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1977 PARK PROJECT

Total equipment and material cost $8,102.75

530 hours estimated by committee and volunteers

Totallpeople involved including various groups counted
in their entirity - 765

Started project with $442.00.

Paid ell bills and had $865.00 to go towards 1978 projsct.
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The Laurens

Laurens, lowa—Thursday, April 28, 1977—Two Sections

Knights of Columbus
start park project
with $2,000 donation

A campaign by the Laurens
Community Betterment Commit-
tee to raise $5,000 or more for
playground equipment and other
improvements in the Laurens City
Park got off to a good start this
week. ;

Arnie Hersom, committee chair-
‘man, reports a $2,000 contribution
‘from the Knights of Columbus
specifically earmarked for the
purchase of a “tornado slide.” In
addition, there has been a donation
of $85 to the general fund from the
Laurens Jaycee Ettes, an s
Hersom Construction Co. has

agreed to do the necessary cement
‘work.

Members of the committee are
contacting various organizations
regarding the project, and report
promises of financial cooperation
from several.

Contributions from either organi-
zations or individuals may be sent
to Hersom or to Mrs. Bob Ziegler,
secretary of the betterment com-
mittee.

More contributions
reported for park
playground items

More contributions by organi-
zations have been reported by the
Laurens Community Betterment
Committee, which is seeking more
than $5,000 for playground equip-
ment and improvements in the
Laurens City Park.

Arnie Hersom, committee chair-
man, says the Laurens Kiwanis
Club has pledged $505 earmarked

for the purchase of a ‘‘junior

nature slide,”” and the VFW_and

Auxiliary will contribute $114 to
buy a “‘relax-a-bench.”’

Members of the committee are
contacting local .organizations at
their regular meetings. There is
also an opportunity for individuals
to contribute to the fund 6 by
contacting either Hersom or Mrs.
Bob Ziegler, committee secretary.

$2,000 more now
available for Laurens

park improvement

Additional contributions to the
Laurens Community Betterment
Committee, for improvement of
the Laurens City Park, were
reported this week by Arnold
Hersom, committee chairman.

The Laurens Library Board will
spend $1.000 in the project, part of

it for the purchase of four fibre-

glass benches and the remainder

for landscaping around the library.

The benches will be used in the rest
. area next to the library.

' Two contributions of $500 each

have been received, one from the
Laurens State Bank and one from
M. & J R, Hakes, Inc. In addition,
the Laurens Garden Club will
furnish flowers and plants for the
rest area.

Several organizations are still

considering possible contributions.




The Lavrens Sun

Laurens, lowa—Thursday, June 9, 1977—Two Sections

Saturday will be ‘“‘work day’’ at
the Laurens City Park.

Volunteers are asked to report at
the park at 9 a.m. for a variety of
duties, including painting, shrub-
bery trimming, etc. Arnie Hersom,
chairman of the Laurens Commu-
nity Betterment Committee, said
there will be plenty of work for
everyone.

_~The Mackie Memorial Swirh-
ming Pool will be closed for the
day. This will make it possible to

paint the building at the pool, apply
a non-slip surface in the locker
rooms, carpet the children’s wad-
ing pool and install a gate into the
wading pool enclosure.

Painting of the shelter house and
the pump building in the park is
.also scheduled. Trees and shrub-
bery in the park will be trimmed.

Members of the Laurens Volun-
teer Fire Department and Jayceeg
are among those who have already
volunteered to work, Hersom said.

Equipment

Also scheduled for Saturday is

installation of the new playground
€equipment _pu by the bet-
terment committee with funds
contributed by Laurens organiza-
tions and individuals. The new
equipment will be picked up tomor-
row (Friday) at Grinnell, so it can
be erected and installed. In some
cases it will be necessary to put in
I concrete bases.

Some concrete work has already
been done at the park by Hersom

Construction Co. Curbing was
poured Monday for the flower bed
in the rest area near the Laurens
Public Library, and for the kiddie
play area near the wading pool.

It is expected that bleacher
seating for the swimming pool,
purchased . Monday night by the
Laurens City Council, will also be

delivered tomorrow for installa-
tion Saturday.
1977 project

Improvement of the city park is
the 1977 project of the Laurens
Community Betterment Commit-
tee, and has received the support of
many organizations. Expected to

cost more than $6,000, it is designed

to make the park more desirable
for residents of the community of]
all ages. i e,

The playground equipment is
only one portion of the project.
ngsom said all but a few pieces of|
this equipment is now ready for
delivery.

