchairs and four-pronged
canes.

“Those things are just as
important to those agencies and
the clients they serve as some
of the more expensive projects,”
explained Jenson.

Jenson also described a special
project employed at the PAC
and L-M schools last year. The
foundation targeted funds that
would go to projects at each
school and initiated a student-

Foundation to award over $80,000 for county betterment

driven process for allocating also accept
the monies. Each class elected With an un
representatives, which helped of wealth s
determine how the grant money next couple
would be spent. The panel would Boomers co
then discuss the relative merits in the toot
of each project, took a tiered vote, to lifelong
and ultimately worked together an appreci

to come to a solution that would
benefit all of the students.

PAC used their award to help
pay for the new video display

neighbors i

“It's inve
County. It’
Pocahonta:

sign along Highway 3. L-M said.

students spread the money Moreove
around, funding a new bench chooses to
in front of the building, stage countyfoun
lights, microphones, and other direction hc
equipment in the auditorium, If they wan
archery equipment for the physical  the schools
education department, and a TV  earmark th
and DVDs for the weightroom. or schools o
“It was a nice learning for any oth
process that taught the students person wis
leadership and how to write a their generc
grant,” Jenson concluded. “What bet
to have thas
MOVING FORWARD, with the fc
SVOBODA ACKNOWLEDGED better the c
that there are many other worthy he rhetoric:
county projects that go above The Po
and beyond the ability of the Foundatior

foundation's limited gambling ceremony
revenues. 26, at the
' “We have ideas on how we can Pocahonta:

help our county,” he said, adding, take place
“If we want to make Pocahontas the keyno
County a better place to live, Secretary
we're going to need more money Northey. T!
to distribute.” to begin at
He explained that the free, and fi
Pocahontas County Foundation will be prov
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ertz will be teaching Beginning
enealogy classes that will start
ebruary 1 at 6:30 p.m. This is for
cople who really know nothing
out genealogy or their family
istory, but would like to learn.
hink of it as kind of a Genealogy
r Dummies! Please let us know if
ou'd like to attend this class so we
n be sure to have enough materials
r everyone.

Have you tried the new online
brary catalog yet? We're having
ts of fun exploring what this new
stem can do! It’s so fun to see
ictures of the books as well as the
tles when we search. Today I even
und a button to click that led

e to online reviews of the book.
ow cool is that? We naturally
ght the occasional frustration that
hange often brings, but so far the
ifferences have been nothing but
ositive. Thanks for your patience

ith us during this transition period.

Brrr! It’s a great time to curl up
ith a good book and a nice soft
lanket. New books to keep you
argp this week include: Emperor’s

}wnv(.ﬂﬂ e ()\. \&m\.xx

Socs N son.
AlbronFd maka

Tomb by Steve Berry, Lake of Dreams
by Kim Edwards, Left Neglected by
Lisa Genova, Janus Stone by Elly
Griffiths and 7ick Tock by James
Patterson. If you're in the mood for
a movie, check out
one of these DVDs
Legendary, Cool
Dag, Dinner for
Schmucks and Alpha
and Omega.

Our Book Club
decided it was
time to venture
into nonfiction
again. February’s choice is “/nto
the Wild” by Jon Krakauer. In this
book, Krakauer tracks the disastrous
journey of recent college graduate
Chris McCandless, who disappeared
into the Alaskan wilderness secking
enlightenment. Join our discussion
on Monday, February 28 at 7 p.m.

Jerry DePew is still available for
math tutoring. If you'd like to take
advantage of this free service, call
the Library (841-4612) or Jerry and
make an appointment for Monday,
Tuesday, or Wednesday evenings.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!
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January
2011
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Please return

your book by
our discussion
1/24/11
@ 7:00 pm

“VISION OT POCanontdas COUIIly S PresTlin aifu ruwuns o

Ag. Secretary North

()
By Chris Vrba ReC oral D.a.v\—ﬂmwm:?. A doubling of exports

Coming less than 24 hours
following a State of Union Address
in which President Obama urged
the nation that we have collectively
reached another Sputnik moment,
it was only appropriate that the
Pocahontas County Economic
Development Commission took
up the topic of job creation and
economic growth in northwest
Towa at a public event at the Rialto
Theatre Jan. 26.

The previous evening the
President outlined a series of
goals that put rural lowa at the
epicenter of 21* century American

in two years, one million new
electric cars on the roads in
three, and 80 percent of fuel from
domestic sources by 2035 — all of
those lofty, but achievable goals
scream lowa, lowa, Iowa.

Secretary of Agriculture Bill
Northey was on hand to deliver
a keynote address that laid out
possible ways in which agriculture
and rural lowa can assist with the
President’s grand question: “How
can we win the future?”

“It starts with local communities
working and caring for the future.”
Northey offered.

ey talks of rural opportunity Founda

HE EXPLAINED THE
ESSENTIAL role agriculture
plays in state’s economy as well
as for the people of the United
States and world. He alluded to
the aspirations of the area’s early
European settlers before diving
into almost hard-to-fathom ag
economy.

“When they came across the
river and saw that tall prairie
grass they said ‘We have to
start growing crops.’” Northey
remarked.

Keynote.........6A

By Chris Vrba DI Pl— |

The future of Pocahontas County
looks a little brighter as the
Pocahontas County Foundation
presented over $80,000 to various
projects focused on quality of life
or education improvements in
the immediate area. A crowd of
about 70 gathered at the Rialto
Theatre in Pocahontas Jan. 26
to participate in the awards
ceremony.

With over $240,000 worth
of project applications, the
foundation did its best to identify
projects that would be immediately
beneficial or go towards long-term

tion awards over $80I

projects that could be furt
within the year. The founc
strives to spread the wealth
towns, but this year, not
community had an applice
total of 22 grants were awar
nonprofit and municipal g
wishing to do work focusi
community betterment.

Though the size of the a
ranged from as large as $1
to as little as $405.62, it is
be taken for granted that ¢
better the lives of the pec
Pocahontas County in the!
ways.
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'ocahontas Supervisors consider a proposed ordinance to ban

reapons in Courthouse
s Chris viba o -Leasrens Sun

A proposed ordinance that
yuld ban weapons in the court-
use was considered at the
»st recent meeting of the Poca-
ntas County Board of Supervi-
rs Jan. 25.

At the board’s previous meet-
1 sheriff Bob Lampe presented
draft version of the ordinance
lich would impose nominal
nalties and potential jail time
any person that would bring a
:apon into the courthouse.

e new rule is similar to ones
ing drafted by many other mu-
sipal and county governments
roughout lowa. Recent easing
firearms restrictions have led
mny governments to examine
ssible ways to ensure the safe-
of their buildings, especially
)se where law enforcement

d court rooms are located.

State legislators, especially

the House of Representa-
es, have put forward a series
bills that continue to remove
itrictions on citizens obtain-

1 and carrying firearms. One
:ce of proposed legislation cur-
itly before the House Public
fety Committee would deny
al governments from adopt-
r rules that add restrictions to
«ces Iowans could legally carry
:arms. Another bill would do
ay entirely with firearm per-
ts, which have traditionally
:n the purview of local law en-
cement.

In the past, Lampe has ex-
igsed  reticence  removing
apons permit restrictions,
ing that local law enforce-

ment officers have a better feel
for individuals more likely to
pose an increased risk to public
safety. Current permit changes
that took effect Jan. 1 drastically
limit the sheriff’s ability to deny
firearm requests.

Both Lampe and county attor-
ney Anne Beneke, who drafted
the proposed ordinance, have
expressed their support for its
adoption.

THE SUPERVISORS AGREED
WITH the intent of the ordi-
nance, but said the definition of
“county building” was question-
able; as they were concerned it
could pertain to county parks
and other hunting areas. They
believed the focus of the ordi-
nance should pertain to the in-
side of the courthouse only.
Citing the presence of a jail and
courtrooms with active trials on
site, supervisor Louis Stauter
said it is important the board
consider the ordinance’s adop-
tion.

“It’s very important that we
do something. We want to do it
right.”

County assessor Brian De-
Wall was in attendance. He ex-
plained that given the recent
tenor of discourse and expanded
access to weapons, there is in-
creasing safety concern among
many courthouse employees. He
felt adding emergency buttons,
which are located in each of the
courthouse’s offices, could help
protect workers in addition to
the ordinance’s adoption.

“We've all had it happen where

people have come in irate.”

The board moved to table
the ordinance, citing the need
to clarify its definition of county
building.

“If we want to pass something,
we want to pass something that
fits our needs,” concluded coun-
ty auditor Margene Bunda.
LIBRARIANS FROM ALL OVER
the county presented their annu-
al reports to the board. Circula-
tions throughout the town librar-
ies increased in 2010, remarked
Pocahontas library director Lola
DeWall.

“We provide a lot of services to
the communities.”

Each librarian in attendance
provided highlights.

“We're a little library, but
a well-used library,” remarked
Palmer’s Sally Butcher. She ex-
plained the success of the adult
reading program. Attendees meet
weekly, and have contributed to
improvements, such as purchas-
ing new curtains. She also said
that book delivery is available. “If
you can’t make it to the library, I
will deliver.”

Fonda’s Carla Pitstick said the
addition of DVDs and a similar
monthly adult book discussion
have proven popular with pa-
trons. He added that the Harvest
Celebration was well attended
and that the library will have
downloadable audio books soon.

Glenda Mulder of Laurens
was proud to announce that all
editions of the Laurens Sun as
well as the library’s card catalog
have been digitized and are now

available online. She added that
the monthly brown bag lunch
program for elementary students
have been a great success. She
remarked upon the uptick in
circulation, saying it was amaz-
ing that over 44,000 items were
checked out in a town of only
1,400 people.

Penny Tilden of Rolfe t~uched
upon continued community sup-
port. She said the Friends of the
Rolfe Library group had been
busy organizing activities for the
library and adjacent commu-
nity center. She highlighted the
recent holiday celebration that
featured a “kids-only” gift mall in
the library. “They are wonderful
people.”

Plover’s Darla Johnson com-
mented upon the success of the
after school gaming sessions and
summer reading program, which
draws in rural youth. She also
said she’s had several recent re-
quests from former Plover High
School students who wish to use
the library’s collection of school
trophies, annuals, and other
memorabilia for class reunions.
“That has been a big plus for re-
membering little old Plover.”

In other news, the board of
supervisors unanimously ap-
proved the earlier recommenda-
tion of the compensation board
to offer no increase in the sala-
ries of elected county officials.
The Pocahontas County Board
of Supervisors regularly meets
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the
boardroom of the courthouse.
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Last week we
got to go to
Pocahontas
to receive a
Pocahontas
County
Foundation
grant. This
$4,000 will be used for new patron
computers. We will be retiring the
computers we purchased in 2003
ith the grant from the Gates
Foundation. What a relief that will
be — those things are painfully slow!
e will also be relocating our patron
computers so they are all in the same
rea. I'm not sure exactly when all
hese changes will be taking place,
ut I'll be sure to keep you informed!
Last week we had an especially
un Brown Bag lunch with our 5th
raders. Mrs Noonan & I put our
eads together & decided it would be
un to make ice cream with snow and
o read a chapter from Laura Ingalls
ilder’s book “Farmer Boy” about
arvesting ice from the pond. After
e read about ice and packing the ice
ouse, we each put ¥2 cup of milk,
Vi tsp. vanilla and 1 Tbsp. of sugar
nto a small zip top baggie. Then we
led a gallon zip top bag about half
ull of snow, added 6 Tbsp of rock
alt, shook that up a bit, then put our
ce cream bag inside the big one &
hook, shook, shook! It took about
minutes of shaking until the inner
ag hardened up into a delicious

>4

February 2, 2011

shook!

pictures!

personal serving of ice cream. I'm not
sure who had more fun doing this -
the kids or the librarians! I think this
-will become a yearly tradition with
our 5th grade friends. And next year,
we will try to remember
to take pictures!

New books to curl
up with this week
include: 7he Sherlockian
by Graham Moore and
Cup of Friendship by
Deborah Rodriguez. 1

forgot to list a couple new DVDs last
week: 7he Social Network and My
One & Only.

February’s Book Club choice is
“Into the Wild” by Jon Krakauer. In
this book, Krakauer
tracks the disastrous
journey of recent
college graduate Chris
McCandless, who
disappeared into the
Alaskan wilderness and
whose body was later
found. 'm thinking of
changing my routine
and reading this at the
beginning of the month

— that way I can tell

you all why you should

read it. We'll see how

that goes....Join our
discussion on Monday,
February 28 at 7 pm.

~ www.laurenspubliclibrary.com

Last week we got to go to Pocahontas to receive a Pocahon-
tas County Foundation grant. This $4,000 will be used for
new patron computers. We will be retiring the computers we
purchased in 2003 with the grant from the Gates Foundation.
What a relief that will be — those things are painfully slow!

We will also be relocating our patron computers so they are
all in the same area. I'm not sure exactly when all these chang-
es will be taking place, but I'll be sure to keep you informed!

Last week we had an especially fun Brown Bag lunch with
our 5th graders. Mrs Noonan & I put our heads together & de-
cided it would be fun to make ice cream with snow and to read
a chapter from Laura Ingalls Wilder’s book “Farmer Boy” about
harvesting ice from the pond.

After we read about ice and packing the ice house, we each
put % cup of milk, % tsp vanilla and 1 Tbsp of sugar into a
small zip top baggie. Then we filled a gallon zip top bag about
half full of snow, added 6 Tbsp of rock salt, shook that up a bit,
then put our ice cream bag inside the big one & shook, shook,

It took about 5 minutes of shaking until the inner bag
hardened up into a delicious personal serving of ice cream. I'm
not sure who had more fun doing this - the kids or the librar-
ians! I think this will become a yearly tradition with our 5th
grade friends. And next year, we will try to remember to take

New books to curl up with this week include: The Sherlock-
ian by Graham Moore and Cup of Friendship by Deborah Rodri-
guez. I forgot to list a couple new DVDs last week: The Social
Network and My One & Only.

February’s Book Club choice is “Into the Wild” by Jon
Krakauer. In this book, Krakauer tracks the disastrous journey
of recent college graduate Chris McCandless, who disappeared
into the Alaskan wilderness and whose body was later found.
I'm thinking of changing my routine and reading this at the
beginning of the month - that way I can tell you all why you
should read it. We’ll see how that goes....Join our discussion
on Monday, February 28 at 7 pm.

Stop at the library and check it out! \

At The Librowy:
ACThe Library:

Pocahontas County Foundation awards several
grants to Laurens projects and organizations

By Chris Vrba

The future of Pocahontas
County looks a little brighter as
the Pocahontas County Founda-
tion presented over $80,000 to
various projects focused on qual-
ity of life or education improve-
ments in the immediate area. A
crowd of about 70 gathered at the
Rialto Theatre in Pocahontas Jan.
26 to participate in the awards
ceremony.

With over $240,000 worth of
project applications, the founda-
tion did its best to identify proj-
ects that would be immediately
beneficial or go towards long-term
projects that could be furthered
within the year. The foundation
strives to spread the wealth to
all towns, but this year, not every
community had an applicant. A
total of 22 grants were awarded to
nonprofit and municipal groups
wishing to do work focusing on
community betterment.

Though the size of the awards

ranged from as large as $15,000
to as little as $405.62, it is not
to be taken for granted that all
will better the lives of the people
of Pocahontas County in their
own ways.
THE CITY OF PALMER was
the biggest beneficiary of the
foundation’s benevolence. Its
award of $15,000 will be used to
convert the Palmer school build-
ing to a fire station and city hall.
Accepting the grant was Dennis
Hallberg, who expressed his deep
appreciation to the foundation,
noting the grant would help ac-
complish the goal of replacing
city hall’s “cramped quarters”
and the “antiquated fire station.”
The renovation is estimated to
run about $53,000. The city has
also received $26,500 of match-
ing aid.

Capturing the spirit of the
foundation’s efforts, Hallberg
concluded by saying, “lowa. Poca-
hontas County. Palmer. That’s
my home!” to a large round of
applause.

The Laurens Parks and Rec-
reation Board was the recipient
of a $10,000 grant to help with

the construction of an $83,000
Memorial Lane Park located in the
heart of the city’s retail district. To
help fund the project, commemo-
rative bricks are being sold.
Tran Jolliffe said he was “very
appreciative,” of the support. He
added that the park has been of
great interest to many residents.
“It really seems to have captured
the heart and soul of the Laurens
community.”
TWO FONDA GRANTS GO di-
rectly towards quality of life and
education. Character Counts! will
now be the town’s mantra. The
city received an award of $4,500
to purchase materials and provide
training for the comprehensive
character education program.
Phyllis Menke explained the
program would work with area
youth to teach about the impor-
tance of good character and as a
way to engage with the commu-
nity. She also extended an invita-
tion to the other county towns to
participate.

“The program we’re doing
would not happen without your
funding,” Menke said as she ac-
cepted the foundation gift.

The Fonda Arts Center will use
their $845 award to install a
permanent wooden sign in front
of the repurposed church. Cur-
rently, there is no easily visible
sign guiding visitors from both
near and far to the center. It will
also list upcoming events, which
director Anne Reiff said were fre-
quently filling the city’s sign.
The Rolfe Enrichment group
received $3,060 to help construct
a gate for the newly established
Heritage Park. A group of local
residents have diligently worked
to make the park a Thursday eve-
ning hotspot during seasonable
months, as a large crowd gathers
for the weekly farmers’ market.
Renovation of the downtown lot
is part of a larger, locally-driven
town beautification project.
A SMALLER AWARD FOR a
Pocahontas project will touch
the lives of virtually every grade-
schooler in the county. The Poca-

hontas spring soccer program
received $686 to improve the
“Snack Shack” located on the soc-
cer field grounds. The program is
an unmitigated success — drawing
over 600 young players from every
town in the county as well as a few
neighboring towns too.

“The equivalent of Pocahontas
comes to Pocahontas every Sat-
urday we place soccer,” explained
Jeff Smith. And, of course, with
all of the pint-size traffic in town,
so too come the requisite caravan
of soccer moms, dads, grandpar-
ents, and many others. The added
visitors get gas or groceries, grab
a bite to eat, run errands and
shop. Smith added that many
businesses have commented that
their sales spike when spring Sat-
urday soccer is kicking.

Another grant went to, per-
haps, the noblest project of all.
Nearly $4,200 was presented to
Pocahontas Congregate Meals for
new kitchen equipment, including
a steamer that will help prepare
more nutritious meals for its
patrons. Clint Fogde remarked
that last year, over 10,000 meals
were served in Pocahontas, half
of which were delivered to home-
bound residents. He noted that
Congregate Meals relies upon
donations for a quarter of its
operations. Though it caters to a
primarily experienced clientele,
Fogde said, anyone who wishes
to have a meal will be served. And
nobody will be turned down for
lack of offering.

The foundation receives the
majority of its funds from state-
wide gambling revenue. However,
private contributions are accept-
ed and encouraged. Gifts can be
made to the foundation’s general
endowment or they can be di-
rected towards specific uses, such
as art or education. With nearly
two-thirds of project applications
unable to find funding, it appears
there’s ample opportunity for area
residents help better the qual-
ity of life enjoyed by so many in
Pocahontas County.

PCF grants winners from Laurens from left: Dwig
Glenda Mulder, Michelle Sandvig, J
Grace Hertz.
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
February 9, 201 1

~\l O and ﬂr e ? cops”

Boy, was I surprised on Monday to
walk in to our library — all decked
out with giant “50”s! You guys
really pulled one over on me —1I had
no clue! What a fun day we all had
chatting with friends as we munched
on the yummy goodies. I have to
say, if this is what my fifties are
A going to be like, its going to be fun! Thanks to all of you who had a part
2 3 in making the celebration so wonderful!
; Believe it or not, I'm over half way through this month’s book club
) S nonfiction choice “Into the Wild” by Jon Krakauer. I don’t usually read
' m ; much nonfiction, but I have to say, I'm totally enjoying following the
; adventures of recent college graduate and free spirit, Chris McCandless
as he wanders around the United States, even though they’ve already told
me he doesn’t make it out of Alaska alive. Join our discussion group on
Monday, February 28 at 7 p.m.

New books this week include: Memory Place by Mira Bartok, Death
Wave by Stephen Coonts; Though Not Dead by Dana Stabenow, Fatal
Error by J.A. Jance, Wicked Lies by Lisa Jackson and Moon Over Manifest
by Clara Vanderpool. We also got in a wonderful new children’s book
this week. Fans of Pinkalicious (remember the little girl who turned pink
e from eating too many pink cupcakes?) will be happy to know she’s back
o in Silverlicious. In this delightful book, Pinkalicious looses a tooth and

is appalled to discover that it was her sweet tooth! If you're not familiar
) with these books, just ask us, we'll introduce you! New DVDs this week
include: Like Dandelion Dust, Open Season 3, Secretariat and Red.

!w o g A Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
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“—»\.ﬁul g PL&\S Boy did my Thursday start off with a bang last week! As
T QN 1l Z S§\ I walked to my desk, I saw flowers on it. As I reached for the
www.lanrenspubliclibrary.com card the phone rang. I instantly recognized the voice — Dan
Sma.a: from HS,S He drew a huge crowd for our last year’s
- Womn.:pm Road Trip program and I had sent him an e-mail ask-
e &gt me if wMM éoﬂammmummnnn a return visit. Well, our Library didn’t
. . e the schedule for this year’s Reading R i
N |wm_w~%mwwﬂmow mo:ﬂvd.mﬁﬂm on Ewnnwm% to walk in to our found an evening in May Ewﬂ he had omwm.r omm% MMW UMMW omH
N mﬂm Mw n dﬂwb%\%%n M_ bﬂmﬂm Mﬂ%m H.MMEN ME?Q M:mma —its Thursday, May 12 at 6:30. Kids love him W m&cmﬁm.
. : : y we a ave fun too, so plan to bri i i i
s : , So plan to bring your kids,
Mrmmwwsﬁm Mamnw H.M.umﬂam as MB Bcnor.mn on En.%saa% goodies. kids, whoever you can H.ogam W_o - ?m%ooﬂmob%bﬂﬁ“% Mumrw%m
oing to b Mw H_m is what my fifties are going to be like, its Oh, and thanks to my friend for the flowers, I h I it
mw : omQM.c_,MnoM_mo rmEMm .nME m.: of you who had a part in making this birthday fade into my memory quite %om_ guess feantiet
wonder :
celet . 1 Laurens-Marathon’s El i i
m . . s Elementary T
o_ﬂﬁoﬂmo Mw ooM_ Mwﬁmw Mwowxmﬂ W&Mu Mﬂ« WWMMMWWOWM. MMSE S WMoW sponsoring a Scholastic Book wﬂﬁamwwﬁnwoﬁhmwmwsww for
: auer. I don’t classroom books. The date is Friday, F :
Wﬁmﬁﬂ%&;ﬁﬁﬁ MMMMMMWM mc%%ww MMMM Szmm%. _.Eaﬁoﬁm.:% aw- until Drill Team Show starts at 7 nde w%“m_wm mmmmﬁmmoﬂﬂmwmwwé
fol . college graduate an Because of President’s day, th ,.Sz i .
NMMMM irit, Osﬂ”m McCandless as he wanders around the United early this year, so will U&M.m mombv.“w of Mpwm“wﬂgm nﬁﬂ par-ieiad
— M.M.Hwb ough they've already told me he doesn’t make Library for presales. Stop up and look at ﬁﬂﬁ wibosicn &
w, mﬂud Md\ nwmmWM .w._Ea. Join our discussion group on Monday, support our LM Enﬁnbﬁwﬁv Pie st the new books and
at 7 pm. Join our book
. . club on M i
WMM%AMMMM ﬁum W%nﬂﬁn_cam“ Memory Place by Mira Bartok, cuss “Into the Emaaov% QMMQMW%WMWMW mmmpwm:“ﬁ. y %B. gt
benow, Fatal mﬁowvde w Momwwwmﬂﬂwmmazrommmdwwarww Nmbﬂ il Mﬁ I really enjoyed reading this 505mon.ohv _oooﬁm wﬁﬂm““m%m” of
, oy J.A. : a Jackson at is the allure of just taki , A
benow : just taking off on an
iobaowmm__ MMM“. Mpﬂbhmwmmdwﬁ.mmﬂﬂ Mm%%%ﬁ@ﬁ%“r M&M W__Mw m.w» ina book; you have plenty of E.bomﬁo read it meﬁsﬁﬁo&MMwmwwwwwﬁ
hildre ek. icious Andrew Walker has filled i i i
(remember the little girl who turned i bilin, These itemns trace nie yesce Fotn
. . pink from eating too many Scouting memorabili i o from T
v.Ew nz_un&moma .§= be happy to know she’s back in Silverli- Scout nwd mwMWmnoﬂn a&ﬂm% peipidbibon .Ew ettt
cious. In ﬁ.:w. delightful book, Pinkalicious looses a tooth and is Shiattana T . an ccomniishmentl ==
mvvmﬁma n..u discover that it was her sweet tooth! If you’re not
familiar 4.55 Em.mo books, just ask us, we’ll introduce you! New
DVDs this week include: Like Dandelion Dust, Open Season 3
Secretariat and Red. ’
Stop at the library and check it out!
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. February 28 at 7 p.m. as we discuss
\ﬁﬂ N&N NN&»\&N\U\ “Into the Wild’ by Jon Krakauer.

with Glenda Mulder Surprisingly enough to me, I really
February 16, 2011 ~ enjoyed reading this nonfiction book.

L auarew T P apr” [ think part of that is the allure of
Boy, did my Thursday start off with just taking off on an adventure. Itsa
a bang last week! As I walked to short book; you have plenty of time
my desk, I saw flowers on it. As to read it before the discussion! TR . G S 2
I reached for the card, the phone Andrew Walker has filled the
rang. [ instantly recognized the north display case with his Scouting
voice — Dan Wardell from IPTV! He memorabilia. These items trace his ¥ OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER
drew a huge crowd for our last year’s years from Tiger Scout thru Eagle
Reading Road Trip program and I Scout. What an accomplishment!
had sent him an e-mail asking if he Thanks for sharing, Drew. AWARDEDTO
would consider a return visit. Well, Guess what else? We got new . * .
our Library didn’t make the schedule books in! In fiction we received: { Laurens Public H..H—UH”HMN
for this year’s Reading Road Trip, but Clara & Mr. Tiffany by Susan
he found an evening in May that he Vreeland, These Things Hidden i For outstanding service to UDMO’s Laurens Head Start Program
had open. So mark your calendar — by Heather Gudenkauf, Call Me .
its Thursday, May 12 at 6:30. Kids Irresistible by Susan Phillips, The Given this 18¢h day of May, 2010,
love him & adults have fun too, so Lying Game by Sara Shepard and 7he !
plan to bring your kids, mam:&mmmu Lotus Eaters by Tatjana Soli.
neighbor kids, whoever you can In nonfiction we now have
round up — just come and join the Ron Reagan’s memoir of President m
fun! Oh, and thanks to my friend Reagan, My Father ar 100. We also
for the flowers, I guess I can’t let this now have DVDs of the Women’s €-— "
birthday fade into my memory quite Club 2009 & 2010 cemetery walks, — A A A A A A A 0 DD YD §
yet! Voices from the Past. This will be

Laurens-Marathon’s Elementary fun if you missed them the first time,

Teachers will again be sponsoring a or want to revisit them.
Scholastic Book Fair this year to raise
money for classroom books. The s
date is Friday, February 25 from rm.ﬂeﬁ at W\QN Nm%%&%b\ ch
3:30 p.m. until Drill Team Night Check it Qs«ﬁ\

starts at 7 p.m., then for a bit after
the show. Because of President’s day,
they will be getting the books crazy

Upper Des Moines Opportunity

early this year, so will bring some
of them up to the Public Library
for presales. Stop up and look at

the new books and support our LM
Elementary!
2 Join our book club on Monday,
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Ever wonder just who (or whatl) is in your family tree? ?5.:”# g@@-ﬂbm
You've got the perfect opportunity fo find out! & <O_=H-H®®~.

Recognition Ceremony

THE FAMILY TREE

Local Genealogist Extraordinaire Girace Hertz has
mm_.@& to teach a VERY Beginning (renealogy Cass. |f

you Know nothing about m@:wu,om:‘ but would like to
learn where to start, this is the class for you. The first Tuesday, May 18, 2010

session will be Tuesday, February § at 30 pm. Iowa Lakes OOEE—:-:% OO=GW®
Emmetsburg, IA

Please let us know if you'd like o join us 50 we can have
enough handouts printed.
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February 23, 2011

“One of the
advantages of
being disorderly
is that one
is constantly
making exciting
discoveries.”
I came across
this A.A. Milne
quote shortly
after Nancy Jenson agreed to do her
program ORGANIZE IT! at our
library. If you've ever taken a look at
my desk, you know how appropriate
this quote is for me — and said by
one of my favorite authors, even! So
you know I'll be attending Nancy’s
seminar on Monday, March 21st, at
7 p.m. Hope you can join mel!
We've had fun paging through
(and buying a few gifts!) the L-M
Book Fair preview books that are at
our library this week. They brought
us some delicious looking cookbooks
as well as a bunch of kids’ books.
The date of the actual Book Fair
is Friday, February 25 from 3:30
p.m. until the Drill Team Show
starts at 7 p.m., then for a bit after
the show. But, we’ve had a couple
tables of books as a sneak preview.
Stop up at the library now or the
school on the 25th and support our
L-M Elementary readers! Laurens-
Marathon’s Elementary Teachers are
sponsoring this Scholastic Book Fair

|\

to raise money for classroom books.
Join our book club on Monday,
February 28th at 7 p.m. as we discuss
Jon Krakauer’s nonfiction book,
“Into the Wild.” What fun it was
to read about these brave souls and
their outdoor
adventures. We're
going to try
something new
this month. We
are encouraging
each of our
members to come
with a discussion
question or interesting point from

the book that they would like to chat-

about.

New fiction this week includes:
Death of a Chimney Sweep by
M.C. Beaton, Red Garden by Alice
Hoffman, Gideon's Sword by Douglas
Preston, Union Quilters by Jennifer
Chiaverini, Treachery in Death by ].
D. Robb, True Grit by Charles Portis
and Night Vision by Randy Wayne
White. The Albert City E-Free
Book Club donated some money,
so I purchased the Karen Kingsbury
“Redemption” series in Large Print.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

Public
Library
February

2011
book 1s

.

Please return
your book by
our discussion
2/28/11
@ 7:00 pm
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“One of the advantages of being disorderly is that one is
constantly making exciting discoveries.” I came across this
A.A. Milne quote shortly after Nancy Jenson agreed to do her
-program ORGANIZE IT! at our library. If you've ever taken a
look at my desk, you know how appropriate this quote is for me
- and said by one of my favorite authors even! So you know I'll
be attending Nancy’s seminar on Monday, March 21st at 7 pm.
Hope you can join mel ,
We've had fun paging through (and buying a few giftsl) the
L-M Book Fair preview books that are at our library this week.
- They brought us some delicious looking cookbooks as well as a
bunch of kids’ books.

The date of the actual Book Fair is Friday, February 25
from 3:30 until Drill Team Show starts at 7, then for a bit after
the show. But we've had a couple tables of books as a sneak
preview. Stop up at the library now or the school the 25th and
support our L-M Elementary readers! Laurens-Marathon’s
- Elementary Teachers are sponsoring this Scholastic Book Fair
to raise money for classroom books.

Join our book club on Monday, February 28 at 7 pm. as we
discuss Jon Krakauer’s nonfiction book, “Into the Wild.” What
“fun it was to read about these brave souls and their outdoor
adventures. 'We're going to try something new this month. We
are encouraging each of our members to come with a discus-

- sion question or interesting point from the book that they
would like to chat about.

New fiction this week includes: Death of a Chimney Sweep
by M.C. Beaton, Red Garden by Alice Hoffman, Gideon’s Sword
by Douglas Preston, Union Quilters by Jennifer Chiaverini,
Treachery in Death by J. D. Robb, True Grit by Charles Portis
and Night Vision by Randy Wayne White. The Albert City E-
Free Book Club donated some money, so I purchased the Karen

Kingsbury “Redemption” series in Large Print.
‘ Stop at the library and check it out!

“Organizing is what you do before you do something, so that
when you do it, it is not all mixed up.”
A. A. Milne quote

“One of the advantages of being disorderly is that one is con-
stantly making exciting discoveries.”
A, A. Milne quote
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
March 2, 2011 The Popesr

We are going to be making an
addition to our digital collection
in the next few months. We will
be digitizing “Pocahontas County
History” and “The Pioneer History
of Pocahontas County, Iowa: from
the time of its earliest settlement
to the present time” (more
commonly know to genealogists
as the Flickinger book.) These
will join copies of the Laurens Sun
newspaper & the centennial book,
“Laurens 100” on our Newspaper
Archives website. Everything there
is searchable by name, keyword, or
you can browse by date if you prefer.
Go to our Library’s homepage www.
laurenspubliclibrary.com for a link
and more information. Or stop at
the Library and we'd be happy to
show it off to you! This wonderful
addition to our Local History and
Genealogy section is made possible
by generous donations from the
family and friends of Mary Kees and
Evelyn Schleusener.

Monday, March 21 is going
to be a busy day at our Library! I
got a call last week from Senator
Grassley’s office asking if they could
have a Town Hall meeting here in
the afternoon. Of course, I said yes.
So plan to join us at 2:15 p.m. and
make your voice heard! Then at
7 p-m. Pocahontas County Extension
Program Coordinator Nancy Jenson

will do her program ORGANIZE

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder

March 9, 2011
(he Poper

OK, remember last week I told you
about all the fun stuff at the Library on
March 21st? Well....Plan B is now in
effect! Since the Kiwanis rescheduled

IT! at our library. I found another A.
A. Milne quote that sums up what I
hope to take away from the meeting.
“Organizing is what you do before
you do something, so that when you
do it, it is not all mixed up.” Pretty
good words of wisdom from Winnie
the Pooh, don’t you think? Hope
you can join us for one or both of
these programs.

New fiction this week includes:
The Jungle by Clive Cussler, Sing
You Home by Jodi Picoult, Minding
Frankie by Maeve Binchey, Silent
Mercy by Linda Fairstein, Double
Prey by Steven Havill, Now You See
Her by Joy Fielding, Betrayal by
Fern Michaels and 7hree Seconds by
Anders Roslund.

Library Calendar
Monday, March 21
2:15-3:15 p.m. - Town Hall Meeting
with Senator Charles Grassley
7:00 p.m. - Organize It! with Nancy

Jenson

Monday, March 28
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “Still
Alice” by Lisa Genova

Wednesday, March 23
1:45 p.m. - WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

Monday, April 25

7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “7he
Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson
Burnett.

Thursday, May 12
6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

nonfiction collection and is now on the
best seller list. New DVDs include:
Temple Grandin, Beverly Hills Chibuabua
11, Unstoppable and You Again. Also

in DVDs, Bill & Julie Wurr donated
Megamind in memory of Bob Braesch
and Get Low in memory of Gloria

Newell.

d._ Stop at the library and check it out!
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We are going to be making an addition to our digital
collection in the next few months. We will be digitizing “Poca-
hontas County History” and “The Pioneer History of Poca-
hontas County, lowa: from the time of its earliest settlement
to the present time” (more commonly know to genealogist as
the Flickinger book.) These will join copies of the Laurens
Sun newspaper & the centennial book, “Laurens 100” on our
Newspaper Archives website. Everything there is searchable by
name, keyword, or you can browse by date if you prefer. Go
to our Library’s homepage www.laurenspubliclibrary.com for
a link and more information. Or stop at the Library & we’d be
happy to show it off to you! This wonderful addition to our Lo-
cal History and Genealogy section is made possible by generous
donations from the family and friends of Mary Kees and Evelyn
Schleusener.

Monday, March 21 is going to be a busy day at our Libraryl
I got a call last week from Senator Grassley’s office asking if
they could have a Town Hall meeting here in the afternoon. Of
course, I said yes. So plan to join us at 2:15 pm and make
your voice heard! Then at 7 pm Pocahontas County Extension
Program Coordinator Nancy Jenson will do her program ORGA-
NIZE IT! at our library. I found another A. A. Milne quote that
sums up what I hope to take away from the meeting. “Organiz-
ing is what you do before you do something, so that when you
do it, it is not all mixed up.” Pretty good words of wisdom from
Winnie the Pooh, don’t you think? Hope you can join us for one
or both of these programs.

New fiction this week includes: The Jungle by Clive Cussler,
Sing You Home by Jodi Picoult, Minding Frankie by Maeve
Binchey, Silent Mercy by Linda Fairstein, Double Prey by Ste-
ven Havill, Now You See Her by Joy Fielding, Betrayal by Fern
Michaels and Three Seconds by Anders Roslund.

Library Calendar

2:15-3:15 pm Monday, March 21 Town Hall Meeting with Sena-
tor Charles Grassley

7:00 pm Monday, March 21 Organize It! with Nancy Jenson
7.:00 pm Monday, March 28 Book Discussion “Still Alice” by
Lisa Genova

1:45 pm March 23 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-
den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell

&

Library Calendar
Monday, March 21
2:15-3:15 p.m. - Town Hall Meeting
with Senator Charles Grassley

Monday, March 28
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “Still Alice”
by Lisa Genova

Our book club selection for March

their annual show to the 21st, we moved
our program “Organize It!” to Monday,
April 11. So now we'll all be able to
attend both! We will still be hosting the
Town Hall Meeting with Senator Chuck
Grassley at 2:15 p.m. So plan to join us
and let him know where you stand on
the issues that are close to your heart.
New fiction this week includes: 7he
Weird Sisters by Eleanor Brown and Love
You More by Lisa Gardner. How could
I resist ordering a nonfiction book titled
Pioneer Woman: Black Heels to Tractor
Wheels by Ree Drummond? You're
right, I couldn’t! It’s been added to our

is “Still Alice” by Lisa Genova. Our
library catalog describes it this way,
“Feeling at the top of her game when
she is suddenly diagnosed with early
onset Alzheimer's disease, Harvard
psychologist Alice Howland struggles to
find meaning and purpose in her life as
her concept of self gradually slips away.”
I had a patron tell me this week that she
took the book home after our discussion
and practically couldn’t put it down
until she finished it! That’s what I like
to hear! Stop in and pick up a copy and
join our discussion on Monday, March
28 at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23
1:45 p.m. - WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

Monday, April 11
7:00 p.m. - Organize It! with Nancy
Jenson

Monday, April 25
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “The Secret
Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

Thursday, May 12
6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell
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Did you W—Mwo@ t Q(.ﬂ.w.&\\n Charles
Grassley has held meetings in all 99
of lowa’s counties every year since
joining the Senate in 19812 He
says listening to constituent input
is important for his job and vows to
continue the tradition this year. We
will be hosting a Town Hall Meeting
with Senator Grassley at 2:15 p.m.
on Monday, March 21st. I hope you
can join us to learn what he’s been
doing and tell him your opinion in
areas on which he will be voting.
Have you checked out the
artwork at the Library lately? L-M
Honor Society students recently
changed the bulletin boards in the
children’s department. During the
school year these boards feature
works of L-M Art Teacher Mr.
Gary’s budding artists. The current
collection is especially colorful and
creative. We also are featuring the
work of Mr. Gary’s artists in one of
our display cases. These projects
were created from books that had
been withdrawn from our library’s
collection. It’s fun to see what these
kids came up with! Be sure to notice

Night Season by Chelsea Cain,
Learning to Swim by Sara Henry,
Incendiary by Chris Cleave, Georgia
Bottoms by Mark Childress, Cleaning
Nabokovs House by Leslie Daniels,
The Linen Queen by Patricia Falvey,
Rodin’s Debutante by Ward Just,

First Grave on the Right by Darynda
Jones, The Poison Tree by Erin Kelly,
Brothers of Baker Street by Michael
Robertson and Father of Lies by John
Hart. New nonfiction includes: 33
Men: Inside the miraculous survival
and dramatic rescue of the Chilean
miners by Jonathan Franklin. New

DVDs include: Burlesque, The Biggest

Loser: Cardio Max Weight Loss (1
tried this one out & it’s a great way
to work up a sweat!) and The Firm:
Ignite Calorie Burn.

Our book club selectio
for March is “Still Alice”
by Lisa Genova. This is
a book about a gal with

beginning Alzheimer’s

Disease. My patrons

have been telling me

it’s a great book. A few
have said it’s hitting a bit
close to home and they’re
starting to wonder about
themselves.....aren’t we all?!
Now I'm wondering if I

really want to read it. Just

March 9, 2011

that are close to your heart.

like to hear!

day, March 28 at 7 pm.
Library Calendar

tor Charles Grassley

Lisa Genova
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OK, remember last week I told you about all the H.E‘_ stuff
at the Library on March 21st? Well....Plan B is now in effect!
Since the Kiwanis rescheduled their annual show to the 21st,
we moved our program “Organize It!” to Monday, April 11. So
now we’ll all be able to attend both! We will still be hosting the
Town Hall Meeting with Senator Chuck Grassley at 2:15. So
plan to join us and let him know where you stand on the issues

New fiction this week includes: The Weird Sisters by Eleanor
Brown and Love You More by Lisa Gardner. How could I resist
ordering a nonfiction book titled Pioneer Woman: Black Heels
to Tractor Wheels by Ree Drummond? You're right, I couldn’t!
It’s been added to our nonfiction collection and is now on the
best seller list. New DVDs include: Temple Grandin, Beverly
Hills Chihuahua II, Unstoppable and You Again. Also in DVDs,
Bill & Julie Wurr donated Megamind in memory of Bob Braesch
and Get Low in memory of Gloria Newell.

Our book club selection for March is “Still Alice” by Lisa
Genova. Our library catalog describes it this way, “Feeling at
the top of her game when she is suddenly diagnosed with early
onset Alzheimer’s disease, mm_dma psychologist Alice Howland
struggles to find meaning and purpose in her life as her concept
of self gradually slips away.” I had a patron tell me this week
that she took the book home after our discussion and practi-
cally couldn’t put it down until she finished it! That’s what I

Stop in and pick up a copy and join our discussion on Mon-

2:15-3:15 pm Monday, March 21 Town :mu Meeting with Sena-
7:00 pm Monday, March 28 Book Discussion “Still Alice” by

1:45 pm March 23 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

7:00 pm Monday, April 11 Organize It! with Nancy Jenson
7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-
den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

L]
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Library Calendar

Monday, March 21

2:15-3:15 p.m. - Town Hall Meeting
with Senator Charles Grassley

Monday, March 28

7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “Szill Alice”
by Lisa Genova

Wednesday, March 23

1:45 p.m. - WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!
Monday, April 11

7:00 p.m. - Organize It! with Nancy
Jenson

Monday, April 25

7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “The Secret
Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
Thursday, May 12

6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell
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March 17, 2011
Did you know that Senator Charles Grassley has held meetings
in all 99 of lIowa’s counties every year since joining the Senate
in 1981? He says listening to constituent input is important for
his job and vows to continue the tradition this year. We will be
hosting a Town Hall Meeting with Senator Grassley at 2:15 on
Monday, March 21st: I hope you can join us to learn what he’s
been doing and tell him your opinion in areas on which he 5:
be voting.
Have you checked out the artwork at the Library lately? LM
Honor Society students recently changed the bulletin boards in
the children’s department. During the school year these boards
feature works of LM Art Teacher Mr. Gary’s budding artists.
The current collection is especially colorful and creative. We
also are featuring the work of Mr. Gary’s artists in one of our
display cases. These projects were created from books that
had been withdrawn from our library’s collection. Its fun to see
what these kids came up with! Be sure to notice both of these
areas next time you are in the Library.
This week we received a shipment of 25 new Large Print West-
erns donated in memory of Lila Galloway by her grandchil-
dren. Other new fiction this week includes: Three Stages of
Amazement by Carol Edgarian, Toys by James Patterson, Night
Season by Chelsea Cain, Learning to Swim by Sara Henry, In-
cendiary by Chris Cleave, Georgia Bottoms by Mark Childress,
Cleaning Nabokovs House by Leslie Daniels, The Linen Queen
by Patricia Falvey, Rodin’s Debutante by Ward Just, First Grave
on the Right by Darynda Jones, The Poison Tree by Erin Kelly,
Brothers of Baker Street by Michael Robertson and Father of
Lies by John Hart. New nonfiction includes: 33 Men: Inside the
miraculous survival and dramatic rescue of the Chilean miners
by Jonathan Franklin. New DVDs include: Burlesque, The Big-
gest Loser: Cardio Max Weight Loss (I tried this one out & it’s -
a great way to work up a sweat!) and The Firm: Ignite Calorie
Burn.
Our book club selection for March is “Still Alice” by Lisa
Genova. This is a book about a gal with beginning Alzheimer’s
Disease. My patrons have been telling me it’s a great book. A
few have said it’s hitting a bit close to home and they’re starting
to wonder about themselves.....aren’t we all?! Now I'm won-
dering if I really want to read it. Just kidding, you know I do!
Stop in and pick up a copy and join our discussion on Monday,
March 28 at 7 pm.

Library Calendar
2:15-3:15 pm Monday, March 21 Town Hall Meeting with Sena-
tor Charles Grassley
7:00 pm Monday, March 28 Book Discussion “Still Alice” .c%
Lisa Genova
1:45 pm March 23 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!
7:00 pm Monday, April 11 Organize It! with Nancy Jenson
7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-
den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell

Stop at the library and check it out!

L e

6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell
Stop at the library and checlk it out!
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3/28/11
@ 7:00 pm

TOWN MEETING

with

Monday, March 21
2:15 pm at the
Laurens Public Library

IOWA SENATOR
CHARLES GRASSLEY

Grassley answers questions at Town Hall meeting at

By Nancy Verzich

Laurens Public Eu..ma\ _<___o=Qm< ¥ arch 33201

Senator Chuck Grassley (R)
met Pocahontas County residents
head on Monday afternoon at
2:15 p.m. in the Laurens Public
Library.

Monday’s town meeting in Lau-
rens was the third stop of the day
for Grassley, who will be holding
19 town hall meetings in all in the
coming days.

Grassley started the meeting by
letting everyone know that they
could go to his website and look
up his voting record while in the
Senate, along with transcripts
of speeches he’s done while in
Washington, D.C.

The first question came from
a retired citizen of Laurens, who
spoke of “political pork,” which
Grassley gently rephrased as
“earmarks”.

The retired veteran told his
story of being promised a pension
end 100% medical coverage for
the rest of his life because of his
military service.

However, the man complained
that there had been no cost of
living allowance (COLA) in 2010
or 2011. Also, the man stated
that he ended up having a $3600
medical bill that he personally
was respensible for paying.

“This month, my Federal taxes
went up by $32.00,” the man stat-
ed. “The President held a Motown
Party on February 24 that I'm
sure cost a ton of money. That’s
what I call Political Pork.”

The marn said that the only type
of pork he can afford right now is
porlk flavored Ramen noodles, as
he pulled a package of them out
of his coat pocket.

“Out of the $32.00 that my taxes
went up, I don’t want a dime of it

going to parties that waste money. -

I’d ask you to take this package
of Ramen to the President if he
needs pork so badly, but frankly,
[ don’t want te share my dinner
with him,” the man stated.

The Senator said that Congress,
both Republican and Democratic
caucuses are not going to put
any money toward “earmarks”
from now on in their appropria-
tion bills.

Sen. Chuck Grassley at Laurens Public Library

Other questions were asked
about the EPA and clean air acts.
Grassley stated that regulations
passed 20 years ago, called the
“Fugitive Dust” ruling, is kind of
crazy because in the bill, it states
that in general, farmers and oth-
ers whose work stirs up dust
must keep that dust on their own
property.

Several questions were asked
concerning the recent tragedy in
Japan, especially the fact that
their nuclear plants were now
posing a danger. Citizens won-
dered about the nuclear plants
in this county, especially those in
and very close to lowa.

Grassley also addressed “CO2”
aka carbon dioxide. The EPA has
laws about how much CO2 that
businesses are allowed to emit.
However, Grassley stated that
China emits more than the United
States does. He believes that
there needs to be a world-wide
agreement about what a safe and
acceptable level of CO2 emissions
would be.

Citizens asked questions about
health insurance rates going.
Grassley stated that it was one
year ago today that President

Obama’s Insurance bill was
signed into law. However, he said
that as of yet, those issues that
the President’s bill covered hadn’t
come to fruition.

Laurens-Marathon School Su-
perintendent Iner Joelson asked
about “no child left behind” and
wondered how Grassley felt about
allowing local schools to have
more control over the ciricculum
and other standards in schools,
as opposed to allowing the state to
regulate all Towa school districts.

Grassley said there is a bill
coming up that would allow states
to govern their own schools. The
school could either follow the Fed-
eral guidelines or adopt their own
state guidelines. Either way, the
schools would be in compliance
with the law.

Grassley believes that we need
coal to continue to produce en-
ergy. “Look forward, keep asking
questions, but if you don’t have
nuclear, you need to do some-
thing. Japan builds a new coal
plant every week. We haven'’t built
a new one in ages.”

Grassley stated that the Presi-
dent is now willing to give state’s
more lee-way in regulating their

( Locaresa San
own health care programs.

Another citizen, an insurance
dealer, asked about the fact tha
the insurance rates for people are
doubling quite quickly, within 2
to 4 years.

The man stated that the averag
rate increase in insurance wa:s
around 10% to 11%.

A business man from Pocahon
tas stated to Grassley that he wa:
trying to bring new businesses t
Pocahontas County, but the ga:
company there is unable to pro
vide the needed supply that the
new business would need.

The citizen stated that he i
worried that situations like thi:
are the main reason that the are:
and surrounding counties ar:
not seeing very much economui
growth.

Grassley directed his staf
member who was on site to ge
the gentleman’s name and num
ber, and to also give the citizer
the name and telephone numbe:
of the Senator’s economic aide
who would like to speak to the
gentleman about the economic
and business situation.

Another local citizen quotec
a television show that he hac
watched as saying that 80% o
businesses don’t pay taxes, suct
as GM. Grassley corrected the
man, stating that big companie:
like GM may not pay taxes ever;
single year, however, they do paj
the taxes eventually.

Grassley said that as for othe:
business, mainly small busi
nesses, that try to get away witk
not paying taxes, the law anc
the Government will eventually
catch up with those places anc
they will be required to pay the
back taxes.

Several other citizens anc
residents of Pocahontas County
asked varied questions, anc
many people at the meeting
personally thanked the Senator
for coming to town and talking
to them.

A resident said that Grassley
was there to answer question:s
and never hide from people anc
Grassley answered “They know
where to find me anyway!”
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[ have something amazing to tell
ou! I got my book club book, “Sti//
lice,” read almost 2 weeks before
ur meeting! I think that’s a record!
ctually, it’s only because I was home
ith a sinus infection and had more
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ook about a Harvard professor with
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In the words of one of my favorite
uthors, A.A. Milne, “Organizing
s M\Tmﬂ you do before you do
omething, so that when you do it, it
s not all mixed up.” Join us Monday,
pril 11 at 7 p.m. as Pocahontas

,»
M
{
p
|
|
!
|
1
“
@
M
|
m

Iy

County Extension Program
Coordinator, Nancy Jenson teaches
us techniques and gives us tips to get
our lives more organized. I am really
looking forward to learning some
new things!

Library Calendar

Monday, March 28
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “Stil/ Alice”
by Lisa Genova

find answers.

Wednesday, March 23
1:45 p.m. - WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

Monday, April 11
7:00 p.m. - Organize It! with Nancy

Jenson

Monday, April 25
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “The Secret
Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

Thursday, May 12
6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

L
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Happy Spring! New fiction this week includes: Cold Wind by
©.J. Box, Live Wire by Harlan Coben, Swamplandia by Karen
Russell, Lucifer’s Tears by James Thompson, The Trinity Six
by Charlie Cumming, Keep a Little Secret by Dorothy Garlock,
Night Road by Kristin Hannah, and Discovery of Witches by
Deborah Harkness. We also got Never Tempt Danger by Denise
Robbins who is the granddaughter of Laurens resident Maxine
Cchoon. We also have a couple other books by this author.
Reading them is like our very own brush with greatness!

I have something amazing to tell you! I got my book club book,
“Still Alice,” read almost 2 weeks before our meeting! I think
that’s a record! Actually, it’s only because I was home with

2 sinus infection and had more time than usual to read, but
hey - a personal record is still fun! This book about a Harvard
rofessor with Early Onset Alzheimer’s disease was wonderful

- if a bit too realistic! I think we've all been seeing ourselves in
ihe main character since reading it. Stop in and pick up a copy
and join our discussion on Monday, March 28 at 7 pm - if you
remember ;-)

In the words of one of my favorite authors, A.A. Milne, “Or-
ganizing is what you do before you do something, so that when
you do it, it is not all mixed up.” Join us Monday, April 11 at
7 pm as Pocahontas County Extension Program Coordinator,
Nancy Jenson teaches us techniques and gives us tips to get
our lives more organized. I am really looking forward to learn-
ing some new things!

Library Calendar

7:00 pm Monday, March 28 Book Discussion “Still Alice” by
Lisa Genova
7:00 pm Monday, April 11 Organize It! with Nancy Jenson
7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-
den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan
Wardell

Stop at the library and check it out!
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Senator Grassley Holds Town Meeting
Mourch 3. 20N
Towa Senator Charles Grassley had a Town Meeting at the Laurens Public Library
recently. This continues his tradition of visiting all 99 counties in Towa each year.
Approximately 50 of his constituents attended. Issues that were of interest to
the attendees included social security, nuclear and other power sources, taxes,
health care, education, and economic development. The Senator listened to the
concerns, stated his viewpoints, offered to help where he could and if he couldn't
help personally, he gave contact information of people that would be able to help
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March 30, 2011

You know those lists that circulate periodically of the
top 100 books of all time? Well, I've got one of those lists on my
desk. According to the accompanying article, the BBC says the
average person has only read 6 of the 100 titles listed. Well,
I’'m looking at this as a challenge and I've currently read 28
of them. Every once in a while I like to knock another one off
my list. This month’s Book Club choice, The Secret Garden by
Frances Hodgson Burnett is one of those books that I've always
heard references to, but somehow have never read. Well, that
will change soon! Our discussions are always the 4th Monday
of the month, so join us Monday, April 25th at 7 pm to talk
about this classic.
New fiction this week includes: Breaking the Rules by Suzanne
Brockman, Spiral by Paul McEuen, Lucifer’s Tears by James
Thompson, Afraid of the Dark by James Grippando, Devious by
Lisa Jackson, Late Edition by Fern Michaels and What You See
in the Dark by Manuel Munoz.
Do you ever feel like there just aren’t enough hours in your
day? Well, we cant give you any more hours, so maybe we can
help you get more organized. Join us Monday, April 11 at 7 pm
as Pocahontas County Extension Program Coordinator, Nancy
Jenson presents Organize It! She will teach us techniques and
give us tips to make the most of the hours we do have in every
day.
Library Calendar ,
7:00 pm Monday, April 11 Organize It! with Nancy Jenson
7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-
den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
1:45 pm April 27 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!
6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell
Stop at the library and check it out!
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. and energy!
CLASSIFY YOUR CLUTTER
Handout

Travel Clutter:

Phony Clutter:
Inheritance Clutter:

Wmnmmmﬁ:ma Clutter:
Rabbit Clutter:
Imposter Clutter:

L Ambiance Clutter:

Omﬁ-ﬁo-:-moﬁzmamvx Clutter:
Eclectic Clutter-

Car Clutter:

Bob Hope Clutter:

Snob Clutter

Mysterious Clutter:
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hours, so maybe we can help you get
more organized. Join us Monday,
April 11 at 7 pm as Pocahontas
County Extension Program
Coordinator, Nancy Jenson presents
Organize It! She will
teach us techniques
and give us tips to
make the most of the
hours we do have in
every day.