As part of the drive for funds,
w_hich involved contacts with ser-
vice groups and other organiza-
tions at their regular meetings, .
house-to-house canvass of the town
was conducted Monday evening b
members of the Laurens Lions

Club. Anyone not c_ontacte_, Her-

Robert Ziegler, committee
secretary.




Community Cooperatio

‘Work day’ at park

Saturday was ‘‘work day” at the Laurens
City Park, sponsored by the Laurens Com-
munity Betterment Committee. It was a day
or cleanup and installation, with yolunteers
on hand to complete a variety of tasks.
Included were painting of the pool building,
shelter house and pump house; installation of

new bleachers; trimming of trees and
shrubbery; setting up and installation of new

playground equipment; carpeting and instal-
Iation of a gate at the children’s w. ng pool;

moving and resetting of swings, and various

other cleanup and improvement projects.
Occasionally there was time out for cookies
with_ice tea or coffee, serv

committee. And when the job was completed
the youngsters took over, to enjoy the results

of many persons” efforts.
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Much writing ‘had been done on the walls, floors and ceilings

of our shelter house, which gave it a dirty, "turn-off" look, We
cleaned this up by painting over all this writing. We wanted in-
dividuals and families to feel welcome to picnic here or just sit
and talk.
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Trying things out
Even the dozens of volunteers who worked to uf
together the play thngs at the Laurens City Park.

Saturday and Sunday weren’t more anxious to finish

the work than were the town’s children. They were
out in full force, lined up to try the new slide, donated

\

by the Knights of Columbus, and the mierry-go-round
as soon as work was finished Sunday afternoon. A
full page of pictures on the “Work Day’’ can be found
inside, including shots of workers an the new equip-
ment.-—SunShot.







A community project

The 1977 project of the Laurens
Community Betterment ommitte to
-improve the Laurens City Park, seems

to be having a good reception from
 residents and organizations.

Included in the project would be a
rest area and plantings near the
Laurens Public Library, and various
types of new playground equipment for
youngsters of various ages.

With a budget of only a little over
$5,000, there should be no trouble
reaching the goal. One organization—
the Knights of Columbus—has already
contributed $2,000 toward it, with the
money earmarked for a specific type of

~ “tornado slide.” Other contributions

THE LAURENS SUN

are coming in from both organizations
and individuials.
C

cooperation from a cross-section of
Dersons and associations, are good for
any community. They help to bring us
all closer together, whether the goal be
a large sum or a relatively small
amount. Furthermore, completion of
this particular project should prcvide
enjoyment for residents of the area of
varying ages.

Projects many times the size of this
one have been completed successfully
in past years, and there will undoubt-
edly be others coming up. Although
this one is modest, it deserves the
usual community support.

Thursday, June 16. 1977

The Lavurens Sun

ESTABLISHED 1885
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No vandalism, please

A great deal of effort and consider-
able expense has gone into. the

improvement and beautification of the
Laurens City Park. Much was accom-

plished in_a big community effort
Saturday, and more will be showing u
during the next few weeks.

It'’s I;Iﬁ being done for the enjoyment
of community residents, and for

“visitors to Laurens,

We trust the par will be utilized to a

greater extent than ever before. Its

excellent facilities should be used and
enjoyed, not only by the youngsters
taking advantage of the new play-
ground equipment, but by adults as
well. It's a pleasant place to stop and
rest under the trees, and the shelter
house is just right for a family picnic.

There are enough picnic tables and
benches for a rather large crowd.

Unfortunately, there has been some
vandalism in the park in the past, and
we hope this will stop now that im-
provements have been made. The
obscenities written on the walls of the

shelter house have been covered with

paint, and there is certainly no need for

them to be repeated. And park equip-
njoyed, not to be broken.

Parents can help to insure that this
will not happen again. It if continues,
we suggest following the example of a
police chief in a neighboring city who
has now authorized release to the news
media of names of any juveniles
arrested for vandalism.
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Community Betterment
Recognition Day
Program

October 18, 1977
Veterans Memorial Auditorium
Des Moines, lowa
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