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
April 6, 2011

When there was about a week left in
March, the staff was saying that it
seemed like we just couldn’t keep up
with re-shelving the library materials
This got me curious, so I did a litle
checking and realized we were on
the way to setting a new record for

Library Calendar

Monday, April 11

7:00 p.m. - Organize It! with Nancy
Jenson

monthly circulations. Well, the
evening of the 31st I couldn’t leave
the library until I had figured out

just what wed done. Well, we have a
new record — a total of 4,344 library
materials were checked out in March!
That's pretty amazing for our town of

1,258. So, if you checked anything

Monday, April 25
7:00 p.m. - Book Discussion “The Secret
Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

out of the Library in March —
THANK YOU! If you didnt, come

in now and we'll see if we can break

that record again this month!

Thursday, May 12

6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

At the Libroavy:
with Glenda Mulder

April 6, 2011 .

When there was about a week left in March, the staff
was saying that it seemed like we just couldn’t keep up with
re-shelving the library materials. This got me curious, so I did
a little checking and realized we were on the way to setting a
new record for monthly circulations. Well, the evening of the
31st I couldn’t leave the library until I had figured out just what
we’d done. Well, we have a new record - a total of 4,344 library
materials were checked out in March! That’s pretty amazing
for our town of 1258. So, if you checked anything out of the Li-
brary in March - THANK YOU!! If you didn’t, come in now and
we’ll see if we can break that record again this monthl!

It’s finally here! This Monday, April 11 at 7 pm Pocahontas
County Extension Program Coordinator, Nancy Jenson will
present Organize It! I'm looking forward to learning some of her
techniques and tips to make our lives easier by getting us more
organized. Who couldn’t use a bit of that? Think she can help
me find my desk? ,

I recently had a young patron challenge me to read a
half hour a day with him. I've taken this challenge as a great
way to read this month’s Book Club choice, The Secret Garden
by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The discussion is weeks away,
but I've got a pretty good start on it. Plan to join our discussion
Monday, April 25th at 7 pm. B
New fiction this week includes: Fifth Witness by Michael Con-
nelly, Crunch Time by Diane Mott Davidson, Entwined by
Heather Dixon, Cast into Doubt by Patrick MacDonald, Good-
bye Quilt by Susan Wiggs, Big Girl Small by Rachel Dewoskin,
Elizabeth I by Margaret George, Heads You Lose by Lisa Lutz,
Silver Boat by LuAnne Rice, Witches on the Road Tonight by
Sheri Holman, Mystery by Jonathan Kellerman, The Paris Wife
by Paula Mclain and Bent Road by Lori Roy. In nonfiction we
received Widow’s Story by Joyce Carol Oates and Bringing
Adam Home by Les Standiford. Stop in and take a look at the
53 nonfiction children’s books we purchased with memorial do-
nations from the family and friends of Mary Kees. I think Mrs.
Kees, the former school teacher would approve of these new
books. We also got a donation in memory of Bonnie Heetland
with a note that they would like it used for travel books. Then I
heard that some of the middle school kids will be touring Wash-
ington DC. So I used Bonnie’s memorial money on books about
traveling in our nation’s capital.

Library Calendar

7:00 pm Monday, April 11 Organize Itl with Nancy Jenson

7:00 pm Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret Gar-

den” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

1:45 pm April 27 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!

6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell
Stop at the library and check it out! .
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National Library Week is April 10-16, 2011. It is a national observance sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA).
National Library Week is celebrated by libraries across the country each April, since its start in 1958. Libraries are places of

opportunity, providing programs that teach all forms of literacy, promoting continuing education, and encouraging lifelong
learning. In times of economic hardship like these, Americans turn to and depend more upon their libraries and librarians. Visit

your library to take advantage of the wonderful resources available at the Laurens Public Library.
This month’s Book Club choice is The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The discussion is weeks away, but I've got

a pretty good start on it. It has been fun to take this step back in time — that’s the fun of reading a book, isn’t it? Plan to join our

discussion Monday, April 25th at 7 p.m.

New fiction this week includes: 44 Charles Street by Danielle Steel, Chasing Fire by Nora Roberts, Love of my Youth by Mary
Gordon, Treason at Lisson Grove by Anne Perry, Mobbed by Carol Higgins Clark, 7'/ Walk Alone by Mary Higgins Clark, and 7he
Tiger's Wife by Tea Obreht. The large print version of 44 Charles Street was purchased by Rose Tate in memory of her brother
Paul Riley. The Laurens Federated Women’s Club donated the wonderful book, JOWA - Spaces, Places, Faces in memory of
longtime member Evelyn Schleusener. DVDs that have been added to our collection recently include: 7angled, Yogi Bear, The
Switch, Fair Game, The Tourist, The Conebeads and The Ten Commandments.

3

“Never put off

til tomorrow the book you can read today.” What a great quote! Thanks, Kristen Fansega, for the fun wall

words — we put them up on the glass wall between the office and the front desk. Check them out next time you're at the library!

April 13, 2011 www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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National Library Week is April 10-16, 2011. It is a
national observance sponsored by the American Library
Association (ALA). National Library Week is celebrated by
libraries across the country each April, beginning in 1958.
Libraries are places of oppoertunity providing programs that
teach all forms of literacy, promote continuing education
and encourage lifelong learning. In times of economic
hardship like these, Americans turn to and depend more
on their libraries and librarians. Visit your library to take
advantage of the wonderful resources available at the
Laurens Public Library.

This month’s Book Club choice is The Secret Garden
by Frances Hodgson Burnett. The discussion is weeks
away, but I've got a pretty good start on it. It's been fun
to take this step back in time — that’s the fun of reading a
book, isn't it? Plan to join our discussion Monday, April 25
at 7 p.m.

New fiction this week includes: 44 Charles Street by
Danielle Steel, Chasing Fire by Nora Roberts, Love of my
& Youth by Mary Gordon, Treason at Lisson Grove by Anne
Perry, Mobbed by Carol Higgins Clark, I'll Walk Alone by
Mary Higgins Clark, and The Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obreht.
The large print version of 44 Charles Street was purchased
by Rose Tate in memory of her brother Paul Riley. The
Laurens Federated Women’s Club donated the wonderful
book, IOWA - Spaces, Places, Faces in memory of longtime
member Evelyn Schleusener. DVDs that have been added
to our collection recently include: Tangled, Yogi Bear, The
Switch, Fair Game, The Tourist, The Coneheads and The
Ten Commandments.

“Never put off till tomorrow the book you can read
today” What a great quote! Thanks Kristen Fansega for the
fun wall words - we put them up on the glass wall between
the office and the front desk. Check them out next time
you’re at the library! .

LIBRARY CALENDAR:
7:00 p.m. Monday, April 25 Book Discussion
“The Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
1:45 p.m. April 27 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!
6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV's
Dan Wardell.
Stop at the Library and

Nancy Jensen of the Pocahontas County Extension
Service presented Organize It! to approximately 30
patrons of the Laurens Public Library recently. She
shared a recipe for a quick stovetop casserole and even
made it for us in her electric fry pan - YUM! Nancy
described the different types of clutter (my favorite being

Memories!) She shared ways to make decluttering our
lives and homes more easy, including a list of her favorite
websites to help us get more organized. What a great way
to get us in the mood to dive into Spring cleaning!

April 20, 2011 www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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This month’s Book Club choice is The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson Burnett. I hope the others reading this book have enjoyed
it as much as I have. It's been total escapism! Just what I needed.
Plan to join our discussion this Monday, April 25 at 7 p.m.
New fiction this week includes: Eve by Iris Johansen, The Peach
Keeper by Sarah Addison Allen, Quiclksilver by Amanda Quick,
Miles to Go by Richard Paul Evans, Save Me by Lisa Scottoline,
Land of Painted Caves by Jean Auel, The Sixth Man by David
Baldacci, Southern Comfort by Fern Michaels, The Tragedy of
Arthur by Arthur Phillips, Heart of Ice by Lis Wiehl and Bel Air
Dead by Stuart Woods.
There has been discussion among librarians in the State that
most patrons don’t know how libraries are funded. Since they are
all a bit different, let me tell you about the budget of the Laurens
Public Library for the coming year. This is how it breaks down:

67% from the City of Laurens

13% from rent of the farm the Blomgrens donated

10% from the County of Pocahontas

4% from the State of Iowa

2% from fines & copies

4% from grants, interest and misc

0% from the Federal Gov’t
Our total operating budget is projected to be $111,225. This is
down from the current year because of across the board cuts by
the City of Laurens. Fiscal responsibility and balanced budgets
seem so logical and like such a good idea until cuts are made
to things close to our hearts, right? ;-) Good thing we have our
Library Foundation to help with the extras like Programs, Kids
Summer Reading, Audiobook lease and adding books and other
items to our collection as memorials.

Library Calendar

7:00 p.m. Monday, April 25 Book Discussion “The Secret

Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett.

1:45 p.m. April 27 WaClkY WeDnEsDaY!

6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV's Dan

Organize It! Presented at the
Laurens Public Library
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
April 20, 2011

This month’s Book Club choice

is The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson Burnett. I hope the others
reading this book have enjoyed it

as much as I have. It’s been total
escapism! Just what I needed. Plan
to join our discussion this Monday,
April 25th at 7 p.m.

New fiction this week includes:
Eve by Iris Johansen, The Peach
Keeper by Sarah Addison Allen,
Quicksilver by Amanda Quick,

Miles to Go by Richard Paul Evans,
Save Me by Lisa Scottoline, Land of
Painted Caves by Jean Auel, The Sixth
Man by David Baldacci, Southern
Comfort by Fern Michaels, 7he
Tragedy of Arthur by Arthur Phillips,
Heart of Ice by Lis Wiehl and Bel Air
Dead by Stuart Woods.

There has been discussion among
librarians in the State that most
patrons don’t know how libraries
are funded. Since they are all a bit
different, let me tell you about the
budget of the Laurens Public Library
for the coming year. This is how it
breaks down:

67% from the City of Laurens;
13% from rent of the farm the
Blomgrens donated; 10% from
the County of Pocahontas; 4%
from the State of Iowa; 2% from
fines & copies; 4% from grants,
interest and misc; 0% from the
Federal Government. Our total
operating budget is projected to be
$111,225. This is down from the

current year because of across the
board cuts by the City of Laurens.
Fiscal responsibility and balanced
budgets seem so logical and like
such a good idea until cuts are
made to things close to our hearts,
right? ;-) Good thing we have our
Library Foundation to help with the
extras like Programs,

Kids Summer Reading,
Audiobook lease and

adding books and other

items to our collection as
memorials.

Stop at the Library
& Check it Out!

Library Calendar
Monday, April 25

7:00 p.m. Book
Discussion “The Secret

Garden” by Frances
Hodgson Burnett.

Wednesdy, April 27
1:45 p.m. - WaCkY
WeDnEsDaY!

Thursday, May 12
6:30 p.m. - Story
Time with IPTV’s Dan .
Wardell

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
April 27, 2011

April 27, 2011

B Sy

Jaurenspubliclibrary.com

Finally, I get to read The Help by Katherine Stockett! This
much talked about and highly praised book is our discussion
choice for May. This is the synopsis our cataloging system
gives it, “Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962
Jackson, Mississippi, three women, including an African-
American maid, her sassy and chronically unemployed
friend, and a recently graduated white woman, team up for
a clandestine project.” Hmmm....I may have to start reading
this one right away, for a change! Join our discussion on
Monday, May 23 at 7 pm.

New fiction this week includes: Hand of Fate by Lis Wiehl
and The Informant by Thomas Perry. New DVDs include:
The Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader,
Sarah Palin’s Alaska, Country Strong, Inside Job, Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 1, and Little Fockers.
Well, I'm trying to take Nancy Jenson’s advice from her
Get Organized! program. The way I've decided to tackle
the excess paper in my work life is to, “Start small - go
through one drawer or shelf per session.” So far I found
one desk (It’s black! Who knew?!) and one file drawer. I'll
be contributing more than my fair share of paper to the
recycling this month! I plan to keep moving forward on this
project, but so often I fall victim to the happy distractions
and memories a file can bring. Oh well, I guess that’s what
makes it fun enough to keep me coming back to it.

COMING SOON
1:45 pm April 27 WaCkY WeDnEsDaY!
6:30 pm May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

7:00 pm May 23
5-8 pm June 8

Book Club - The Help

Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWs in
the U.S. 1943-46

Stop at the library and check it out!

Finally, I get to read 7he Help by Katherine Stockett! This much talked about and highly praised book is our discussion choice for May.
This is the synopsis our cataloging system gives it, “Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, three women,

including an African-American maid, her sassy and chronically unemployed friend, and a recently graduated white woman, team up for

a clandestine project.” Hmmm....I may have to start reading this one right away, for a change! Join our discussion on Monday,

May 23 at 7 p.m.

New fiction this week includes: Hand of Fate by Lis Wiehl and The Informant by Thomas Perry. New DVDs include: The Chronicles
Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader, Sarah Palin's Alaska, Country Strong, Inside Job, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part

1, and Little Fockers.

Well, 'm trying to take Nancy Jenson’s advice from her Get Organized! program. The way I've decided to tackle the excess paper
in my work life is to, “Start small — go through one drawer or shelf per session.” So far I found one desk (It’s black! Who knew?!) and
one file drawer. T'll be contributing more than my fair share of paper to the recycling this month! I plan to keep moving forward on

this project, but so often I fall victim to the happy distractions and memories a file can bring. Oh well, I guess that’s what makes it fun

enough to keep me coming back to it.

COMING SOON
Thursday, May 12

6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell

Monday, May 23
7:00 p.m. - Book Club — The Help

Wednesday, June 8

5-8 p.m. - Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE HOMEFRONT: German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46



Wacky time

The last Wacky Wednesday at the Laurens Public Library truly lived
p to its name. The theme was Underwear. As the kids arrived, we all
racticed flinging undies into a hamper. Think they’ll try that at home?
hen we read “Arthur’s Underwear,” “Dinosaurs Love Underpants,”
‘Froggy Gets Dressed,” and “Aliens Love Underpants.” We then lined up
or the underwear race! Three kids in two big pairs of boxers, running
cross the library - you know the place was filled with giggles! Next it
as time to color some underwear that we hung on the clothesline to try
o attract aliens to the library....hey, weren’t there a lot more of those
n Wednesday? Where do you suppose they could have gone? ;-) As
he kids left, they each got a snack of cocoa puffs...visualize them and
ou will know why we chose them! What a fun and Wacky Wednesday!
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and "Aliens Love Underpants." We
then lined up for the underwear

race! Three kids in two big pairs of
boxers, running across the library -

Dinosaurs Love

you know the place was filled with
giggles! Next it was time to color
some underwear that we hung on
the clothesline to try to attract aliens
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Are you ready for a fun, high energy program at the library? We
are! Grab your kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors and
whoever else you can think of! Join us Thursday, May 12 at 6:30 pm
as Dan Wardell, popular host of the IPTV KIDS Clubhouse, travels
the amazing state of lowa to bring his adventures and story time to the
Laurens Public Library. Let’s show him we appreciate him taking the
time to come to Laurens. I'm sure we’ll all have a “Dantastic” time!

Thursday May 12 is going to be a full day for our Library staff. In
the morning we will all travel to LeMars for a Wilbor workshop. This
is will train us in the downloadable audiobooks and e-books that will
be available from the Laurens Public Library beginning June 1*. We
are so excited to learn about this and to begin offering this service to
our patrons! The Library will open as soon as we get back to town —
we’re anticipating it will be about 2 o’clock.

The Help by Katherine Stockett is our book club choice for May.
Critics have praised this book about three very different women during
the 60’s, what has been called a troubled time in American history. I
have been meaning to read this book since it first was published, but
our copy has been continually checked out. Now that we have multiple
copies that should no longer be a problem! Join our discussion and
share your insights on Monday, May 23 at 7 pm.

New fiction this week includes: Bride’s House by Sandra
Dallas, Spider Web by Earlene Fowler, Turn in the Road by Debbie
Macomber, Sixkill by Robert Parker, Jericho Cay by Kathryn Wall,
Tenth Anniversary by James Patterson and Buried Prey by John
Sanford. New nonfiction includes: Bossypants by Tina Fey, Onward:
How Starbucks fought for its life by Howard Schultz and Unfamiliar
Fishes by Sarah Vowell.

COMING SOON

6:30 pm Thursday, May 12 Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

7:00 pm Monday, May 23 Book Club — The Help

5-8 pm Wednesday, June 8 Traces Bus-eum

v HELD ON THE HOMEFRONT:
German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46

Stop at the library and check it out!
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WooHoo! Dan Wardell comes to the Library tomorrow! Join us
Thursday. May 12 at 6:30 pm as Dan Wardell, popular host of the
IPTV KIDS Clubhouse brings his high level of energy and will charm
our young (and young ai heart!) patrons with a story time. When he
visited last summer we packed the house with kids, but hardly heard
a peep from anv of them during the entire show. I can hardly wait to
see what this new visit brings!

Just a reminder that we will open the Library Thursday as soon as

Devi

we get back to town -

's Light by

Stop at the library and check it out!
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6:30 pm  Story Time with IPTV’s Dan Wardell
7.00 pm  Book Club - The Help
June 8 5-¢ pm  Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWs in the
U.S. 1943-46
June 14 1:30 pm  Kids’ Summer Reading Program begins!
June 22 7pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson

ticipating it will be about 2 o
We will ali be attending a workshop that will train us in the Wilbor
downloadable audiobooks and e-books that will be available from the
Laurens Public Library beginning June 1. We are so excited to learn
about this and to begin offering this service to our patrons!
The Heip by Katherine Stockett is our book club choice for

May. We still have a few copies available, so stop & pick one up! Then
join our discussion on Monday, May 23 at 7 pm.

New fiction includes: .4 Drop of the Hard Stuffby Lawrence Block,
i Richard North Patterson, Sweer Jiminy by Kristin
Gore and The Loser List by H.N. Kowitt, New nonfiction includes
Tie Dulcan Diet by Pierre Dukan.

COMING SOON
Thursday, Mav 12 all staff at training — Library will open at 2 pm!

*clock.

Bill Wiley of Micrologic Computers is shown setting up one of the four new computers at the Laurens
Public Library. These computers are for public use. They replace two outdated computers and expand the
number of computers available for use by patrons. They were purchased with a grant from the Pocahontas
County Foundation. Also notice the newly refurbished table that will enable all of our patron computers
L ouorens Sun -Mosy 1B _

New Computers!

Bill Wiley of Micrologic Computers
is shown setting up one of the four
new computers at the Laurens
Public Library. These computers
are for public use. They replace two
outdated computers and expand the
number of computers available for
use by patrons. They were purchased
with a grant from the Pocahontas
County Foundation.

Also notice the newly refurbished
table that will enable all of our
patron computers to be placed in one

work area.  The Pocper Bod 1a3h
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¢ you ready for a fun, high energy
program at the library? We are! Grab
our kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews,
neighbors and whoever else you can
think of! Join us Thursday, May 12 at
6:30 p.m. as Dan Wardell, popular host
of the IPTV KIDS Clubhouse, travels
the amazing state of lowa to bring

his adventures and story time to the
Laurens Public Library. Let’s show him
we appreciate him taking the time to
come to Laurens. 'm sure we’ll all have a
"Dantastic" time!

Thursday May 12 is going to be a
full day for our Library staff. In the
morning we will all travel to LeMars for
a Wilbor workshop. This will train us
in the downloadable audiobooks and
e-books that will be available from the
Laurens Public Library beginning
June Ist. We are so excited to learn
about this and to begin offering this
service to our patrons! The Library will
open as soon as we get back to town
— we're anticipating it will be about 2
o'clock. v

The Help by Katherine Stockett is
our book club choice for May. Critics
have praised this book about three
very different women during the
60’s, what has been called a troubled
time in American history. I have been
meaning to read this book since it first
was published, but our copy has been
continually checked out. Now that we
have multiple copies, that should no
longer be a problem! Join our discussion
and share your insights on Monday,
May 23 at 7 pm.

New fiction includes: A Drop of the
Hard Stuff by Lawrence Block, Devil's
Light by Richard North Patterson, Sweet
iminy by Kristin Gore, The Loser List by

H.N. Kowitt, Bride's House by Sandra
Dallas, Spider Web by Earlene Fowler,
Turn in the Road by Debbie Macomber,
Sixkill by Robert Parker, Jericho Cay

by Kathryn Wall, Zenth Anniversary by
James Patterson and Buried Prey by John
Sanford. New nonfiction includes: The
Dukan Diet by Pierre Dukan, Bossypants
by Tina Fey, Onward: How Starbucks
Jfought for its life by Howard Schultz and
Unfamiliar Fishes by Sarah Vowell.

COMING SOON

Thursday, May 12

All staff at training — Library will open
at 2 pm!

6:30 p.m. - Story Time with IPTV’s
Dan Wardell

Monday, May 23
7:00 p.m. -Book Club — The Help

Wednesday, June 8
5-8 p.m. - Traces Bus-eum HELD ON
THE HOMEFRONT: German POWs
in the U.S. 1943-46

Stop at the Library
& Check it Out!

Myths Busted at
Laurens Public
Libra

Tt Mogizaen

You must whisper in the library, or risk
being shushed. LOL! If you believe
this, you apparently haven’t been to our
library....and for sure not during a Wacky
Wednesday Story Time...... or Genealogy
class.........and definitely not when Dan
Wardell visited!

It takes a long time for libraries to
get newly released books and movies
processed and on their shelves. In fact,
most of our materials are available to be
checked out the same day they arrive. The
exception to this is when our supplier
ships books before the publication date
so libraries have time to get them ready.
Those sit in the back room and taunt
us. ...we have signed an agreement not to
let them leave the library until that date.
This is a very hard honesty test when there
are books by our favorite authors!

Libraries love it when people donate
the old books they have stored away in
boxes in their basement or garage. This
is a horrible misconception: The musty
old books you don't want, we don't want
either. Please resist the temptation to drop
them off under cover of night. We'll know
who you are!

All librarians are cranky old
ladies. These spinsters take out their
unhappiness on the people who come
to use the library. Most of people who
work as librarians these days are friendly
and customer service oriented. Especially
at the Laurens Public Library. In addition
(and most of you already know this) none
of us are spinsters, we aren't unhappy, and
are more likely to take out our crankiness
(not that this happens very often!) on close
friends and family -- just like everybody
else. And I know of more than one area
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library that employs men!

The library doesn't provide materig
in digitized format for people with
e-readers. Oh, but we willl WILBOR
downloadable e-books & audiobooks are
coming June Ist! We will put a link on
our website or you may call the library a
ask about the program.

If I don’t see the book I really want
the library doesn’t have it and I’ll
have to choose something else. Guess
what? Sometimes other people like the
same thing you do! If you don't see wha
you're looking for, ask us! We may have
checked out to another patron. If we do
have it, we can probably borrow it from
another library for you.

The Library is just full of old book|
Yes, the library is full of books of every
kind: Hardcover, paperback, current
best sellers, classics, large print, fiction,
nonfiction, adult & kids. But there is
so much more! We also offer: DVDs,
computers, 24 hour free wireless interne
access, newspapers, magazines, mwmnmm._
programs for adults & kids, audiobooks
a meeting area, local history informatior
genealogy resources, fax and copy
machines.....and the list goes on!

My Librarians know what 'm
currently reading as well as the name
of “that book by that English author’
that I read last summer. Are you kidd
me? 44,522 items were checked out of
Laurens Public Library last year....and y
think I can remember all of them? I'm
doing good to remember the name of th
book I'm currently reading!

The Librarians magically know
where any book you want is located.
OK, this one is partially true. We do just
know where some books are — mostly the
fiction that is shelved by author or the

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com

Myths Busted at Laurens Public Library

You must whisper in the library, or risk being shushed. LOL! If you
believe this, you apparently haven't been to our library....and for sure
not during a Wacky Wednesday Story Time......or Genealogy class.........
and definitely not when Dan Wardell visited!

It takes 2 long time for libraries to get newly released books and
movies processed and on their shelves. In fact, most of our materials
are available to be checked out the same day they arrive. The exception
to this is when our supplier ships books before the publication date
so libraries have time to get them ready. Those sit in the back room
and taunt us....we have signed an agreement not to let them leave the
library until that date. This is a very hard honesty test when there
are books by our favorite authors!

Libraries love it when people donate the old books they have
stored away in boxes in their basement or garage. This is a horrible
misconception. The musty old books you don't want, we don't want
either. Please resist the temptation to drop them off under cover of
night. We'll know who you are!

All librarians are cranky old ladies. These spinsters take out their
unhappiness on the people who come to use the library. Most of
people who work as librarians these days are friendly and customer
service oriented. Especially at the Laurens Public Library. In addition
(and most of you already know this) none of us are spinsters, we aren’t
unhappy. and are more likely to take out our crankiness (not that this
happens very often!) on close friends and family -- just like everybody
else. And I know of more than one area library that employs men!

The library doesn’t provide materials in digitized format for people
with e-readers. Oh, but we willl WILBOR downloadable e-books &
audiobooks are coming June 1! We will put a link on our website or
you may call the library and ask about the program.

If T don't see the book I really want, the library doesn’t have it
and I'll have to choose something else. Guess what? Sometimes
other people like the same thing you do! If you don’t see what you're
looking for, ask us! We may have it checked out to another patron. If
we don’t have it, we can probably borrow it from another library for you.

The Library is just full of old books. Yes, the library is full of books
of every kind: Hardcover, paperback, current best sellers, classics,
large print, fiction, nonfiction, adult & kids. But there is so much
more! We also offer: DVDs, computers, 24 hour free wireless internet
access, newspapers, magazines, special programs for adults & kids,
audiobooks, a meeting area, local history information, genealogy
resources fax and copy machines.....and the list goes on!

My Librarians know what I'm currently reading as well as the name
of “that book by that English author” that I read last summer. Are
you kidding me? 44,522 items were checked out of the Laurens Public
Library last year....and you think I can remember all of them? I'm
doing good to remember the name of the book I'm currently reading!

The Librarians magically know where any book you want is located.
OK, this one is partially true. We do just know where some books are
- mostly the fiction that is shelved by author or the more asked for
nonfiction like pets, sports or World War II. The rest of it we simply type
the request into the computer card catalog & it tells us where to find it.

Librarians know everything. Oh Iwish this were true! Unfortunately,
we don't know everything....but we do know how to find out most
anything!

The librarian decides what items should be added to the library’s
collection by reading each book and viewing each DVD before
making a final decision. ....Give me a minute to finish laughing...I
almost wet my pants. There are not enough hours in the day. We rely
on reviews, suggestions, requests and our list of automatically shipped
favorite authors.

Library stafi reads books all day. Librarians read a lot at work (book
reviews, memos, research for library patrons) but not for pleasure. To
keep our reader's advisory skills up, we take a lot of books home to
read during our “free time.”

And that brings me S.E< ali time favorite:

Glenda has read all the books in the Library. This seems to be a
popular one with the kids. Ido confess a true love of children’s books,
so I have read quite a few of those. Unfortunately there just aren't
enough hours in my day to read or watch all 26,486 of the things in
our collection....and that's not even considering the average of 100 new
items that come in every month!

COMING SOON TO THE LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

May 23 7:00 pm  Book Club - The Help by Kathryn Stockett

June 1 WILBOR Downloadable e-books &
audiobooks become available

June 8 5-8 pm Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWs in the
U.S. 1943-46

June 14  1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading Program ONE

WORLD, MANY STORIES begins! They
will continue every Tuesday through the

summer!
O AUUIVDUURD DUtuians wr s ==

June 8 @ 5-8 p.m. - Traces Bus-eum
HELD ON THE HOMEFRONT:
German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46

more asked for nonfiction like pets, sports

or World War II. The rest of it we simply

type the request into the computer card

catalog & it tells us where to find it.
Librarians know everything. Oh I

wish this were true! Unfortunately, we

don’t know everything....but we do know

June 14 @1:30 p.m. - Kids’ Summer
Reading Program ONE WORLD, MANY
STORIES begins! They will continue
every Tuesday through the summer!

June 22 @ 7 p.m. “My Home Town”
Author Steve Samuelson

TN



WILBOR is
Coming to the
Laurens Public

Library June Ist!!
The Do(?....\ 3)0&.0,&.?

BLUE RIBBON
DOWNLOADS
FOR TOWANS

What is Wilbor and why are we so
excited? Wilbor is the consortium
we joined to enable Laurens Public

| pan Wardell shares story time

| and adventuré mn the _
Laurens public Library:

May 12 at 6:30 vB

Library patrons to use FREE
Audiobooks & e-books. You will be
able to download great titles day or
night - this library never sleeps! Use
them on your computer or transfer
them to a compatible device. There
are never any late fees, because they
automatically return themselves! All
you will need to get
started is an Internet
connection and your
library card.

This exciting
new service is
brought to you by
the Laurens Public
Library Foundation.
The Foundation was set up as a
fundraising entity that pays for the
fun extras like this that often don't
fit in the regular budget. So thank

you for attending our pancake supper
and/or making a donation.

To introduce this service, Bonnie
McKewon from Northwest Iowa
Library Service Area will visit our
library. Join us for an informal

open house (complete with coffee

& cookies, of course!) from 3-5 pm
on Wednesday, June 1st. Feel free
to stop and chat or bring your actual
devices to the Library for a hands-on
tutorial. If you have a laptop you'll
need to bring that also. At 5 pm
Bonnie will present an overview of
this new service and how you will
be able to use it. If you currently
have an e-reader or are thinking of
purchasing one, this will be a great
informational program for you to
attend!




‘Dantastic” Time
had with Dan
ardell

he Poper Moy 132011
PTV's Dan Wardell entertained
pproximately (do you have any idea
ow hard it is to count excited kids?!)
0 kids of all ages from newborn to
enior citizens. Dan told the kids that
t was important that they, "Shut off
he TV. Get up and move. Read a
pook. And use your imagination."

e read two of his favorite kids'
books, "Click, Clack, Moo" and
Rumble in the Jungle" like we have
ever heard them read before! He
nvited the kids and forced ;-) the
idults to interact with these stories.

e all wanted a picture with Dan

ardell with the kids, so most of
hem gave it a try. Each kid left with
) new coloring book - autographed
f they wished. We all had a

'Dantastic” time!
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WILBOR is here starting today! If you ask “Who is Wilbor?”
you just haven’t been listening! Wilbor isn’t a who, but a what!
Wilbor is the name for a collection of e-books and audiobooks
that patrons of the Laurens Public Library will now be able to
check out online FREE!!l From the Wilbor website you can
browse or search for a title you'd like to read or listen to, log in
with your library card number, and download the title to your
computer. You can then enjoy the book on your computer, or
transfer to many portable or mobile devices to carry with you.
We are having an introductory Open House (coffee & cookies!)
today from 3-5 with a short program at 5 pm. Don't worry if
you miss this, you can always use the online tutorial or stop at
the Library, we'll be happy to run through it with you!

New fiction this week includes: Please Loolc after Mom by
Kyung-Soo Shin, Midwives Confession by Diane Chamberlain
and Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks. New nonfiction
includes My Lucky Life in and out of Show Business by Dick
Van Dyke, Who Took My Husband? by Jamie Lee Coulter, If
You Aslc Me, and of Course You Won’t by Betty White, Garage
Sale Gals Guide to Making Money Off Your Stuff by Lynda
Hammond and The Wilder Life: My Adventures in the Lost World
of Little House on the Prairie by Wendy McClure.

Did you know that during World War II the United States
was home to over 660 base and branch prisoner of war camps,
which held some 380,000 German POWs who found themselves
imprisoned in almost all of the then-48 United States and the
territory of Alaska? Next Wednesday, June 8 TRACES will bring
to life this story with BUS-eum 3—a 40-foot school bus converted
into a mobile classroom and museum. The exhibit consists of
15 narrative display panels illustrated with photographs and
documents, audio and DVD documentaries, artifacts and more.
Held on the Homefiront explores the human context of the POW
experiences. Tour the BUS-eum at the Library from 5-8 pm
Wednesday, June 8t

June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris Cleave. This
is one of those books that everyone I've talked to that’s read it
has enjoyed it. But when I ask what it's about they say they
can't really tell me much with out spoiling it. All I've been able
to gather is that it's about how the lives of very diverse people
end up intertwined. Pick up a copy of the book & read it for
yourself, then join our discussion on Monday, June 27% at 7
pm.

COMING SOON

June 1 WELCOME WILBOR! Open House 3-5 program @ 5
June.8 @ 5-8 pm Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE HOMEFRONT:
German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46

June 14 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading Program begins!

June 22 @ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson

Stop at the library and checlk it out!
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Coming

3 25, d.oil
Traces Bus-eum is ?._Bm»m into

the Library on Wednesday, June
8th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. The
exhibit is entitled “Held on the
Homefront.” This is a traveling
exhibit on the German POWSs in
the U.S. from 1943-46.

TRACES brings this unusual,
rich story to life through the cre-
ation of the BUS-eum 3—a 40-
foot school bus converted into a
mobile classroom and museum.
The exhibit consists of 15 nar-
rative display panels illustrated
with photographs and docu-
ments, audio and DVD documen-
taries, artifacts and more. This
exhibit will visit both large and
small communities.

The Poger
experiences. Implicitly, it ad-

dresses five primary questions:
Were German POWs generally
treated well or poorly while held
captive in the United States? How
has the treatment accorded to
enemy POWSs during the Second
World War impacted the stand-
ing of the United States both in
Europe and in the world at large?
In which contexts and settings
did German POWs encounter
Americans? Were those encoun-
ters generally positive or nega-
tive? For which side—and what
were the lasting impacts of those
encounters?

What role did art play in the
POWSs’ experience?

to the Laurens Public Library

and of democracy evolve from the
point of their arrival in the U.S.
(generally from 1943-45) till their
departure from the U.S. (in sum-
mer 1946), as well as once they
returned to Germany (or Aus-
tria)?

How did the German POW expe-
rience affect German-American
relations, both immediately after
the war and for the half century
thereafter?

The exhibit is free to the public to
walk through and will be parked
in front of the Pocahontas Public
Library for only 3 hours. So mark
your calendars and come visit the
Bus-eum on Wednesday, June
8th from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.

WILBOR is coming to the
_.w:..msm Public Library June 1st!!

iwmﬂ is Wilbor and why are

we so excited? Wilbor is the
consortium we joined to enable
Laurens Public Library patrons to
use FREE Audiobooks & e-books.

You will be able to download great-

titles day or night - this library
never sleeps! Use them on your
computer or transfer them to a
compatible device. There are
never any late fees, because they
automatically return themselves!
All you will need to get started is
an Internet connection and your
library card. :

This exciting new service is
brought to you by the Laurens

Sth A~ LLouarrens Suwm

you for attending our pancake
supper and/or making a donation.

To introduce this service,
Bonnie McKewon from Northwes
Iowa Library Service Area wil
visit our library. Join us for ar
informal open house (complete
with coffee & cookies, of course!
from 3-5 pm on Wednesday, June
1st. Feel free to stop and chat o
bring your actual devices to the
Library for a hands-on tutorial
If you have a laptop you'll need tc
bring that also. At 5 pm Bonni
will present an overview of thi
new service and how you will b
able to use it. If you currentl

How did the POWS' perceptions of
the United States, of Americans

Held on the Homefront explores
the human context of the POW

Public Library Foundation. The
Foundation was set up as a

have an e-reader or are thinkin,
of purchasing one, this will be :

June 1, ni.._“ -

Laurens Sun

I was looking through my favorite joke book the
other day and found this one that I just have to share.

fundraising entity that pays for the
fun extras like this that often don't
fit in the regular budget. So thank

great informational program fo
you to attend!

BLUE RIBBON
DOWNLOADS
FOR IOWANS

Garage Sale Gals Guide to Making Money
Off Your Stuff' by Lynda Hammond and

Q.) What do you call someone whose library books are
overdue? A.) A Bookkeeper Haha! I just love a new

At the Library

for so long! Well, it’s finally June 1%, so stop at our Open
House from 3-5 or the program at 5 pm so you can learn
about this collection of e-books and audiobooks that
patrons of the Laurens Public Library will now be able to
check out online FREE!!! You can then enjoy the book
on your computer, or transfer to your portable or mobile
devices that you already carry with you. Don’t worry if
you miss this, you can always use the online tutorial or
stop at the Library, we’ll be happy to run through it with
you! This is a Foundation project made possible by your
support of the pancake supper last fall.

New fiction this week includes: Trader of
Secrets by Steve Martini, The Beach Trees and Game
of Thrones series by George R.R. Martin. New DVDs
include The Green Hornet & Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never.

Next Wednesday, June 8% TRACES will be here
with the story of base and branch prisoner of war camps
throughout the US, which held some 380,000 German
POWs. BUS-eum 3 is a 40-foot school bus converted into
a mobile classroom and museum. The exhibit consists of
15 narrative display panels illustrated with photographs
and documents, audio and DVD documentaries, artifacts
and more. Held on the Homefront explores the human
context of the POW experiences. This is also sponsored
by the Laurens Public Library Foundation and funded by
your donations!

June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris
Cleave. Pick up a copy then join our discussion on
Monday, June 27" at 7 pm.

COMING SOON

Wﬂ%a 1 WELCOME WILBOR! Open House 3-5 program
June 8 @ 5-8 pm Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWSs in the U.S. 1943-46
June 14 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading Program begins
and continues Tuesdays through the summer.
June 15 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading
June 22 @ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve
Samuelson

Stop at the library and checlk it out!

I was looking through my favorite joke
book the other day and found this one
that I just have to share. Q.) What do
you call someone whose library books
are overdue? A.) A Bookkeeper Haha! I
just love a new riddle! But please don’t
be a bookkeeper!

WILBOR really is here starting
today! If you ask “Who is Wilbor?”
you just havent been listening! Wilbor
isn’t a who, but a what! Wilbor is the
name for a collection of e-books and
audiobooks that patrons of the Laurens
Public Library will now be able to check
out online FREE!!! From the Wilbor
website you can browse or search for a
title you'd like to read or listen to, log
in with your library card number, and
download the title to your computer.
You can then enjoy the book on your
computer, or transfer to many portable
or mobile devices to carry with you. We
are having an introductory Open House
(coffee & cookies!) today from 3-5 p.m.
with a short program at 5 pm. Don’t
worry if you miss this, you can always
use the online tutorial or stop at the
Library, we'll be happy to run through it
with you!

New fiction this week includes:
Trader of Secrets by Steve Martini, The
Beach Trees by Karen White, Please Look
after Mom by Kyung-Soo Shin, Midwives
Confession by Diane Chamberlain,
Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks and
Game of Thrones series by George R.R.
Martin. New nonfiction includes My
Lucky Life in and out of Show Business by
Dick Van Dyke, Who Took My Husband?
by Jamie Lee Coulter, If You Ask Me,
and of Course You Won't by Betty White,

riddle! But please don’t be a bookkeeper! with Glenda Mulder e Vialder Lafes My Adventures s voe
WILBOR really is here starting today! 1 got a week June 1, 2011 Lags World of Litsle House an1h; Prairie

ahead of myself and told you it was starting last week.... The bor_o or by Wendy McClure. New DVDs

but you all knew better since we've been saying June 1 include The Green Hornet & Justin

Bieber: Never Say Never.

Did you know that during World
War II the United States was home to
over 660 base and branch prisoner of
war camps, which held some 380,000
German POWs who found themselves
imprisoned in almost all of the then-
48 United States and the territory of
Alaska? Next Wednesday, June 8th

TRACES will bring to life this story
with BUS-eum 3—a 40-foot school
bus converted into a mobile classroom
and museum. The exhibit consists of
15 narrative display panels illustrated
with photographs and documents, audio
and DVD documentaries, artifacts and

more. Held on the
Homefront explores the
human context of the
POW experiences. Tour
the BUS-eum at the
Library from 5-8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8th!
June’s book Club
choice is Little Bee by
Chris Cleave. This is
one of those books that
everyone D've talked to
that’s read it has enjoyed
it. But when I ask
what it’s about they say
they can’t really tell me
much with out spoiling
it. All I’ve been able to
gather is that it’s about
how the lives of very
diverse people end up
intertwined. Pick up
a copy of the book &
read it for yourself, then
join our discussion on

Monday, June 27th at 7 p.m.

COMING SOON

June 1 - WELCOME WILBOR! Ope
House 3-5 p.m. program @ 5

June 8 - 5-8 p.m. Traces Bus-eum
HELD ON THE HOMEFRONT:
German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46

June 14 -1:30 p.m.Kids’ Summer
Reading Program begins!

June 22 -7 p.m. “My Home Town”
Author Steve Samuelson

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!
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TRACES

WWII MUSEUM

HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT

a bus made
into a mobile museum
with a 21-seat theater,

HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT

illustrates this unknown

story through narrative
texts, artifacts & media.

Housed in

JEW During WW II the United

. ™ and potential lessons for avoiding future conflicts.

German POWs in the United States. 1943-46

States was home to approx.
600 prisoner of war camps. About 380,000 Germans

were imprisoned across the U.S. during WWII, part of
the millions of Axis and Allied prisoners held across

the world. These prisoners embody ageless and
timely themes of war and

of war, human rights

peace, justice during times
, International reconciliation

Bringing US/World War II
history to life!
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Sponsored by the
Laurens Public
Library Foundation

LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY
273 North 3rd Street
Laurens, IA 50554

Wednesday, JUNE 8, 2011
5-8 PM

June 8
o-8 pm
BUS-eum 3, a
traveling
exhibit
HELD ON THE

TRACES

Sponsored by the
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HOMEFRONT
German POWs in
the US, 1943-46
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Wednesday

Laurens Public
Library Foundation
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Download
Audiobooks

Your library never closes!
Browse, check out, and

download digital media
with your library card.

This collection is
available anytime,
anywhere,

Easy to Use

1. Install free software.

2. Browse and
check out fitles.

3. Download to a
desktop or
laptop PC.

Listen to titles of
your PC, :o:&m_rjlf
supported devices, or
burn some tifles to CD.

\

wilbor.lib.overdrive.com
powered by OverDrive

Welcome Wilbor Open House

The Laurens Public Library hosted a Welcome Wilbor

open house & program to introduce the availability of
downloadable e-books and audiobooks for our patrons.
Bonnie McKewon of Northwest Iowa Library Service Area
provided background information and a brief How To
presentation. During the open house there was time for
questions and one-on-one learning. Some patrons brought
in their laptops and e-readers and successfully downloaded a
book for the first time. If you missed the program and want
more information about Wilbor you can visit, call or e-mail
the Library, or use the link on the Library website to check it
out for yourself!

_:;_gl% Wil
;ga_.__:. &.& I u.,

Coming Soon to the Laurens

Public Library

June 8 @ 5-8 pm Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46
June 14 @1:30 Kids' Summer Reading Program begins and
continues Tuesdays through the summer.

June 15 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

June 21 @1:30 Kids' Summer Reading

June 22 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

@ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson

June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Kids’ Program

June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

Stop at the library & Check it Out!
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

June 8, 2011

The Paper
Today’s the day that the TRACES Bus-eum will be here with
a 40-foot school bus converted into a mobile classroom and
museum. The exhibit consists of 15 narrative display panels
illustrated with photographs and documents, audio and DVD
documentaries, artifacts and more. Held on the Homefront
explores the human context of the WWII POW experiences. If
you're a history buff or have a personal tie to World War II, you
won't want to miss this opportunity. The Bus-eum is sponsored
by the Laurens Public Library Foundation and funded by your
donations.

New fiction this week includes: Kingdom by Clive Cussler,
If You Were Here by Jen Lancaster, Summer Rental by Mary
Kay Andrews, Started Early, Took My Dog by Kate Atkinson,
Gone by Mo Hayder, Bloodmoney by David Ignatius, The Girl
Who Disappeared Twice by Andrea Kane, Devil She Knows by
Bill Lochfelm, Already Home by Susan Mallory, 7o Be Sung
Underwater by Tom McNeal, Snowman by Jo Nesbo, State of
Wonder by Ann Patchett, Final Storm by Jeff Shaara and Gone
With a Handsomer Man by Michael West. In nonfiction we
received Does the Noise in My Head Bother You? by Steven Tyler.

Nancy & Deb have been gathering ideas for our kids’
summer reading program, One World, Many Stories. The plan
they settled on is to study a different continent each week,
starting with Africa next Tuesday, June 14th. They have so
many fun book, craft & activity ideas that these story times will
continue at 1:30 Tuesdays throughout the summer! We're also
going to launch a series of programs for our older kids, You Are
Here. This will be for kids that have finished the 4th grade and
beyond. We'll be kicking off Wednesday, June 15th at 1:30 with
a Scavenger Hunt. We have four weeks of activities planned for
this group. Special dates for both groups of summer reading
are June 28 Fax Gilbert Program & August 9 Sky Lab One Sky,
Many Stories.

June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris Cleave. Pick
up a copy then join our discussion on Monday, June 27th at 7
pm.

The other day an elementary age girl asked me, “Do you
know what I hate about the Library?” I was rather speechless
(believe it or not!) as many thoughts raced through my head.
Then she piped up, “When it’s closed.”!! T have to tell you,
it made my day that the only thing she didn’t like about the
Library is that it’s not always open!

Brown Bag at
Laurens Public

Library
By: Sydney Harrold and Robby
Williams
The bP.oP.Z(‘MF‘SP 8. aotl
We had a spectacular time at the
Laurens Public Library! I thought
it was spectacular, but let’s see what
other students thought. “I liked the
reading,” said Callie Clark.

“I liked all the riddles,” said Tori

The Laurens Public Library hosted a Welcome Wilbor Reese.
open house & program to introduce the availability
of downloadable e-books and audiobooks for our
patrons. Bonnie McKewon of Northwest Iowa Library «
Service Area provided background information and a brief
How To presentation. During the open house there was
time for questions and one-on-one learning. Some patrons
brought in their laptops and ﬁuamm&@am and successfully

downloaded a book for the
first time. If you missed
the program and want more
information about Wilbor
you can visit, call or e-mail
the Library, or use the link
on the Library website to
check it out for yourself!

“I liked the PB and J,” said
Mackenzie Brown.
[ liked Glenda reading to us,”
said Brooke Bouska.

Everyone seemed to like our
monthly brown bag lunches at the
library!



Traces WWII Bus-eum “Held on the
Homefront” Visits Laurens Public
Library

The Traces WWII Bus-eum “Held on the Homefront” made a stop at the
Laurens Public Library recently. In this picture, BUS-eum driver and docent
Irving Kellman explains the informative panels on the outside of the bus. Once
inside the bus, there were many displays and a video detailing the holding of
German prisoners in the Midwest during WWII. Local historians shared their
local experiences as well. Many remember the prisoners from the Storm Lake
Yl g camp working out on the Laurens potato farm. Irving explained that these

workers filled a gap in the workforce left when our young men went overseas to
: war. The prisoners were paid 10 cents an hour in camp script for their work.

: w..ﬁﬂ : The employers paid the government the local going hourly wage for the work
o and the difference paid for housing the prisoners. Many more stories were
detailed in the artifacts and displays. This program was sponsored by your
donations to the Laurens Public Library Foundation.
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Today's the day that the TRACES Bus-eum
will be here with a 40-foot school bus converted into a
mobile classroom and museum. The exhibit consists of
15 narrative display panels illustrated with photographs
and documents, audio and DVD documentaries, artifacts
and more. Held on the Homefront explores the human
context of the WWII POW experiences. If you're a history
buff or have a personal tie to World War II you won't want
to miss this opportunity. The Bus-eum is sponsored by
the Laurens Public Library Foundation and funded by
your donations..

New fiction this week includes: Kingdom by
Clive Cussler, If You Were Here by Jen Lancaster,
Summer Rental by Mary Kay Andrews, Started
Early, Toolc My Dog by Kate Atkinson, Gone by Mo
Hayder, Bloodmoney by David Ignatius, The Girl Who
Disappeared Twice by Andrea Kane, Devil She Knows
by Bill Loehfelm, Already Home by Susan Mallory, To
Be Sung Underwater by Tom McNeal, Snowman by Jo
Nesbo, State of Wonder by Ann Patchett, Final Storm
by Jeff Shaara and Gone With a Handsomer Man by
Michael West. In nonfiction we received Does the Noise
in My Head Bother You? by Steven Tyler.

Nancy & Deb have been gathering ideas for our
kids' summer reading program, One World, Many
Stories. The plan they settled on is to study a different
continent each week, starting with Africa next Tuesday,
June 14%, They have so many fun book, craft & activity
@ ideas that these story times will continue at 1:30
Tuesdays throughout the summer! We're also going to
launch a series of programs for our older kids, You Are
Here. This will be for kids that have finished the 4®
grade and beyond. We'll be kicking off Wednesday, June
15% at 1:30 with a Scavenger Hunt. We have four weeks
of activities planned for this group. Special dates for
both groups of summer reading are June 28 Fax Gilbert
Program & August 9 Sky Lab One Sly, Many Stories.

June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris
Cleave. Pick up a copy then join our discussion on

Monday, June 27" at 7 pm.

W The other day an elementary age girl asked me,
“Do you know what I hate about the Library?” I was
rather speechless (believe it or not!)-as many thoughts
| raced through my head. Then she piped up, “When it's
closed.”!! Ihave to tell you, it made my day that the only
thing she didn't like about the Library is that it’s not
always open!

N\

COMING SOON
June 8 @ 5-8 pm Traces Bus-eum HELD ON THE
HOMEFRONT: German POWs in the U.S. 1943-46
June 14 @1:30 Kids' Summer Reading Program begins
and continues Tuesdays through the summer.
June 15 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading
| June 21 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading
| June 22 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading
i @ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson
| June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Kids’ Program
June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

Laurens Sun A Tuwne s 201 Photo provided courtesy of Laurens Public Library

The Traces WWII Bus-eum “Held on the Homefront” made a stop at the Laurens
Public Library recently. In this picture BUS-eum driver and docent Irving Kellman ex-
plains the informative panels on the outside of the bus.

Once inside the bus there were many displays and a video detailing the holding
of German prisoners in the Midwest during WWII. Local historians shared their local
experiences as well. Many remember the prisoners from the Storm Lake camp working
out on the Laurens potato farm. Irving explained that these workers filled a gap in the
workforce left when our young men went overseas to war.

The prisoners were paid 10 cents an hour in camp script for their work. The em-
ployers paid the government the local going hourly wage for the work and the differ-
ence paid for housing the prisoners. Many more stories were detailed in the artifacts

and displays. This program was sponsored by your donations to the Laurens Public
Library Foundation.

Stop at the library and checle it out!
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At The Librawy:
with Glendo Mulder
www.lawrenspubliclibrary.com

June 15, 2011 ~ L ocwrens Swem
By now our kids’ summer reading program One World, Many
Stories is well underway. This will continue at 1:30 every Tues-
day for the rest of the summer! The older kids (grades 4 and
up) will enjoy You Are Here activities on Wednesdays at 1:30 for
the next few weeks. If you have children visiting your home this
summer they are welcome to join in any or all of the activities we
have - no reservations or registration is required! Special dates
for participants of both groups of summer reading are June 28
Fax Gilbert Program & August 9 Sky Lab One Sky, Many Sto-
ries.
New fiction this week includes: Carte Blanche by Jeffery

Deaver, When Passion Rules by Johanna Lindsey, Profession by
Steven Pressfield, Maine by Courtney Sullivan, White Devil by

Justin Evans, Folly Beach by Dorthea Benton Frank, Clutches
and Curses by Dorothy Howell, Graveminder by Melissa Marr, A
Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan, 22 Britannia Road
by Amanda Hodkinson, Born to Die by Lisa Jackson, Camouflage
by Bill Pronzini, Outrage by Robert Tannebaum, One Summer by
David Baldacci, Against all Enemies by Tom Clancy, Simple Act
of Violence by R.J. Ellory, Misery Bay by Steve Hamilton, Aban-
doned Lighthouse by Albert Lamb, Sister by Rosamund Lupton
and 2 Deaths of Daniel Hayes by Marcus Sakey. In nonfiction we
received In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson, Lost in Shangri-
La by Mitchell Zuckoff and Welcome to the Departure Lounge:
Adventures in Mothering Mother by Meg Federico. Gnomeo &
Juliet and I am Number Four are our new DVDs.

June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris Cleave. This
book has been the subject of many interesting reviews. I have
it in my bag and will be starting it soon. Il let you my progress
know next week. Pick up a copy then join our discussion on
Monday, June 27th at 7 pm.

COMING SOON :

June 21 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY
STORIES continues every Tuesday through the summer

June 22@1:30 Middle School Summer Reading YOU ARE

€
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By Robert Fisher

Just over 13 years ago
Steve Samelson of Newell
had a stroke. This event
took away most of the use
of the right side of his body
restricting his movements
and slowing the thought
processes for everyday
activities like speech.
Many people told this
man he would probably
have to go to a nursing
home. Determined to
show the people otherwise
he fought it and worked
at recovering skills that
were diminished during
the stroke. Not to mention
this man was very young
to have had a stroke.
He was in his fifties and
thought he had much to
accomplish before giving
in to a home. Steve's

side of the family came
out to Newell with the
railroad being worked on

by the Illinois Central Rail

Company. An ancestor
of Steve was actually a
foreman with the line.
Steve and his family were
farmers of the Newell
landscape for many years
and then Steve took over
the farm until just before
the ‘80s, also spending
many years involved
within the community
sitting as a councilman
for the city.

Armed with this wealth
of knowledge of the Newell
area, and not wanting
to go to a nursing home
after his stroke, Samelson
began working on a
historical recollection
of Newell. “We need

brother d Steve
to move back to Newell
from Des Moines after the
stroke, as he was not able
to continue his work at
Ziegler Equir Steve

1e to record the
town's events up to now.
Not everything was zip,
zip, and zip down the line
as it is today. I wanted

returned to his hometown
of Newell to take care of
things and to be nearer
to family.

In the plant world
Steve would be like a
horseradish plant, long
deep roots that are hard
to remove. “I've got a
long history of Newell
in my blood,” remarked
Samelson. His father's
family moved out to the
Newell area in 1901 and
his mother's side two
years prior in 1899. The
men on his mother's

to for everything
of then,” proclaimed this

farmer come author.
Margaret Rogers had
compiled the history
into a book previously
recording the heritage of
Newell. While looking into
this Steve found many
references to earlier times
of Newell by looking at a
great deal of microfiche
at libraries and making
copies to read while at
home. In his readings
he found a plethora of
information about the

o

HERE
@ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson
June 27 @ 7 pm Book Club discusses “Little Bee”
June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Kids’ Program
June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading
Stop at the library and check it out! -
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the development of the
town.

Looking further into
his family's heritage with
involvement in building
the rail line he came
across a book that was
written about the history
of the Illinois Central line.
Using this information in
combination with Rogers'
writings, old issues of
the Newell Mirror, and
an endless supply of
stories from people in
the community, Steve
was able to put the
information together into
his first book titled “Our
Little Town.”

Samelson stated. “The
people most interested
will be people who grew
up in small towns, whose
realities built our small
communities. People will
appreciate the efforts
and courage needed to
face the unknown and
unexpected events of life
and the creation of the
Midwestern work ethic
known around the world.”
By writing this book Steve
has tried to give the most
accurate synopsis of the
history of Newell and all
of the wonderful people.
“Sometimes people don't
always think of how the
history has changed and
I intend to show some of
the changes that made
this area great,” affirmed
Samelson.

Just over a year and a
half ago Samelson began

railroad’s 1t in

information.

With a lot of hard work"
and the luck of finding a
willing publisher things
have come together. “I

am surprised everything |
happened so quickly,” [

imparted Samelson. “This
book will help us be able
to give thanks for the

ideas and innovation that §

transpired to turn this
from a land of settlers to
the town it is today.” “Our
Little Town" was written
chronicling the first 100
years of Newell's rich
history.

In 1869 Newell found
its place on lowa's maps.
Samelson chronicles the
construction of early
drainage systems that
helped alleviate the
water problems in the
low-lying areas. In this
book readers will also find
many historical tidbits
and how the area was
developed. Pioneers and
homesteaders headed
west with promises of free
land and settled much
of the Midwest. In the
book Samelson notes how
Buena Vista County’s
population rocketed
from 242 residents to
1585 in just one year.
The Wart family was one
of the first to settle the
area. With more people
claiming the free land
many residents wanted
to build the town about a
mile and a quarter north
of its current location.
With the railroad having

history
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Laurens-on Wed., June 22 at the Library.

on the area, they won
out building the town
where it is now so that
they could connect to
other lines easier. It took
quite a force to build in
the uninhabited western
Iowa. “The main idea
of my book is to bring
so much of this towns
amazing history to light,”

such a strong infl

declared S 150

Samelson has already
begun gathering
information for his next
installment in the series.
The next will continue the
town's history from where
this leaves off. He plans
on writing about the years
of 1969-1994.

To get a copy of this
fantastic and history
packed book you will

have your chance as
Samelson has scheduled
a book signing at the
Newell library on June
18. If you like to read,
especially about history
and the locals that made
it happen, give it a look.

L. arens Sun
Sune. I1I5H



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

June 15, 2011

The Paper
By now our kids' summer reading
' program One World, Many Stories
is well underway. This will continue
at 1:30 p.m. every Tuesday for the
rest of the summer! The older kids
(grades 4 and up) will enjoy You
~ Are Here activities on Wednesdays
at 1:30 p.m. for the next few
weeks. If you have children visiting
your home this summer, they are
welcome to join in any or all of the
activities we have — no reservations
or registration is required! Special
dates for participants of both groups
of summer reading are June 28 Fax
' Gilbert Program & August 9 Sky Lab
One Sky, Many Stories.

New fiction this week includes:
Carte Blanche by Jeftery Deaver,
When Passion Rules by Johanna
Lindsey, Profession by Steven
Pressfield, Maine by Courtney
Sullivan, White Devil by Justin
Evans, Folly Beach by Dorthea
Benton Frank, Clutches and Curses
by Dorothy Howell, Graveminder by
Melissa Marr, A Visit from the Goon
Squad by Jennifer Egan, 22 Britannia
Road by Amanda Hodkinson, Born
to Die by Lisa Jackson, Camouflage
by Bill Pronzini, Outrage by Robert
Tannebaum, One Summer by David
Baldacci, Against all Enemies by
| Tom Clancy, Simple Act of Violence
by R.J. Ellory, Misery Bay by Steve
Hamilton, Abandoned Lighthouse by

Albert Lamb, Sister by Rosamund

A

Lupton and 2 Deaths of Daniel Hayes
by Marcus Sakey. In nonfiction we
received In the Garden of Beasts by
Erik Larson, Lost in Shangri-La by
Mitchell Zuckoff and Welcome to

the Departure Lounge: Adventures in
Mothering Mother by Meg Federico.
Gnomeo & Juliet and I am Number
Four are our new DVDs.

June’s book Club choice is Lirtle
Bee by Chris Cleave. This book has
been the subject of many interesting
reviews. 1 have it in my bag and will
be starting it soon. T'll let you know
my progress next week. Pick up a
copy; then join our discussion on

Monday, June 27th at 7 p.m.

L

At

COMING SOON

June 21 @1:30 Kids’ Summer
Reading ONE WORLD, MANY
STORIES continues every Tuesday
through the summer

June 22@1:30 Middle School
Summer Reading YOU ARE HERE
@ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author
Steve Samuelson

June 27 @ 7 pm Book Club discusses
“Little Bee” .

June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Kids’
Program

June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School
Summer Reading

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

Samelson to Visit
Laurens Public

Author Steve Samelson will be at
the Laurens Public Library. He will
read selections from his book, “My
Home Town: Newell, lowa” and
take time to answer questions from
the audience. Through newspaper
and other accounts he has traced
the history of this small Buena
Vista County town. He will also
have copies of his book for sale that
evening,.

uthor Steve

ibrary
The Poper
7 p-m. on Wednesday, June 22
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h1§ book, “My Home Town.” It traces the first 100 years of our
neighboring town in Buena Vista County. Come to the library to
hear a selection from the book, as well as more details of how it

We've had a lot of fun with our kids’ summer reading pro-
gram One World, Many Stories! This will continue at 1:30 every
Tuesday for the rest of the summer! The older kids (grades 4 and

came to be. Copies will be available for purchase.
up) will enjoy You Are Here activities on Wednesdays at 1:30 for

the next few weeks. This week is GPS & geocaching with Poca-
hontas County Conservation. Special dates for participants of

bc_;th groups of summer reading are next Tuesday, June 28 Fax
Gilbert Program “Mime, Masks, & Magic” & August 9 Sky Lab

One Sky, Many Stories.
novich (Reg & LP), Silver Girl by Elin Hilderbrand, Rogue Island

the Illim?is anh'al Rail company, the Newell Mirror newspaper
and talking with community members. Out of this interest grew
New fiction this week includes: Smokin’ Seventeen by Janet Eva-
by B_ruce DeSilva, Passion by Laurens Kate and Dreams of Joy
b)( Lisa See. New DVDs include: The Green Lantern, Just Go
With It and True Grit.

COMING SOON
June 22@1:30 Middle School Summer Reading YOU ARE

HERE

Pick up a copy then join our discussion on Monday,
Stop at the library and check it out!

_I better buckle down and get reading, because book club is
coming up fast! June’s book Club choice is Little Bee by Chris
Cleave.

June 27th at 7 pm.

1 just finalized the details for a baseball program on Tuesday, July
Sth! John Liepa), historian and Professor Emeritus, DMACé will
be dressed as Iowa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey. From é -7
pm you will have the opportunity to check out one of lowa’s most
extensive baseball card collections of Iowa’s major league players
including memorabilia, photos, and art work pm, followed at 7

pm by a presentation “How Baseball Came to Iowa.”
July § June 21 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD,

MANY STORIES continues every Tuesday through the summer

June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Program for kids of all ages!
@ 7 pm “How Baseball Came to Iowa” John Liepa

@ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson
June 27 @ 7 pm Book Club discusses “Little Bee”
June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

5

/

Gl

" CHRIS CLEAVE

Please veturn
Your book
s& UK
discussion

/iy it
@ 7:00 pm
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At the Library
with Glenda Mulder

) June 22, 2011
The Poper .

Today, Wednesday, June 22 at w p-m. “My Home Town” author Steve
Samuelson will be at our library! 13 years ago when Steve had a stroke
and was unable to continue his work in Des Moines, he returned to
his roots in his home town of Newell, Iowa. Once there, he began
looking into his family’s heritage, the history of the Illinois Central Rail
Company, the Newell Mirror newspaper and talking with community
members. Out of this interest grew his book, “My Home Town.” Tt traces
the first 100 years of our neighboring town in Buena Vista County. Come
to the library to hear a selection from the book, as well as more details of
how it came to be. Copies will be available for purchase.

We've had a lot of fun with our kids' summer reading program One
World, Many Stories! This will continue at 1:30 every Tuesday for the

| rest of the summer! The older kids (grades 4 and up) will enjoy You Are

Here activities on Wednesdays at 1:30 for the next few weeks. This week
is GPS & geocaching with Pocahontas County Conservation. Special
dates for participants of both groups of summer reading are next Tuesday,
June 28 Fax Gilbert Program “Mime, Masks, & Magic” & August 9 m_&\
Lab One Sky, Many Stories.

New fiction this week includes: Smokin' Seventeen by Janet Evanovich [
(Reg & LP), Silver Girl by Elin Hilderbrand, Rogue Island by Bruce DeSilva, Passion vv\ Laurens Wmﬁn and b\&xﬁ of \@ g\
Lisa See. New DVDs include: 7he Green Lantern, Just Go With It and True Grit.

I better buckle down and get reading, because book club is coming up fast! June’s Book Club choice is Little Bee by
Chris Cleave. Pick up a copy, then join our discussion on Monday, June 27th at 7 p.m. ,

I just finalized the details for a baseball program on Tuesday, July 5th! John Liepa, historian and Professor Emeritus,
DMACC, will be dressed as lowa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey. From 5 — 7 p.m. you will have the opportunity to check

out one of lowa’s most extensive baseball card collections of Towa’s major league players including memorabilia, photos, and| _
art work, followed at 7 p.m. by a presentation “How Baseball Came to Iowa.”

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

COMING SOON

June 22@1:30 Middle School Summer Reading YOU ARE HERE

@ 7 pm “My Home Town” Author Steve Samuelson

June 27 @ 7 pm Book Club discusses “Little Bee”

June 28 @ 1:30 pm Fax Gilbert Program for kids of all ages!

June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

July 5 June 21 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES continues every Tuesday through the
summer

" @7 pm “How Baseball Came to Iowa” John Liepa
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

June 29, 2011

The Peper
Be sure to mark Tuesday, July 5th on your calendar. John Liepa, historian and Professor Emeritus, DMACC, will be dressed
as Towa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey. From 5 — 7 p.m. you will have the opportunity to check out one of lowa’s most
extensive baseball collections of Towa’s major league players including memorabilia, cards, photos, and art work, followed at
7 p-m. by a presentation “How Baseball Came to Iowa.”

One World, Many Stories kids’ summer reading program has been so interesting! We took a break from our visits to
the different continents when Fax Gilbert visited us with his program, Mime, Masks, & Magic on Tuesday. Next week
we'll resume our tour of the continents as we visit Australia. The fun will continue at 1:30 every Tuesday for the rest of the
summer! The older kids (grades 4 and up) will enjoy You Are Here activities on Wednesdays at 1:30 for the next couple
weeks. .

New fiction this week includes: Disturbance by Jan Burke, Trespasser by Paul Doiron, Buried Secrets by Joseph Finder,
Now You See Her by James Patterson, Fallen by Karen Slaughter and 7he Terrorist by Peter Steiner.

I really enjoyed June’s book Club choice, Little Bee by Chris Cleave. There was a quote in the beginning that really
touched me & I'd like to share it with you: "I ask you right here to please agree with me that a scar is never ugly......A scar
does not form on the dying. A scar means I survived." How wonderful is that? Anyway, ’'m not actually done with the
book as I write this, but 'm enjoying it so much I know I'll have it done in plenty of time! Stop in to get a copy of July’s
book, 7he Namesake by Thumpa Lhari.

COMING SOON

June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

July 5 @1:30 Kids' Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES continues every Tuesday through the summer
@ 7 pm “How Baseball Came to Iowa” John Liepa

July 6 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading

July 12 July 5 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES continues every Tuesday through the

summer

Steve Samelson Visits Laurens

Public Library

At the Laurens Public Library recently, Steve Samelson, author
of “My Home Town” entertained us with stories of Newell,
gllowa’s history.

! q |
T, PR e r.«d...,..,‘.

June 29, 2011 Lawwreng Sum :

Be sure to mark Tuesday, July 5th on your calendar. John
Liepa, historian and Professor Emeritus, DMACC, will be
dressed as lowa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey. From 5 - 7 pm B N s e Ty R P e T T

you will have the opportunity to check out one of lowa’s most A i

extensive baseball collections of Iowa’s major league players
including memorabilia, cards, photos, and art work, followed at
7 pm by a presentation “How Baseball Came to Iowa.”

One World, Many Stories kids’ summer reading program has

~been so interesting! We took a break from our visits to the dif- , , -

ferent continents when Fax Gilbert visited us with his program, % ,, i ! : o i . 2
Mime, Masks, & Magic on Tuesday. Next week we’ll resume e I

our tour of the continents as we visit Australia. The fun will
continue at 1:30 every Tuesday for the rest of the summer! The
older kids (grades 4 and up) will enjoy You Are Here activities
on Wednesdays at 1:30 for the next couple weeks.

New fiction this week includes: Disturbance by Jan Burke,
Trespasser by Paul Doiron, Buried Secrets by Joseph Finder,
Now You See Her by James Patterson, Fallen by Karen Slaugh-
ter and The Terrorist by Peter Steiner.

I really enjoyed June’s book Club choice, Little Bee by Chris
Cleave. There was a quote in the beginning that really touched
me & I'd like to share it with you: “I ask you right here to please
agree with me that a scar is never ugly......A scar does not form
on the dying. A scar means I survived.” How wonderful is that?
Anyway, I'm not actually done with the book as I write this, but
I'm enjoying it so much I know I'll have it done in plenty of timel!

Stop in to get a copy of July’s book, The Namesake by Jhumpa
Lhari.

L e ——
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My Home Town” experiences from author of
new book -“"¢ 2% a0~ The Laurens Sun

COMING SOON
June 29 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading
July 5 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY

STORIES continues every Tuesday through the summer At the Laurens Public Libra

S : . ry recently, Steve Samelson, auth o

@7 pm “How Baseball Came to Iowa” John Liepa entertained the crowd with stories of Newell Iowa’s histo °F ol My Hens Town®
July 6 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading : v

July 12 July 5 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading ONE WORLD,
MANY STORIES continues every Tuesday through the summer
Stop at the library and check it out!
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“HOW BASEBALL
CAME TO IOWA”

LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY
Tuesday, July 5"

viewing of the collection
5:00 - 7:00 pm
7:00 pm Presentation

View an extensive baseball collection of Iowa’s major
league players including cards, memorabilia, photos, and
art work, followed by a presentation by John Liepa dressed

o)

as Iowa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey.

%b,cb%&& by the
Laurens Public Library Foundation

R
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July 6, 2011

Oh my, welcome to July! How can the year be half over?
How are you coming on your New Years’ resolutions? Mine are
sticking pretty well, except for my perennial resolution to read
more nonfiction. There are a couple new ones on the Library
shelves that look pretty tempting, especially compared to my
latest home project of cleaning out all the closets! Maybe Il
take home just one
New fiction this week includes: Galveston by Nick Pizzolatto,
Poacher’s Son by Paul Dioron, Betrayal of Trust by J.A. Jance,
Turn of Mind by Alice Laplante and Never Knowing by Chevy
Stevens. Our only new nonfiction this week is Stories I Only
Tell My Friends by Rob Lowe. New DVDs are Battle: Los Angeles
and Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules.

Stop in to get a copy of July’s book club selection, The
Namesake by Jhumpa Lhari. The story traces the life of the
son of immigrants from India who can’t quite seem to find his
place in his personal or professional life. We will discuss this
book on Monday, July 25th at 7 pm.

Our trip around the world with ONE WORLD, MANY STO- " T
RIES kids’ summer reading program continues at 1:30 pm Photo provided by the library
every Tuesday throughout the summer. We've been to a differ-

ent continent each week. I can hardly wait to see where we go Q@.ﬂ.ﬂmsm 1cgvmclcv m.ﬂ .ﬂ—.-m —Imf_—.msm vf——u_mﬁ —Imcﬂmg

next!

REMINDERS ~ Chandler Todd and Jayden Teepe are getting ready to work out and lift some
July 6 @ 1:30 Middle School Summer Reading weights with Fax “Big Tony” Gilbert at the Laurens Public Library program “Mime,
July 12, 19, 26 August 2, 9, 16 @1:30 Kids’ Summer Reading Masks and Magic.” This program was sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Founda-

ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES tion and with a grant from the Iowa Arts Council.
Stop at the library and check it out!




Fax Gilbert Visits
Laurens Public
Library

Chandler Todd and Jayden Teepe are

getting ready to work out and lift

some weights with Fax “Big Tony’ ] Ny
Gilbert at the Laurens Public Library ]
program “Mime, Masks and Magic.”

This program was sponsored by the

Laurens Public Library Foundation

and with a grant from the lowa Arts

Council. Judy W

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

July 6, 2011

Oh my, welcome to July! How can the year be half over? How are you coming on your New Years resolutions? Mine are
sticking pretty well, except for my perennial resolution to read more nonfiction. There are a couple new ones on the Library
shelves that look pretty tempting, especially compared to my latest home project of cleaning out all the closets! Maybe I'll

~ take home just one.....

New fiction this week includes: Galveston by Nick Pizzolatto, Poacher's Son by Paul Dioron, Betrayal of Trust by J.A.

Jance, Turn of Mind by Alice Laplante and Never Knowing by Chevy Stevens. Our only new nonfiction this week is Stories I
Only Tell My Friends by Rob Lowe. New DVDs are Battle: Los Angeles and Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules.

Stop in to get a copy of July’s book club selection, 7he Namesake by Jhumpa Lhari. The story traces the life of the son of
immigrants from India who can’t quite seem to find his place in his personal or professional life. We will discuss this book
on Monday, July 25th at 7 p.m.

Our trip around the world with ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES kids" summer reading program continues at 1:30 pm
every Tuesday throughout the summer. We've been to a different continent each week. 1 can hardly wait to see where we

go next!
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July 13, 2011

Stop in to get a copy of July’s book club selection, The Name-
sake by Jhumpa Lhari. The story traces the life of the son of
immigrants from India who can’t quite seem to find his place in
his personal or professional life. We will discuss this book on
Monday, July 25th at 7 pm.

New fiction this week includes: Escape by Barbara Delinski, Si-
lent Girl by Tess Gerritsen, You’re Next by Gregg Hurwitz, Last
Letter from your Lover by JoJo Moyes, Very Bad Men by Harry
Dolan, Secret Mistress by Mary Balough, Iron House by John

Hart, Quinn by Iris Johansen, Hotwire by Alex Kava and Detec- ; . n . "I é : J "R P
tive Blue by Steve Metzger. Just one new DVD - Beastly. " .»ﬁ é m- } 4 AR F | | -

Tuesday for the rest of the summer. August 9th the Pocahon-
tas County Conservation will be bringing their sky lab for ONE
SKY, MANY STORIES. They will be telling us how different

cultures from around the world interpreted the constellations.

our Children’s Summer Reading ONE WORLD, MANY STO- , E B ¥ / p 3} Wi i .4 MH
RIES. Our trip around the world will continue at 1:30 pm every 1 - ol £ E ,H\ h .h h N i h..% z
“ ‘.\ - @ tl ’ 44
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At the Library:
with Glenda M
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Baseball Program at Library

John Liepa, dressed as lowa's first major leaguer, Cal McVey, explains his
baseball memorabilia collection to some young fans at the Laurens Public
Library recently. Mr. Liepa even let some of these lucky kids hold his
VERY valuable Babe Ruth rookie card & autographed baseball! During
the program, he talked about the early years of baseball in Iowa and the
players from lowa thar have played major league baseball. This program
was enjoyed by baseball fans of all ages! “Tlre ﬂorsvb\\.

The only thing on our Library calendar right now is

L]
| 1 - 4 3 z
44’ ‘Q_m- WMM-. i
Stop at the library and check it out! T — ..
W .l
[Lauwrens Sun _._L £ ‘

At the Library
with Glenda Mulder
July 13, 2011

Stop in to get a copy of July’s
book club selection, 7he
Namesake by Jhumpa Lhari. The
story traces the life of the son of
immigrants from India who can’t
quite seem to find his place in his
personal or professional life. We
will discuss this book on Monday,
July 25th at 7 pm.
New fiction this week includes:
Escape by Barbara Delinski, Silent
Girl by Tess Gerritsen, You re Next
by Gregg Hurwitz, Last Letter
from your Lover by JoJo Moyes,
Very Bad Men by Harry Dolan,
Secret Mistress by Mary Balough,
Iron House by John Hart, Quinn
by Iris Johansen, Hotwire by Alex
Kava and Detective Blue by Steve
Metzger. Just one new DVD —
Beastly.
The only thing on our

Library calendar right now is

our Children’s Summer Reading
ONE WORLD, MANY
STORIES. Our trip around

the world will continue at 1:30
pm every Tuesday for the rest

of the summer. August 9th the
Pocahontas County Conservation
will be bringing their sky lab for

ONE SKY, MANY STORIES.
They will be telling us how

different cultures from around

the world interpreted the

constellations. “The Popur

Baseball fans of all ages get treat at Laurens
Public Library last week from a real collector

John Liepa, dressed as Iowa’s first major leaguer, Cal McVey, explains his baseball
memorabilia collection to some young fans at the Laurens Public Library recently. Mr.
Liepa even let some of these lucky kids hold his VERY valuable Babe Ruth rookie card
& autographed baseball! During the program he talked about the early years of base-
ball in Iowa and the players from Iowa that have played major league baseball. This
program was enjoyed by baseball fans of all ages! L.ovwrens § Tudly 1324
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At the Library: _.m_

July 27, 2011

, This week I filed the Library’s annual report with the
State Library of lowa. Thanks to all of you, our total circula-
tions were 43,714 in the year that just ended. That’s pretty
impressive for a town our size! Another fun statistic is that H\
3,386 people attended programs at the library in the past year. NCH\G Hu.w
With all that’s going on, no wonder we sometimes have a hard .
time getting all the things on our lists done! TC—U _.H O

What fun we've had all summer with the kids read-

ing program, ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES. We hopped from = 2
continent to continent all the way around the world at 1:30 pm H\HUH‘mHo X
Tuesdays all summer. We have just one continent left - Antarc- .VN
tical Our Grand Finale will be August 9th when the Pocahon-

tas County Conservation will be bringing their sky lab for ONE .H S_VN
SKY, MANY STORIES. They will be telling us how different

cultures from around the world interpreted the constellations N O H H
they saw in their night sky.

This August our book club will be reading Driftless by David ; .
Rhodes. Written about a fictional small Midwestern town that U 0]0) W 5

has been untouched by the changes of time, it was chosen as
the All lowa Reads book of 2010. One reviewer says, “At once
intimate and funny, wise and generous, ‘Driftless’ is an unfor-

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTBELLER

gettable story of contemporary life in rural America.” Pick up a :
copy & join the discussion on Monday, August 22nd at 7 pm. then

New fiction this week includes: Split Second by Catherine Coul- P R—"
ter, Burnt Mountain by Anne Rivers Siddons, Then Came You § ey S
by Jennifer Weiner, Sisterhood Everlasting by Ann Brashares, _ j U 3 Um. _mj I
Bannon Brothers Trust by Janet Dailey, Distant Shores by o e e

Kristin Hannah, First Day of the Rest of My Life by Cathy

Lamb, Happy Birthday by Danielle Steel (regular & large print)
The Nightmare Thief by Meg Gadiner, Gamble by Felix Francis,
Twice Born by Margaret Mazzantani, Justice by Karen Robards,
and Portrait of a Spy by Daniel Silva. In nonfiction we received
The Man in the Rockefeller Suit by Mark Seal and A Stolen

Life by Jaycee Dugard. New DVDs include: Rango, Arthur and
Damnation Alley. We got a new batch of large print westerns s
with funds from the family and friends of Lila Galloway.

Stop at the library and check it out! _.U _

gdse return
& " your book
by our
discussion

7/25/11
@ 7:00 pm

At the Library

This week I filed the Library’s annual report with the State Library of Towa. Thanks to all of you, our total circulations were 43,714 in the year that
just ended. Thats pretty impressive for a town our sizel Another fun statistic is that 3,386 people attended programs at the library in the past year.
With all that’s going on, no wonder we sometimes have a hard time getting all the things on our lists done!

What fun we've had all summer with the kids' reading program, ONE WORLD, MANY STORIES. We hopped from continent to continent
all the way around the world at 1:30 pm Tuesdays all summer. We have just one continent left — Antarctical Our Grand Finale will be August 9th
when the Pocahontas County Conservation will be bringing their sky lab for ONE SKY, MANY STORIES. They will be telling us how different
cultures from around the world interpreted the constellations they saw in their night sky.

This August our book club will be reading Driftless by David Rhodes. Written about a fictional small Midwestern town that has been untouched
by the changes of time, it was chosen as the All lowa Reads book of 2010. One reviewer says, “At once intimate and funny, wise and generous,
‘Driftless is an unforgettable story of contemporary life in rural America.” Pick up a copy & join the discussion on Monday, August 22nd at 7 p.m.

New fiction this week includes: Split Second by Catherine Coulter, Burnt Mountain by Anne Rivers Siddons, Then Came You by Jennifer Weiner,
Sisterhood Everlasting by Ann Brashares, Bannon Brothers Trust by Janet Dailey, Distant Shores by Kristin Hannah, First Day of the Rest of My Life by
Cathy Lamb, Happy Birthday by Danielle Steel (regular & large print), The Nightmare Thief by Meg Gadiner, Gamble by Felix Francis, Twice Born by
Margaret Mazzantani, Justice by Karen Robards, and Portrait of a Spy by Daniel Silva. In nonfiction we received 7he Man in the Rockefeller Suit by
Mark Seal and A Stolen Life by Jaycee Dugard. New DVDs include: Rango, Arthur and Damnation Alley. We got a new batch of large print westerns
with funds from the family and friends of Lila Galloway.

)&%




A




Ke. dot

-
Y VP

Jul

v A |
m._.o.l.fjjm\ for [oudh America

\ ) o
! i ! A # 2
i~ | > »y "
| Y e ~
‘ St
| - e
{ s

3/\? Mock, >7bwwor K.Cr.)N « _AU—,&Q

Yhr decoratrag Sorape’s

B .J

- 4 4 ey
/ iu;l.. r,w d ;— £ ¥

/e iy ey P ; P
Coaneron Peol ¢ Gavin Ehn

( — age BU S ZW, v -
Hunter Valentine colori A

Nis Serape . .
S T ¥
Gobe Ehn. Bremnun $Emma K i

&

7

USee mafpb% b.b,w.u.?u
a chocolade cupcoke wYoco,.Ju Yheie mc?t..aum

Joshua + Malia Ho#E —~
Arent they cude ! e




aw - ‘1 £y
‘1\‘..,3”1 Pl
ey |

LofS e TN e

g 1 4 i Egéé @ﬁﬂm i

_hzur\. FP. .
F!oef) f“aﬁ??”ﬂhﬂ”’




Brean en Storms




At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
August .ww 2011, 2011

Our Kids' Summer Reading Grand Finale will be Tuesday, August 9th
the Pocahontas County Conservation will be bringing their sky lab int
(I'm not exactly sure how this will happen, but of course, I'll take som
to share!) for ONE SKY, MANY STORIES. They will be telling us h
cultures from around the world interpreted the constellations they saw
sky. It makes me sad to think that another summer reading program |
a close. Then I think about all the Wacky Wednesdays, Brown Bag Li
classroom visits I do during the school year and I get excited again. It’s really just all part of the cycle...but t
ing way too fast!

N _UHMWM mmao:%ﬁrwm week includes: Cold Vengeance by Douglas Preston, Full Black by Brad Thor, N\qm End of
Megan Abbott, Millennium People by ].G. Ballard, Eyes Wide Open by Andrew Gross, One ba.h Night EMUE\
Thick as Thieves by Peter Spiegelman, Murder by Mocha by Cleo Coyle, N.;\R Ideal Man by Julie Owg\oo ,an
Diana Palmer. We just got 2 more boxes in as I'm writing this but I'll wait to tell you about H.rﬁ.uma. . .

This August our book club will be reading Driftless by David Rhodes. Pick up a copy & join the discussi

August 22nd at 7 p.m.

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

Rhodes. In the prologue to Drifiless,
the author explains that the title

of this book refers to the “Driftless
Region” of Southwestern Wisconsin,
an area that was spared
during the relentless glacial
gouging and grinding that
flattened or rounded off
much of the Midwest.
“Singularly unrefined,”

he writes, “it endured in
its hilly, primitive form,
untouched by the shaping hands of
those cold giants.” Like this area,
the fictional town of Words is also
quite untouched by change. Most
reviewers refer to “quirky characters’
so I must admit, I am intrigued. I
love a book with good character
development! Pick up a copy & join
the discussion on Monday, August

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
August 10, 2011
!:).0 Da(.oxﬂ\

I got an e-mail the
other day from a
friend and fellow

librarian that got

me dreaming
about putting
an electric fireplace in the Library.
What could be more welcoming
on a dreary winter day (or chilly
fall or spring day, for that matter)
than a roaring fire in the fireplace?
It would be the perfect place to
curl up with a good book — and we
have lots of those! That could be
the only drawback — we librarians
would want to join the patrons and

>

sit and read all day! Well, other 22nd ax 7 pim,

drawbacks could be the cost and

other practicalities.....but for now it’s .

just a dream....and it puts a smile on rmw@ﬁ at the N\Nvﬁ&»\u\ &
my face! Kind of an odd thing to be Check it Out!

thinking about when the heat index
is over 100, isn’t it?

New fiction this week includes:
Back of Beyond by C.] Box, Death
in High Places by Jo Bannister, /
Gave My Heart to Know This by
Ellen Baker, Accident by Linwood
Barclay, Soul Surfer by Bethany
Hamilton, Dance with Dragons by
George Martin, Acceptable Loss by
Anne Perry, Darkness My Old Friend
by Lisa Unger and Before Ever After
by Samantha Sotto. New DVDs
include Source Code, Dylan Dog, and
Shaun the Sheep: Animal Antics.

This August our book club
will be reading Driftless by David

At the Librowry: e

with Glenda Mulder
www.lawrenspubliclibrary.con
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Our Kids’ Summer Reading Grand Finale will be Tues-
day, August 9th at 1:30 when the Pocahontas County
Conservation will be bringing their sky lab into the Li-
brary (I'm not exactly sure how this will happen, but of
course, I'll take some pictures to share!) for ONE SKY,
MANY STORIES. They will be telling us how different
cultures from around the world interpreted the constella-
tions they saw in their night sky. It makes me sad to think
that another summer reading program is coming to a close.
Then I think about all the Wacky Wednesdays, Brown
Bag Lunches and classroom visits I do during the school
year and I get excited again. It’s really just all part of the
cycle...but this cycle seems to be going way too fast!

New fiction this week includes: Cold Vengeance by
Douglas Preston, Full Black by Brad Thor, The End of
Everything by Megan Abbott, Millennium People by J.G.
Ballard, Eyes Wide Open by Andrew Gross, One Dog
Night by David Rosenfelt, Thick as Thieves by Peter Spie-
gelman, Murder by Mocha by Cleo Coyle, The Ideal Man
by Julie Garwood, and Merciless by Diana Palmer. We just
got 2 more boxes in as I'm writing this but I'll wait to tell
you about those!

This August our book club will be reading Driftless by
David Rhodes. Pick up a copy & join the discussion on
Monday, August 22nd at 7 pm. GUALenS ok
5 Stop at the library and check it out!

il

At the Librowy:
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August 10, 2011

I got an e-mail the other day from a friend and fellow librarian that
got me dreaming about putting an electric fireplace in the Library. What
could be more welcoming on a dreary winter day (or chilly fall or spring
day, for that matier) than a roaring fire in the fireplace? It would be the
perfect place to cui! up with a good book — and we have lots of those!
That could be the only drawback — we librarians would want to join the
patrons and sit and read all day! Well, other drawbacks could be the cost
and other practicalities. ... but for now it’s just a dream....and it puts a
smile on my face! Kind of an odd thing to be thinking about when the
heat index is over 100, isn't it?

New fiction this week includes: Back of Beyond by C.J Box, Death in
High Places by Jo Bannister, I Gave My Heart to Know This by Ellen
Baker, Accident by Linwood Barclay, Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton,
Dance with Dragons by George martin, Acceptable Loss by Anne Perry,
Darkness My Old Friend by Lisa Unger and Before Ever After by Sa-
mantha Sotto. New DVDs include Source Code, Dylan Dog, and Shaun
the Sheep: Animal Antics.

This August our book club will be reading Driftless by David Rhodes.
In the prologue to Drifiless, the author explains that the title of this
book refers to the “Drifiless Region” of Southwestern Wisconsin, an
area spared the relentless glacial gouging and grinding that flattened or
rounded off much of the Midwest. “Singularly unrefined,” he writes,
“it endured in its hilly, primitive form, untouched by the shaping hands
of those cold giants.” Like this area, the fictional town of Words is also
quite untouched by change. Most reviewers refer to “quirky characters”
so I must admii, I am intrigeed. Ilove a book with good character de-
velopment! Pick up a copy & join the discussion on Monday, August
22nd at 7 pm.
d.rmﬁov at the library and check it out!
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Star Lab at Wi B

Laurens Public
Librar

The Papis August ol
Michelle Anderson gives the Star
Lab a poke after the last story time
of the summer at the Laurens Public
Library. Good thing we have the
taller ceiling in the center of the
library or it wouldn’t have fic! We
had such a great turnout for the

program that we had to divide into
groups for the star lab because they
couldn’t all fit in there at once!
Pocahontas County Naturalist
Corinne Peterson showed us how
the Indians and Greeks interpreted
the constellations. She explained
to us how to find some of the
constellations in the night sky.

She also brought a mounted
coyote and told us the Indian
legend of how the coyote created
the constellations. When one of our
5 year old boys first saw it he asked
me, “Hey, what’s that werewolf doing
in the Library?”! You just never
know what you're going to see at the
Laurens Hv:v_:n Library!

Laurens

Public

Library

August
2011
book i1s

Michelle Anderson gives the Star Lab a poke after the last story time of the summer at the Laurens Public
Library. Good thing we have the taller ceiling in the center of the library or it wouldn’t have fit! We had such
a great turnout for the program that we had to divide into groups for the star lab because they couldn’t all
fit in there at once! Pocahontas County Naturalist Corinne Peterson showed us how the Indians and Greeks
interpreted the constellations. She explained to us how to find some of the constellations in the night sky.

She also brought a mounted coyote and told us the Indian legend of how the coyote created the constel-
lations. When one of our 5 year old boys first saw it he asked me, “Hey, what’s that werewolf doing in the

Library?”! You just never know what you’re going to see at the Laurens Public Library! (Photo courtesy
of Laurens Public Library) L 0——<-5> 5+n August 200

DEiIFTLESS

Please return
your book
by our
discussion
8/22/11
@ 7:00 pm



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
August 24 10, 2011
The Poygar
Let’s get crazy and start out with the
new nonfiction for
a change: Unbroken:
A World War 2
Story of Survival
(Reg & LP), lowa
Curiosities : Quirky
characters, roadside
oddities & other
offbeat stuff, Clark Howard's Living
Large in Lean Times, Big Little
Life: Memoir of a Happy Dog and
Dead Air: the Disappearance of Jodi
Huisentruit. Here’s the new fiction
list: Flash ¢ Bones by Kathy Reichs,
Rules of Civility by Amor Towles,
Delirium by Lauren Oliver, Trapped
by Michael Northrop, Killing Kate
by Julie Kramer, All the Pretty Hearses
by Mary Daheim, Before I Go to
Sleep by S.J. Watson, Girls in White
Dresses (I mentally broke into song as
I typed this and almost added “with
blue satin sashes...”) by Jennifer
Close, The Lantern by Deborah
Lawrenson and Burnt Mountain
by Anne Richards Siddons (Reg &
LP). All 4 books of the "Above the
Line" series by Karen Kingsbury
in Large Print were purchased by
Homer & Sandy George in memory
of Helen Mefferd. 25 Large Print
"Cozy Mysteries" (isn’t that a great
description? I'm going to start using
¢ it!) were purchased as memorials
for Gloria Newell, Mary Kees, Lila
Galloway, Frances Feckes, and Mavis
Wunder. New DVDs include Sox/

At the Library

..\.,.Cracr% 3l 20l = The Pege-
Back in the middle of July, the Operations Director at lowaWORKS (Formerly
Workforce Development) contacted the Library, she then came to install their
Access Points on our patron computers. These Access Points led to online
services that were formerly available only at their offices. She told us we were

Surfer, The Perfect Game, Rio and
Mars Needs Moms. Merry Sitcom!
Christmas Classics from TV's Golden
Age was donated by Bill & Julie
Waurr in memory of Helen Mefferd.
We have a table full of cassette
audiobooks
that have been
withdrawn from our

(I think that word is s
should always have a
you agree?)....... Pm ¢
have a delicious time!
Confession time!
the first month since
began in January of 2
didn’t read the book «
think it was the busy:
combined with gettin
ready to move into &

collection. If you

can use these, stop

up at the Library. If house ready to sell. E
down with a book, I 1
a little guilty...maybe
September’s book nov
for a change: Dance F
by Tony Hillerman. J
September 26th at 7

about this book.

you can afford to
make a donation for
them, Thank You — we appreciate it:
If you can’t afford a donation, please
take some anyway - get them out of
our hair!

We will be starting a new weekly
story time at 10 a.m. on Monday,
September 12th. This Tot Time will
be for the little ones who don’t get to

Stop at the L
Check it

go to school yet. We haven't quite

worked out all the details of this, but

thought it was time to let you know.
Next Wednesday, the 31st, L-M

has an early-out. The teachers have

to go to class,

and we get the

kids for our

first WaCkY

WeDnEsDaY

of the school

year! These

will continue
each time L-M
school has

an early out
for teacher’s
inservice. To
celebrate this,
the theme will
be Chocolate

the first library in Iowa to have these installed on our computers. Well, knowing
it was coming to most other libraries, I didn’t think too much of that. Well,
now that local TowaWORKS offices are closing, I see all these press releases from
other libraries that they have these Access Points and I realize I should have
tooted our horn a bit. So, if you need to file for unemployment, make a resume
or cover letter, search for a job, prepare for an interview, pursue further training,
etc., stop at our Library and we can hook you up!

Here’s the new fiction list for the week: 7/e Race by Clive Cussler,
Heartwishes by Jude Devereaux, Northwest Angle by William Krueger, Mercy
by Beverly Lewis, The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh, Whar Alice
Forgot by Laine Moriarty, Kill Me if You Can by James Patterson (reg & LP) and
The Cut by George Pelecanos. New DVDs include Jane Eyre, The Gruffalo and

Something Borrowed.

Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman is our book of the month. Tony
Hillerman has long been a favorite mystery author of many of our library
patrons. This book, as are many of his others, is set on the Navajo Reservation
in the Four Corners region of the American Southwest. Join us Monday,
September 26th at 7 p.m. as we talk about this book. 10

At the Library:
with Glenda Mulder
" www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
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August 24 10, 2011

Let’s get crazy and start out with the new nonfiction for
a change: Unbroken: A World War 2 Story of Survival (Reg &
LP), lowa Curiosities : Quirky characters, roadside oddities &
other offbeat stuff, Clark Howard’s Living Large in Lean Times,
Big Little Life: Memoir of a Happy Dog and Dead Air: the Disap-
pearance of Jodi Huisentruit. Here’s the new fiction list: Flash &
Bones by Kathy Reichs, Rules of Civility by Amor Towles, Deliri-
um by Lauren Oliver, Trapped by Michael Northrop, Killing Kate
by Julie Kramer, All the Pretty Hearses by Mary Daheim, Before
I Go to Sleep by S.J. Watson, Girls in White Dresses (I mentally
broke into song as I typed this and almost added “with blue satin
sashes...”) by Jennifer Close, The Lantern by Deborah Lawren-
son and Burnt Mountain by Anne Richards Siddons (Reg & LP).
All 4 books of the “Above the Line” series by Karen Kingsbury in
Large Print were purchased by Homer & Sandy George in memo-
ry of Helen Mefferd. 25 Large Print “Cozy Mysteries” (isn’t that a
great description? I'm going to start using itl) were purchased as
memorials for Gloria Newell, Mary Kees, Lila Galloway, Frances
Feekes, and Mavis Wunder. New DVDs include Soul Surfer, The
Perfect Game, Rio and Mars Needs Moms. Merry Sitcom! Christ-
mas Classics from TV’s Golden Age was donated by Bill & Julie
Wurr in memory of Helen Mefferd.

We have a table full of cassette audiobooks that have
been withdrawn from our collection. If you can use these, stop
up at the Library. If you can afford to make a donation for them,
Thank You - we appreciate it: If you can’t afford a donation,
please take some anyway - get them out of our hair!

We will be starting a new weekly story time at 10 am on
Monday, September 12th. This Tot Time will be for the little ones
who don’t get to go to school yet. We haven't quite worked out all
the details of this, but thought it was time to let you know.

Next Wednesday, the 31st, L-M has an early-out. The
teachers have to go to class, and we get the kids for our first
WaCkY WeDnEsDaY of the school year! These will continue each
time L-M school has an early out for teacher’s inservice. To cele-
brate this, the theme will be Chocolate (I think that word is so im-
portant it should always have a capital C, don’t you agree?).......
I'm sure we’ll all have a delicious timel
Confession time! August was the first month since our book
club began in January of 2007 that I didn’t read the book of the
month! I think it was the busyness of summer combined with
getting one house ready to move into & the other house ready
to sell. Every time I sat down with a book I fell asleep! I feel a
little guilty...maybe I should start September’s book now. It’s a
mystery for a change: Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman.
Join us Monday, September 26th at 7 pm as we talk about this

book.
Stop at the library and check it out!

1 owend S wn

August 31, 2011
Back in the middle of July the Operations Director at
IowaWORKS (Formerly Workforce Development) contacted the
Library, she then came to install their Access Points on our
patron computers. These Access Points lead to online services
that were formerly available only at their offices.

She told us we were the first library in Iowa to have these
installed on our computers. Well, knowing it was coming to
most other libraries, I didn’t think too much of that. Well, now
that local IowaWORKS offices are closing, I see all these press
releases from other libraries that they have these Access Points
and I realize I should have tooted our horn a bit.

So, if you need to file for unemployment, make a resume or
cover letter, search for a job, prepare for an interview, pursue
further training, etc. stop at our Library and we can hook you
up!

Here’s the new fiction list for the week: The Race by Clive
Cussler, Heartwishes by Jude Devereaux, Northwest Angle

by William Krueger, Mercy by Beverly Lewis, The Language of
Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh, What Alice Forgot by Laine
Moriarty, Kill Me if You Can by James Patterson (reg & LP) and
The Cut by George Pelecanos. New DVDs include Jane Eyre,
The Gruffalo and Something Borrowed.

Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman is our book of the
month. Tony Hillerman has long been a favorite mystery au-
thor of many of our library patrons. This book, as are many of
his others, is set on the Navajo Reservation in the Four Corners
region of the American Southwest. Join us Monday, September
26th at 7 pm as we talk about this book.

Stop at the library and check it out!

L It
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
September 3, 2011
“The Pogyaer
Well, we've hit the ground running
with our school kids! We've got
the Elementary classes set up for
their monthly Brown Bag lunches.
This is one of my favorite Library
programs that has been going on for
many years. The kids walk to the
Library and eat their lunch while
I read them a new book. I try to
pick a nonfiction book that they
might not ordinarily choose. I've
started a tradition of finding riddles
concerning the topic of the day.
The younger kids don’t usually get
them, but as they get older they do
— and are even disappointed when I
forget! It’s fun to see their sense of
humor develop. We've also had our
first Wacky Wednesday. When the
L-M school has an early out for the
teachers’ professional development,
we get the kids for a story time. Last
week’s Chocolate themed day was
particularly wacky (and delicious!)
with an attendance of over 60!
Here’s the new fiction list for
the week: Burning Soul by John
Connolly, Prey by Linda Howard,
Second Nature by Jacquelyn
Mitchard, Saints Gate by Carla
Neggers, Leftovers by Tom Perrotta,
1 Married You for Happiness by
Lily Tuck and  Stranger You Seek
by Amanda Williams. Just one
v nonfiction: Sea/ Team Six by Howard
Wasdin. New DVDs include 7he
Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot about
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September 21, 2011

Well, our Tot Time was even better received than we ex-
pected! We had 6 adults & 14 kids here the first week as we
explored colors. We will be holding these every Monday at 10 am
through the school year. What a great reason to looi forward to
Mondays!

[ went to Storm Lake last week for Lakeside Learning
sponsored by State Library Services. The theme of the day was
“Changing the Way We Work” and highlighted some ways chang-
es in technology could be used to make our work lives easier and
also for fun. It was an interesting day. Ihave to admit to being
a bit overwhelmed a couple times. But then, a couple times I felt
pretty on top of things. I guess that means I'm pretty well bal-
anced, right? Another part of these sessions that [ really enjoy is
the opportunity to network with other librarians in the area.
Here’s the new fiction list for the week: Sen of Stone by Stuart
Woods, The Christmas Shoppe by Melody Carlson, Lancaster
County Christmas by Suzanne Fisher, Sanctus by Simon Toyne,
Remembering Christmas by Dan Walsh, American Bov by Larry
Watson, Goddess of Vengeance by Jackie Collins and The Ballad
of Tom Dooley by Sharyn McCrumb.

Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman is our book of the
month. I'm excited that our choice is a mystery: It’s been a while
since we discussed one of those. Last month T tcok a litile guff
(deservedly so!) for not reading the book, so I'm going to put in a
little extra effort to get it done. So I probably should get it started
soon, right? Join us Monday, September 26th at 7 pm as we talk
about this book.

top at the library and checi it cutl

i | e

That! Tricks & Treats. of lp

Did you know the Laurens umf.ﬁ. .N\N)\@ N\ %Q\\.ov\..

Library has a delivery service? with Gl Lo Muld
Womens Club members have www.laurengpubliclibrary.

volunteered to deliver books to shut | Cunr@nS  Sun
ins every two weeks. So if you or -
someone you know would benefit September 3, 2011
from this service, call the Library

and we'll get it set up. All we need

to know is how many books or

Well, we’ve hit the ground running with our school kids!
We’ve got the Elementary classes set up for their monthly
Brown Bag lunches. This is one of my favorite Library
programs that has been going on for many years. The kids
walk to the Library and eat their lunch while I read them a
mind as winter approaches and it’ new book. I try to pick a nonfiction book that they might
harder for people to get out. not ordinarily choose. I’ve started a tradition of finding

Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony riddles concerning the topic of the day. The younger kids
Hillerman is our book of the month. | don’t usually get them, but as they get older they do — and

movies you need to last two weeks
and what types you prefer. This is
a particularly good thing to keep in

Tony Hillerman has long been a are even disappointed when I forget! It’s fun to see their
favorite mystery author of many sense of humor develop. We’ve also had our first Wacky
of our library patrons. This book, Wednesday. When the L-M school has an early out for the
as are many of his others, is set on teachers’ professional development, we get the kids for a
the Navajo Reservation in the Four story time. Last week’s Chocolate themed day was par-
Corners region of the American ticularly wacky (and delicious!) with an attendance of over
Southwest. Join us Monday, 60!

September 26th at 7 p.m. as we talk Here’s the new fiction list for the week: Burning Soul by
about this book. John Connolly, Prey by Linda Howard, Second Nature by

Jacquelyn Mitchard, Saints Gate by Carla Neggers, Left-

rmws% at the NNS%&G\ ¢» | oversby Tom Perrotta, I Married You for Happiness by Lily

Check it Ouz! Tuck and Stranger You Seek by Amanda Williams. Just

’ one nonfiction: Seal Team Six by Howard Wasdin. New

DVDs include The Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot about That!
Tricks & Treats.

Did you know the Laurens Library has a delivery ser-
vice? Womens Club members have volunteered to deliver
books to shut ins every two weeks. So if you or someone
you know would benefit from this service, call the Library
and we’ll get it set up. All we need to know is how many
books or movies you need to last two weeks and what types
you prefer. This is a particularly good thing to keep in mind
as winter approaches and it’s harder for people to get out.
Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman is our book of
the month. Tony Hillerman has long been a favorite mys-
tery author of many of our library patrons. This book, as
are many of his others, is set on the Navajo Reservation in
the Four Corners region of the American Southwest. Join
us Monday, September 26th at 7 pm as we talk about this
book.

Stop at the library and check it out!

El e
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~Time was even better reccived than we expected! We had 6 adults & 14 kids here the first week as we explored
ill be holding these every Monday at 10 a.m. through the school year. What a great reason to look forward to

Storm Lake last week for Lakeside Learning sponsored by State Library Services. The theme of the day was

1e Way We Work” and highlighted some ways changes in technology could be used to make our work lives

o more fun. It was an interesting day. I have to admit to being a bit overwhelmed a couple times. But then, a
I felt pretty on top of things. I guess that means I'm pretty well balanced, right? Another part of these sessions
:njoy is the opportunity to network with other librarians in the area.

: new fiction list for the week: So of Stone by Stuart Woods, The Christmas Shoppe by Melody Carlson,

unty Christmas by Suzanne Fisher, Sanctus by Simon Toyne, Remembering Christmas by Dan Walsh, American
Watson, Goddess of Vengeance by Jackie Collins and The Ballad of Tom Dooley by Sharyn McCrumb.

ill of the Dead by Tony Hillerman is our book of the month. T'm excited that our choice is a mystery: It’s been a
ve discussed one of those. Last month I took a little guff (deservedly so!) for not reading the book, so I'm going
tele extra effort to get it done. So I probably should get it started soon, right? Join us Monday, September 26th
we talk about this book.



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

September 14, 2011
The Pecper
How many times
do you suppose
you've walked
past a bear and
not even noticed
him? Did you
know you walk
past one each
time you walk
into the Laurens
Public Library?
Woody the Bear
stands by the
front door of the
library ready to
greet you, but
usually it’s only
kids who notice
him! Do you
suppose thats
because he’s at
their eye level?
Here’s the story of how there
came to be a bear in our library.
Local resident Lionel Bussey carved
the bear from an elm log. In 1983,
he donated it to the library for the
children’s area. To introduce the
bear, they had a series of story times
to go with the theme, “We Went to
the Animal Fair.” Different animals
were featured each week in books,
stories, poems and other activities.
In conjunction with this, the library
held a “Name the Bear” contest. Josh
Millward, then 7 years old, chose the
appropriate name of “Woody” for the
bear. He received a small wooden

Saprumlas- 1420

How many times do you suppose you've walked

bear, also carved by Mr. Bussey, as a
prize.

Lionel Bussey was well known in
the Laurens area, where he lived his
entire life except when drafted into
the military during
WWII. Lionel owned
Bussey Welding and
Machine Co. and also
served as a member
of the fire department
and also as fire chief.
He also served on the
city council and one
term as the mayor of
Laurens. When do
you suppose he found
the time to learn wood
carving? He & his
wife Marge were the
parents of sons Dennis

& Dean and

grandparents of
8. He died
May 25, 2007
on his 89th
birthday.

When contacted recently,
contest winner Josh Millward
stated, “I was a huge fan of
the library. Lionel gave me a
bear that he had carved as a
prize for winning the naming
contest. [ still have that bear
in a box.”

Laurens
Public

Library

") September
§ | 2011

So next time you come to
the library, say “Hi” to Woody
as you walk past. And take a
moment to notice the lovely
patina on his snout and front
paws; that seems to be the
favorite spots to pet him.

past a bear
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We are settling into_the Library’s
school year routine. We are so lucky
to be just two blocks from the school
and to have teachers who want their
kids to come to the Library! Here’s
what a “normal” month looks like
for us with the L-M kids: 2 preschool
classes visit twice a month; 2nd, 3rd,
4th & 5th Grade classes each come
for Brown Bag Lunch once a month;
I go up to the Middle School for

book talks to 3 classes once a month;

who used to live in Laurens?

Mow. research that will evaluate how

a.m. at the Laurens Public Library
& 2 p.m. at the Pocahontas Public
Library. Come to one of these
presentations, have a cup of coffee
and a cookie and learn more about
this interesting program!

Here’s the new fiction list for the
week: Robert B. Parker's Killing the
Blues by Michael Brandman, Trick
of the Dark by Val McDermid, New
York to Dallas by ].D. Robb, Lethal
by Sandra Brown and Fateful by

Drift.

: technology can help seniors live Part D
\ﬁN. N&N hN%ﬁ&ﬂu\ longer and more independently in * 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st
with Glenda Mulder their homes. They will be presenting Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar
%&3@3&3 28, 2011 - a program on Living Well @ Home, * Thursday, November 10th
The Poper Wednesday, October 5th at 10:30 5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation

Pancake Supper
7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl

Check Out Free
Ebooks from the
Library to Read
on Your Kindle

The Deper Q_ 23 |

You can now check

The oldest daughter, Jenny, now Mﬁmﬂwwﬂnw%m
Blackmore, is now also working for UPCOMING You will H.Hno dan
the Good Samaritan Society. She EVENTS! Amazon accounc
called the other day & told me about * Wednesday, w0 download to a ) .
a program she is working on with October 5th @ Kindle or Kindle Librar Y m..ma..o_aw
Laurens resident, Dawn Nelson. The 10:30 am Living 255, but vou worlt for Kindle®
Good Samaritan Society has received Well @ Home pp: BUt yo!
. need a credit
an $8.1 million grant to launch a * Thursday, card—iust an
study through the organization’s October, 27th @ -
! s i & - . e-mail address to create an account.
' new initiative called Living Well @ 10 am Elderbridge N Vg o
Home. They are secking participants Agency Medicare Y Y

account and have been purchasing
Kindle books, it will look familiar

to you. Look for eBooks that have
“Kindle Book” as an option on the
WILBOR website, check them out

as usual, but instead of “Download”
you'll see a “Get for Kindle” button,
which will take you to Amazon where
you can “Get library book” and select

the Kindle or app device to which
you want to deliver the book.
Library patrons with Nooks
and other compatible devices have
been enjoying free e-books and
audiobooks since June. Contact the
Laurens Public Library if youd like
more information or need to know
your library card number.

10 am every Monday is Tot Time Claudia Gray. If you're curious what Books £ Check out eBooks
for those kids that aren’t in school next year will bring, check out the o% ﬁM 00K _MOM. and audiobooks on
just yet; and of course, we cant Old Farmer's Almanac 2012. New WM mcnm:M v m_n the WILBOR website:
mOnmnﬂ about our wonderful WaCkY DVDs include HMQHMWDMMOCHMN Z OE Tﬁﬁ_.u”\ /wilbor.lib.
WeDnEsDaYs on those days L-M Grey's Anatomy . . : overdrive.com or

gets out early so the teachers can have Season 7, Thor, The HAE%__m or W_:m_o ><m_ _m. U_ e follow the link on the
Professional Development! And 5th Quarter, Bad I Aps Sl Library’s website: www.

. ; ) . WILBOR eBooks Ty

yes, in case you're wondering, we do News Bears 4 movie 1 laurenspubliclibrary.
all these things just so the kids will collection, Prom T MaEm ¢ com

come play with us! and The Fast and N:” — W_H_H All you need is your

Do you remember the Blockers the Furious: Tokyo the process Wi library card!
seem familiar to
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and Potato Peel Pie Society, a book .
club born as an alibi during German \QN. N.&N N\N%N\\Nn\b\

- occupation.” Join our discussion on .
Monday, October 24th at 7 p.m. with Glenda Mulder
October 19, 2011

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
October 5, 2011

ne
There was certainly some Monkey
Business at the Library last week!
We had 54 school kids here for our
monkey themed Wacky Wednesday!

We sang 5 Little Monkeys Jumping

Our Tot Times have been lots of
fun. Sometimes I forget just how
much energy those pre-preschool
kids have! They are so enthusiastic
and interested in learning. So grab a
little one and join us at 10 a.m. every

P a_per T e
If youre looking for a good read, try

one of these new novels: 7he Best of

Me by Nicholas Sparks (regular & LP)
Forgotten Waltz by Anne Enright, Dublin
Student Doctor by Patrick Taylor, As the

on the Bed, read monkey books, Monday. Pig Turns by M.C. Beaton, Heat Rises by
played “Monkey See, Monkey Do,” Richard Castle, The Night Circus by Erin
made monkey puppets and of course UPCOMING EVENTS! Morgenstern, Game of Secrets by Dawn

¢ Wednesday, October 5th @ 10:30
a.m. Living Well @ Home

e Thursday, October, 27th @ 10
a.m. Elderbridge Agency Medicare
Part D

¢ 6:30 p.m., Monday, October 31st
Halloween Magician

all my favorite little monkeys had
bananas for a snack. Naturally I

read a book about one of my favorite
book characters, Curious George. [
took this opportunity to show off my
set of Curious George nesting dolls.
The kids were enchanted; it surprised

Tripp, and Bonnie by Iris Johansen. New
DVD:s include: Fast Five and Cirque Du
Freak: The Vampire's Assistant.

At 10 o’clock Thursday morning,
October 27 Barb Erickson of the
Elderbridge Agency on Aging will again
Upcoming Events

5:00-7:00 p.m. Library
Foundation Pancake

novels in this week! If you want to
~ jumpstart your Christmas spirit,

ask for Lawman's Christmas by Supper Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar
Linda Lael Miller or O'Brien Family 7:00 p.m. Musician « Thursday, November 10th .
Christmas by Sherryl Woods. Other Andy Juhl 5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation
new fiction includes Shock Wave Pancake Supper

by John Sanford, Nightwoods 7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl

Stop at the
Library &
Check it Out!

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
October 12, 2011

The Poper

by Charles Frazier, Trick of the

Light by Louise Perry, The Affair

by Lee Child, Night Strangers by

Christopher Bohjalian. New DVDs

include Spooky Buddies and Dumbo.
Our Book of the month is The

Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel

Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer &

Annie Barrows. “In 1946, writer

¢ Juliet Ashton finds inspiration for

her next book in her correspondence

Check it Out!

with a native of Guernsey, who tells
her about the Guernsey Literary

tempted to buy them all - Help save my waistline!

MMM_SH many had never seen nesting WMP.H%VHWMMWWH e N oo 2@ 7 ph Rk
. v Club
We got two more new Christmas 10th

e Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am
Elderbridge Agency Medicare Part D
* 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st

Stop at the Library Vo

be here to explain the changes and to
help you make an informed decision
about the Medicare Part D program.
Advocates for the elderly strongly
encourage every Medicare beneficiary
to re-evaluate their drug plans annually.
Medicare’s open enrollment period has
changed (You may enroll in 2012 plans
from October 15, 2011 to December
07, 2011) so this meeting is a bit earlier
in the year than it was previously. This
meeting is open to anyone interested.
Our book of choice for October is
“The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer &
Annie Barrows. There seem to be a lot
of books lately that are set in the time
of WWII and this is one of them. The
title refers to a book club born as an
alibi during German occupation that is
a writer’s inspiration for
her next book. Please join
our discussion on Monday
evening, Oct 24th.

We are continuing
the Library’s Halloween
tradition with The
Magic of Larry Dunbar
at 6:30 pm. Its so
fun to see the ghosts,
witches, superheroes and
other assorted creatures
checking out each other’s
costumes before the show
starts! Join the party and
see if you can help me
figure out just how he
does these tricks. It’s great
fun for the young and the
young at heart!

I got a great phone call from a 6th grader a couple weeks ago. L-M is working on increasing volunteerism starting in the middle school and this
young man asked if they could do a Bake Sale to raise funds for a new pool! Without even thinking I said of course! (Kids wanting to volunteer and
fresh baked goods, whats to think about?!) So PLEASE stop at the Library between 11:00 and 11:30 am on Tuesday, the 18th and buy yourself a
treat, support these young volunteers and help us put a little money in the pool fund! I'm counting on you to come buy lots of goodies so I'm not so

Next time you're at the Library, check out the great stuff in our north display case. Our local Golden Horizons 4H Club is celebrating 4H week
by showing off a few of their projects. What an interesting variety! There are items showing off talents in sewing, carpentry, paint, photography and
even an awesome set of jewelry made from pages of a magazine!

Our book of choice for October is “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows. There seem
to be a lot of books lately that are set in the time of WWII and this is one of them. The title refers to a book club born as an alibi during German
occupation that is a writer’s inspiration for her next book. Please join our discussion on Monday evening, October 24th.

Upcoming Events i

* Monday, October 24 @ 7 pm Book Club

* Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge Agency Medicare Part D

° 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar

* Thursday, November 10th 5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper, 7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl

At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
October 26, 2011

.:,.h\ o Qor

Inw all %o:_anmmma of large print westerns! We just got a shipment of 25 new books — come check them out!
t 10 o’clock tomorrow (Thursday) morning, October 27 Barb Erickson of the Elderbri oi i i

: idge Agency on Aging will be h i
the changes and to help you make an informed decision about the Medicare Part D Eomnﬁ:.m >>m o I S AN S

| : : dvocates for the elderly strongly encourage eve
Medicare beneficiary to re-evaluate their drug plans annually. Medicare’s open enrollment period has changed (You may Q:M:%m: 2012 w_mzm i

from October 15, 2011 to December 07, 2 i T : P . . . ==
e cember 07, 2011) so this meeting is a bit carlier in the year than it was previously. This meeting is open to anyone

N.S% mm<on.:w program of the year comes next Monday! What fun it is to see all my favorite little s
Excitement is in the air as they try to figure out the magic of Larry Dunbar. Kids of all a
October 31 at 6:30. I hope you can join us — I'd hate to be the oldest “kid” here!

It seems as if all our favorite authors are writing Christmas books this iti i .

. year. Here are the additions for this week: 7he Christmas Wedd;
_umﬁﬂ.ﬂu:v Angel for Christmas by Heather Graham and Christmas Homecoming by Anne Perry. s

Other new books include: 7he Infernals by John Connelly, Beauti i Garci 7 i

O Y, Beautiful Chaos by Kami Garcia, Lady of the Rivers by Phili
Fielding by Chad Harbach, and City of Whispers by Marcia Mullers. Mt S ot e o

We're gearing up for our Library Foundation’s Fall Fundraiser. We'll be asking for your support of these continuing projects: Wilbor
n_oi.:_.om&mv_n e-books & audiobooks, activity tubs to daycare providers, new baby packets, CD audiobook lease .
magician!) For a new project we'd also like to purchase a bike rack for the library, _
appetite for pancakes. The supper is Thursday,
Upcoming Events

¢ Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge Agency Medicare Part D
* 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st Halloween Magician Larry Dunbar AO (]
* Thursday, November 10th ubic
5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper
7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl

pooks in their costumes on Halloween night.
ges are invited to come see the Magic Show Monday,

: and special programs (like my
along with a new cement pad to put it on. So start working up an
November 10th, followed by musician Andy Juhl’s concert at the Library!
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There was certainly some Monkey Business at the Li-
brary last week! We had 54 school kids here for our monkey
themed Wacky Wednesday! We sang 5 Little Monkeys Jump-
ing on the Bed, read monkey books, played “Monkey See, Mon-
key Do,” made monkey puppets and of course all my favorite
little monkeys had bananas for a snack. Naturally I read a book
about one of my favorite book characters, Curious George. I took
this opportunity to show off my set of Curious George nesting
dolls. The kids were enchanted; it surprised me that many had
never seen nesting dolls!

We got two more new Christmas novels in this week! If
you want to jumpstart your Christmas spirit, ask for Lawman’s
Christmas by Linda Lael Miller or O’Brien Family Christmas by
Sherryl Woods. Other new fiction includes Shock Wave by John
Sanford, Nightwoods by Charles Frazier, Trick of the Light by
Louise Perry, The Affair by Lee Child, Night Strangers by Chris-
topher Bohjalian. New DVDs include Spooky Buddies and
Dumbo.

Our Book of the month is The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows.
“In 1946, writer Juliet Ashton finds inspiration for her next book
in her correspondence with a native of Guernsey, who tells her
about the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, a book
club born as an alibi during German occupation.” Join our dis-
cussion on Monday, October 24th at 7 pm.

Our Tot Times have been lots of fun. Sometimes I forget
just how much energy those pre-preschool kids have! They are
so enthusiastic and interested in learning, So grab a little one
and join us at 10 am every Monday.

UPCOMING EVENTS!

° Wednesday, October 5th @ 10:30 am Living Well @ Home

e Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge i

Part D

° 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st H

Dunbar

e Thursday, November 10th

5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation P

7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl
Stop at the library a

-

October 12, 2011

I got a great phone call from a 6th grader a couple weeks
ago. L-M is working on increasing volunteerism starting in the
middle school and this young man asked if they could do a Bake
Sale to raise funds for a new pooll Without even thinking I said
of coursel (Kids wanting to volunteer and fresh baked goods,
what’s to think about?!) So PLEASE stop at the Library between
11:00 and 11:30 am on Tuesday, the 18th and buy yourself a
treat, support these young volunteers and help us put a little
money in the pool fund! I'm counting on you to come buy lots
of goodies so I'm not so tempted to buy them all - Help save my
waistlinel

Next time you're at the Library, check out the great stuff
in our north display case. Our local Golden Horizons 4H Club is
celebrating 4H week by showing off a few of their projects. What
an interesting variety! There are items showing off talents in
sewing, carpentry, paint, photography and even an awesome set
of jewelry made from pages of a magazine! .

Our book of choice for October is “The Guernsey Liter-
ary and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie
Barrows. There seem to be a lot of books lately that are set in
the time of WWII and this is one of them. The title refers to a
book club born as an alibi during German occupation that is a
writer’s inspiration for her next book. Please join our discussion
on Monday evening, October 24th.

Upcoming Events
° Monday, October 24 @ 7 pm Book Club
° Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge Agency
Medicare Part D
o 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st Halloween Magician
Larry Dunbar
o Thursday, November 10th
5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper
7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl
Stop at the library and check it out!

October 19, 2011

If you're looking for a good read, try one of these new nov-
els: The Best of Me by Nicholas Sparks (regular 8 LP) Forgotten
Waltz by Anne Enright, Dublin Student Doctor by Patrick Taylor,
As the Pig Turns by M.C. Beaton, Heat Rises by Richard Castle,
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, Game of Secrets by Dawn
Tripp, and Bonnie by Iris Johansen. New DVDs include: Fast
Five and Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire’s Assistant.

At 10 o’clock Thursday morning, October 27 Barb Erickson
of the Elderbridge Agency on Aging will again be here to explain
the changes and to help you make an informed decision about
the Medicare Part D program. Advocates for the elderly strongly
encourage every Medicare beneficiary to re-evaluate their drug
plans annually. Medicare’s open enrollment period has changed
(You may enroll in 2012 plans from October 15, 2011 to Decem-
ber 07, 2011) so this meeting is a bit earlier in the year than it
was previously. This meeting is open to anyone interested.

Our book of choice for October is “The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows.
There seem to be a lot of books lately that are set in the time of
WWII and this is one of them. The title refers to a book club born
as an alibi during German occupation that is a writer’s inspira-
tion for her next book. Please join our discussion on Monday
evening, October 24th.

We are continuing the Library’s Halloween tradition with The
Magic of Larry Dunbar at 6:30 pm. It’s so fun to see the ghosts,
witches, superheroes and other assorted creatures checking out
each other’s costumes before the show starts! Join the party and
see if you can help me figure out just how he does these tricks.
It’s great fun for the young and the young at heart!

Upcoming Events
° Monday, October 24 @ 7 pm Book Club
° Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge Agency Medicare
Part D
° 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st Halloween Magician Larry
Dunbar
° Thursday, November 10th
5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper
7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl
H Stop at the library and check it out! +

October 26, 2011

Hey, all you readers of large print westerns! We just got
a shipment of 25 new books - come check them out!

At 10 o'clock tomorrow (Thursday) morning, October 27
Barb Erickson of the Elderbridge Agency on Aging will again be
here to explain the changes and to help you make an informed
decision about the Medicare Part D program. Advocates for the
elderly strongly encourage every Medicare beneficiary to re-eval-
uate their drug plans annually. Medicare’s open enrollment pe-
riod has changed (You may enroll in 2012 plans from October
15, 2011 to December 07, 2011) so this meeting is a bit earlier in
the year than it was previously. This meeting is open to anyone
interested.

My favorite program of the year comes next Monday!
What fun it is to see all my favorite little spooks in their costumes
on Halloween night. Excitement is in the air as they try to figure
out the magic of Larry Dunbar. Kids of all ages are invited to
come see the Magic Show Monday, October 31 at 6:30. I hope
you can join us - I'd hate to be the oldest “kid” herel
It seems as if all our favorite authors are writing Christmas books

this year. Here are the additions for this week: The Christmas
Wedding by James Patterson, Angel for Christmas by Heather
Graham and Christmas Homecoming by Anne Perry.
Other new books include: The Infernals by John Connelly, Beau-
tiful Chaos by Kami Garcia, Lady of the Rivers by Philippa Greg-
ory, The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach, and City of Whispers
by Marcia Mullers.

We’re gearing up for our Library Foundation’s Fall Fund-
raiser. We'll be asking for your support of these continuing proj-
ects: Wilbor downloadable e-books & audiobooks, activity tubs
to daycare providers, new baby packets, CD audiobook lease,
and special programs (like my magician!) For a new project we’'d
also like to purchase a bike rack for the library, along with a new
cement pad to put it on. So start working up an appetite for
pancakes. The supper is Thursday, November 10th followed by
musician Andy Juhl’s concert at the Library!

Upcoming Events

° Thursday, October, 27th @ 10 am Elderbridge Agency
Medicare Part D

o 6:30 pm, Monday, October 31st Halloween Magician
Larry Dunbar

° Thursday, November 10th

5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper

7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl

Stop at the library and check it out!
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The Pocahontas County Library Annual Meeting was held Oct. 27 at the Laurens Pub-
lic Library. Did you know we have nine public libraries in Pocahontas County? Most of
these were represented at this meeting, along with four County Supervisors and County
Auditor Margene Bunda. After a light meal (attendees were encouraged to go through
the line in alphabetical order!) a few games were played. We played “What’s Inside the
Box?” where participants had to feel a library object and describe it to the others, with-
out telling them what they thought it was. Next, these librarians were so good at guess-
ing “Who’s That Book Character?” they rarely needed more than two clues. Then Sally
Butcher, the Palmer Librarian who will be retiring in December, smoked the rest of us E i
in a “Minute to Win It” style game that required her to put books in shelf order. After ven ~1e Lo J Sugervisers
all the fun and games, a discussion was held about our common concerns and mmuﬂom at Lo Oirbed O ﬁf..ru Wh rw.m in ¥he
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Elderbridge Visits

Library on odrober 212
I A0
%anm%ymnw mﬁ_m ort Dodge
based Elderbridge Agency on Aging
was at the Laurens Public Library to
explain the changes to Medicare Part D.
Her main emphasis is that with these
changes, it is important to review your
policy annually. Her advice was to make
an appointment with your pharmacist.
They can enter your information in a
computer program that will personalize
a list of the available policies, ranked
according to your medications taken.

i
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For my next trick | need...

The crowd at the Laurens Public Library on Halloween night again were mes-
merized by the tricks of magician Larry Dunbar. There was no shortage of vol-
unteers to help him in his illusions. Over 100 of Laurens area spooks enjoyed
the 8th annual show sponsored by the Laurens Public Library Foundation.

Below, many ghosts and ghouls watch attentively as Dunbar performs.
L._...o:.r,\....PJ.w Sun - ._:P*PO,:

Halloween Magician at the
N\N@n\.&ﬁu\.\ The Paper 1Hl2fy

The crowd at the Laurens Public Library on Halloween night again
was mesmerized by the tricks of Magician Larry Dunbar. There was
no shortage of volunteers to help him in his illusions. Over 100 of
Laurens area spooks enjoyed the 8th annual show sponsored by the
Laurens Public Library Foundation.




Pocahontas County
Library Annual

Meeting Held
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The Pocahontas County Library Annual Meeting
was held October 27th at the Laurens Public
Library. Did you know we have 9 public libraries
in Pocahontas County? Most of these were
represented at this meeting, along with 4 County
Supervisors and County Auditor Margene Bunda.
After a light meal (attendees were encouraged

to go thru the line in alphabetical order!) a few
games were played. We played "What's Inside
the Box?" where participants had to feel a library
object and describe it to the others, without
telling them what they thought it was. Next,
these librarians were so good at guessing "Who's
that Book Character?" they rarely needed more
than 2 clues. Then Sally Butcher, the Palmer
Librarian who will be retiring in December,
smoked the rest of us in a "Minute to Win it
style game that required her to put books in shelf
order. After all the fun and games, a discussion
was held about our common concerns and issues

at our libraries. | T
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At the Library |
with Glenda Mulder
November 2, 2011

|_oxrens - P apey ” .
Are you getting hungry for pancakes?

o

[ sure am! We're gearing up for our
Library Foundation’s Fall Fundraiser.
We'll be asking for your financial
- support of these continuing projects:
* Wilbor downloadable e-books &
audiobooks, activity tubs to daycare
rproviders, new baby packets, CD B b

audiobook lease, and special programs.

For a new project we'd also like to
purchase a bike rack for the library, ,
along with a new cement pad to putit |
on. So start working up an appetite for
yummy Kiwanis pancakes. The supper
is Thursday, November 10th at the
Christian Church.

Following the pancake supper, come
to the Library and listen to musician
Andy Juhl’s concert with discussion on
songwriting at the Library. A friend
heard him perform earlier this year and

recommended him to us. Here’s what
reviewers have said about his music, “No |
clever one-liner can describe Andy Juhl’s
sound. It’s classic folk sweetened by the
twang of harmonica and slide guitar.
It’s soft spoken electric rock that evokes
the solitude of the Iowa prairie. Subtle,
lingering, and necessarily imperfect,
Andy’s distinct voice guides us.” Dinner |
and entertainment right here in town
—what more could you ask for?! Hope
you can join us for this Foundation
sponsored free event.
Upcoming Events

* Thursday, November 10th
5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation
Pancake Supper 7:00 p.m. Musician
Andy Juhl.

Stop at the Library &
Check it Out!

Butches. Palmer Lbrarian,
“Miawde Yolown it putting ey oooks | .
 inShel order- e Pt
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November 3, 2011
Are you getting hungry for pancakes? I sure am! We're gear-
ing up for our Library Foundation’s Fall Fundraiser. Well be
asking for your financial support of these continuing projects:
Wilbor downloadable e-books & audiobooks, activity tubs to
daycare providers, new baby packets, CD audiobook lease, and
special programs. For a new project we’d also like to purchase
a bike rack for the library, along with a new cement pad to put
it on. So start working up an appetite for yummy Kiwanis pan-
cakes. The supper is Thursday, November 10th at the Chris-
tian Church.

Following the pancake Supper, come to the Library
and listen to musician Andy Juhl’s concert with discussion on
songwriting at the Library. A friend heard him perform earlier
this year and recommended him to us. Here’s what reviewers
have said about said about his music, “No clever one-liner can
describe Andy Juh!’s sound. It’s classic folk sweetened by the
twang of harmonica and slide guitar. It’s soft spoken electric
rock that evokes the solitude of the Iowa prairie. Subtle, linger-
ing, and necessarily imperfect, Andy’s distinct voice guides us.”
Dinner and entertainment right here in town - what more could

you ask for?! Hope you can join us for this Foundation spon-
sored free event.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 10th
; 5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation Pancake Supper
R . 7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl
o Stop at the library and check it out!

Current Foundation Project List Lauwrens - The Poper

¢ Bike Rack & new cementpad YES!|am interested in being a
e Programs for Children and Library Supporter!

LAURENS PUBLIC
LIBRARY Adts.
e Memorial Books
—HOCZ_U>._-_OZ e A.C. Haman Fund Buys lowa

Books

e Books for New Baby Packets
e CD Audio Books

e Preschool Outreach Baskets

e Beneke Endowment Buys
Children’s’ Books
Recent Projects Funded by

e

Gift Enclosed $

Please make checks payable to:
Laurens Public Library
Foundation, Inc

273 North Third Street
Laurens, IA 50554

The mission of the Laurens Public Library Foundation NAME
Laurens Public Library Foundation ” %mﬁo%%ﬁﬁ:%%:ﬁ“m”_ﬁwqwoo_a
is to benefit the community by Stations P ADDRESS
raising, managing and distributing .
funds to enhance the services and ¢ c.v@ﬂmama _4__uﬂm_‘< .m94<<m8
collections of the library, and to *  Fireproof File Cabinet to CITY
increase public awareness of I.@m.m. I_mﬂo_.‘._o lieEns 5
library needs and services. *  Digitizing of “Laurens 100" &
Newspapers — Accessible STATE ZIP
Online
PURPOSE . e Ceiling Mount Projection
The purpose of the Laurens Public Screen

A gift to the Foundation will
not replace tax supported

Library Foundation is to encourage

and receive gifts, endowments, and ¢ Digital Camera

bequests to support the development e New DVD Rack g . K

of library services for the community. e Larry Dunbar — Halloween services; it compliments
It was established as a non-profit Magician - and enhances them.
corporation under lowa law in 1992. =

Kids Summer Reading
Supplies and Program

e LAURENS PUBLIC LIBRARY
e FOUNDATION PRESENTS

7 pm Thursday, November 10
at the

Laurens Public Library

‘No clever one-liner can
d e Andy Juhl'

Thursday, Novem
5-7 pm
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that evokes
the lowa pr

The local Kiwanis members
will be flipping
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with Glenda Mulder
November 9, 2011

- Pancakes tomorrow — yum! It’s time for

the Laurens Public Library Foundation’s

Fall Fundraiser. We'll be asking for your

- financial support of these continuing

- projects: Wilbor downloadable e-books

8¢ audiobooks, activity tubs to daycare

- providers, new baby packets, CD

~ audiobook lease, and special programs

 (like the musician at the library

tomorrow!) For a new project we'd

also like to purchase a bike rack for the

~ library, along with a new cement pad

- to putiton. So start working up an

~ appetite for yummy Kiwanis pancakes.

- The supper is Thursday, November 10th

~ at the Christian Church.

. Atawine tasting event in Rolfe,

- Library Foundation Board member Julie

- Waurr saw a performance by Andy Juhl.
She was very impressed, telling me that
“anyone, from the professional to the
casual listener, who enjoys listening to
music from John Denver to Bob Dylan
would enjoy his style.” That’s about
all the convincing I needed to contact
this local talent and request a show at
the Library. So join us at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, November 10th and enjoy
the show with us! There is never an
admission charge for this type of event.
The Laurens Public Library Foundation
pays all expenses as part of its ongoing
projects.

I'd like so send a big THANK YOU
up to L-M School Librarian Billie Ross
& her middle school Service Learning
kids for stuffing the inserts in our

7 Library Foundation brochures. You guys
are the best!

One more note about our Pocahontas
County Library meeting the other

323

| At the Library

Musician Andy Juh] filled
- the Laurens Public Library
with his unique soulful
- sound last Thursday. We
learned a bit about him
through his music as well
‘as his introductions to his
- original pieces. He kept us
entertained as he switched
between his guitar, banjo,
and harmonicas (He taught
us that there are many
different harmonicas to
match the musical scale.)
' This program and others
like it are funded by your
 domnatioms to the Laurens
Public Library Foundation.
The community really came
~ out to support the Laurens
 Public Library Foundation’s
- Fall Fundraiser. Momney
 raised will go toward these
. continuing projects: Wilbor
' downloadable e¢-books &
| audiobooks, activity tubs to
- daycare providers, new baby
. packets, CD audiobook lease,
and special programis.

night. At the end of the evening, all

the librarians were chatting about

reference questions. We all agreed that

the most frequently asked questions y
in our libraries are: “Where are your

restrooms?” and “May I please use

your phone?” OK, so they’re not really

reference questions, but we all gota

chuckle out of this shared experience!

Upcoming Events

* Thursday, November 10th
5:00-7:00 pm Library Foundation
Pancake Supper
7:00 pm Musician Andy Juhl
Stop at the library and check it out!

Laurens Public Library Foundation’s
Fall Fundyaiser

The community really came out to support the Laurens Public Library Foundation’s
Fall Fundraiser. The local Kiwanis members were kept busy flipping pancakes and even
made a few Mickey Mouse shaped pancakes when requested! Money raised will go
toward these continuing projects: Wilbor downloadable e-books & audiobooks, activity
tubs to daycare providers, new baby packets, CD audiobook lease, and special programs.
For a new project wed also like to purchase a bike rack for the library, along with a

new cement pad to put it on. Ifa few more dollars roll in it looks like we'll be able to
accomplish all of our goals!

At the Library
 with Glenda Mulder
November 16, 2011

Musician Andy Juhl filled the Laurens
Public Library with his unique soulful
sound last Thursday. We learned a bit
about him through his music as well

as his introductions to his original
pieces. He kept us entertained as he
switched between his guitar, banjo, and
harmonicas (He taught us that there are
many different harmonicas to match the
musical scale.) This program and others
like it are funded by your donations to
the Laurens Public Library Foundation.




At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

November 23, 2011
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Well, it’s been a busy couple weeks at the Library, but I think we're settling in again. The Library
Foundation’s pancake supper was amazing once again. Thanks to the Kiwanis for making this
possible — it was yummy! And thanks to all of you for your financial support. It’s fun to check the
mail each day and see who wants to tell the library that we've made a positive difference in their life!
We appreciate all those checks of all sizes that are still trickling in!

Our L-M elementary Brown Bag kids have been learning about Veterans’ Day. Of course I had
to throw in a touch of Thanksgiving since it’s one of my favorite Holidays. And along with this,
naturally, there comes a Thanksgiving riddle: Why did the Pilgrim’s pants keep falling down?....and the answer is: Because his buckle
was on his hat! ;-) Thanks goes to my Dad for my love of riddles!

Here’s a list of our new fiction: Devil's Gate by Clive Cussler, V is for Vengeance by Sue Grafton, Blink of an Eye by William Cohen,
Kill Alexx Cross by James Patterson, 11 22 63 by Stephen King, Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes, Snow Angel by Glenn Beck, and
Come a Little Closer by Dorothy Garlock. New nonfiction includes: Boomerang by Michael Lewis, Time of our Lives by Tom Brokaw,
No Higher Honor by Condolecza Rice, Steve Jobs, a Biography by Walter Isaacson, Handmade Holiday Crafts by Martha Stewart, This
is Herman Cain by Herman Cain and The End of Normal by Stephanie Mack. Or if you're in the mood for a movie, how about Cars
2, Captain America, The Wiggles: It's Always Christmas with You!, Alvin & the Chipmunks: Christmas with the Chipmunks, Water for
Elephants, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan, Gift of the Magi, Monte Carlo, Winnie the Pook or Crazy, Stupid, Love.

Our book this month is Snow Flower and the Secret
Fan by Lisa See. The best description I've heard of this
is, “This a good read. Interesting. But my feet hurt
the entire time I was reading it.”! Oh my, how accurate
that is! The story unfolds in China back in the days of
foot binding. I was reading how they described binding
the young girls’ feet, pulling the toes underneath, and
then making them walk on them until their toes and
eventually their arches broke! For some reason I thought
foot binding simply was to prevent the feet from growing
to a normal size. Boy was I wrong - I had to do a
bit more research. I found x-rays and pictures of the
women’s feet that had been bound into the “lotus shape.”
The toes practically touched their heels! And they walked
on these painful, bound feet for the rest of their lives. M
reviewer was also right that it is an interesting and well
written story of life in what is thankfully a bygone era.
Just this week we also got in the movie that was made
from this book. Please join our discussion on Monday,
November 28 at 7 p.m.

TEENT
with Glenda Mulder
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www.laurenspubliclibrary.com

Well, it's been a busy couple weeks at the Library, but I think
we're settling in again. The Library Foundation’s pancake supper
was amazing once again. Thanks to the Kiwanis for making
this possible — it was yummy! And thanks to all of you for your
financial support. It’s fun to check the mail each day and see who
wants to tell the library that we’ve that made a positive difference
in their life! We appreciate all those checks of all sizes that are
still trickling in!

Our L-M elementary Brown Bag kids have been learning about
Veterans’ Day. Of course I had to throw in a touch of Thanksgiving
since it's one of my favorite Holidays. And along with this naturally
there comes a Thanksgiving riddle: Why did the Pilgrim’s pants
keep falling down?....and the answer is: Because his buckle was
on his hat! ;-) Thanks go to my Dad for my love of riddles!

Here’s a list of our new fiction: Devil's Gate by Clive Cussler,
V is for Vengeance by Sue Grafton, Blink of an Eye by William
Cohen, Kill Alex Cross by James Patterson, 11 22 63 by Stephen

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!

.PH ﬂ—-ﬂ . —.v\ with Glenda Mulder

g King, Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes, Snow Angel by Glenn
St o _.Ioré S Beck, and Come a Little Closer by Dorothy Garlock.
R\ Sun New nonfiction includes: Boomerang by Michael Lewis, Time of

our Lives by Tom Brokaw, No Higher Honor by Condoleeza Rice,
Steve Jobs, a Biography by Walter Isaacson, Handmade Holiday
Crafts by Martha Stewart, This is Herman Cain by Herman Cain

| T . and The End of Normal by Stephanie Mack.
T iy % 3 Ry s = KA ,, Or if you're in the mood for a movie, how about Cars 2, Captain
WWW icli , America, The Wiggles: It's Always Christmas with You!, Alvin & the
JaurenspauRcliiearymem Chipmunks: Christmas with the Chipmunks, Water for Elephants,
November 30. 2011 Snow Flower and the Secret Fan, Gift of the Magi, Monte Carlo,

Winnie the Pooh or Crazy, Stupid, Love.
Our Book this month is Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by
Lisa See. The best description I've heard of this is, “This a good

We had something new and fun pop onto our Library calendar
this week! This coming Monday, December 5% at 7 pm a local

drama group will present A Christmas Carol.” From what I read. Interesting. But my feet hurt the entire time I was reading
hear, you should expect an abridged version of the Charles it.”l Oh my, how accurate that is! The story unfolds in China
Dickens story, in a readers’ theater sort of format: with audience : back in the days of foot binding. I was reading they described the
participation and ending in a song. Intrigued? You know I am! || binding the young girls’ feet, pulling the toes underneath, and
Join me for a fun kick off of our Holiday season! then making them walk on them until their toes and eventually
Our bock this month is Christmas Jars by Jason Wright. | their arches broke! For some reason I thought foot binding simply
From what [ hear, this is about a 4 hankie novel. It’s also nice was to prevent the feet from growing to a normal size. Boy was
and short, so we can all fit it in our busy schedules this year! The I wrong - I had to do a bit more research. I found N.am%m and
rief description of this book is: An aspiring newspaper writer | Eoan..m of the women's feet that had been bound into the _omzm
eceives an anonymous Christmas gift, and her search to find shape.” The toes practically touched their heels! And they walke

on these painful, bound feet for the rest of their lives. My reviewer
was also right that it is an interesting and éo%n s:.:aoﬂ mﬁo_‘ww of
i i kfully a bygone era. Just this week we also
this year, our boolk discussion will be Tuesday, December 27 at Mmom H %ﬂmﬁwﬂ%ﬂ“ﬁ smum Emmm from this book. Please join our
f o discussion on Monday, November 28 at 7 p.m.
Be sure to look for the Library’s entries at the Festival of Trees Stop at the library and check it out!
this year. Our Book Club is using the title of this month’s book,

her benefactor leads her to an unusual family who inspires her
to change her life forever. Because of the way the Holidays land

“Christmas Jars” as their theme. We've printed a bunch of
ictures from the library’s Halloween show for a tree, “We Believe
in Magic.” And our Wacky Wednesday kids will be decorating
aper stockings so we can make a “Stocking up for Christmas”
tree. If all that doesn’t get you in the mood for Christmas, you're
opeless! ;-)
Stop at the library and check it out!

Laurens
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Library

November
2011

SNOW FLOWEH AND
THE SEECRET FAN
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Please return

your book by
our discussion

11/28/11
@ 7:00 pm



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
November 30, 2011

We had something new and fun pop onto our Library calendar this week! This coming Monday,
December 5th at 7 p.m. a local drama group will present “A Christmas Carol.” From what I hear,
you should expect an abridged version of the Charles Dickens story, in a readers’ theater sort of
format: with audience participation and ending in a song. Intrigued? You know I am! Join me fora
fun kick off of our Holiday season!

Our book this month is Christmas Jars by Jason Wright. From what I hear, this is about a 4
hankie novel. It’s also nice and short, so we can all fit it into our busy schedules this year! The brief
description of this book is: An aspiring newspaper writer receives an anonymous Christmas gift, and her search to find her benefactor
leads her to an unusual family who inspires her to change her life forever. Because of the way the Holidays land this year, our book
discussion will be Tuesday, December 27th at 7 p.m.

Be sure to look for the Library’s entries at the Festival of Trees this year. Our Book Club is using the title of this month’s book,
“Christmas Jars” as their theme. We've printed a bunch of pictures from the library’s Halloween show for a tree, “We Believe in
Magic.” And our Wacky Wednesday kids will be decorating paper stockings so we can make a “Stocking up for Christmas” tree. If all
that doesn’t get you in the mood for Christmas, you're hopeless! ;-)

Stop at the Library & Check it Out!
é m./ % {m,\ ﬁvs mm N\A‘.Q-K ~ Novemloer 30, 01l

Theme ¢ T?.w; Re fore Chhristmas
{ ..\,a. Nomment Ke A0, w*qxna. Nrist v oNnaa
+ decoralte -

MPOQP_S&O 4o.r Festval of Trees.
H\..v.;.xw\~ Woar COok v d Mo LA~ i eCoveal

. \

S’

Christmas GOJ.UP.(.._\TP kids
had a lof of Lion.

-
AN ATV R - 0 /

%

. -«\‘\

oy

More Cheistmas (onggq ¢S .n\,:.,.
e

P Meade gof

Gavin Ehn o ords
NiS orn omest ho.\tm\

-.P.o..,u

Kosydee ﬂpyu&.or
Ta_a.:x@ her ornoinne

J -

\.\uc‘

_ a2




&

Mak: na Stecks Do._,c.” Hailey ﬂr.,n?r.fvf... Jema Suwndusy,
?:,.\waJu. bP&.’OJ Roling. Jade .AP...«fu’.) Schuwler « Michee

Mic\ke. Em:lec Spo-ngler » Gordon
Dakota Kunz

> =2 Lg
J

|Stocking up for Christmas

Wacky Wednesday
Laurens Public Library




We Believe in Magic
Laurens Public Library

Christmas Jars
Laurens Library Book Club







‘A4 Christmas
Carol” at the

h&gdﬁ\r

120 - ThePope,

Monday night a contingent from
Pocahontas' Princess City Players
came to the Laurens Public Library
and presented their adaptation of
Charles Dickens' "A Christmas
Carol." Audience participation

was encouraged ("Bah Humbug!"

as the actors in period dress took

us through the play. Bob Mueller
created just the right mood as our
narrator for the evening. Louie
Hammer played the spirit of
Scrooge's former business partner
Marley, who warned that there would
be more visitors that night. John
Smith did a fabulous job as Ebenezer
Scrooge, looking truly transformed
by his spectral visits by the end of the
play. Laurens' own Anthony Gordon
volunteered to play Tiny Tim at

the last minute. He did a great job . _ | _ =
with his memorable line, "God bless \ N W= _ € ) | e = JWM =
us, every one!" Unfortunately, the . ' ; .
pictures I took of him all turned out
a bit blurry.

When the play was done, we
gathered around the piano, hot cocoa
& Christmas treat in hand, for an
impromptu carol sing accompanied
by Connie Dallenbach.
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Oh, you should see all the wonderful new Christmas books we have!
Really, you should. Stop at the Library & we’ll show you. We’ll
even let you check them out! Nothing can jump start my Christmas
Spirit like reading a Christmas book — I bet you’ll feel the same way.
Of course, we’ve received a few books that have nothing to do with
Christmas too. In fiction there’s: Red Mist by Patricia Cornwell,
Explosive Eighteen by Janet Evanovich, The Dovekeepers by Alice
Hoffman, Dead Man’s Grip by Peter James, The Drop by Michael
Connelly, Micro by Michael Crichton, The Scottish Prisoner by Diana
Gabaldon. In nonfiction we received Gabby: A Story of Courage and
Hope by Gabriel Giffords. We also got For the Love of Scott! by Jo
Hamilton. It took the author 27 years to put this heartbreaking event
down on paper. In “For the Love of Scott!” the author recollects her
family’s frustration when faced with catastrophic medical mistakes.
We are working on an author visit next Spring. She is the sister in law
of former Laurens residents Denny & Lynn Hamilton, so we’ve got a
good connection there. I hear her book is wonderful and hard to put
down. I’m looking forward to reading it as soon as my patrons let
me have my turn! New DVDs include: Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows Part 2, Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure, Pirates of the
Caribbean: on Stranger Tides, The Lion King and Larry Crowne. The
Peterson/Braesch families donated a cookbook, “Comfort Food Fix”
and four children’s books in memory of Alice Winkler.

Our book this month is Christmas Jars by Jason Wright. This
inspirational, short book is just what we all need for this busy month!
Because of the way the Holidays land this year, our book discussion

* Pl ’ ~

, .:. .
Splendid carolers

On Dec. S, a contingent from Pocahontas’ Princess City Players came to the Laurens Public Library
and presented their adaptation of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” Audience participation was
encouraged - “Bah, Humbug!” - as the actors in period dress took the group through the play. Bob Mueller
created just the right mood as the narrator for the evening. Louie Hammer played the spirit of Scrooge’s
former business partner, Marley, who warned that there would be more visitors that night. John Smith did
a fabulous job as Ebenezer Scrooge, looking truly transformed by his
spectral visits by the end of the play. Laurens’ own Anthony Gordon
volunteered to play Tiny Tim at the last minute. He did a great job

will be Tuesday, December 27 at 7 p.m. We loosely used this with his memorable line, “God bless us, everyone!” When the play was
“Christmas Jars” theme for the Library’s entry at the Festival of Trees done, attendees gathered around the piano, hot cocoa and Christmas
Be sure to take a look at this when you are looking at all the trees. treat in hand, for an impromptu carol sing accompanied by Connie

Stop at the library and check it out! . Dallenbach. | orens 5w
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Oh, you should see all the wonderful new Christmas books we have! Really, you should. Stop at the library and we'll show you. We'll E,
even let you check them out! Nothing can jump start my Christmas Spirit like reading a Christmas book — I bet you'll feel the same
way. Of course, we've received a few books that have nothing to do with Christmas, too.

In fiction there’s: Red Mist by Patricia Cornwell, Explosive Eighteen by Janet Evanovich, The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman, Dead
Man's Grip by Peter James, The Drop by Michael Connelly, Micro by Michael Crichton, The Scottish Prisoner by Diana Gabaldon. i : T e

In nonfiction we received Gabby: A Story of Courage and Hope by Gabriel Giffords. We also got For the Love of Scott! by Jo publiclibrary.com
Hamilton. It took the author 27 years to put this heartbreaking event down on paper. In “For the Love of Scott!” the author recollects December 14, 2011
her family’s frustration when faced with catastrophic medical mistakes. We are working on an author visit next Spring. She is the sister I think it’s an important job of the Library to expose our kids to

in law of former Laurens residents Denny & Lynn Hamilton, so we've got a good connection there. I hear her book is wonderful and traditional stories. Last December I read our Elementary Brown Bag kids
hard to put down. I'm looking forward to reading it as soon as my patrons let me have my turn! New DVDs include: Harry Potter and “The Nutcracker.” This year 1 am reading them O. Henry’s classic tale

the Deathly Hallows Part 2, Beethoven's Christmas Adventure, Pirates of the Caribbean: on Stranger Tides, The Lion King and Larry Crowne.

“The Gift of the Magi.” Since it was written in 1906 some of the language
The Peterson/Braesch families donated a cookbook, “Comfort Food Fix”and four children’s books in memory of Alice Winkler. fnile s .
and details in the story are a bit hard for them s
Our book this month is Christmas Jars by Jason Wright. This inspirational, short book is just what we all need for this busy month! g/ i butdicy seem to

|
Junderstand the spirit of giving that the story i e i
Because of the way the Holidays land this year, our book discussion will be Tuesday, December 27th at 7 p.m. We loosely used this | 'bit by tearing 5@3@0@— s mmﬂgmh Mww hucmﬂnﬁﬁnﬂﬂmbmwwﬂmw‘m@omﬂ M.-WM—Q.—”MM
., “Christmas Jars” theme for the Library’s entry at the Festival of Trees. Be sure to take a look at this when you are looking at all the trees. reveals their mutually sacrificial gifts. T get to read it two more times —
\A t N\QN N\N %»\.\NN\U\ we’ll see if it happens again! If you’re not familiar with this classic short

’ Stop at the Library & Check it Out! v story, stop by the Library. We’ve got more books that contain it, and even
with Glenda Mulder a movie version! It is sure to renew your belief in the spirit of giving.
December 14, 2011 New fiction books “Vigilante” by Stephen J Cannell, “Locked on”

The bﬁb o by Tom Clancy, “Fire” by James Patterson, “Breaking Point” by Dana

I think it’s an important job of the Library to expose our kids to traditional stories. Last December I read our Elementary Brown Bag Haynes, “Storm Damage” by Ed Kovacs, and “Strangers on Montague
kids “The Nutcracker.” This year I am reading them O. Henry’s classic tale “The Gift of the Magi.” Since it was written in 1906, some of | Street” by Karen White.

,
7 the language and details in the story are a bit hard for them to relate to, but they seem to understand the spirit of giving that the story : Our book this month, “Christmas Jars” by Jason Wright, is about the
. imparts. I surprised myself a bit by tearing up both times I read it as I got to the part where the couple reveals their mutually sacrificial power of giving. It tells the story of a rising newspaper reporter who
gifts. I get to read it two more times — we'll see if it happens again! If you're not familiar with this classic short story, stop by the uncovers the secret behind the “Christmas Jars” — glass jars filled with
Library. We've got more books that contain it, and even a movie version! It is sure to renew your belief in the spirit of giving. coins and bills anonymously given to people in need. She discovers much
New fiction books Vigilante by Stephen ] Cannell, Locked On by Tom Clancy, Fire by James Patterson, Breaking Point by Dana more than she bargained for when some unexpected news sets off a chain
' Haynes, Storm Damage by Ed Kovacs and Strangers on Montague Street by Karen White. reaction of kindness and brings above a Christmas Eve wish come true.

Our book this month, Christmas Jars by Jason Wright, is about the power of giving. It tells the story of a rising newspaper reporter | We don’t seem to have quite as many copies of this book as there are
who uncovers the secret behind the "Christmas Jars" — glass jars filled with coins and bills anonymously given to people in need. She people who want to read it, so if yow’re finished with your book, please
discovers much more than she bargained for when some unexpected news sets off a chain reaction of kindness and brings about a bring it back so we can pass it on to the next reader! Because of the
Christmas Eve wish come true. We don't seem to have quite as many copies of this book as there are people who want to read it, so if way the Holidays land this year, our book discussion will be Tuesday,
you're finished with your book, please bring it back so we can pass it on to the next reader! Because of the way the Holidays land this December 27th at 7 p.m.

year, our book discussion will be Tuesday, December 27th at 7 p.m. Stop at the library and check it out!

Stop at the Library & Check it Ous!
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At the Library

with Glenda Mulder

December 21, 2011

Oh EW Ww%vno:\wﬂmmw for this?! I'm pretty
sure I am - if only we'd get some snow!

Be sure to stop in early to get some books
to get ready for your youngest of holiday
houseguests. Or if they’re a bit older,
we'll help you pick some that they can
read to you! Maybe you'd like to share
your favorite movie with family, or watch
it during a bit of much deserved down
time. We've got a fun Holiday selection.
Whatever your needs, were here to

help. Just remember that the Library

will be closed December 24-26 and then
again December 31-January 2 so we can
enjoy the Holidays with our friends and
families, too!

If an e-reader is on your Holiday list,
remember that you can check out books
for free through our Library. Just follow
the Wilbor link on the Library’s webpage
& use your 4 digit library card number. If
you have questions, stop in, call or e-mail
us.

Join us for book club Tuesday,
December 27th (note the different date!)
to talk about Christmas Jars by Jason
Wright. 'm pretty sure we'll have a few
Holiday stories to share. If you haven’t
read this inspirational story yet, stop at
the Library & pick up a copy today — it’s a
short book & a quick read.

Upcoming Events

January 16 @ 7 pm ~ Tallgrass Prairie:
Past, Present & Future by Pocahontas
County Conservation

January 31 @ 7 pm - Sister City Visit to
Laurens, France by Kelly Van Sickle &
Ashley Dvorak

77

At the Library

day Dan Wardell came to read us stories!
And oh how we are enjoying our new

with Glenda Mulder Tot Time at 10 on Monday mornings!
December 28. 2011 My favorite grant brought about
ﬁ. my favorite physical improvement to
The o—per our Library. The Pocahontas County 4

This is the time of year when I always
like to reflect on the past year. So I got
thinking of my favorite things of 2011

at the Laurens Public Library and I'd like
to share a few of them with you.

My favorite new service has to be
Wilbor downloadable audiobooks &
e-books. If you get an e-reader for
Christmas remember that you can check
out up to 3 books at a time and keep
them for 2 weeks — for FREE! Visit the
library, our website, or http://wilbor.lib.
overdrive.com for more details.

My personal favorite book that I read
in 2011 has to go to “Room” by Emma
Donoghue. This book was told from the
perspective of a five year old boy about
his life growing up in a single room and
it still haunts me.

My favorite of our book discussions
was “Still Alice.” It was fun (and a little
scary) to see bits of ourselves in this
book about a Harvard professor who

program is always the
Halloween magician.
But my favorite thing
of all this year has to be
the visits and kind words
from all of you. Thank
you for your support this
past year —I can hardly
wait to see what 2012

brings!
is struck with early onset Alzheimer’s rings
disease. Another great discussion was .
“The Help.” And we also had a great Upcoming Events

January 16 @ 7 p.m. ~

time road tripping to the theater in =
Tallgrass Prairie: Past,

Pocahontas to see the movie.

My favorite change in the working Present & Future by
of the Library has to be the upgrade in _uonmronn».m County
our computer operating system. Now Conservation
anyone can check on the internet to see wmawmQ w« @ w P
if our library owns a particular title and ~ Sister City Visit to
if it is currently available — all from the ﬁm_.:‘ﬁ.gmu France by Kelly
comfort of home! There is also a link to Van Sickle & Ashley
this on our Library’s web page. Dvorak

When it comes to a favorite story
time, I have a hard time choosing. We %ﬂb\ at the
had so many fun ones — chocolate, .
ornnmmv»:m.wao:rn? underwear — I just Li W»,N:u\ &.. Q\u wh%
can’t decide...... and we can't forget the 1t Out!

- www.laurenspubliclibrary.com
my, are you ready for this?! I’m pretty sure I am - if only we’d
snow! Be sure to stop in early to get some books to get ready
est of holiday houseguests. Or if they’re a bit older, we’ll
some that they can read to you! Maybe you’d liketo
your favorite movie with family, or watch it during a bit of much

needs, we’re here to help. Just remember that the Library will be closed
| December 24-26 and then again December 31-January 2 so we can enjoy
Ew». ﬂa_ﬁaﬁ%& our friends and families too!
| Ifan e-r is on your Holiday list, remember that you can check out
books for free through our Library. Just follow the «<=won link on the
_.b_g.m webpage & use your 4 digit library card number. If you have
{ questions, stop in, call or e-mail us.
| Join us for book club Tuesday, December 27th (note the different
datel) to talk about Christmas Jars by Jason Wright. I'm pretty sure
we’ll have a few Holiday stories to share. If you haven’t read this

short book & a quick read. ‘
Upcoming Events
January 16 @ 7 pm ~ Tallgrass Prairie: Past, Present & Future by
_ Woo»wouw-wm Mo,qg&. Oomnmo.dmmou<.
{ January ym ~ Sister City Visit to Laurens, Fr
Sickle & azgv_wﬂo_.mw | e
| Stop at the library and check it out!

Foundation Grant paid for 4 new patron
“all-in-one” computers. We then had
our reference table reimagined into a
computer center so these computers
could all be in one central spot rather
than strung out throughout the Library.
My favorite program probably would
be when the “Traces Bus-eum” came
to show us their WWII displays. But
then, I really enjoyed the program about
Baseball in Iowa and “The Christmas
Carol” too...... again, it’s hard to choose
a favorite! I think my favorite kids

down time. We’ve got a fun Holiday selection. Whatever your |

inspirational story yet, stop at the Library & pick up a copy today — it’s a

by L R~ - IR

www.laurenspubliclibrary.com

This is the time of year when I always like to reflect on the past year.
So I got thinking of my favorite things of 2011 at the Laurens Public
Library and I"d like to share a few of them with you.

My favorite new service has to be Wilbor downloadable audiobooks
& e-books. If you get an e-reader for Christmas remember that you can
check out up to 3 books at a time and keep them for 2 weeks — for FREE!
! MM_MM__EQ library, our website, or hitp://wilbor.lib.overdrive.com for more
“ s.
| My personal favorite book that I read in 2011 has to £0 to “Room” by
Emma Donoghue. This book was told from the perspective of a five year
old boy about his life growing up in a single room and it still haunts me.

My favorite of our book discussions was “Still Alice.” It was fun

(and a little scary) to see bits of ourselves in this book about a Harvard
E.o».ommw.. who is struck with early onset Alzheimer’s disease. Another
great discussion was “The Help.” And we also had a great time road
tripping to the theater in Pocahontas to see the movie.
. My favorite change in the working of the Library has to be the upgrade
In our computer operating system. Now anyone can check on the internet
to see if our library owns a particular title and if it is currently available —
all from the comfort of home! There is also a link to this on our Library’s
web page.

When it comes to a favorite story time, I have a hard time choosing.
We had so many fun ones — chocolate, cheeseballs, monkeys, underwear
~1I just can’t decide......and we can’t forget the day Dan Wardell came to
read us stories! And oh how we are enjoying our new Tot Time at 10 on
Monday mornings!

My favorite grant brought about my favorite physical improvement
to our Library. The Pocahontas County Foundation Grant paid for 4
new patron “all-in-one” computers. We then had our reference table
reimagined into a computer center so these computers could all be in one
central spot rather than strung out throughout the Library,

My favorite program probably would be when the “Traces Bus-eum”
came to show us their WWII displays. But then, I really enjoyed the
program about Baseball in Iowa and “The Christmas Carol” too. ... ..
again, it’s hard to choose a favorite! 1 think my favorite kids program is
always the Halloween magician.

But my favorite thing of all this year has to be the visits and kind words
from all of you. Thank you for your support this past year — I can hardly
wait to see what 2012 brings!

Upcoming Events

January 16 @ 7 pm ~ Tallgrass Prairie:
Pocahontas County Conservation

January 31 @ 7 pm ~ Sister City Visit to Laurens, France by Kelly Van
Sickle & Ashley Dvorak

Stop at the library and check it out!

Past, Present & Future by




